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FR defervedly the theme of a long ferics 
__- the ſeveral languages of Europe; and 
recently reſumed and ill 


tention to be wb che - 5 
recital of « OCCUITENCEs of which few can be ignorant, 
+ i the nobleft excrtions of the human mind, produc- 


and important! in the 


— 


* 


ing events th 


Re os of ü 
- — My attempt, which 1 feel to be ſu YI | 
_ "To preſent the R with an hiſtorical account 
| of the origin and progreſs of the ſettlements made 
by our own nation in the Weſt Indian iflands ;— 
| 8 


Pe R E F A C E. 


| To ent their donſtitutional eſtabliſhments, : 
internal governments, and the political ſyſtem main- A 
tained by Great Britain towards them.;,— 
To deſcribe the manners and diſpoſitions of the 
preſent inhabitants, as influeneed by climate, ſitua- 
tion, and other local cauſes; comprehending in this 
part of my book an account of the African ſlave- 
trade, ſome obſervations on the negro character and 


genius, and reflections on che e of eure elta. ; 


bliſhed i in our colonies ;— 3 5 3 
IJ ᷑ᷣ0o furniſh a more e . 8 
has hitherto appeared of the agriculture of the Sugar 
L Iſlands in general, and of their rich 2 1 5 
a ſtaple commodities, ſugar, indigo, coff 

ton, in particular ;—finally, a, 
_ To diſplay the various and _- 3 5 
5 RW of their commerce; pointing out the rela- 
tions of cach towards the other, and towards the 5 
ſeveral great intere ſts, the manufactures, en. 
revenues, and lands of Great Britain 
— HESE, rogether with ſeveral collateral N 
tions, are the topics on which I have endeavoured 
to collect, and convey to the public, uſeful and ac- 
ceptable information. Their importance will not 
3 | be 
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_ defire to | 
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ox and ſingularity, falſely 
ſophy, thoſe writers have ventured 
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| whole extent. of the New World, yo 


of ſuperior ſagacity to And the ſcope " 5 
his treatiſe i is to demonſtrate, that the Poor Aavages | 5 
—_——  T T were 


We 
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werte aſtuated, not by reaſon, but by a fort of ani- 
mal inſtinct; that Nature, having beſtowed on 
whole ſpecies a certain ſmall degree of intellect, 
_ which they all individually attain, 
mountable ens . their n — 


** «bring of een a ſubordinate rank in 


be adopt, in their 
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without indignation Het it is imp 
that GY have ny _—_ 


the different tribes may be paint 
N the fame features (6 of £4 With this bias on 
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Thus we are told that e the Ameticans a 


| "a ang | 
of nature (a paſſion for the ſex), * : | 
the New! et, treat their women with cold 
raſks wha the 
would have 
| may be” confidered as 22 
ſpecies (e).” It appears, however, in a * ent 
| | page, that . wherever the Americans have | 
gradually ed to hard labour, the | 
I. tutions become robuſt enough to equal — ; 
| | of the natives either of Africa or Europe { 
Perſonal debility, therefore, could not have b 
| the peculiar characteriſtic of the American ſf 
| 555 00 Hiſtory of America Vol. I. p. 292 (d) P. 296. 
ſe) P. 290. | YP. 9. 8 
a 2 


PREFACE. 


for the e fone, in every part of FRO, 
 uequires ſtrength rr and. 8 


12 . mop feeble without it. 


Ke; Among the qualities which the Hiſto- 

rian conſiders as univerſally predominant in the 
Americans, he aſcribes to them, in a remarkable 
degree, a. hardneſs of heart and a brutal inſenſibility 
to the ſufferings. of their fellow-creatures (g. 
4 80 little (he obſerves). is the breaſt of a favage | 

_ ſuſceptible of thoſe ſentiments. which protapt men 
dec chat feeling attention which mitigates diſtreſs, 


in ſome provinces. of America the ' Spaniards have 


found i it neceſſary to. enforce the common duties of 
humanity by poſitire laws . Neither is this 
5 account of their inflexibility confined to the fero- 


bf, cious barbarian of the. northern. provinces, or to the 


miſerable outcaſt. of Terra del. Fuego. The author | 
extends his deſcription. to all. the uncivilized in- 
habitants of the New Hemiſphere. It conftitutes 
2 ſtriking feature in- his general eſtimate; for he 
eſtabliſhes it as a fixed principle, that © in. every 
part of the deportment of man. in his lavage ſtate, 


abap of America, ver i . %, (i) r. cee. 


whether 5 


Bad lde given o 
the dee and os natives of c. 


x their prince Guac = 
| Read of taking advantage of the diſtreſs i in which ID ie ” 1 


5 | * 


4 * i 
r 
| 


that be poſſeſſed to repair it.” 


I preſume to think, will be new to many of my 
readers. I have not met with any book that even 

| pretends to furniſh a comprehenſive and ſatisfactory 

account of the origin and progreſs of our national 
| ſettlements in the tropical parts of America. The 
ſyſtem of agriculture practiſed in the Weſt Indies, 


Ye R * A c r. 


could be got out of the wreck ʒ 15 byuche diniied 
labour of ſo many hands, almoſt - every thing. of 
value was carried aſhore. Guacanahari in perſon 
took charge of the goods, and prevented the multi- 
tude not only from emberaling, but even from i- 
ſpectinę too curiouſiy what delonged to their gueſts. 
Next morning this prince viſited Columbus) and 
_ endeavoured to conſole: him for bis <6 ” nen all 


Tnous exceptions preſent dictuſtives to every ge- 
neral concluſion, until we are burthened with their 
variety: And at laſt we end juſt where we began; 
for the wonderful uniformity which is ſaid to have 
diſtinguiſhed the American Indians, appears to be 
as little founded in Awad as it is ene by 8 
—_— 

Or ee nee anni yard, 


is almoſt as much unknown to * people of Great 
Britain 
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of Japan. They know, indeed 


7 . 
- — 


v che ſubject of the ſlave trade, 
mitant circumſtances, ſo much has b 
s, that it. may 
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00 1 gie this anecdote; on the) authority of 2 Jamaica 
preſent, a perſon of undoubted veracity. . 
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but little to be added by me. It is cettain, how- 
ever, that my account, both of the trade and the 
Gtuation of the enſlaved negroes in the Britiſ co · 
lonies, differs very eſſentially from the repreſenta- 
tions that have been given, not only in a great va- 
riety of pamphlets and other publications, but alſo 
by many of the witneſſes that were examinefl be- 
fore the houſe of commons. The public muſt 
judge between us, and 1 ſhould be in no pain about 
the reſult, if the characters of ſome of thoſe perſons | 
who have ſtood forth on this occaſion as accuſers 
of the reſident planters, were as well known in 
Great Britain, as they are in the Weſt- Indies! What 
1 have written on theſe ſubjects has at leaſt. this | 
advantage, that great part of my obſervations ate 
founded on perſonal knowledge and actual expe- 
rience: and with regard to the manners and diſpo- 
ſitions of the native Africans, as diſtinguiſhed: by 
national habits, and characteriſtic features, I ven- 
ture to think, that my remarks will be found- both 


new and intereſting. | ha Ht gi: 7 
AzTzx all, my firſt object Wong * truth, 8 


novelty. I have endeavoured to collect uſeful 
knowledge whereſoever it lay, and when 1 found 


on reſpurces have 
7 S __ with + 


vantage to 


* 


zublic, . On 


o_ „ 2 : 
- * 0 


So a 
- 32 


— 


* 


A 


mation, x Braithwaite a and Alcxs 


chatted Fl 


- 
- 


— 4 JS "Wo * * - Ls 
ds. a 9 8 3 1 
i 4 IN » 
L * 2x n 
* * * 2 * * 1 4 
1 * % by = . * 
* 2 
* 


W 
1 * — I. o F * _ 
. 0 5 0 
a „ bg 4 ©. 85 7 . s „ 0 
3 i ma FLA EV FLW * "I V2 Aa SA WV. * * . >» za. 7 x - * 
hs . Wa * 7 5 mn, — ANSEE nf SS In3 n ? N KR. 2 —— 
l — * rr 9 POLES En Sh "> <" - - 
( 4 . 88388 * —__ % PF. 
= 


ASE 3. — 


. $ * 
. d 
— * Va: 577 
— 


3 
* 


* s * 


USP + 


+... 


> 


. \ ; | 
. — * » £ 1 
% — | | 
_ E 
| | N 
* 8 — 
* J 0 
— 
CY 
—— . | 
8 
= 
— — - L . ; | | 
ö 1 
f g 
: " 
a 
- : | | 
F * * * F | 
CY 
= 
C 
* — 
— 
=- = . 
= 
LY 


now! 


ol * 
| G 
— TEES Vw wW $4904 | 1 
2 N 1 0 1 N . 
5 me Sir 
d vs 


king, in. 


0 
| tn. ha. 


; ald! fee 


8 


more valuable, as 46, as, happily for 


* 


"TT and protected, while they treat 


erved contempt the baſe effort 


1 W ; cos et ſpot. / fn n 


q 


- 


8 wee 


— 


2. 


ich we 


> +. 2 * 


i 
* 
. 
14 8 
- * | 
G me 1 
* N 
3 


9 
* 2 
2 
A * 
* 1 52 
1 — 
ans. 
$5 - 
F.5 * © % 


6 - 
l 
— * i * - 
R 
o 
7 ” 
— 
* 
— 
— 


aal and 1 prepoſſ Mons ' 


know to be falſe. 


— * 


= 


Ln 
oy 
= 
* - 
— 
- 9 * 
* 
= : 
= 
= 
— 
— — 
* 
— 
— 
- 
= 
*” a, 
= - 
* = 
- 
- 
1 
* 
* 
py 
* 
* 


aft * 


= 
2 
HB 
CERA 
2 
1 * 
*& 
LE a 
* 
#3 
ME 
„ 


- 
n = 0 — 
SP 3 4 * E  -4 * — 
$5 2 4 a * 1 wh pn 
£ Þ% 4 2 — 
* 
- 
9 o 4 At 
» 


* % 
* 1 3 - * 4 ” c 
C . > 3s. * 
3 5 
2 * * * 


* = 
: f * * 
* 5 U 
8 - * - 
— E 
* 
i * * = ks 3 
* J 8 5 _ © A 1 2 - 
# . - 
4 — 
. » 2 
— » 7 
. X 
* * 
4 — 1 
- * « 
. 1 C 8 
* 4 

A - 

- 

l 2 

* 


3 


has further to obſerve, that the firſt part 
the Weſt Indies in the beg 


. 


* «© 


* 


Ar rx requeſting t to pa b following I | 
ning of 1787 


th prlnontden, with Oe; 
of 1792. It may poſſibly be found therefore, that _ 
commercial nature 3 which 
. 


2 2 
75 PF. 216, 


123 


. 'H 


* 


* 
8 < 
” * 5 
* 4. 9 a 
: i . 
» | : ” . 8 * 7 
; þ » $ * S 44 
* * | : 4 ; , &- 4 5 4 — 


2: zb has b, iter 0! e ward parcheſs, inſert ccafionally; a 
P. 54, line 11, Ader ore, infer or. „ e 
P. 66. line 6; after St. Mary's, inſert : 


P. 115, lines 18 and 19, dele early ad inſert the cont praflces going naked. 
FP. 119, line 14, dele or about 75, and inſert whith is ſomewwbat under ſeven. 
Fe 131, line 2, after the word /abourer, inſert in his ew climate. DS 


P. 147, line 3. after inſert according to bis ffrengivßz. 

F. 209. he after lands, inſert and lands. wg 5 
P. 212, e 30, for is called, read are called. ? 
_ 2 32 3» —..— and 16. 


Fs 


* 
» 
* 
- 


- 


- 4 * 
* 
= 
* 
— 
3 7 4 

_— > A. * TS * n wy 5 IB 2 8 

2 * * as So 3 3 * NN W 2 * . * 
- "&. GENERAL EW. or THEIR | ANCIENT: TATE | An 
HS. + ot _ 95 Bo OS. Ms 1 of — 1 . F * 1 * =) * * *, 
V tbe Charaibes, or-ancient I 
| 6 Bs . » - ; 
1g attending an accurate inveſtigation | 
 charafter —Such ' particulars 
wo 2 1 
Manners an Hiſpofitions, Pen 
: : 
* by 
- ”. #4 - hy f f 6 
| . | * „ 9 ; 2 
7 * 
1 * 4 
” * 
' 8 8 f 
, 7 s þ ; * 
: . 
R & 5 - | | 
4 - py £ 
- < s S "tn 


— 
Aa 
o 
% . 
. 
2 - 6 
4 » 
- W = N 
* > S* ix 
\ 
* 
* : 
. - 4 
2 4 
— A 
b 4 
5 
% 
- 
Fs 
— 


* 
= 
*, 
* 
5 
g a. 
yt; 
- > 2 
4 
$2 * 
* * 
\ - 
— 
* j 
T = \ 4 
o 
% = 
* 
1 
- 


AR en, | 


Co 
* b 
Th 
— 


Mt 


e 
£ 


- 
* 
44 


A 


e — 


4 „ $ * bs * * 7 4 — * * 2 . 


5 APPENDIX; containing 
 cerning the. 


* 


A. 2 
* of . 
— — ” 
. * * 2 * W_ I 1 3 A a . f 
* * : 5 EN. * 8 ; þ ( 22 2 «$M 1 5 4 * * 5 
* „ ITY * — * * 7 N. A, * L 78 * a | is. hs. * _ b 12 — 5 1 Co * N bing 3 ; i IS, n * 4 2 * A 1 * | A _ 
CAD SAS RD e IR EH ERS. MAS 
F ds - S £3 4 FR 4 & " _. 4 * — ” 
* 5 . 1 2s g 3 — 92 | 
— 12 » > HEELS. + * * *. 8 EE . * f . „ 
* 3 b * 2 bl 2 * * 2 1 : EY 222 * * ES 2 D «@ £ 
4 * : * ate 42. Ts 
* . ? SLES 3 1 3 | I 3 . Cry 7 * .* . 
> o PR 8 p 4 2 c 
; = | - 
5 ” i .. 4 * * 12 


8 of | H. return in 1 303.— + 
ed rein of bis for. Die go, after Columbus's death — 
35 Jamaica in 1 50. Humane  coudutt - 0 . 
the 7 ft ee IR, | 
| | 22 the 4 of 1 
k St. z ago. de ls 2 Fa ien the title 
quis ta; Diego's ſon Lewis, to whom the Iland i 15 geo an 
per ſovereignty. — Deſeends to his Her Iſabella, who con- | 
LE vc ber rights by marriage to the How eg Da 


_- — w 11 4 4 if 5 EY -- = % _ * & = L 
* 2 9 4 Oy W | 2 i, 4 1 2 7 
wy 5 * * * by " XS * 8 » * 
3 — r 
h : r ö 
— * * 2 w = > 
3 - * * » N 7 
7 - 4 7 
„ . y: = A - * 
= * * * 
” - F 
* * * . ; 4 1. . + e 
f 
" * 
* = 
149 7 g 2 * 
2 Pr =: 23+ x5” Wor Nog acc. 35 * : . 4 
2: wi —_— 26 „ = = \ hn 1 — * — 
. ö - 8 9 „ N 
. * 1 : 7 45 * * * Ix 4 7 4 — wu 4 we * ic — 
= 5 4 * * 
n ; : N 


es. and wild ks e- 5 


— 


. . 
ov =» 


4 
. 
. 
” 

- 
—_ 

. 

* 
5 


— 


_ 
* 
my 
. 
- 


W 


_ 


_w 2 Y * * 
I a bl 
- * 
* 
* 
— 
$7 : \ 
44 - ; ; | 
= ' : 
o 
— i 6 OY 
© » 
. 
* 
q bs ' 
= : 
1 . 
1 
* 
1 % . , bs * 833 — 
4 — be «+ — IX: ; 1 * 
* = y * 0 a | 
we 8 tr , | * = : A * a » 0 = 
5 * 5 a a - _ 
. = = 0 5 5 * 
3 4 - 
: 5 


Spain, in 8 Anthony Shir- 
e 118 


\ US. , 
8 * — 4 
= = 
+ wh. 
% * * : . FP d 
140 e 
- 
— 
* 4 
* > 
- > 
13 8 - . * * 
= 


5 £ 


» 6s 5 6. 


150 % "ſexy and eee, 
5 Ge. s account fs 4 


* 


| n 
N W 


N the * "of 4 their laws.—Terminated by the reueuue 
- 4 * ** 27 10 OY \ 2 3 | * % , * * x - ON | a 


4 * 


* 29 N a . * 
Ar N 1 r r 3 I JEN 
I . 1 Tn v A \ % L Ki , ien * 2 
; „ % * | 
” | © 4 - 
= | . ; þ : 
- * * — 
8 _— 
1 * 
: * 
= 
; - 
% * 


= 


. : 
. * : 4 2 — 
* 
| * 4 . - 7 7 
* * * Aa = WY *. v - * = 2 - I . 0 
8 ; 0 *＋ 1 * © : 844 4 + » . * , 0 ö — & 3 * 4 * » 
» wm < _ o * *. 4 \ £ ._ a %* N 7 1 4 . $- EO. 1 * fy * * a2 A 4 N 1 
e n * 5 ' a Ah. * * 3 * S - * — * * 2 4 - = 4s * As a . * GL. * 
= * = 4 
* * | - 19 P 
- a = - = * 7 < F h 4 * 
— * 4 


= 


| Ms Sad bx de 2 
Zuation.—Climate.—- ace of the Cao ry „ . ad. 
vantage derived Pa Sf San. Landi in eee te de 


uncultivated, and obſeñ vatimt thereon. Woods and 7. bern. — 
Wert and Medicinal Springs. De. 
\ Grain,—+Grafes.—Kitchen-gar gar. "6 er 
Table, © Ge. Sf a jy 3 > a2 OY I — 4\ ws 1 
* 275 5 e 8 
tic Plant in # e Bataical G 
Exo 
$5 * . = — a 
3 e *% ' N IF 
SUS: e en AE | Wn 


| 7 opograpbical deſeription n, 
Cburcbes, church-livings, and. Ve 


change, ne, Dunker uf i 


te Lab of Trade in - 


y of the progreſs of the iſland in 


y comparative ee. of its inhabitants and. 


Pm 


Sai 


ee pads 7 e and the, Negre 
- thereon, on the'28th of March, 1789. 
© Pariſhes. 


. . « 
F , . 
us r 2 * 55 22 
A 2 Wea oe 9 - , 


d 8:4 a A * 


. IT. An Hiftorical Account of the Con- 
ution of Famaica; drawn up in 1764. for the Information 


f 5 7 
» _ 
j ; 4 7 1 | 
* . N : P * 1 
. 
= 
» - 
- 
* = 
by 
* 
= 
= 
* 
' 
: 
» 
* . 
- 
” 
- 
= 
1 
% 
* — 
— = * 
. 
= — 
-. 


%gA 


— 


% 


of thet Nad. 


CO ASSES 


aro Gay +} 1] LET; 
% 4 * fo 
* e iN aner N. CRATER 
N 1 . 
en eee 
& FD N 1 ny 1 * \ LAY S%* 1 * FE 4 . 1 4 S 7 woe "IS L 8 5 BY * | E- 8. 
eee ee eee A 5 wi. 5 1 15 r 
Sante to the Crown 5 
- bow obtained. xo 
- and Extent: of the . 
| Decline, and Cauſes thereof — | 
5 £ 7 . / 
EN De . WS un 5% A 
1 2 reverts th the crown of  Prance.— 02} 
m 1700.,—And again 1 in 1762, w - UP „ 
Stipulations in favour of: the French i 17.— W 
Ares of the Britiſh government —Claim of the crown to'levy a | _— 
duty 41 per cent. on e exported — Argument. bf 5 
objettions againſt the meaſure—Decifion of the court of ling 4 N 
bench on this important queſtion —Strifures on ſome poſitions ad= . B 


3 2 vamed 


% 


, 


— 


conx NXS T0 vol 


vanced by the lard chief juſtice on this oecafion,—Ty 
_ woithm the colony — Royal inflruSti n in 2 of the Ron 
Cacbole n 4 


riſen — Unconditional farrender e exereifed towards 
rhe Engliſh planters ond their exeditors.—Redreſs given 
court of arranges = Se. # 

of 43834,—Þ wen IX 


* 1 


L Charaibean hve eos © 


4 Cont—Olſervations concerning. the "Decline. 
which conclude their Hiſtory... n 


* 
* „ x 
* Py 
aw. 
1 
1 * * 
* * ” 
* 
4 ©, XZ. ' 
x ® % = - > % 
* 
4 
* 
— 0 
* 
- 3 
* 
- 
© 
/ 
* - 
9 
* 
— 
— 
. 
by — 


4 2 
"W * * N % * 8 w % 
A _ 4 Py * 9 Nog PEP. N * * : 9 ug. ih 
SC y _— LE 6-4 LIME ? | 0 2 0 7 * 5 | 
. ' 0 2 . * N 
0 WAW * * f 15 * 8 Wr * N | p ; 
4 "> 4 — 1 þ 5 * WEE © LET. . bd 7 a 6h 1 ö , . * 4 
4 * 1 „ 8 * 4 72 -— * RY 4 e: | - * * 2 Wt a) - x ki 
Needed ? 7. 8h *. . 8 7 7 5 4 4. 5 1 7 a N : 1 1 ; 
9 1 * . " 1 * 4 *. i * * y tl l * * G we : 5 * . % " 
Th © 2 9 © 44 W. 4 | | * 50 * : Pl Fn £4 _ 2 b 9 9 A” ( 
7 G "#. 4 
2 = # * : Ll » \ - , * n 4 
* 
* 7 7 ' 
* 2 8 
* 7 . * * 
* 1 0 » 8 
1 of oy 23 
- 
$ wal ib: Is ; 1 L 8 : | "x : . = * 4 : * 4 380 A 1 
. þ "3 | : 
- 15 4 * * e * $I ; * v4 : 4 * - 
* ha Z 1 . y * 1 . . 4 
e eee ene * * - I" * e 148 N re 
* x 4 #*..z þ.4 . 5 La 4 : E ty 
b A vr = - 2; 4 n p * 5 "eu ry . 4 WU *:2t „ l + 44+ 4. + . 
„ rer . ¼ ⁵% ! D po ets, oO l 
- i 92 * & - | b | _ N _ a+ + 4 ” 


® w*; A \ ” » 4 « — & Ky 7 * | . : 
\ * 2 1 2 3. * =Y - if - a * * 
a> * I ' * 4 - * 
ö * * „ * » - E N 
- * * þ * 
* 1 * 1 


4 1 — = 
1 % * 
: n + F 5 a 
* 1 1 
: , 2 : * © , 
— = 
* bo = % © : . = — 
| Q : | 
10 * 
* 8 a A kk © 
| ? — | - a < 
. | | Qt * 
bt | 3 8 
oy . a7 + * 4 
4 * _ 
2 - Y 
* . 


a 


m1 
I 


" 
- 
: 
- 
- 


\ 


= 


an 
* of 
Coaſt, 


d inte His 
6 inflance 
by 


NT S: 
James 


— 


- 


d 
* 


3 
2 
o 
#77 
* 
— 


at the 
s:/ oyages 
eſtabliſhed 


- 
— 


114 


8 
AR 


5 8 
= 
= 
* 
. a. 
* 


_ 


CHAP. II. 


4 


duce 


4 


SENS 


% 


V 


4 


Hawkins 


reVIVE 


= 5 

2 | - Y ? [ 8 

A 11 82 | Oo | 

| 8 2825 
| . r 3 


— 
* 


CONT BT's 8 


charter in + 1631 by Charles 1.—Third charter in ; 1661. — 
Fourth charter in 1672. Efes of the Petition and Declara- 
tion of Right m 1688. — As of the 975 and 1oth of William 
. and Mary, c. 26. Ne regulations in 1780.—<Di/eriprion of 
the African Coaft.—PForts and Fattories —Exports from Great 
Britain. Number of Negroes tranſported annually to the Bri- 
#5 2 Colanies.— State of the Trade from 1771 to 1787. Num- 
ber of Negroes at this time * N 1 the different 

| Nath of Europe. F 


J; 4-29 
— . — 33 1 | 94 1 11 3 Oy * 8 * 
232 . 


ODOT ; 


| hs 1 
$7 og alt GRIT 00 
Their wars, mannert, and perfans.—Koramantyn Negroes, or 
. of the n e 


A —_— nut Manners, 2007s, and fuperftitions — 


We ng Whidah or Fida.—Thetr good qualitie — 
- Negroes from Benin.—Perſons and tempers.—Canibals,—Na- : 


live of Kongo and Angola. —Sarvey of the character and -— 
de of * in a * of — „„ 650 


$ * . = 
44 11 2 


CHAP. IV. 


Means 77 ade Slaves in — i 
| Objettions to a direct and immediate abolition of the trade by the 
Britiſh Nation only. — The probable conſequences of fuch a M 
are, both m "w and the W: Co Indies, zi dered. wv 


— 


3” 


— 8 


of 12 
. 2 = 4 9 
a> * — * wg 
* * * 
* * * 4 v * 

* \ — — 
* , 4 * < * 2 5 0 3 * 
r 

* — * » % — Q 

bed. + I” — ne Ax +1, Wy 3 

of 
- = 
LY >, . 
. 
» 
— 
= 
: 1 
7 
2 
* 


portions f ' ſexes in the number of Slaves annually exported from W 
3 | Africa, —Caufes theyeof. —Modryof Franſporting Negroes fo the = '..- 


#'' * 114 a * 1 ® a 
. 4 N Pa "of 
ES: EST 2; 
p 6 - U > 
+ A . 4 4 8 * q > —2 [2 F * F A 4 
— P 1 „ - * 
. " | 
— . 5 
* — . 
5 F * 
: 3 | — 
» 13 
a . 5 * 
' | ” 
1 * * * 
* . * q 
L 2 
g 4 
* % £ 1 * = 
* 2 » > 
Q | : * . 
\ ra gd e et | 
_— 2 
* Es | > | | n 
- . i 1 4 * 3+ ”# * * 1 6 0 6 a. | 
| ; |; % Sas r a * * 3 20 PEN I wy, - ; RO CEE, N 
BRL PENDIX, Ne 1 Cos ated Slave A of — 16 po 
, N* Il. Account of the number ib, 8 n 
+. which ce frew edt Britain to Africa, in ERS. 2 
=» - -# * » 2 
from . tagetber with 7 total ez a 
| Wo ks 8 
be Britifh, India, and For in goods; which « e De, 
"ON SM 
\ ow 
. 
© 
2 r ö 
Is : - - ; 3 
N y : — we 2 & ; * N ** 3 * * A - 
Pg © * * 4 > % 1 
© | | L Aa. * 
— A * 5 
4 0 . a * 
—_ : » 
1 — 0 = P a 
0 * 4 1 k 
- | IP 
1 7 , ; 
4 
4 -*. g " 1 - 
A , : - 
. . ; 
— Ti 
. , 4 
* 
= 4 % . 
R » q 
4 
* Veg 
os. S 
1 © 2 = "7 


99 
Ss 


*% WV, 


W 
ol 
a. 


* 
1 
B 


. 
| 9 . N e r n N 32. 
: 4 * $ 1 . ? n k . = * * N x * » X 5% ns LOS. . it 1 3 ef 8 2 — * 2 A * . 


EONS. * n 
| 3 F pe” 25 — 2 2 
| & n bs oe 
— 7 9 1 * N ; 
* * , * p Y | N 
/ 2 
8 H A P 3 | IM - 
7 | 2 9 89 n ö 5 ; Ate Þ 
A a — — a 8 2 . 9 
* : F 7 G og "= : 
I n * 


E Cane.—Known to the ancients —ConjeHures concerning its 
 introduftion into Europe. — om Sieih to the Azores, 
Sc. im the 1 5th and from thence to the Wyft Indies. 


— 


2 


* 


* 
1 & 
. 


* 


dee the cane-juice, and its component 


+ 4# 3 


0 e Fed of making clayed ſugar. 
and ſlills.—Cifterns, and their ingredients —Windward 4 
proceſs —Ffamaica met hd of double diſtillation —Due quan- 

1 F rum from a giuen quantity of Fiveets, 4 


fated. — - 2 L | - 


g * 
_—_ - 
* E f "a 
* 7 a . : F 
- | * 
- % 
} 
N 1 
0 - 
' o 
* 1 
— 
* 

* \ 2 
75 7 
- 


- 
_— 
* 
o 
* 
* 
> 
*. 

A — 
. —- 
- 

* 

* 

* 

— 
$ 
FL 
: * 
* 
# 
- 
* 


* 


. 1 x q 
* 8 
40 — % . * Dy - 2 
bY "> — . 4 * * 
* 
a> 
* E : « 


— 4 Os 
* 
= * b 
- 
* 
„ 
= = 
- 
- 
» * 
- 
- "7 
g 
4 = 
_ 
* — _ 
y * F 
' * 
= 
| : w 
1 
5 1 * 
. = 
& *% 


4 


= 


"Gimerr, 


of erb. 


* 


Vol. I. 


= by 


* 
* 
= - 
: \ 
= 
* 
" wth 
Ny 


— 


— 


- 


* 


on 


HAP. 


= 


- 
_ : , 


oni neceſſary.in Shan « 7 


extent. —T be lands, 


of 2 "Coffee 
Nor To, 'ALors* 


* AF 8 ieee * 


III. 


brildinge, 


r 


1 


- 
+ 
- 
- 
= 
9 
* 
% 1 
— 
* 
* 
* 
— 
* 
bY 
* 
* 
#, 
* 
% 
2 
3 
1 
8 
- 


= * 
nx 
Y 
© 
o 
A . 
-F 
F Ns 
bk, = oe 
f = 
* * p 
7 + 
| 
=. = * Gig bs 
* RET 
· 


% 
7 
= 
% 
+ 
ol 
* 
4 
"x 
i L 
o ba a. 
"a 2 
# 
_ 
= = 
- — 
FFI. of 
_ * 
LEI > 
* = 
2 
_ 4 
* 
o 
- : * 
G * 
- * 
* 
* 
** 5 
* Hoe 
K 
\ 
23 
3 *. 
$ 
* 
Cl 


_ 
0 & 4 — 
. « 
— 
* + 
4 4p 
— * 
- 
P » . 
* 
4 . 
* 
* , 


. * * 1 > 
l - 
<: 2 ol 
© 83 1 
1 7 \ N ev A 
=, * © , iJ __ 3 ; 
1 24 & 2 * &% d 
: % > 
” 6 J. * «Wu 
* - 
> "_ 
3 = —_ * 0 


1 


WY 


— 
o 


4 
00 
0 9 
* 
* * 1 


a 


9 8 + "= 
* * * . _— 
_— 
* | \ * _ 
I — <* 2a 1 
r * * TY 
” e 
7 Dao 
% 
+ 1 
=.” * 
6 S 
« 
. — 
- 3 
i < 
1 
- * 2 
1 i% 
* 7 | 
Page / - 
. * . = o wad 
. « * * 
* : : - 
al ; 


CEN 


age 


HE 
$$, 43S *v*” FEY 
13 br * 

= 


* 0 
: 
FIF.. 


: 
a * 2 C 
* 


» 


4s * 


- 


MENT AND cone 5 


N 1 Aan 


. 
1 r * * 
* ö _ 4 

+» - 
L 0 9 * 
. * 0 $3 x 

— 


* 4 


. —— : * : Ls 4% * 44 


wh 7 . Ap 


1 te C 


.de giance #0, 7 
Great Britain how. ſecured. 


= 


* 
a "> 3 207 C:- r 22 


_— OE > wag #5 N 5 N : 
3 n 5 2% Ko © . $6.4 me 
\ l R 4 | 
g 5 . * , 4 \ > {= 4 


4 
4 * * SV, 
* * * 1 * 
* * * 
9 a 
. . 8 
— 2 1 
. « . 4 = % * 
* - = . — 
* * n as 
: : d 2 * * w 
» y «” £ & > 
. I * 
| „ 
a 
. . 
* N * 
hs * * + 4 . 
* a 4 7 . 
” 8 
* - +54 ” * * Wat 2 & 
4 
* 
g . » of * 


he l 
. 1 V 
. 

5 
») 
4 9 
1. 
4 


* 

- 

= 

* 

2 A bs 
* 

8 


= - 
. 4 » 
« > 2 — 
U 7 - as 
© 4 # a = 
17 * A H, G £ 
— 12 » _ , 7 
7% k "a 
» > E < : 2 5 I +» * Fa & 
* 8 Ly 4 
A f 9 « > * _ bs 
1 E 1 9 4 * » * 
9 » * 


; "Hors 
= 


1 0 N * * * 


IEC gf | | | <a 7 N * + 
* tn THE * wo ee — 5 5 n * IE KA * 
1 
5 —_ : 
 Deftrutii of Negroes i in the Weſt Indies. in conſequence. —; A 
Eo rem the: Britfh-Weft Indies and the + 
| . Britiſh: Provinces. in a.—The fame. with | 
1 e of 2.—Inference from the Whol... ONS 
1 . WAS: 5 | x | 5 2 


: 
* 
* 


1 


* 9 
2 » 
* 
22 \ ——_ o 3 2 * 


= *; : 


. 


: 1 . 
A 94 . 4 


— * 
* 0 


> 


Winn) 


SF. ESE traders vn. AE Xa Wy 


= 


EL 7 the Ip eral on this Sadie. n 
page 2 


Napa! 27 7 
. the C n in „ 
© Bounties : 1 thoſe Terms, . : — 
the ere] Indies" to refine their raw gug un, 7 te 
tron —Unjuft Clamours raiſed in Great Britain ; « 1 
iry Advance of the” We ef Indian Sth „ 
1 8 < ; * : 4 | | 
the Proteftion'of Tp. 
might be offered again We. 
In s of Weſt Indian Exports and Imperts 22 5 


— 


Britain and Irelend — „ 


x” - 
. — 8 + 3 

o N | . 9 
3 | Fx) 7% ATW ov 

2 = = 8 . * by - . „ _ . * 7 * 4 a A Fa , 4 * We - 

* = N or e r e te arg oo gt IIs „ $a ox 67G | = TR 4 
N 1 1 * - | | ; . A 1 * | 5 0 * hes 5 y * # ** "2 FR * 2 ' 2 * * * 2 F K #4 N 2 2 > - = N ; | 2 4 \ * 0 * 1 * : * 2 * x " g 
* . * * . Ca * Nr. wa 7 7 * 2 — Fa. 7 = * 4 R 6 1 * 3 N ©. ; p = 4 e # * \ a * . 2 5 - 4 - * 
1 J "n 7 5 p . "a l , * 4 


3 * * g's * * 8 | 


£5 - s R oy , * * * - 
: \ 8 * 1 4 47 & A 8 r 4 . * b * L 
| 4 | 4 . - | 
8 . i — of: : A : ; 
wad - = * * — N - - 1 , 56 * 1 
: | ” > I" 3 oh p = 
« 7 _ *4 * 
* * | Md 3 N 
* * o 22 AX 8 ** - 
4 7 * - , 1 x 
- : * I |} — = ” 

4 | F * 4 * - > A * 4 4 A : 

- 8 * A N 7 : * 18 

l | 8 4 e , ee SEEN 

7 1 5 6. * » 4 

a P 4 2 = PF Od oy * * .* of 4 
þ + 

A. A TE 4 4 a . : Y e + p ** 4  - - 

—— * „ 3 3 « I > pos op ' 

4 a : N 5 7 * "+ 8 0 . 

* 8 * « * * * 


4 
. | 742 = on 4 , ' 
* 4 4 4 1 „ $4 ; : 4 N 
#4, : 9 
1 "oh * Rs % N 
— o P 
b OY * 3 2 VN is N 
5 of 
6 ; * 0 . 4 5% v4" ; . 
FY . — — 3 = 4 * * * »* : 
4 wed. A - 23 Ps 
5 3 . Py < Fe : . - 9 2 * 
r. " 6 8 4% . 3 « 
** . ? #-» * & A I P * 5 
* 


wx 
-. 
U 
* 
8 
- 
Gu, 
* 
„ 
7 


4 * N * 1 oy 
* 4 SKY 2 * Py Y * 5 k ” 2. 
- . * PET LY > : « 4 co 
L ; 0 5 4 0 g 4 
7 X * 
2 . 
7 X F * — £2 5 
# - » * 
— 5 4 x 
F ö 1 * * & wo * * 
4 i * Ne of : 
\ - 1K. 4 5 a : : . 2 - 
+ 6 ; * 7 . Sy! * # 
\ > - * - He . 2 * ” 
4 \ . N 
8 I% 7 4 4 n p 1 PM 
* \ : . 
„ - $ , 4 4 
R 4 4 5 — 4 Fo >; . +. Tot - « ” 
1 — * * p Yo 4,” . 4 : 4 - 
: $ 8 : - l 
: «0, WH # 1 * * A —— 4 8 * . N 
9 3 l * 4 - 
4 = \ - \ . 1 1 — * L * 1 — 
* 6 8 £ 
- — * * 4p * * 
* 9 £2 * A+ SEX So xs, r > - + 1 20 
- - * = » — * 
7 4 p „ 1 1 3 «, 4 * i 6 
* 92 4-7 o ” 7 — 
1 Wy : A -. 
. 4 1 2 — » : ” 
* 5 = 7 — A 2 * * 
7 2. — 1 1 o - ot k . F 
4 — 3 4 22 : - N AY L N 
4 . E: {4 IE * | 
- : „ 1 : 6 : wo a 4 
of * - * i * 9 « b 
N * * * * 
75 2 . * . ASK 
4 at® x — 1 » p _ - 
0 - J - 8 
4 - - 7 - . N. 2 3 ; * Fe 1. 7 = 
7 . - "ne" A +" 29 5 , - t 
7 1 * * * 1 f 
* — ' , . * 4 | » x 
4 / * ** o « - * 
L , > p : 4 
' : A 
- " 1 1 * 4 
4 k 9 
1 1 C * 4 * * G 1 1 by 
* 4 * 1 * 5 
k ws » 14 
4 . 
i 7 < we bs ws A 
_ ” = = A. R 
| ö q A 95 - * ef . | 
: . | | <A »--— 4 
. ” 
* - - 
- - \ » 4 * 6 5 : - 
= ” * Pd » 4 bh . 
= 3 a y 1 > 7. 1 
* \ - 4 3 ' 0 4 a 
4 - 1 * 0 
0 * s ” 9 
p _ l : : * ö * V , \ p 
o * 4 — 4, 
5 FR 3 =- 
> 4 4 4 5 * 95 by * * 
Ls * — ” * = * - * 
. : . a o 4 * * 
's 2 » - 1 
. 3 » 4 
= _ C #5 . 
"# . - . 


” . ” £ 
* * 
P Þ- : = 
1 FEM 5 
I 4 1 2% . p 
4 oy 1a 4 
* „ 6 4 = = « "ay pe * * . . . - 
1 - 
- * hy - - yp - 1 — ".. , x 
: 4 2 1 9 * * : * FF 15 * a . 
R 4 % ** . 1 y d 
: a * 
- * 
* 1 1 * * 4 * 
— , . © © * — 3 
N — * * 
„ * a my 0 4 1 4 ” - - 
- 
= "7 . — 1 ' i 98 * 
* 7; / . 
. Es N * * — 


- * 1 1 - N . 9 
: . g ; # * . 
1 9 4 - * * ; = 4 : — . 9 8 1 ” 


* 


* 
8 14 * * 


o 
- 


g "7 * 
wa — 7 
he” — — Re Ss : * ” — | 
= 
5 
. * CES * 
3 . * 7 
5 r f 
2 * ” * + « LY - 
35 f : 
e OR * 7 * 
1 N 2 
"Se —_— * 5 
2 f ' : - 
. - ” _ ö > a py 
A ” Ws N 
1 7 - 
* * N. * 1 ” < * - — 
1 
a 


2» 
* 
* 
ac 
A” 
W 
ws 


23.1 

hs, - 

A 
2 

* 

4. 

- 


= 
* 
» 
- 


. " 4 
. . 94 * 
* 
* 
- b 6 
* N 7 
= * 
» * 
5 q 0 C * 
D « 
2 - N a 
P «4 % 
« oY d « 
© " * ” 
” 
L444 
* 
. 4 . 
* 
- 
* - . 
4 
; K * 
1 A . * 2 - 
— * 1 
” 5 
- ' of — - 4 


5 5 , 7 


* + A 1 4 
* 5 . on „ 
1 * . — UT. Al nn gt Yo - 4% ny 
A ” l * p ? : ” 


by — * 


y - : - 1 » * 
e 


n . * 


9 
N „eee * 
L , \ f iv Sa * ag 2 47 mt * 
227 Bros. = * — i 
Ki = r eee 7 
7 . §—˖ÜOk ot, +1 tf g > 44 
| N p * —_—— 1 * ; « . 4 ”s 
+ / r. *. Y = : | 7 - : xo of 
| | | | ; 9 
s i , ha l \ 
\ * « 
6 N . 5 6 
* 4 - ws . « * 
0 * 
t 
5 9 
? . 
*. - +, =. 
”y 


RI 


ULF or F FO 


ts > 2 


An. 
At 


8 


Ge 


= 5 
- — 


5 
e 


— = . *74 44 

er a1 857 tefive Spots 

—_— 4 wy +7 * 2 * 

PP 2 : eee, 
- 0 


a 8 


.eu 


Cape Honduras , 2 4 


. F . 


P 
1 Ef # _ 


LYK 
XS $f Fd — 


: ; \ : 
Au ue or 


ö * 
ſanbn., The New Boar 
Fg . | | 


— Vo . 


6 _— 


" 
* — ͤ—UwU—̃ ——— 
* 
or N . 


* 
— 
—— — U—[ 


5 „„ 


H7 0 D A N 


| ES, / ; | . Za Bivora on, | 
| 5 | | «. ell 
| | Ie 5 = 4” ro Route] 
, | | : | ” | q | +: Ii - | — — 2 c 8 i 
LEACH: 1 | | | 
. | 7 a | | 


: 8 > * 
2 4 + = Fi 
. o 
$ 


Ay 


n 


| | gu” 
I xl r Fol 
"* # & 22 
2 4 | 
EE bs 
* F 7 n 


90 3 89 88 


SE 
G*U 4 


8 83 82 


81 pe I 79 1 


Gzrral N- EDA | ' 75 


| Auuui Hay 28. 1793 by Zell . Fliceadilly 


— We on Room noe —ů——-— ꝛ— —ů 


£4 Wl 


2 ag 
— 8 
„ 
. 


. 
_ —— O_o. + 
1 — — ———ů ů ů - 2 — 


> » 
——_— - 


——_— 


85 


r 7 nes Mn. nee 


EA 


wy waui* 


* * N + RA. £% * 


2 


6 OS SE | e. Mar 29:1799 by I Stoakdbh . Biecadilly 


8 N 
5 * : | » er D 5 8 K » + \ g 
"FW A. . n reer e bs 8 a "ANN 1 . * anne Wa | ap vhs tng 4423 ene 
Wen. e ns} — N b | oy ; : 


40 


: i 
F 


> 


5 : . . 2 n 1 d ? 2 bs \ Ts” 2 : | :& ©? k 
RT To" re oro e r 
Y G — © v > 1 1 ye i 9 = 3294s 
1 *. * 2 rn 1 enn 0 8 — — - 4 % #4 
* ee ee ' — ** 2 8 N "wy 5 © * W 


0 


HS arte es 


. ned” SEELEEES; 


1 „ * , 17248, * 
3 ali Jy , * * 
e Fins” 
= T7 . * * 
. j © 1+ V5; * 
8 * 0 


Al ow 
> " 
"7 
a, 


* 


44 
D 
= 
2 
= 


1 


75 
\BIT 
= >. ö 


. 
= 3 
Ar. * 


* | 
*. 
OF 
FX 
— ö 
1 


115 


2 - 
2 36 


* 


8 
ENERAL 


* 
= 


© 


* 


%,. 


* 9 HISTORY: OF THE 


BOOK great Qceans were ancigntly diſtipguiſheA alſo, cw hal rela- . 
1. tire ation, by the names of the Nortii and South Seas 0. 


4 « j 
To that prodigipus chain of Iſlands which ein in a curve - 
from the Florida Shore on the Northern Peninſula, to ws - 


| Gulph of Maracaybo on the Southern, is given the denomination 
of Weſt Indies, from = - of India ry rf to 


2 not, * Mt: and others — ſu opoled: with | 
the idea of introducing a. New World to the knowledge of 
the Old; but, principally, in the view of finding a route to 
India by a Weſtern navigation; which he was led to think 
would prove leſs tedious than by the Coaſt of Africa; 4 


% r 


conclufion would have been juſt, if the geography of the An- 


- Fx * A 4-2 4 * 


cients, on which it was founded had been accurate fh). Indeed, 
| ca % 


N — of Nergh, applied to that part of the Adantic which flows 
into the Gulph of Darien, ſeems now to be entirely difuſed ; but the Pacific is 

fill commonly called the Sexth Sea. . 

brd entered towards the South, might, perhaps, have d- N 
circumſtance. 
eren te ch wt known 9 hence gogmgh; 
They invented the method fill in uſe, of computing the longitude and latitude of 


27 WW 


different places. Abconting 16 6 dUING, 3s oqpucter contined Who grams 
theſe they divided into twenty-four, parts, or hours, each equal to fifteen degrees, 


5 — 


I 


p ICT The country of the Seres or Sine being the fartheſt part of India known to tie 


ancients, was ſuppoſed, by Marinus Tyrius, the moſt eminent of the ancient geo- 
3 eraphers before Pale, to kn Mien hence, ar 226 AS WALES © 
ES mer dian, paffing through the Fortunate Iſlands, If this ſuppoſition was well found- 
1 , the country of the Seres, or China, was s only nine bours, or 135 degrees welt | 
from the Fortunate or Canary Iſlands 3 and the navigation in that direQion. was, | 
NN Gr OE NE VT CRT BOS PEI From- 
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FT WEST IN IEE VVV“ 
| — its trutn ahd ' 17, mn. 
| cher hie continued to altert His belief of it after the BIGGvEry r . 9 
| | Cubs and Hiſpaniols not dvdbtitig that dee Mithidy Ef- — 1 
the ſame idea. Even when the diſcovery of the a EE ' * 
had demonſtrated his miſtake, all the countries which Column.) 
| bus had-viſited fillretdined the name of the Indies ; und Men- ä 
- Cape of Good Hope, bad at length arrived by ati Euſtern ; : | 
nenn Indies of the We | N K NEE 5 
; ; Geographers 6 _ 
dee, who envying the glory. of Columbus, or giving re 
credit to ancient fable than to the achievements of their cotem- OTE E 
| L ing to the diſcover » 
| f Antilia or Antiles ; the name (according. to "yt Sh He 
t 3 — — e 68 5 i pili pie GS 1 ö 
5 ciples, according to the light which his age afforded; whereas reas if he had rope 4 ES OY ca] 
| | | without any ſuch ſupport, to Prime a new. aa 1 weſtward; 3 Bhs 


he would have been juſtly conſidered 5 
el Columbus Bled on bis firſt e e Ae, 2494. - 11 135 ö 6 3 
Bartholemus Dias diſcovered the CD Good Hope ; but it was not doubled .; ä 
Fa till the: year 149% when Vaſquez de Gama ſucceeded (for the firſt 'tinie in : __ 
| modern navigation) in this, as it was then ſuppoſed, formidable attempt. 5 | . 
w_ 52 though + .- if 


., Boz, dene to this comprehenſive and ſimple arrange- 


though the etymology of the word is as uncertain, as the appli- 
cation of it is unjuſt. To the Britiſh nation the name beſtowed 
by Columbus is abundantly more familiar: and thus the whole | 
of the New Hemiſphere i is, with us, commonly compriſed under 
three, great 2p North. IO South America, ad 
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ment, neceſſity or convenience has introduced more minute 
and local diſtinctions. That portion of the Atlantic Which 
is ſeparated from the main Ocean to the North and to the 
Eaſt, by the Iſlands 1 have mentioned, although cominbaly - 
known by the general appellation” of tlie Mexican Gulph, is 
elf e ſubdivided into three diſtin® Baſins : the Gulph 
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60 Tbe term Antils is applied by Hollinan to the Wi ENS See 


Inands only, and is by him thus accounted for: « Djountar — 


quaſi ante Inſulas America, nempe ante majores Infulas Sind Mæricani. He 
— * cif, Univ.) Rochfort and Du Tertre explain the word 


more immediately oppoſed to, or ſituated againfl, the Continent : thus he terms 


Cuba, Hiſpaniola, Jamaica, and Porto Rico, the Great Antiles, and the fmall 


Iſlands of Aruba, Curagoa, Bonair, Magaritta, and fome others near the coaſt of 
COR, the Southern Peninſula, the L; excluding the Caribbean Iſlands. 
A recurrence to the early Spaniſh Hiſtorians would have demonſtrat- 
© CU cle wes; a Ge word Aotika was applicto Blilpanicla and Cat 
before the diſcovery. either of the Windward Iſlands, or any part of the American. 


Continent. This appears from the following paſſage in the Firſt Book of the 
Firſt Decad of Peter Martyr, which bears date from the Court of Spain November” 


1493 eight months only after Columbus's return from his firſt expedition; 
« Qphiram Inſulam ſeſe reperiſſe refert: ſed: Cofm m tractu diligenter 
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manner, while Monſ. D* Anville applies the name to thoſe Iſlands only, which are 
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the Bay ef Ho 
CR The latter takes its name from that claſs of ade: wh. 

1 6 this part of the Ocean to the b ; 
were anciently pofſeſſed by a nation of Cannibals, the ſcourge . 1 
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YE! EA Ta... 1 | 
{g) It may be proper to obſerve, that the old Spaniſh Navigators, in ſpeaking of 1 
25A | the Weſt Indian Iſlands in general; frequently Wiftinguiſh them alſo into two 
| | elaſſes, by the terms Barkvento and Satauente from whence our Windward and $2 


Leeward Iſlands ; the Caribbean in ſtrict propriety the former clas 
(and as fuch 1 ſhall ſpeak of them in the courſe of this work), and the four lange 
"ON | Ullands'of Cuba, Jamaica, Hiſpaniola, and. Porto Rico, the latter, But our Eng- 
lik mariners appropriate boch terms to the|Caribbean Iſlands only, ſubividing 

| em according to their ſituation in the courſe of the trade wind; the Windward 
eee, eee e {toy 7 
ward commencing at Dominica, and | 
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| ” terlydireQtion for the ſpace of near three hundred 
the Northern n n 


the moſt important in its conſequences, of any tliat the mind of | 
mee ey gin Ne een u wege r | 
ſituated Mi” the * py. Cancer, the 45 

mate, as well in regard to general heat, as to the 2 
and conſequent variation c are neatly the Ame throngh- 

out the whole. The temperature of the air varics indeed con- 

ſiderably according to the of the land; "bit, with. his / . 
exception, the medium degree of Beat is wch the fame. 
the countries of this part of the globe. ö 

A TROPICAL year! fone: to comprehend bat two” | 

diſtinct ſeaſons; the wer and'the 3. but t 3s the rains io theſe. | 5 
climates conſtitute two great pr, 1 1 d; 
European year; under four diviſions. | (286036, HSE DI * . 1 
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t that cluſter of finalt ES; 
rocks; amb recfh-of fand, which ſtretch in 4 North - wel. 


one of them J that had-the-honour uf firſt receiving: Ce 
bus, after a voyage: the maſt bold and n nt in deſigu, and 
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(hb) Guanahani.- The whole group is called by the Spaniards Lucayos. == 
7 | Tun 
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8 n. 'yeenal- ſeaſun, or Spring; may 
of May, when the foliag 


of the trees eviden 


3 comeonly falling fix or eight | 
; divrned ra | 


Summer reigns in full glory. Not a cloud is to be perceived; 
and the ſky blazes with irr irrefiſtible fiercegels. For ſome hours, 
commonly between ſeven and ten in the morning, before the 
ſetting in of the ſea-breeze or trade-wind, (which at this ſea - 
Per lari 
until late in the evening) the heat is ſcarcely ſupportable but, 
vos ſconer is the influence felt of this refreſhing wind, than all 
Nature revives, and the climate, in the ſhade, becomes not 
very tolerable, but pleaſant. The thermometer now va- 
ries but little in the whole twenty-four hours: its. medium, 
| near the coaſt, may be. ſtated: at about 80% I have ſeldom 
OO Ine 85 at aon, nor much below 75 at 
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. ier abound at night, which have 2 ſurpriſing appearance to a 


. 2 | conſiſt &f different ſpecies, ſome of which emit a light, reſembling a ſpark of fire, 
WE i W „ eee MW e and others from their ſides in the act 8 
„ 2 Tbey are far more: luminous than e 175 
| „ "aig on all ſides, like {> many livio 8. 

BF of a 1raveller unaccuſtomed to the c 


ONE 


EZ of the 


+ than-ufoal. When, thels vaſt accumulations 
of vapour have riſen to a conſiderable h = rand 


nd can form eee ene 
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guſt. and the latter end of 
dreadful  viſitations of the 
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| conſiſt of different ſpecies, ſome of which 71 e a 
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vb deſeribed/ by various writers, and: their ede are known by 
f I. 


# 


late mournful experience to every inhabitant of every iſland  _} 
within the tropics, but thair immediate. cauſe Gama to lic far ; | 
I the limits of our eee N 


5 " Tawanps the ond of Ne "TA bn © Vi 
Bois wiggle of December, a conſiderable change in 4 5 
af the air is perceivable, The coaſts to the northward are nor, 
beaten by a rough and heavy ſea, roaring with. inceſſant noiſes ?: 
the wind varies from the caſt. to the-north-eaſt and north, ſome» 
times driving before it, acroſs the higheſt mountains, not only 
heavy rains but hail; till at length, the north wind having | 
acquired ſufficient force, the atmoſphere is cleared; now 
* | comes on a ſucceflion of ſerene and pleaſant weather. the north- 
5 . FE == 
—— OOO 3 


Ir this iuterval, Sas. fm. Decembe 0 — 
called winter, it is certainly the fineſt winter on the globe. 
To valetudinarians and porſons advanced in life, it is the ch. 
| mate of Fe. . e 
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"Twp account gu 1 3 hs given is, a to be = 
received not as uniformly exact and minutely particular; but 
as a general repreſentation only, ſubje& to many variations and 
exceptions. In the large iſlands of Cube, Hiſpanicla, and 
Jamaica, whoſe lofty mountains are clothed with foreſts per- 
| haps as old as the deluge the mins are much wore _— 
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which are without mountains, and others without wood ; both, 1. 
powerful agents on the atmoſphere. In the interior and ele. 
vated diſtricts of the three former iſlands, I beligve there are 
ſhowers in every month of the year; and on the northern 
_ coaſts of thoſe iſlands, conſiderable rains are expected in De- 
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1 05 ths ds wy or I fe reeze, which blows in 
| theſe climates from the eaſt, and its cofliteral it Pointe, with Little 
intermiſſion or variatiqh nine months in the year, the cauſes . 

| having been traced ani] diſplayed vith great diligence and ac- 
curacy by Dr. Halley, and repeater 

— E e but the peculiarity ef the En- 
I _ wind by night (than which nothing can be more 22 
Y refreſhing) has been leſs generally noticed. This is an ad- 
vantage, among others, which the larger iſlands of the Welt 


Indies derive from the great inequality of their ſurface ; for as 
ſoon as the ſea-bretze dies away, the hot air of the plans be- 


*© = rarefied, aſcends towards the tops of the mountains, and is 
there condenſed by the cold; which making it ſpecifically 
heavier than it was before, it deſcends back to the plains on £5 

both fides of the ridge. Hence a night-wind is felt in all the 
mountainous countries utider the torrid zone, blowing on all 
 fides from the land towards the thore, fo that on 4 north thore - 
the wind ſhall come from the ſouth, and on the ſouth ſhore 
from the north. 323. to this hypotheſis, it is obſerv- 
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Bor 1 now turn to ſcenes af eee FL de. 
to a retroſpect of theſe Iſlands as they muſt have appeared to 


* „1 


the firſt diſcoverers; than which, beheld from the ſea, no ob- 


jects in nature could have been more ſtriking to the imagi- 


nation; not only from the novelty of the ſcene, but alſo en 


| the beauty of the ſmaller iſlands, and the ſublimity of the 


larger, whoſe lofty mountains form .a ftupendous and awful 


picture; the ſubject both of wonder and contemplation. | 7 
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Non did theſe promiſing territories diſappoint expotutiin 
on 2 nearer ſcarch and more accurate. inſpection. Columbus, 
- whoſe veracity has never been ſuſpected, ſpeaks of their beauty 
aud fertility in terms of the higheſt admiration : © There is a 
river (he obſerves in one of his letters to King Fer 
which diſcharges itſelf into the harbour that 1 have named 
Porto Santo I/. of ſufficient depth to be navigable. . I had 


* the curioſity to found it, and found eight fathom. - Yet the 
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a The account thus given of the land-wind, i is n in ths words of i) 
Franklin, whoſe deſcription is ſo preciſe and accurate as to admit 4 
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93343 
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ment. In Barbadoes, and moſt of the ſmall iſlands to windward, the ſea-breene 


blows as well by night as by day. It is ſometimes the caſe in Jamaica in the 
months of June and July, the land at that time being heated to ſuch a degree, 
that the air of the mountains is not ſufficiently denſe to check the current which 
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icious freſhneſs to the air ; — 


z and 1 have frequently 
2 all my endeavours to con- 
| . 
? * which continually preſent themſelyes to our view, the de- 

een wil dg anf th rai.” as 
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| ence delightful ſpots, e 
buave been ſo many i 
| true, 1 that after the 
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BOOK "hs his en wi; hes dnss, this by human cultivation alone, 
3 WWA | T 


1 Bor as | the Weſt Indian Made in their mh is as : 
not without culture, ſo neither were they generally noxious 19 
Health. The plains or ſavannas were regularly ſown, twice in 
te year, with that ſpecies of grain which is now well knows 
un Europe by the name of Turkey Wheat. It was called by the 
Indians Mahez, or Maize ; a name it ſtill bears in all the Iflands ; 
| or does it require very laborious cultivation. This however 
| conſtitated but a part only, and not the moſt conſiderable part, 
of the vegetable food of the natives. As theſe countries were 
at the ſame time extremely populous, both the hills;and the 
vallies (of the ſmaller iſlands eſpecially) were neeeſſarily cleared 
ef underwood, and the trees which remained afforded: a ſhade 
that was cool, airy, and delicious. Of theſe, foe, as the 
| ow and the palmeto{/), are, without doubt, the moſt grace- 


(mn) Dr. Lind, in his * Edlay on the Diſeaſes of Hot Climates,” has prefervad 5 
an extract from the Journal of an Officer who failed up a river on the coaſt of Gui= 
nea, which affords a ſtriking illuſtration of this remark: © We were (ſays the 
« Officer )- thirty miles diſtant from the ſea, in a country altogether uncultivated, | 
4 overflowed with wates—ſurrounded with thick impenetrable woods, and over= 
run with flime. The air was fo vitiated, noifome and thick, that our torches and 
| « candles burnt dim, and ſeemed ready oY and even the human voice 
i its natural tone.” Part I. p. 64 

(% The ſpecies here meant (for there are ſeveral) is is the palmets-royal, or | 
mountain-cabbage. Ligon mentions ſome, at the firſt ſettlement of Barbadoes, 
about 200 feet in height; but Mr. Hughes obſerves, that the higheſt in his time, 
in that iſland, was 134 feet. I am inclined to believe, that I have ſeen them in 
. Jamiaca upwards of 150 feet in height; but it is impoſſible to ſpeak with cer- 
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Mo. i. Others enen en has, or 


bloſſom, and bear fruit throughout the year- Nor is-it unde- 
ſerving notice, that the great Father of mankind has diſplayed 
| Ki grades no in he ire ͤ of the wp 
themſelves; for, the foliage of the moſt part ſpringing only. 
from the ſummit of the trunk, and thence expanding into 
e 
Score is an aſſemblage of majeſtic 
duant canopy, 
culation of che air. . cop by; Pay at all. times im 

: per viĩous 
do the blaze, and refreſhed by the diurnal breeze, affords, not 
merely a refuge. from occaſional incan inconveniency, ene 
de and delightfl euer and katie. 
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"Loca were 8 of the Sun, and en 


verdure; of a growth unknown to the frigid clime and leſs vi. 
| gorous foilof Europe, for whatis the oak compared to the cedar. 
or mahogany, of each of which the trunk frequently meaſures. 
from eighty to nincty fect fram the baſe ta the lunbs ? What 
European foreſt has ever given. birth to a ſtem. equal to that 
ol the ceiba {o), which alone, fimply rendered concave, has 
been known. to produce a boat capable of containing one hun- 


dred perſons ? or the ſtill greater fie, * 2 * 
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Tur majeſtic ſcenery of theſe” tropical groves was at the - 
fame time enlivened by the ſingular forms of fome, and the 
ſuxpriſing beauty of others of the inferior animals which poſ- 


ſeſſed and peopled them. Although theſe will be more fully 


deſeribed in the ſequel, a few obſerva tions which: at pteſent 
_- veeurts-me, will, I hope, be forgiven. If it be true, that in 
moſt of the regions-of the torrid zone the heat of the ſun is, as as 
it were, reflected in the untameable fierceneſs of their wild 
beaſts, and in the exalted rage and venom of the numerous 
ſerpents with which they are infeſted, the Sovereign Diſpoſer 
of all things has regarded the Iſlands of the Weſt Indies with 
peculiar favour ; inaſmuch as their ſerpents are wholly* deſtitute 
of poiſon q), and they poſſeſs no animal of prey, to deſolate 


— that kind for fruit renown'd, MeL? 
' Bat fuck as.4c this day-t6 Indians diana „ 


5 ; 


Thinelline & hind and ory, ther ta the anonnet Is 
Th Wien rotie Gen i EAN Eby © © 
| Above the mother tree, a:pillar'd ſhade, 
Tp OT ONE achoing walks between 3 
Parade Lo, Book U 
It is called in Sr tea. Mr. Marſden gives the following | 
account of the dimenſions of one, near Manjee, twenty miles weſt of Patna in 
Bengal: Diameter, 363 to 375 feet; circumference of the ſhadow at noon, 1116 
| feet; circumference EXE I ons, is SO OY IN 
Hiſt. Sumatra, p. 131. 3 
(.) I fay this on the authority of Brown, Clarleveix, and Huge (of with 
he firſt compiled the Hiſtory of Jamaica, the ſecond that of Hiſpaniola, and the 
| laſt of Barbadoes)—on the teſtimony of many gentlemen who have reſided in ſe- 


= 1 LN: In Malabar and Decan, ſpreads-her.arms, - N 


xeral of the Windward Iſlands and on my own experience during a reſidence f 


fifteen 
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diſcovered on the banks of their rivers ; but notwithſtatiding 


ture, avoiding, with the utmoſt precipitation, the approach of 


' 1 er 
1 


fifteen years in Jamaica. In that time 1 neither knew not heard of any perfor. 
deing hurt from the bite of any one. ſpecies of the numerous ſhakes or lizards 
| Enown in that iſland. Some of the ſnakes I have myſelf handled-with perfet - 
| ſecurity. I conclude, therefore (notwithſtanding the contrary aſſertion of Du 
Tertre reſpecting Martinico and St. Lucia) that all the Iſlands are providentially 
but eſpecially thoſe provinces which lie under the Equator, abound in a high de- 5 
gree with ſerpents, whoſe bite is mortal, ——Mr. Bancroft, in his Account of 
Guiania, gives a dreadful lift of ſuch as are found in that extenſive country ; and, 
in ſpeaking of one, of a ſpecies which he calls the ſmall labarre; makes mention 
| of a negro who, was unfortunately bit by it in the finger. The negro had but 
juſt time kill the ſnake, when bis limbs became unable to ſupport him, and he | 
fell to the ground, and expired in leſs than five minutes, Dr. Dancer, in his 
Hiſtory of the Expedition from Jamaica to Fort Juan on the Lake of Nicaragua, 
in 1780, which he attended as phyſician, relates the following circumſtance: K 


| ſnake hanging from the bough of a tree bit one of the ſoldiers, as he paſſed along, 


pain, that he was unable to proceed: and when a meſſenger was ſent to him a 
few hours afterwards, he was found dead, with all the ſyinptoms of putrefaQion, 
| a-yellownels and ſwelling over his whole body; and the eye near to which he was 
| bitten, wholly difſolved. This circuniſtance was confirmed to:me by Colonel | 
| Kemble, who commanded in chief on that expedition. It may not be uſcleſs to 
add, that thoſe ſerpents which are venomous are furniſhed with fangs ſomewhat 
reſembling the tuſks of a boar: they are moveable, and inſerted in the upper jaw. 
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Voods af almoſt all the equatorial parts of America abounded 


them not larger than a ſparrow, are too well known to require 
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tion by: gentleneſs and frolic ; but their kindneſs, I know not. 
why, is returned by averſion and diſguſt. Anciently the 


with various tribes of the ſmaller monkey; a ſportive and fa- 


; Maciona led erm. which the people of Europe ſeem like 


— 4 them wa with fuck barbarous affiduity, that i in 74 
veral of the iſlands every ſpecies of them has been long fince 
_ exterminated. Of the feathered race too, many tribes have now 
nearly deſerted thoſe ſhores where poliſhed man delight ts in 
| ſpreading univerſal: "and capricious: deſtruction. | Among theſe, 
one of the moſt remarkable was the flamingo, an elegant and 
princely bird, as large as the fwan, and arrayed in plumage of 
the brigh teſt ſcarlet. > Numerous, however, are the fathered | 
kinds, deſervedly diſtinguiſhed by their ſplendour and beauty, 
that Rilt animate theſe. ſylvan receſſes. The parrot, and its. 


various affinities from the maccaw to the perroquet, ſome of 


| deſcription. Theſe are as plentiful in the larger iſlands of the 


Wo — 3 


| Weſt Indies as the rook is in Europe. But the boaſt of 


of the brilliance of whoſe plumage no combination of words, 
nor tints of the pencil, can convey an adequate idea. The 
conſummate green of the emerald, the rich purple of the ame- 
thyſt, and the vivid flame of the ruby, all happily blended 


American groves is doubtleſs the colibry, or humming bird; 


and enveloped beneath a tranſparent veil of waving gold, are 


diſtinguiſhable in every ſpecies, but differently arranged and 
N in each. Nor is the minuteneſs of its form leſs 
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mae object of admiration, than the luſtre of its plamage the C H Ay P. 
ſmalleſt ſpecies not exceeding av pv — 
ing the link which conaeQs the bird uad inted creation, | — 
Ir has been frequently. obſerved, ans wing 
. profuſe of ornament to the birds of the torrid. zone, ſhe has 
beſtowed far greater powers of melody on thoſe. of Europe ; 
and the obſeryation is partly true. That pro 
fic which in the vernal ſeaſon renders every grove in Great VC 
e OT 2 
altogether  filent or inharmonious, _- = 
ir is deſervedly celebrated, while the = 
e melody x 1 
the innumerable variety of doves abqunding in thaſe climate, 1 
form a concert, which, if it ſerve not to awaken the fancy, W 
contributes at leaſt to ſooth the affegtions, As The the anus 8 
muring of a frulet N 


— 


— namraiſt the 1adl of eminuely. de» SLA 
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ies the ſplendid aerial tribes of theſe regions, whoſe va- 
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, ble than their beauty, I now. return 
nee thets. the Snell ante ateins hone: of atiits th „ 
to the largeſt and moſt awful objects of inanimate nature. The 
tranſition is abrupt; but it is in the magnitude, extent, and 
elevation of the mountains of the New World, that the Al- 
mighty has moſt ſtrikingly manifeſted the wonders of his om- 
nipotence. "Thoſe of South America are ſuppoſed « rage 
twice the height of the higheſt in the ancient hemi 
even under the equator, have their er ane in exc 
D 2 
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elevated of the Weſt Indian Iſlands cannot indeed be com- 


pared; but ſome of theſe riſe,” nevertheleſs,” in amazing gran- 


deur, and are among the firſt objects that fix the attention of 


the voyager.” The mountains of Hiſpaniola in particular, 


a whoſe: wavy- ridges are deſcried from ſea at the diſtance of 


„ 
* 


y leagues, towering far above the clouds in ſtupendous 


magnificence, and the blue mountains of Jamaica, have never 
et, that I have heard, been fully explored. © Neither curi- 
oſity nor avarice has hitherto ventured to invade the topmoſt | 
of thoſe lofty regions. In ſuch of them as are acceſſible, na- 


ture is found to have put on the appearance of a new crea- 


tion. As the climate changes, the trees, the birds, and the 


inſe&s are ſeen alſo to differ from thoſe which are met with 


| below. To an unaccuſtomed ſpeQator, looking down from 
| thoſe heights, the whole ſcene appears like enchantment. The 


firſt object which catches the eye at the dawn of day, is a vaſt 


| expanſe of vapour, covering the whole face of the vallies. Its 


8 | ON IN 
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boundaries being perfectly diſtinct, and vifibly circumſcribed, 
it has the exact refemblance of an immenſe body of water; 
while the mountains appear like ſo many iſlands in the midſt 
of a beautiful lake. As the ſun increaſes in force, the proſpect 
varies : the incumbent vapours fly upward, and melt into air; 
diſcloſing all the beauties of nature, and the triumphs of in- 


duſtry, heightened and embelliſhed by the full blaze of a tro= - 


pical ſun. In the equatorial ſeaſon, ſcenes of {till greater 
magnificence frequently preſent themſelves ; for; while all is 


calm and ſerene in the higher regions, the clouds are ſeen be- 


low * * the ſides of the | mountains in vaſt bodies; 
f till, 
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till, growing more ponderous by accumulation, they dal at cH 8 


length in torrents of water on the plains. The ſound of the 


tempeſt is diſtinctly heard by the ſpectator above; the diſtant 


lightening is ſeen to irradiate the gloom; while the thunder, 
_reverberated i in a thouſand * — mg beneath his Not. 


Ar betty as the r mountains FOR are, it is 


- wonderfully true, that all the known parts of their Kuntiitts 


furniſh inconteſtible evidence that the ' ſea had once dominion 
? over them. Even their appearance at a diſtance affords- an 


argument in ſapport\ of this concluſion. Their ridges re- 
ſemble billows, and their various inequalities, inflexions, and. 


convexities, ſeem juftly aſcribable to the fluctuations of the 
deep. As in other countries too, marine ſhells are found in 
great abundance in various parts of theſe keigtits. I have ſeen- 


on a mountain in the interior parts of Jamaica petrified oyſters- : 


dug up, which perfectly reſembled, in every the moſt minute 


particular, the large oyſters of the weſtern coaſt of England WM 
a a ſpecies not to be found at this time, I believe, in the ſeas of the 
Weſt Indies. Here, then, is an ample field for conjecture to ex- 
patiate in; and indeed few ſubjects have afforded greater exerciſe 
to the pens of phyſical writers, than the appearances I have men- 
tioned. Some philoſophers aflign the origin of all the various 
inequalities of the earth to the ravages of the deluge. Others, 
conſidering the mountains as the parents of ſprings and rivers,. | 
maintain that they are coeval with the world; and that, firſt 
emerging from the abyſs, they: were created with it. Some 
again aſcribe them to the force of volcanos and earthquakes: 
the Almighty,” ſay they, while he permits ſubterranean. 


a 5. HISTORY or. THE. 8 


BOOK fires to ſwallow up cities and plains » 
| L . cauſes them to produce promontories and iſlands in another, 
96 „ „ — — 


ALL heals we IM 1 concur, 8 in che belief 
chat the ſurface of the globe has undergone many ſurpriſing 
V and violent convulſions and changes ſince it firſt came from 
5 the hands of the Creator. Hills have ſunk into plains, and 

vallies have been exalted into hills. Reſpecting the numerous 
iſlands of the Welt Indies, they are generally conſidered as the 
tops of lofty mountains, the eminences of a great continent, 

' converted into iſlands by a tremendous concuffion of nature, 
which, Increaſing the natural courſe of the ocean from Eaſt to 
Weh, os Ki a vaſt exon af level country under water * 


Bor notwithſtanding all that has been written on this | 
ſubject, very little ſeems to be known. The advocates of this 
ſyſtem do not ſufficiently conſider, that the ſea could not have 
covered ſo great a portion of land on one ſide of the globe, = 
without leaving an immenſe ſpace as ſuddenly dry on the 
other. We have no record in hiſtory of ſo mighty a revoluk 
tion, nor indeed are many of the premiſes on which this ** 
potheſis i is built, eſtabliſhed in truth. 


Pxznars, inſtead of n theſe iſlands as the frag- 
ments of a deſolated continent, we ought rather to regard them 
as the rudiments of a new one. It is extremely probable, chat 


WD, See L/Abbe Rayeal, L'Abbs 3 and others. 
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many of them, even now, are but beginning to emerge from ona 
the boſom of tha deep. Mr. Buſſon has ſhewn, by: innnmtro- . 
vertible evidence, that the battom of the ſes bears an cizatt re- — 
ſemblance to the land which we inhahit; conſiſting, ne he | 
earth, of hills and vallies, plains and bollows, rocks, ſands and 
foils of every conſiſtence and ſpecies. To the matiam of the 
waves, and the ſediments which they have depoſited, he im- 
putes too, with great probability, the regular poſitions of the | 2 
various ſtrata or layers which compoſe the upper parts of the eo ED . 
earth; and he ſhews that theſe ſtrata cannot have been the | „ 
effect of a ſudden revolution, but of cauſes flow, gradual, and 
ſucceſſive in their operations. To the flow of tides and rivers, 
_ depoſiting materials which have been accumulating ever ſince 
the creation, and the various fluctuations of the deep operat= 
— thereon, he aſcribes, therefore, moſt of the great changes - 
wich have happened in the original ſtructure of our globe, 
and the rife of many of thoſe heights and inequalities which 
in ſome parts embelliſh, agd in n "Te our limited view at | 
leaſt) deface __ 


Bor by what means ad theſe materials, whine — SS . 

; together, and raiſed to the utmoſt reach of the ſurrounding " 

fluid, ſtill continue to increaſe till they became elevated to the He | 
height at which we now behold the Alps and the Andes ? WW 

| can believe that the ocean, on Mr. Buffon's ſyſtem, has at any 

time lifted up his waves to the peak of Teneriff, or the ſnows of 

Chimborazo /s} ? Theſe are points that mock our reſearches; 

for conjectures are endleſs, and the labours of — wang of 


(5) The-highet of the Andes. | 25 
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BOOK fires to ſwallow up cities and plains „„ 
cauſes them to produce promontories and iſlands in another, 
> — 


ALI theſe and other 3 concur, however, in the belief 
' that the ſurface of the globe has undergone many ſurpriſing 
P and violent convulſions and changes fince it firſt came from 
| the hands of the Creator. Hills have ſunk into plains, and 
vallies have been exalted into hills. Reſpecting the numerous 
iſlands of the Welt Indies, they are generally conſidered as the 
tops of lofty mountains, the eminences of a great continent, 
converted into iſlands by a tremendous concuffion of nature, 
which, increaſing the natural courſe of the ocean from Faſt to 
Weh, Has laid a vaſt extent of level country under . 


Bor notwithſtanding all that has ww written on this 8 

ſubject, very little ſeems to be known. The advocates of this 
ſyſtem do not ſufficiently conſider, that the ſea could not have 
covered. ſo great a portion of land on one fide of the globe, _— 
without leaving an immenſe ſpace as ſuddenly dry on the ; 
other. We have no record in hiſtory of ſo mighty a revolu= 
tion, nor indeed are many of the premiſes on which this hy- 
pothefis 3 is built, eſtabliſhed i in truth. 


PxRnArs, inſtead of * theſe iſlands as the frag- 
ments of a deſolated continent, we ought rather to regard them 
as the rudiments of a new one. It is extremely probable, that 


(7) See LAbbe Raynal, L Abbt Pluche, and others. | 
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boſom of tha deep. Mr. Bufſom has ſhewn, by: innemtto - 1. 


. vertible evidence, that the bottom: of the-ſea. bears an exact re- | ; 


ſemblance to the land which we: inhabit:;. conſiſting, like-the 
carth, of hills and vallies, plains and hollows, rocks, made and 
ſoils of every conſiſtence and ſpecies. To the metian- of tha 
Waves, and the ſediments which they have depoſited, he im- 
putes too, with great probability, the regular poſitions of the 
various ſtrata or layers which compoſe the upper parts of the 
earth; and he ſhews that theſe ſtrata cannot have been the 
effect of a ſudden revolution, but of cauſes ſlow, gradual, and 
ſucceſſive in their operations. To the flow of tides and rivers, 
depoſiting materials which have been accumulating ever fince 
the creation, and the various fluctuations of the deep operat- 
ing thereon, he aſeribes, therefore, moſt of the great chafges 
which have happened in the original ſtructure of our globe, 
and the rife of many of thoſe heights and inequalities which 
in ſome parts embelliſh, 2 (to our limited view at 
leaſt deface it. 


Bur by what means did theſe material, wha accullialices 
together, and raiſed to the utmoſt reach of the ſurrounding 
fluid, ſtill continue to increaſe till they became elevated to the 
height at which we now behold the Alps and the Andes ? Who 
can believe that the ocean, on Mr. Buffon's ſyſtem, has at any 
time lifted up his waves to the peak of Teneriff, or the ſnows of 
Chimborazo {s} ? Theſe are points that mock our reſearches; 
for conjectures are endleſs, and the labours of as. wane of 
<< The-higheſt of the Andes. | 
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of the Charaitts, or ancient 8 75 the Winkuard Ilan, 
Origin. Diſiculties attending an accurate inveſtigation of = 
their character. Such particulars related as are leaft diſputed 
Concerning their manners and diſpoſitions, perſons and domeſtic 
babits, education" of their children, arts, manufattures, and go- 
vernment, delirious rites, funeral ceremonies, Geo _ 
e T 


TY 


ſons, and endeavoured to convey to the reader ſome 
faint idea of the beauty and magnificence with which the 
hand of Nature arrayed the ſurface of theſe numerous Iſlands, | 
I ſhall now proceed to enquire after thoſe inhabitants to whoſe 


ſupport and conveniency they were chiefly found en 


een ee 


TY 
$440 - X. 


= ben been obſerved in the preceding chapter hat Co- 
lumbus, on his firſt arrival at Hiſpaniola, received inform: 


I 


of a barbarous and warlike people, a Wen of Caraiddlh, who 


frequently made depredations on that, and the neighbouring 


Illands. They were called Caribbees, or Charaibes, and were 
repreſented as coming from the Eaſt, Columbus, in his ſe- 


cond 2 1 were the inhabitants of 
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AVING . a CHAT, 


' * bh WS 


nun isrogr or ThE — | 


1 Go o R Tux great difference in language and character between theſe 
Th HH  favages and the inhabitants of Cuba, Hiſpaniola, Jamaica and 


— 


—— Porto-Rico, hath given birth to an opinion that their origin 
alſo, was different. Of this there ſeems indeed to be but little ö 
doubt; but the queſtion from whenee each clas of Iſlands was 
 - firſt peopled, is of more difficult lution. Rochefort, wo 
| publiſhed his account of the Antilles in 1658, pronounces' the 
. Chaxaibes to have been originally a nation of Florida, in North 
America. — He ſuppoſes. that a colony of the Apalachian 
Indians having been driven from that continent, arrived at the 
Windward Iſlands, and exterminating the ancient male inhabi- 
tants, took poſſeſſion of their lands, and their women. Of the 
n be preſumes that the tural 1 5 
. r boppily: eſcaped the: deſtruction which 1 
ee | their unfortunate neighbours; and thus aroſe the diſtincin 
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b . D Charaibes, the 
6: | generality of hiſtorians have given their aſſent 3 but there are 
doubts attending it that are not eaſily ſolved. If they migrated 
fram Florida, the imperfect ſtate and natural courſe of their | 
navigation, induce a belief that traces of them would have | 
been found on thoſe iſlands which are near to the Florida 
| Shore; yet the natives of the Bahamas, when diſcovered by 
Columbus, were evidently" 2 Similar people to thoſe of Hit. 
(.) Rochefort Hiſtoire des Illes Antilles, liv. ii: e. vii. See alſo, P. Labat 
nouveau Voyage aux Ifles de L'Amerique, tom. iv. c. xv. 


% 


—— @ fe en Do 


— —— r 
2 * * 

i 
- n * 


— 
4 Aa. — * boa 2 » 2 A - — in 
— \ 
G < % 
_ F4 
— * 
— . * 
, - 
S +4 1 - . 4 
% p 
* Lu 2 
LY 
— 
= - 
% - 
A OY * 
WEST, INDIES. 3 
Js : U 5 


| paniola 750. Beſides, it — known. that there 8.6 1 
exiſted anciently eee e ee e. of Cha- 1 þ 8 
raibes, on the Southern Peninſula, extending from the river \ 
Oronoko to Eſſequebe, and\throughout the whole province  - 
of Surinam, even to Brafil ; ſome of Which ſtill maintain their AE 
independency. It was with one of thoſe tribes that our coun 25 
tryman Sir Walter Raleigh formed an alliance, when that com- p 
mander made his romantic expedition: to-the coaſt of Ga 
in-2595 {c); and by him. we are aſſured that the. Charaibes. | 


- 


North. Rochefort em her ghee en e allied 
conſtantly to Guiana (. It does not appear that they enter- 
ee he men ate de of Narben a , 1159 et 
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S a2 » 


11 2 84 5 ” * 
* * 
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Ir may be. ho t, perhaps, that the Continental Chat 
were themſelves « emigrants. from the Northern to the Southern 

- Peninſula: But, without attempting to controvert the poſition, = 

to which recent diſcoveries ſeem indeed to have given a:fulk 


confirmation, 0s; that. the Abe Continent | fie 


: 
* 
o * 1 c q 


6) Herers, lib. ix. chap. i. | (+) Neger | 's Hiſtory of Guin, p. 359 
(4) Hakluyt, vol. . p. 6. (+). Martyr, Decad. 2. lib. i. — 
Rochefort, liv. ii. c. vii. See allo, Note 94 to Dr. Robertſon's Hiſtory 


of America. The people called Galibis, mentioned by Dr. R. are the Charaibes 
of the Continent, the term Galibis or Calibis (as it is written by Du Tertre). 
being, as I conceive, 4-2 adn OS. VE ONE i, b. %% 
and Du Tertre, tom. ii, p. 360. _ 3 ä 
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5 O © K niſhed. inhabitants to the e Noch Welern parts * 
2 America, 1 conceive the Charaibes to have been a diſtinct race, 
7 widely differing from all the Nations of the New Hemiſphere; 
and T am even inclined to adopt the opinion of Hornius and other : 
writers, who aſcribe to them an | oriental * from actols 
CC ——— eee 
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— Wb RieeighleCvcinctaltbidbihe 
race, can be proſecuted with ſucceſs only by comparing their 
ancient manners, laws, language, and religious Ceremonies with 
thoſe of other nations. Unfortunately, in all or moſt of thoſe 
particulars reſpecting che Charaibes, our knowledge is is limited 
within a narrow circle. Of a pevjile engaged in perpetual 
warfare, hunted from iſland to iſſand by revenge and rapacity, 
few opportunities could have offered, even to thoſe who might 
have been qualified for ſuch reſearches, of inveſtigating the 
natural diſpoſitions and habitual cuſtoms with minyteneſs and 
precifion. Neither indeed could a juſt eſtimate have been 

formed of their national character, from the manners of ſuch 

of them as were at length ſubjugated to the European yoke; 
for they loſt, together with their freedom, many of their original 
| characteriſtics; and at laſt even the defire of acting from, 3 
impulſe of their own minds. We diſcern, ſays Rochefort 7 27. * 
a wonderful change in the diſpoſitions and habits of the | 
Charaibes. In ſome reſpects we have enlightened, i in others (to N 
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ger“ arguments in fupprt of is opinion ve ajeined in he Appendix 
to Book 1 


"0 Rocheſort. liv. ii. . 7 456. 


1 


* wn * 2 - 
$ * - 2 D = 
* 1 1 . 
" * 
= 
. CY 
. 
— 
* - 
.. _ 
* : * 4 
S - - 
= - 
* A 2 
. * 
- 
M . 
= N - 
- — 


* 7 . | PRE 7 * a ” . * N — 2 g* a 7 » + 4 . | 4 
ws 2 A E 8. 1 | I N D 1 E r 6 N : Ly 
p | | | . P ; * | * | : ; h 


Wy 


- 


it ſpoken) une babe corrupted them: An cid C HA R - + 


| | b * 1 
. md] 
. A 5 | Ss * 
: OY » % 
as bad as 
— . 
NG . - x 
* = 
= 
- 
o 
7 * * 2 
- 
= 
- 
* * 
” 
* ; 
EF 
4c 2 > 4 © d 3 * w » b 4 
8 er ene 8 ; 
| . 7 r . s 
- | . 
- 
— 
1 n 4 
* 2 — - # 4 - »- 4 4 Ko p 7 ad $ 
> © 2 14. 4 33. * 418 S ds. FI + r N 1 > n . 1 
1 * 4 = — - SY I ©. + 4 Mo d 1 8 — : « 2 ba 7 s % « = + * * : *% 9 P * 0 4 
5 — ee — — 8 2 8 P © # 27'S Wo ES & © * 7 *. = 3 * > 4 ou 3 
| " ' 1 eee * . 
N - 


a. 8 


= BD, . 
* . r * > Y #.Þ _ 1 „ o _—_— 2. — - py, * 9 . | * ” : 2 : 
1 8 | l 3 > N : 5 1 4 Ez Ea Ye = 9 g 5 
4 . 4 $ -- du | 8 - Y 2 . 44 4 N 18 3 * 7 Fr 
ON : Gr Sf Koen & - 8 — 2 44 wk 24 id #5. 4 (2333 & 6.4 = | * 
. 89 © ; ; 
Turm panit and warlike diſpoſition have 
* . 


1 ns have not failed to notice 
5 * — 89 . 2 * g , _ . * 
; 2 . 1 N 5 _ Ld $ ; CE / ky © b J | ; . : OF 2 | ? : 2 


* F 


J 1 


A s - "> 4 - * * N 5 
- | * + > > g d a | $ 


elt Indies, he dwells frongly 
* Peut on: connoitre (he obſerves) le 
< fans oeſſe les chatimens levès ſur 


1 o 


et la ſdretẽ 


* 


LS. 3 = 4 
0 * r 


oY | * N 
. : = P y £ 4D 7 , "T7 
T 1 
19 L * - 4 &F * 4 P * . 4 
ce CE - „ 4 * % # FI 14 3 1 i du; y * 4 *. 
— *. a 2% 


„ _- 526k Oe eee 
9 B 0. O K the moſt diſtinguiſhable of their qualities 4%. Reſtleſs, enter - 

| I. prizing and ardent, it would ſeems they conſideted war as he 

— chief end of their creation, and the reſt of the human race as 

| f their, natural prey; for they devoured. without remorſe the 

; ; | | badies of ſuch of their enemies (the men at leaſt) as fell into 


their hands. This cuſtom. is ſo repugnant to our feelings, that 

| for a century paſt, until the late diſcoyeries of a; ſunilar practioe 
in the countries of the Pacific. Ocean, the philoſophers of 
Europe had boldly impeached the veracity; of the moſt eminent 
ancient voyagers who had firſt recorded the exiſtence of it. 

op Eyen Labat, wha reſided in the. Weſt Indies-af a. period when | 

: ſome of the [lands ſtill remained in poſſeſſion of the C. 
RF cn, dg<lares. it to be bis opinion that inſtances. of this abominabie 
among them, were at all times extremely rare -c 
OED effect only. of a ſudden impulſe of revenge arifig from m- 
1 ordinary and unprovoked injury but that then ever made 
n fs premeditated excurſions to the Wing iſlands for the purpoſe | 
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45 0118. 24851 2011 zoqtit 2 Nika ben mi gn Aran 
(4) FL : Robertſon, in not 9g w dhe fel ol, of his Hiſtory, of, ae 
7 quotes fr | a MS. Hiſtory of Ferdinand and Iabella, written by Andrew 
ee. Columbus, the following inftadce 
2 bravgry, of the Charaibes, A canoe with four men two minen, an] 
| dly fell. in with Columbus's: fleet. A Spaniſh bark b 58 
£60 was Kut to take hem, and the fleet in the mean time cutoff 
< communication wich che thore, Inſtead af giving. way'.to-deſpair, this 
< Charaibes fixed their, arms with undaunted reſolution, und began the 
« anack, wounding ſeveral of the Spaniards although they hag targets. as well 
« as other defenſive armour, and even after the cance ns overſet, it was with | 
4 go little difficulty and danger that ſome of - ther; vere ſocured; äs Whey dun- 
< tinued to defend themſelves, and a OE EI 
© {mvmajng jn the les.” 
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\NevenTrnLEss eee ee — x 
Mankind: b ee, a eee enen e ä 
Aby che abe ge lee ae, bt „„ WWW 
having landed himſeif at Guadaloupe on its firſt diſcovery Tn, REES. 
| he beheld imfeveralicottuges the head and be of the human 7 
body recently iſepatated} and ovidently kept for obcafional re- 
paſts: "He releaſed, ar the fame time; ſeveral of the natives of 1 
r e. e ehen 2 — R 
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5 nes br is tnuſt he cantefind; the diſpoſition of the C „ 

Nibes leaves no dp ee e e . 1 
reader;: by whom it is probable they' will be consdened rather 
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Perhape, thar it was nearly as juſtifiable to exterminate hem 

nens . | oo 

ol the wilderneſs ; fince they who OV Are are entitled. . 
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lib. f. cap. W. 2. . Bonerok' Mie of Guiana, p. 25h) who is of EC: 
opinion, that no other tribe of Indians in Guiana eat human fleſh but the Cha- 
raibes, Amongſt theſe, the proof that this practice till ſabſiſts is inconteſtible. 
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0 OK Bur among themſelves hey were peaceable, and towards 
de * 0p each other faithful, friendly. and a ate , They con- 
22585 ha ſidered all ſtrangers indeed, as enemies; and of the people of 
Europe they formed a right eſtimation-—The-antipathy which 
they manifeſted towards the unoffending natives of the larger 
iſlands appears extraordinary; but it is ſaid to have deſcended 
do them from their anceſtors of Guiana: they conſidered thoſe 
F | illanders as a colony of Arrowauks, a nation of South America, 1 
wich whom the Charaibes of that continent are continually at 
W bak. 5 We can aflign no cauſe for ſuch hereditary and irre- 
F „67. . 
„ they had din in battle excites our abho NC 
1 4 
dictates of our nature. It is allowed that with regard to the 
people of Europe, whenever any of chem had acquired  thitir 
confidence, it was given without reſerve. Their friendfhip: 
„ was as warm as their enmity was implacable. The Charaibes. 
> of Guiana ſtill fondly cheriſh the tradition of Ralcigh's alli- 
1 wuaee, and to this ay aeg the * colour which he 
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or the lofiineſs of FUR 8 and their. abhor 
ſlavery, a writer, not very partial towards them, gives the fol- 

OO +» Jowing illuſtration: © There is not a nation on earth (e 

ERS e Labat) {7} more jealous of their independency than the 
 Charaibes. They are impatient under the leaſt "infrings- | 
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? (e) Rochefort, liv. ii. cap, i. Du Tertre. tom. ii. p 339 · 
4 7 ) Rochefort) liv, ii. chap. x. p. 449 ( Bancroft, p. 25% be . 
1 0m iv. p. 329. FEY | | 
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« reſpe&t and deference which the natives of Europe obſerve to- I  _ 7 

_ « wards their ſuperiors, they deſpiſe us as abject laves ; Wonder. 

11 * ing how any man can beſo baſe as tocrouch before his Gul 
cf KRochefort, who confirms this account, relates alſo that when 

| Kidnapped and carried from their native illands into flavery,, - 

as they frequently were, the miſerable captives commonly funk IEEE 

_ under a ſenſe of their condition, and finding refiſtance or efape  _ © 
n r 


To this principle conſcious equality «d] nate Hgnity, — nn 
„ they manifeſted forthe e 
inventions and improvements of civilized life, Of our fire-arms = 
they ſoon learnt by fatal experience, the ſuperiority wa —'_ 
1 e and thoſe e W b "but our arts | +, 
common ay; other _—_ nations, was "ge w- 2 
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5 - "Jigs e W noticed in them for military 5 — 
enterprize, had a powerful influence on their whole cond ut. 
Engaged in continual warfare abroad, they ſeldom appeared 7... +, 
_ chearful at home. Reflections on paſt miſcarriage, or anxious SS — 
W __ 


© (5) Rochifort; liv. ii. cap. xi. Labat relates that the following ſentiment 
oa e Iſlands t-— 1 
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Love itſelf, which exerts its influence in the frozen _ 
deſerts of Iecland, maintained but a feeble dominion oel the © 


Charaibes Cu). Their inſenſibility towards, their women, 


although they allowed 2 plurality of wives (x), has bech fe- 


marked by many writers; and it muſt have ariſen from ex- 
trinfic cauſes ;—from the pretlominance of paſſions strong 5 


| enough to counteract the effects of a climate which powerfully 
diſpoſes to yoluptuouſheſs, and awakens the inſtincts of nature 
| much. ſooner than colder regions. The prevailing bias of their 


minds was diſtinguiſhable even in their perſons. Though not 
fo tall as the generality of Europeans, their frame was robuſt. 


and muſcular ; ; their limbs flexible and. active, and there was a 
| penetrating quickneſs, and a wildneſs f in their eyes, that ſeemed 5 
an emanation from a fierce and martial ſpicit /y). But, not 


fatisfied with the workmanſhip of nature, they called in the 


; aſſiſtance of art, to make themſelves more formidable. They _ 5 
painted their faces and bodies with arnotto fo extrayagantly,, | 


that it was with difficulty their natural com plexion, which was: 


nearly that of a Spaniſh. olive, was diſcoverable under te 
ſurface of crimſon 629. However, as this mode of painting. | 


themſclves was practiſed by both ſexes, perhaps it was at firſt | 
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(% Du Tertre, tom. ik. E (2 8 6) Mae. s. 
6 Oviedo, lib. iii. This agrees likewiſe with the Chevalier Pinto's account: 


of the Braſilians in note 42 to vol. i. of Dr. Robertſon's Hiſtory. . « At the 


« firſt aſpect a Southern American appears to be mild and innocent, but, on 
* p00. er 


« diftruſiful and ſullen.” : 
4 (s) Rochefort, liv. ii. e. ix. | n. 3 
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derxterity and ſtrength, to ſwim with agility and boldneſs, to 
catch fiſh and to were acquirements of indii- 
n of their children was well 
due to the attainment of them. One method of making = - 
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30 0 K could obtain rai aria); Ber des wore fibordinare 
; Objects :—The Charaibes inſtructed their youth, at the fame 
-- ame, in leſſons of paticnce and. fortitude ; they endeavoured 
. N to inſpire them with courage in war, and a contempt of danger 


T -hatred, and implacable thirſt of revenge towards 
- _ the Arrowauks. The means which adopted for theſe 
| reſpects ſuperſtitious; in others cruet 
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„ As ſoon as a male child was brought into the world, he was 
ſprinkled with ſome drops of his father's blood. "The cere- 
maonies uſed on this occaſion were ſufficiently ful” to the 
father, but he ſubmitted without emotion or complaint ; 
| believing that the ſame degree of courage — J 
belt diſphyed, was by theſe means gonadal + J. 
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(ii see Rochefort, © xxviti. Abd ah N 
arrows were commonly poiſoned, except when they made their military ener-. 
ſions by night. On thoſe occaſions they converted them into inſtruments of 
ſtill greater miſchief ; for by arming the points with pledgets of cotton dipt into 

diu, and ſet on flame, they fired whole villages of their enemies at a diſtance *, 
5 | The poiſon which they uſed, was a concoffion of noxious ums and vegetable 
juices t, and had the property of being perfectly innocent when received ine 
the ſtomach, bur if communicated immediately to the blood, through the 
Lighteſt wound, it was generally mortal. The Indians of Guiana ftill pregare 
a fimilar poiſon. It is r 
large quantities, is is an antidote. (Tor Helios DP Es Fe 
Au. de la Condamine, n 88 
® Rochefort, ch. zx. p. $59» : + Oviedoy lib uk >, 
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If ſucceſs attended his meaſures; the feaſt and the CHAP, 
deans. He exchanged his name a ſecond II. 
time 5 «fuming in futute that of the — eta TT 
that had fallen by his hand Vi). 
1 Ir was probably this laſt mentioned teſfimony” of public 8 
Es III 8 88 


Charaibes of South ern 2 inftitution the more ; 5 . 

_ excuſeable, as their women from re religious motives, carefully © 
—_— xptial inteteurſe after pregnancy (/. Lam — 
the condition. of hes poor creatures was at the | 5 
1 Pp 3 thy deen 48 
ſacceſsfut courage, the wife thus Hon nourably ob- 1 
tained, was ſoon confidered of as little value as the, captive. LE 
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| Deficient i in thoſe qualities which alone were eſtimable among | 
the females were treated rather as flaves than 3 
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all theſe cruel circumſtances it'is not wonderful that they were 1 55 1 


„* 5 . 


Tality towards their wives was not peculiar to the Charaibes. © - 
It has prevailed in all ages and countries among the uncivilized = 
l and the firſt viſible proof that a people 'is - 
n EE Oe diſplay of "tenderneſs - 5 
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Prnnars a more intimate n (not now „ OY 
| tained) would have ſoftened many of the ſhades which thus 
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| (+) Labat, tom. li. p 15 nd c. 


(6) Lafitau, $om, i. p. 390% 1 | 
% Father Joſeph Geo ke. arm fret tain te 

Ferme tranſlation) that the Charaibes of the 
| Continent puniſh their women caaght in adultery, like the ancient Iſraelites, | Ro 
2 by ſtoniag them to. eee eee 8 
ſind this fact recorded by any other writer, and becauſe it is evidently brought = 
forward to ſupport the author's hypotheſis that the Americans are originally | | 
deſcended from the Jews, I ſuſpect that it is not well founded :—at leaſt. there 7 8 
is no trace that ſuch a cuſtom exiſted among the inſular Charaibes. Rochefort 
ſpeaking af the latter, obſerves, that before they had any intercourſe with the 7 
— Chriifinge they bug, no, becauſe (fays he} 0 
. * the crime itſelf' was unknown.” —He adds, that when this,. with other © 
European vices, was introduced-among them, the injured husband berame his | 
own avenger.—Labat's reaſoning on this head is too curichs to be omitted: _ ON 
| U[In'y a que les femmes qui ſoient obligtes a Fobꝭiſſguce, et dont im .. „„ 
ſoient  abſolument les maitres. Us portent cette ſuperiorité juſqu” 3 Fexces, 
© et les tuent pour des ſujets tres legers. Un ſoupgon &'infidelits; bien ou mal 
4 fonde, ſuffit, ſans autre formalits, pour les mettre en droit de leur caſſer la tete. 
* Cila off un peu ſavage à la veritt ; r 
© femmes dans leur devoir.” Tom. ir. P. 327 
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lation of each to be nearly the ſame in proportion to its extent, 
the whole number will fall greatly ſhort of the computation - 
of Las Caſas. | Perhaps if we fix on three millions, inſtead of 
tr, as the we ſhall approach as near the truth as poſſible, 
| on a queſtidn that admits not of minute accuracy. Indeed. 
ſuch are the accounts of the horrible carnage of theſe poor 
people by the Spaniards, that we are naturally led to hope that IT 
their original numbers muſt have been greatly exaggerated; — 
firſt by the aſſociates of Columbus, from a fond and excuſable 
| propenſity to magnify the merit and importance of their dif- 
COVerics, as undoubtedly they were afterwards by the worthy 
18  prelate I have quoted, in the warmth of his honeſt indignation | 

ES . at the bloody proceedings of his countrymen: with whom 
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ſome writers, the origin of that dreadful diſeaſe wich the 
| Infliction of which they have ahmoſt 'revenged the calumitics * 
| brought upon chem by de avurice of —if indeed the 
vencreal contagion was firſt introduced into Spain from theſe = 


| Hands; a concluſion to which, all chat has 
Deen written in fore fi eee 
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3 Gesiaenm is alſo found ; the Almighty fo remembering mercy in judgtent 
| © that, when bur fins provoke puniſhment, he ſends likewiſe a remedy. was 
* « acquainted wich many perſons who accoinpa 
| ©ſecond voyages, and ſuffered of this diſeaſe x 
ite, a man much reſpected of the King and 
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of whom was Pedro Marga- 
In the year 1496 it 


* manner-to. treat it— When, aſter this, Gonzales Fernandes de Cordova was. 
© ſent. with an army by his Catholic Majeſty on behalf of Ferdinand the 
Second King of Naples, ſome inſected perſons. accompanied that army, and 

by intercourſe with the women, ſpread the diſeaſe among the Italians and 
| | ® the French ; both which nations had ſuceefively che honor of giving it a. 
_ "* 00a... dut in. trath. it came; oaiginally Hom Higanicla, whe it it was very. 
r 


„ ˙ m 
det the venereal infoftion was known in Europe many centuries before the 
| diſcovery of America although it is poſſible it might have broke out with: 
i renewed violence about the time of Columbus's return from his firſt expedi- 

| tion.— This was the era of wonder, and. probably the infrequency of the con- 
| tagion before that period, gave colour to a report, perhaps at firſt maliciouſly- 
propagated by ſome who envied the ſucceſs of Columbus, that this die was: 
ne of the fruits of bis celebrated emenyrize. It is impoſſible, in the ſpace of a | 


— , | [0 


Oviedo} „ 


Columbus in his firſt and 


begin to ſpread in Europe, and the pliyſicians were wholly at u loſs in what 
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nook, er a pekte who Wann 
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inclination without labour, ſhould ſometimes incline to be indo- 
lent, is a circumſtance not very extraordinary. As the wants 


muſcular ſtrength the natives were inferior to their invaders, 


out ſuppoſing any degradation of their nature, and with no 
very unfavourable impreſſion of the climate. 


however were pliant and active, and in their motions ey 
diſplayed both gracefulneſs and caſe. Their agility was emi- 


nently n in their dances; wherein they delighted 


5 9 e. I uns their a, * —— _ 


FF L“ 
gation of it come within the delign of my work. I thertfore refer Tuch of my 
readers as are defirous of forming a decided opinion on the queſtion, to the 
Philoſ. Tranſactions, vol. xxvii. and vol. xxxi. (No. 365 and No. 11) alſo to two 

learned treatiſes on the ſubje& by Mr, Sanches, publiſhed at Paris 1772 and 


1774, and to the. authorities referred to by Mr. Forſter in his « Obſervations | 


made during a Voyage round the World,” p. 492. & In Stow 's Survey 
of London, vol. ii. p. 7. is preſerved a copy of the rules or regulations 
eſlabliſbed by Parliament in the-cighth year 6f Henry the Second, for the 
government of the licenſed ſtews in Southwark, among which I find the fol- 
lowing, © No ſtewholder to keep any woman that hath the perilous —_— 
ef burning.” % eee 


4 P. * * ii. c. vii. 
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| of nature were ' ſupplied -almoſt - ſpontaneouſly, and no cover- 
ing was abſolutely. requiſite but the ſhade, that neceſſity which 
urges men to action, and, by exerciſe, invigorates the -fibres, 
Was here wholly unknown. It is probable therefore that in 


and being leſs accuſtomed to labour, they might alſo require 
leſs nouriſhment. Theſe concluſions may be admitted with- 


Their limbs 


and excelled ; devoting the cool hours of night to this. _ 5 


| _cuſly throwing and returning from one party to the other, an 
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erening to the dawn; and al fifty thouſand men and 
women were frequently aſſembled together on theſo occaſions, 
they ſeemed. actuated by one common impulſe, keeping time by 
reſponſive . motions of their hands, feet, and bodies, with an 
exactneſs that 'was wonderful = Theſe ah. * 


- ular Glens, and bring 
were called Arietoet; a ſingular feature i in ; their 


tations, of which I ſhall preſently ſpeak. .. 


, -. 
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of dancing, another diverfion was 
hey called Bato; and it appears 
e the accountginen of i by the 8 hiſtorians , 
that it had a diſtant reſemblaiice- to the Engliſh game of 
. cricket; for the players were: divided into two parties, which 
ae changed ; and the ſport conſiſted in dexter-.. 


Baso nSC che 


claſtie ball; which hewever was not caught in the hand, 
or returned with an inſtrument; but received on che head, 
the elbow, or the foot, and the dexterity- and force with 
which it was thence repelled, was- aſtoniſhing and inimita-: | 
„ not to a [people incurably: enervated = 


II. Tazy are, ; nevertheleſs, . pronounced by many writers, 
to have been na inferior to the natives of Europe, mot”. 
ßſ,np̃̃ 

(1) Oviedo, libs vi, e. ü. Herrara, lib. iii. cir, K 
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$4 0 OK * bodily nenghs but likenic-is as wa 5 
ö y 

e e = more. confidence. chan proof. That the minds like the body, 
a acquires ſtrength by employment, is indeed a truth which, we = 
„ all acknowledge, becauſe we all ira — > 
. powerfully . —— eee eee 
do guard. again} inconveniences which ate not felt. If our 
users therefore roſe im ſome. reſpect to a degree of refine= — 
ment not often obſervable in favage life, it may juſtly be pre- oY 5 
f Ml ſumed that in a late of £ paneling eny: Wile wed 2 


= - 


BFF 1 e asien alone. ns e „ 


_ recurring” to the varus otbar-cante afligued by phileſaphan, - 
F 1 accounts. Her the 3 of their. ideas. ow = 
its mw rr 1 
aahbundantiy ſupplied by the: faſter affeRionsz by (wetneſs x 
_ por: wks; All writers who | 
have treated af their character, agree that they were | 
| ably the moſt gentle and beneyolent of. the human race. 
Though not bleſſed with the light of revelstion, they practiſed, 
one of the nobleſt precepts of Chriſtianity, forgiveneſs af their 
enemies: laying all that they poſſeſſed at the feet of their oo _ 
Re preſſors; courting their notice, and preventing their wiſhes, - 
nAuich ach. tondneſs and afliduity, as one would have thought 
„ might have difarnied habitual cruelty, and melted bigotry | 
| into tenderneſs (/. 3 

teu) Martyr, Herrara, r. Columbus, e. xvii xxx. Kc. be. ; 
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after Columbus s firſt. arrival at Hiſ one of his ſhips 
was wrecked on the cbſt. The natives, ſcorning to derive - 
Advantage to themſelves from the diſtreſs of the ſtrangers (un- 
conſcious indeed of the calamities which their arrival was foon 
„ 


4 of che goods and proviſions that were 
not the finalleſt article was embenled. 
and „ 


on the fans and while this poor Indian lamented his 
misfortune: in terms which excited. 
offered the Admiral (the tears flowing 
TIRE himſelf poſſeſſed, in o reparation 
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4 1 unexampled in the 
e Martyt, Decad, , b j. < 
(0) Fer. Col. Co Xii.  Herrara, Decad. i. lib. i. c. xvii. 
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turn of mind, the following is not the leaſt remarkable. Soon . 
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nnn ** tee theta of a band of 


L 


—— on his departure for Eurtipe. Guacanahari however was co-- 

vered with wounds in defending them from his injured country- 
men {p}; to whoſe juſt reſentment the Spanith-ruffians at length 
fell a facrifice; but their anger was of ſhort duration. On 
Columbus's return, in his ſecond voyage, their fondneſs revived ;. 
and for a conſiderable time the Spaiiiards lived among them in 


robbers, whom Columbus, with no ill intention, left in the iſland, 


perfect ſecurity, exploring the interior parts of the country, both. 


in companies and individually, not only without moleſtation, but 

invited thereto by the natives. When any of the Spaniards came 

near to a village, the moſt ancient and venerable of the Indians, 
or the Cacique himſelf, if preſent, came out to meet them, 
r Theſe benches: 
ſeem to have been ſeats of honor reſerved for their gueſts; or 
the Indians threw themſelves on the ground, and kiſſing the 
hands and feet of the Spaniards, offered them fruits and the 
choiceſt of Woke nr eatreating ie prolong their jon 
_ noble chem nd 1 preſence. 
conſecrated their dwellings, and brought a blefling with it 9% 
Tux reception which Bartholomew Columbus, who was ap- 
pointed Lieutenant, or Deputy Governor, in the abſence of the 
Admiral, afterwards met with, in his progreſs through the iſland. 


them into their habitations, ſeated- 


to levy tributes from the ſeveral Caciques or Princes, manifeſted. 


. . nen, but on many occaſions min. 


D Herrara, Decad. i. lib. ii. c. ix. Fer. Col. c. A. 
TCD, Herrara, Decad. i. lib. ĩ I. C. XIV. F. Col. C. XXVII. 
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— * CHAP. 
had all heard of the wonderful cagerneſs of the ſtrangers for gold: III. 
and ſuch of them as poſſeſſed any of this precious metal, willingly 9 
preſented all that they had to the Deputy Governor. Others, 
who had not the means of obtaining gold, brought proviſions and 
cotton in great abundance {r /.—Among the latter,was Behechio, 
a powerful Cacique, who invited the Lieutenant and his at- 
tendants to his dominions ; and the ent unment which they. 
received from this hoſpitable chief is thus deſcribed by Martyr. 
As they approached the king's dwelling, they were met by his 
wives, to the number f thirty, carrying branches of the palm- 
tree in their hands; who firſt ſaluted the Spaniards with a ſolemn 
dance, accompanied with a general ſong. | Theſe matrons were 
ſucceeded by a train of virgins, diſtinguiſhed as ſuch by their 
appearance; the former wearing aprons of cotton cloth, while the 
latter were arrayed only in the innocence of pure natiire. Their 
5 hair was tied ſimply with a fillet over their forcheads, or ſuffered? 
do flow gracefully on their ſhoulders and boſoms. Their limbs | 

were finely F — 
were ſmooth, ſhining and lovely. The Spaniards were ſtruck with 
admiration, believing that they beheld the dryads of the woods, 
and the nymphs of the fountains, realizing ancient fable. The 
branches which they bore in their hands, they now delivered 
with lowly obeiſance to the Lieutenant, who, entering the palace, 
found a plentiful, and, according to the Indian mode of living, 
a ſplendid repaſt already provided. As night approached, the 
Spaniards were 1 to ſeparate —_— n, n * 
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| them was accommodated with a cotton hammock; tet 
morning they were again entertained with dancing and ſinging. 


Thinws wasfollowed by matches of wreſtling and running forprizes; 
after which two great bodies of armed Indians unexpectedly ap- 


peared, and a mock engagement enſued; exhibiting their modes 
of attack and defence in their wars with the Charaibes. For 


three days were the Spaniards thus royally entertained, and 
on _ TER . nenen en, 


UI. Tus fubmillive and e n of theſe TY 


7 people. towards their ſuperiors, and thoſe they conſidered. as ſuch, 
was derived. probably, in ſome degree, from the nature of their 


government; which, contrary to that of the Charaibes under a. 


 fimilar climate, was monarchical and even abſolute. The regal 
authority however, though not circumſcribed by poſitive in- 
tutions, was tempered into great mildneſs by that conſtitutional | 
© benevolence which predominated throughout every part of their 


conduct, from the higheſt to the loweſt. The ſympathy which. 
they. manifeſted towards - the diſtreſs of others, proves that 


they were not wretched. themſelves; for in a ſtate: of abſolute, 
ſlavery and — men are S devoid. both. of virtue. | 


„ 


" wan 7 as we 1 Fl ers cally Clin 5 theis 


power was hereditary:—But there were alſo ſubordinate Chief. 
tains, or Princes, who were tributaries to the Sovereign of each 
diſtrict. Thus the territory in Hiſpaniola, anciently called Xara- 


uay, extending from the plain of ä to the Weſtermoſt 
part 
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<A the kingdom of the Cacique Bihechis, CHAP. 


whom I have mentioned above; but irappears from Martyr, that 
no lefs than thirty-two inferior chieftains or nobles had juriſ- 
diction within that ſpace of country, who were all accountable. 
to the ſupreme authority of Behechio /. They ſeem to have 
ſomewhat reſembled the ancient barons or feudatorics of Europe; 


| holding their poſſeſſions by the tenure of ſervice. Oviedo relates 
that they were under the obligation of perſonally attending the 
 Sovereigh, both in peace and war, whenever commanded fo to 
do /t. It is to be lamented that the Spaniſh hiſtorians afford. 

| concerning OE TO. or the. 


very little information 
nature and extent of "thei eee, — 


Tas whole an of Hiſpaniolawadivided i into five 8 


; 3 of two of which, when Columbus firſt landed, Gua- 
canahari and Behechio were abſolute ſovereigns—A third prin-- | 
 eipal Cacique was Cuanaboa, whoſe hiſtory is remarkable: He: 

had been originally a War Captain ameng a body of Charaibes, 
who had invaded, the dominions of Behechio, and, on con- 
dition of preventing the further incurſions of his ans garage 1 


had received his ſiſter, the beautiful Anacoana, i im marriage; to- 
gether with an extent of country, which he had converted i intoa 


followers in Hiſpaniola, had introduced into this part of the. iſland. 
_ the Caribbean language; and alſo the uſe of- the- bow and 


0. Mary, Decad. ib, v. 


Wy Oviedo, lib. iii e. iv. 
| 65) Ovid, . 


ſeparate kingdom. The eſtabliſfiment of this leader and his 


nf * with the * of whioh.the natives 0 HB 
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BO o k the be es illands were generally unacquainted. Cuanaboa how- 
LL ever ſtill retained his ferocious diſpoſition, and having been ac- 
IO cuſed by Guacanabari before Chriſtopher Columbus, of murder- 
ing ſome of the Spaniards, was ordered by that commander to 

tbe ſent to Spain: but the ſhip periſhed at ſea. The fad fate of 

-his unfortunate widow, the innocent Anacoana, who was moſt 
atrociouſſy murdered in 1 505, by Ovando, the Governor of Hiſ- | 
-paniola, for no cauſe, that I can diſcover, but her fond attach- 

ment to Bartholomew Columbus, having been related at large 
UF 


. Tur lands of Cuba and Jamaica were divided, like Hiſpa 4. 
into many principalities or kingdoms; but we are told that the 
JJ) ͤ nt ce NS} 7 
It has been remarked, that the dignity of theſe Chicftains was 
1 © Hereditary 3 but, if Martyr is to be credited, the law of ſucceſſion | 
28 mamong them, was different from that of all other people; for he 
* Sbſferves Cg, that the Caciques bequeathed the ſupreme autho- 
rity to the children of their ſiſters, according to ſeniority, diin- 
heriting their own offspring ; © being certain, adds Martyr, that, 
by this policy, they preferred the blood royal; which might not 
<< happen to be the caſe, in advancing any of the children of their 
numerous wives.” The relation of Oviedo is ſomewhat dif- | 
ferent, and ſeems more probable : he remarks that one of the 
wives of each Cacique was particularly diſtinguiſhed above the 
reſt, and appears to have been conſidered by the ts at large 
as the reigning Queen /a); that the children of this men 2 


0 P. Martyr, Decad i. lib. ii. (z) Decad. iii. c. ix, 
{#) Oviedo, lib. v. c. iii. 


ing 
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A. ſucceeded to the father's honors; but, in C HAP. 
default of iflue by the favourite Princeſs, the ſiſters of the Caci - III. 
gue, if there were no ſurviving brothers, took place of the Caci- 

que's own children by his other wives. Thus Ahacoana, on 

the death of Behechio her brother, became Queen of Nara - 

guay (5).. It is. obvious that this regulation was intended to 
5 - -ERRGP * 
whoſe r 


— Ciciqas was diftiaguidhed by 3 
„ ts. In travelling through his dominions, . 
ke was commonly bothe on men's ſhoulders, after a manner very 
er 
Indies {c}. According to Martyr Cd, he was regarded by all his 
ſubjects with ſuch reverence, as even exceeded the bounds of na- 
ture and reaſon; for if he ordered any of them to caſt themſelves * 
| Headlong from a high rock, or to drown themſelves in the ſea, . | 
alledging no cauſe but his ſovereign pleaſure, he was obeyed. 
without a murmur: an to the oo in . 


. wheche bs avid Prince; 
u u extended to his memory after death; a proof that his au- 
thority, however extravagant, was. ſeldom abuſed. When a 
Cacique died, his body was embowelled, and dried in an oven, ö 
. moderately heated; ſo that the bones and even the ſkin were pre- 


% Renan, libs vi, e. l (e) Remes, ib. . , . 
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B 8. 0 K dente Fe). The cand. then placed i in a cave with thoſe 
of his anceſtors, this being (obſerves Oviedo) among theſe ſimple 
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people the only ſyſtem of heraldry; whereby they intended to 
render, not che name alone, but the perſons alſo, of their wor- 


tles immortal. If a Cacique was flain in battle, and the 
| body could not be recovered, they compoſed ſongs in his praiſe, 


which they taught to their children; a better and nobler teſti- 


mony ſurely, than heaps of dry bones or even monuments of 
© marble; ſince memorials to the deceaſed are, or ought to be, in- 


Ended leſs in bar of the dead, ar ems Re 
Toma POM effafions n 1 of hs Glem- | 
ties, which, as hath been obſerved, were called Arietoes ; con- 
Free -ompa in 
ſtruments made of ſhells, and «fort of rn. the ſound of which 


was heard at OR ther The: TEN * 


1 0 Herrara, kb. ili. © lit. F. 868 e. Ia. | 
Y is related by Martyr, that on the death of a Cacique, the moſt beloved 


of his wives was immolated at his funeral. Thus he obſerves that Anacaona, 
on the death of her brother King Behechio, ordered a very beautiful woman, 


whoſe name was Guanahata Benechina, to be buried alive in the cave where his 


body (after being dried as above mentioned) was depolited *. But Oviedo, 
though by no means partial towards the Indian character, denies that this cuſtom 
| was general among them t. Anacoana, who had been married to a Charaibe, 


probably adopted the practice from the account ſhe had received from her huſ- 
band of his national cuſtoms. And it is not impoſlible, under a female adminiſ- 


tration, —among ſavages,—but that the extraordinary beauty of the 2 
victim, contributed to her deſtruction. 


* Martyr, Decad. iti. lib. ix. : ann 28 | 


li) Herrara, lib. il. e bv. P. Martyr, Decad, il. e. vii. F. Columbus. | 
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gentleneſi in peace: formed a national hiſtory /b. which, was. 
at once a tribute of gratitude to the deceaſed monateh, and 
a leſſon to the Ming. Nor could any thing have been more 
inſtructive to the riſing generation than this inſtitution, ſince ĩt 
comprehended alſo the e e 13g country, and the- 
for victory in war, e e public e lan 
the voice of ſeſtivity, and the language of love, were likewiſe - 
the ſubje&ts of theſe exhibitions; the dances, ſo effential » | 
or gay as the occaſion required. -It 
is pretended that among the traditions thus publicly recited, - 


part of them, being grave 


LI 
A ad 
. 


| there was one of a prophetic nature, denouncing ruin and 
deſdlation by the arrival of ſtrangers  compleatly. olad, nd 
armed with the lightning of heaven. The ceremonies which 
were -obſctved when this awful prediction was repeated, we rl 
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were indeed the ſlaves of ſuperſtition. Their general theology, 
(for they had an eſtabliſned ſyſtem, and a prieſthood to ſupport 
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it) was a-medly of groſs fly and childiſh traditions, the n- 5 


with a ſtrong ray of ſunſhine 


neſs. Hiſtorians have preſerved a remarkable ſpeech of a ve- 


nerable old man, a native of Cuba, who, TAR 9 


| (+) Oviedo, lib. v. e. iii. 5 1 
« {4) Martyr, ut fupra. - Herrars m. f. c. iv. 
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< this life there is another, wherein a very. different portion 


© to die, and believe, with us, that every one is to be rewarded: 


Columbus with great reverence, amd preſenting. a baſket of 


ties (he obſerved) or mortal men, we know not. Lou are 


« we inclined to reſiſt it, reſiſtance would be folly. . We are: 
all therefore at your mercy ;; but if you are men, ſubject to 
mortality like ourſelves, you cannot be unapprized, that after - 


* is allotted to good and bad men. If therefore you expect 


® in + future ſtate, e eee eee e 


3 burt * 2 * 


| Taxis notions yy * een * hoerer to hve 


den Wee md del. Why ſuppoſed that the. ſpirits of 
good: men were conveyed: to a pleaſant valley, which they called - 


Coyaba ; a place of indolent tranquillity, abounding with 


and other delicious fruits, cool ſhades, and murmuring a 
lets (1); ' in a country where drought never tages, and the hur-- 


ricane is never felt. In this ſeat of bliſs (the Elyſium of auti- 
quity) they believed that their greateſt enjoyment would ariſe 
from the company of their de parted anceſtors, and of thoſe. 


r 


their. fila piety, and of the warmth anditenderneſs of theig 
afefions and diſpoſitions. | 


(13 Herrara, lib. ii. c. xiv. Martyr, bo i, m. . 


Y Fer. Col. e. lui. 
| (m) Herrara, lib. iii. Co oY 
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beings, ſcems to indicate a greater degree of improvement than III. | 
we are willing toullow to any'of the natives of the New Hemi- — 


ſphere. Although, like the bes, our iſlanders acknow- 
ledged a plurality of Gods, like them too, they believed in the 

exiſtence of one ſupreme, inviſible, immortal, and omnipotent 
T7 Creator; whom they named Jocabuna (n}. But unhappily, 
with theſe important traths, theſe poor people blended | the 
moſt puerile and extravagant fancies, Which were neither 
founded in rational piety, nor productive of moral obligation. 
They „ to the! ſupreme Being, a father and mother, 

diſtinguiſhed by a variety ef names, and they 
ſuppessd the ſan and moon to de the chief ſeats of their re- 
dence {o}. Their fyſtem of idoloworthip was, at the ſume time, 
more lamentable than that of the Charaibes ; for it would ſeem 
that they paid divine honors to ſtocks and ſtones converted into 
images, which they called Zemi; not regarding theſe idols as 
ſymbolical repreſentations only of their ſubordirſate divinitiet, 
and uſeful as ſenfible objects, to awaken the memory and ani- 
mate devotion, but aſeribing divinity to the material itſelf,” and 
actually worſhipping the rude ſtone or block which their own 
hands had faſhioned. It may be obſerved, however, that an 
equal degree of folly prevailed among people much more en- 
— lightened. The Egyptians themſelves, the moſt ancient of 
civilized nations, worſhipped various + kinds of animals, * 


6 Martyr, Decad. l. lb K. F. Columbus. 
0 F. Columbus. E. Martyr. Benzoni, 
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BOOK repreſentations of animals; Heme of thenp the moſt noxious in 

mne: and even the accompliſhed philoſophezs of Greece and 

"Tp ” Roa, paid divine honours to men te whom they had them- 
ſelves given an apotheofis !—So nearly allied, in religious re- 
ſearches, is the blindneſs of untutored nature, to che infuffici- 
e cee 
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1 r havinderd beenaflerted (whether july os not) that * the 
< ſuperſtitions ;;of Paganiſm always wore the appearance of 
©. pleaſute, and often. of virtue , but the theology of our 
poor iſlanders bore a different aſpect. By a lamentable incon- 
ſiſtency in the human mind, they conſidered the Creator of all 
things as wholly regardleſs of the work of his hands; and to 
haue transferred the government of the world to ſubordinate 
and malignant. beings, who. delighted in converting into evil 
that which. R pranqunced to be good. The effuſions. of gra- 
titude, the, warmth of affection, the confidence: of hope, formed. 
no part of their devotions. Their idols were univerſally 
hideous and frightful, ſometimes. repreſenting 4 toads and other 
odious reptiles ; but more frequently the human face horribly 
diſtorted. a proof. that they conſidered them, not as benevo- 
lent, but evil, neee of tenor not af admira- 
tion and love. 


70 "RY alive this. ſacred and * prejudice i in. the minds 
of the multitude, and hei ghten | its influence, their Bobitos o 


Le 
* - 


| (4) Oben 


Prieſts, 


- 


2ͤĩ1ĩ,êt]0ſ hs Montnnts af bs 


— 
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9 CHAP, 4 


in the Zemi was invoked and worſhipped. Nor was it per- 


| mitted to the people at large, at all times, to enter, and on 


CT OR their 
en. The Bohitos undertook to be their meſſengers and 
interpreters, and by the nnr avert the 
dangers which: they The ceremonies. exhibited on 


the. popular ſubjection. In the fame. view, the Bohitos added. 


" ena. power in 1 
poſed, that the alliance between church and ſtate, was not * 


theſe folemnities, though grofely ridiculous, were well calcu-. 
N 


"to. theis holy profeſſich, the practice of phyſic, and they claim- 
ed likewiſe the prirülege of educating the. children of the firſt 
d 1 combination of 9 which, 8 


* m 1 i . 


* ; | : 3 8 S . 


an other nations religion. was here made the inſtrument. 


by the Prieſt, was e impiouſly pronounced the decree of heaven... 


Columbus relates that ſome of his people entering 


into one of their houſes of worſhip, found the Cacique employ- 


ed in obtaining reſſ from the Zemi. By the ſound of 


de voice which came from * they knew that it was... 
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* hollow, aid-daſhing it to the ground 46'expoſs b 
1 , they diſcovered a tube, which was before covered with leaves, 
that communicated from the back part of the image to an inner 
apartment, whence the Prieſt iſſued his precepts as through a 
ſpeaking trumpet; - but the Cacique earneſtly entreated them . 
e o ſay nothing of what they had ſcen; declaring that by means © 
| of fach pious frauds, he collected — „ 
dom in fu n _ 


e ee bse will as 3 
enter into any further detail of the various wild notions, and fan- 0 
taſtical rites which were founded on ſuch arts and impoſtures. 
Happily for our iſlanders, however, the general. ſyſtecm of their 
1 ſuperſtition, though notamiable, was not cruel. We find among 
tithem but few of: thoſe barbarous .ceremonies which filled the 
Mexican temples with pollution, and the.ſpeRators with horror. 
They were even more fortunate in this reſpect than the otherwiſe 
happy inhabitants of the lately diſcovered. iſlands:in the Southern 
Paci Ocean; amongſt whom the practice of offering human 
- «Hacrifices to their deities, is ſtill as dreadfully 5 gt 
EE WWW 0 


Minis thus mentioned the natives of the South-Sea: Idands, 

J cannot but advert to the wonderful ſimilarity : obſervable in 
many reſpects, between our ill-fated Weſt Indians and that 
placid people. The ſame frank and aſfectionate temper, the 
fame chearful ſimplicity, gentleneſs and candour —a behaviour, 
devoid. of meanneſs and treachery, of cruelty and revenge, are ap- 


„EST I DIE 


— CHAP. 


2 diſtance from each other, and divided by the intervention af 
the American Continent, we may trace a reſemblance even in 
many of their cuſtoms. and inſtitutions ;/ ſuch as their national 


government, and their funeral ceremonies. I pretend not, ho- 
ever, to affirm eee to create the 


preſumption of a common origin. The affinity peroeivable in 


probably from a fimilarity in their circumſtances and fituation, . 
operating on the general principles of human nature. Placed - 
alike in a happy medium, between ſavage life, properly ſo called. 

| and the.refinements of polithed ſociety, they are und equally. / 


paſſions of the former ſtate, and from the artificial neceſſities, the - 


| _ reſtraints and ſolicitudes of the. latter... To a ſpeculative mine 


ſuch a ſituation may appear, for a moment, even ſuperior ; 
to our on; but if we admit” (fays. the elegant hiſtorian 
of. the amiable. Otaheiteans) . that they are upon the whole 


— 
= 


| ſongs and dances, their domeſtic cxconomy,” their ſyſtem: of 


che diſpoſitions and virwars of theſe widely fnwental Wikis, weld - _ 


exempt from the ſordid corporeal diftrefſes and ſanguinary / | 


III. 


* 
* wh 
_ 7 
F = 
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«-happicr than we, we muſt admit that the child is happier than 


«© the man, and. that we are loſers by the perfection of our na- 
ture; 5 * nlargemer 
8 


In hols 3 n nm 
add conſiderably. to the value of life, I believe the Otaheiteans 


4. 


8 


60 Hawkeſworth's Vojuges, vol. i 3 
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| _ territories of the South-Sea conſiſts of the bread-fruit, A 
I plantain; boch which flouriſh there ſpontaneouſly ; and although 
the inhabitants have likewiſe plantations of yams and other eſcu- 
lent roots, yet the cultivation of none of them appears to be as 
extenſive, as was that of the maize in the Weſt Indies, or to dif- 
play equal ſkill with the preparation of the caſſavi-bread from the 
2 * The Wan 2 nm 
poſſeſſed 
40 Dr.-Robertfon, i nn n p· 3 
as che natives of the New World had no tame animals, nor the uſe of the metals, 
their agriculture muſt neceſſarily have been imperſect. It ſhould howeyer be ce. 
5 IA membered that as every family raiſed corn for their own ſupport, and the iſlands (2 I 
+ being (ts uſe the expreſſion of Las Caſas) *abounding with inhabitants as an 
ITY « anthill with ants,” a veryſmall portion of ground allotted to the maintenance of = 
each family, would comprehendrin the aggregate an immenſe ſpace of cultivated | 
country. Thus we find Bartholomew Columbus obſerving, that the fields about = 
| Zabraba, a country in the Gulph of Darien, which be viewed in 1503, & were ll 
© covered with maize, like the corn fields of Europe, for above fox leagues to- 
« eether.” Unacquainted with the ſoil of the Welt Indies, Dr, Robertſon ſhould 
have delivered his ſentiments on this ſubje& with diffdence. That foil which is 
known in theſe .iſlands by the name of brick-mould, is not only ſuperior to moſt - 
others in fertility, but requires very little trouble in cultivation. Among our 
illanders, to whom the uſe of iron was unknown, inſtruments were ingeniouſly 
formed of tone, and of a certain ſpecies of durable wood, which were endued with 
nearly equal ſolidity and ſharpneſs. We find them felling large trees, building 
canoes and houſes, and forming domeſtic utenſils of exquiſite workmanſhip. 
Poſſeſſing the tools and materials neceſſary for theſe purpoſes, they could not be 
„„ IT AUS for the Fl GEO IRON Lt 
capable of much reſiſtance. . 
i) L' Abbe, Raynal, in dppeſrion. te Oe whine of all the early Spanidh 
| hiſtorians who have treated of the diſcovery and productions of America, (none 
of whom indeed does he appear to have conſulted) aſſerts that the manieck 
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raiſed alla, both the maize_ and the maniock in er dard. 
ance; and they had acquired the 
from diſtant riyers, in times of drought JJ. It 


- 


— 


dee not} intimately acquainted, win the American 
to. obſerye, chat P. Martyr, in his: firſt decad, which 5 Y 
1493 ſeven months only after the return of Columbus from his firſt voyage, © 5 . : 


HTS TOR LY or „ 


v | apptkition) the ſuperiority is on the gde ef Otahbite yet'the 

Funn, of the Weſt Indians were fully ' fafficicht/ for the 

FE ks navigation they were employed” in; and indeed were by no 
=. means © ſea-boats.. We are told chat ſome of 
theſe veſſels were navigated with forty ours 72; and Herrara 
relates, chat Bartholomew Columbus, in paſſing through the 
- Gulph'of ' Honduras, fell in with one chat was eight feet in "aq 
| breadlh; and in Weigh equal to « Spaniſh galley. ' Over hem 
middle was an awning, compoſed of mate and palm-tret * 
* underneath which” were difpoſed' the women and 
An. eren both from mim und We ng er the faite 
was laden with commodities from Jucatan 9 TIRES RS | | 


et 


= 


T 4 ** . "I 1118 


On the other hand, our iſlanders far ſurpaſſed the people of 
Otaheite, in the elegance and variety of their domeſtic utenſils. 
and furniture; their carthenware, curiouſly woven Seds, ait — 
implements of huſbandry. Martyr ſpeaks with admiratilnnn 
| of the workmanſhip of ſome of the former. of theſe. In the 
account he gives of a magnificent donation from Anacoana to 
Bartholomew Columbas, on his firſt viſit to that Princeſs,” he 
- obſerves that, among other valuables, ſhe preſented him with. 
fourteen chairs of ebony beautifully wrought, and. no leſs than. 

| fixty veſſels of different ſorts, for the uſe of his kitchen and 
table, all of which were ornamented with figures of various 
Linds, fantaſtic forms, and accurate repreſentations of living, 


(=) Martyr, Decad. i 
(e] Herrara, Decad. i. lib. - 
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animals 75. and ingenuity of our Indians there- . 3 


| fo uſt have greatly exconie. the mmeniory of wants, , III. | 5 Aj 
bor the necefiities of | 4 
1 I waſt now: lee them w dhe miferale ile fate in which a 
| it pleaſed infinite, but inſcrutable; wiſdom. to permit _ - 
"Ih mercileſs invaders to involve them for ever |-»It may, I think, 2 
equal to that of the endes exerciſed at TE -" 
- pitileſs tymats that e ever r diverted | : l 
| With the. pangs. Ng. convulſions. of their fellow : Y 
| nation in the conqueſt. of che New. | 0 
Word — N on a low | 
| vide ai; athte mel by . e 5 
| the apology which I would frame for the author of the Ameri 2 
can Hiſtory, when I find him attempting, in contradiction tio N 8 
the: voice. and feelings of all mankind, to palliate ſuch horrible 
| wickedneſs 5 Yet the ſame author admits, that in the 
(e IntroduBtion 19 the Hiſtory of America, by Dr. Robertſon vl. U f l. : I 
| « It is 5 be hoped” (Gps this ghar): * cher. the | Fponiand wid. 8 elf 3 
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7 7 #oor. wort interval bf fifteen GMs bes Ueorcry ug 
L Welt Indies, the Spaniards had reduced the natives of Hiſpa- | 

8 niola = from à milhon to fixty thouſand 7d). It is in vain 

that he remarks on the bodily fecbleneſs of theſe 0 "halen; 


poor 
and their natural incapacity for labour. 


. Such a conſtitutional 
5 S defect, if it exiſted, entitled them to greater lenity'; but the 
Spaniards diſtributed them i into lots, and compelled them to dig 
in the mines, without reſt or intermiſſion; until death, their 

only refuge, put à period to their ſufferings.” Such as atternpt- | 

ed reſiſtance or eſcape, their mereileſs tyrants hunted down 
with dogs, which were fed on their fleſh. They diſregarded | 
WED: 5; ſex and age, and with impious and frantic bigotry even called | 
% MLL Pee in religion to ſanQify their cruelties?' Some, more 2edlous dun 
: IS the teſt, forced their miſerable captives into the water, and 
after admjniſtering to them the rite of baptiſin, cut their throats | 
the next moment, to prevent their apoſtacy! Others made a2 


- the twelve Apoſtles! Nor were theſe the er- 
celes only. of a blind and remorſeleſs fanaticiſm, which ex- 
citing our 3 horrence, excites alſo our pity: The Spaniards 


= | 4 corer this fyſiem of concealment to be 50 less impolitic than jlſiberal 


« that upon a more minute ſcrutiny into their early operations in the New 
World, however REPREHENSIBLE” (a tender expreflion) © the actions of 
individuals may appear, the conduct of the nation will be placed in a more 
« favourable light.” This opinion, however, needs no other refutation than 
that which is o 


(4) Hilory of America wo i bok i lid, p. 185. 
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or burn thirteen every morning, in Honour of our 


. x > 4G were actuated many inſtances by ſuch wantonneſs of malige, 


From what I have experienced in the courſe of my enquiries, Ian fniafied, F 
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7 he obſerves, 70 keep their . * Iy,: 

| which of them Geld md deen 2 
man at a blow]; and wagers frequently de 
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« race of men (H. After reading theſe accounts, who can 
| help forming an indignant wiſh that the hand of Heaven, by ſome 
miraculous interpoſition, had ſwept theſe European tyrants from 


the face of the earth, who, like ſo many beaſts of prey, roamed 
round the world only to deſolate and deſtroy ; and; more re- 
W GRE: lantbs Wok, 


© (1 Biſtory of America, book. ii. _— See likewile P. Marty, Decad. vii. 


This author relates the following affecting particulars of the poor Lucayans thus 


fraudulently decoyed from their native countries. Many of them in the anguiſh 
ic of deſpair, obſtinately tefuſe all manner of ſuſtenance, and retiring to deſert 


ar caves and unfrequented woods, filently give up the ghoſt. Others, repairing 


< to the ſea-coaſt on the northern ſide of Hiſpaniola, caſt many a longing look 


* towards that part of the ocean where. they ſuppoſe their own iſlands. to be 


« ſituated; and as the ſea-breeze riſes, they eagerly inhale it; fondly believing, 
er that it has lately viſited their own happy vallies, and comes fraught with the 


© breath of thoſe they love, their wives and their children. With this idea, they 
' continue for hours on the coaſt, until nature becomes utterly exhauſted; when 


4 ſtretching out their arms towards the ocean, as if to take a laſt embrace of their 


« diſtant country and relations, they fink down, and expire without a groan. 


* One of the Lucayans (continues the fame author) « who was more de- 
« firous of life, or had greater courage than moſt of his countrymen, took upon 


4 him a bold and difficult piece of work. Having been uſed to-build cottages in 


4 his native country, be procured inſtruments of ſtone, and cut down. a large 


| © ſpongy tree called jaruma , the body of which he dexterauſly ſcooped into a 


« canoe. He then provided himſelf with oars, ſome Indian corn, and a few 
« gourds of water, and prevailed on another man and a woman to embark with 
<« him on a voyage to the Lucayos Iſlands. Their navigation was proſperous for 
& near 200 miles, and they were almoſt within ſight of their own long-loſt ſhores, 
* when unfortunately they were met by a Spaniſh ſhip, which brought them 
ci back to ſlavery and ſorrow. The canoe is ftill preſerved in Hiſpaniola as a ſin- 
« n it was made.” 


* The bambax, or wild cotton tree, 6 
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On nen 
fition of theſe iflands has finoe proved to the Spaniſh nation, and 
count over the coſt of the conqueſt, we muſt find it extremely 
difficult to include ſuch an event as the maſſacre of ten millions 


of innocent people (comprehending the butcheries in Mexico and 
Peru) amongſt the number of thoſe partial evils which ultimately 
terminate in general good: Nor can we poffibly reconcile its per- 
miſſion to our limited ideas of wie Ow CR. 


Divines therefore juſtly. conclude, that no ſtronger proof than 
that which ariſes from hence need be given. of the exiſtence of 


a future and better ſtate, wherein the unequal diftribution- of 
miſery and happineſs in this life ſhall be adjuſted ; « when he 
* * crooked ſhall be made fraight, and the rough places plain (8) Fe 


(e) 10 1885 Sit Francis Drake made a AiSent on Hifanicla, and in his ac-- 
count of that iſland; which is preſerved in Hakluyt, vol. iii. he relates that the 
Spaniards, having utterly exterminated the ancient Indians, (not a ſingle deſcen 
dant being, I doubt, at that time living) had nevertheleſs derived ſo little advan-- 
tage from their cruelty, as to be obliged to convert pieces of leather into money ;—- 
| all the filver, in the attainment of which from the bowels of the earth ſo many: 
thouſands of poor wretches had periſhed, having long ſince found its way to Eu- 
rope, and the inhabitants had no means of getting a freſh ſupply. 


| It may be proper in this place to obſerve, . that ſome of the circumſtances: 

which I have related above, reſpecting the cruelties of the Spaniards, are ex-- 

trated from the writing? of Bartholomew De Las Cafas, who is accuſed: 
by Dr. Robertſon of exaggeration ;—but Oviedo himſelf, who endeavours to 
palliate the monſtrous barbarities of his countrymen towards the natives, by 
aſſerting that they were addicted to unnatural vices, which rendered them pro- 
perly obnoxious to puniſtunent (a charge, by the way, which Herrara admits to 
. ˙ A ˙ aa 
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"a BOOK poſterior to the diſcoyery of Wiſpaniola, and when be was himſelf en the ſpot, 
: 5 ET! there were not left alive in that iſland above five hundred of the original natives,” 
= vows old and young; for he adds, that all the other Indians at that time there, had ben 
to ' , forced or decoyed into flavery, from the neighbouring iſlands ®. Las Caſis, it is 
= 3 true, when he ſpeaks of numbers in the groſs, certainly over- rates the original 
0 _____  nkabitants,. But it does not appear that he meant to deceive; nor is there any 
Juſt reaſon to ſuſpect his veracity when he treats of matters ſuſceptive of preciſion ; | | 
8 more eſpecially in circumſtances of which he declares himſelf to have been an eye- 
LIT „5 Witness. Let the reader judge of Las Caſas from the following narrative, in 
| | which his falſhood (if the ſtory were falſe) could have been very eaſily detefted, © 
n L once behel@” (ſays he) © four or five principal Indians roaſted alive at a flow 5 
55 ez and as the miſerable victims poured forth dreadful ſcreams, which diſturb- 8 5 
55 Led the commanding officer in his afternoon lum bers, he ſent word that they i 
5 . | * ſpould be ſtrangled ; but the officer on guard (I £xNow ts MAR, Au ENow . 
Rn am RELATIONS IN 6EVILLE) would not ſufferit; but cauſing their mouths to 
6 abe gagged, that their cries might not be beard, be ſtirred up the fire with bis 
VV JJV ZE 
J Some.” 11! 


* * 1 | ; 


WEE: FF to add, thae I have no other 1 
A 8 edition of Las Caſas, than that which was publiſhed at Antwerp, in 1579. From MY 
0 23h 0 a copy of chat edition I have extracted the foregoing horrid relation; my hand | 


trembling as 1 wes and N heart * * it could be proyed to d be” 
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tribes of quadrupeds, properly ſo called, CHAP. 
in the Weſt Indies, it will be found Iv. 


poſſeſſed by the larger and ſome ſpecies which the latter 
were without. It is likewiſe obſervable that all the animals f 
the former, are till found in Guiana, and few or none of them 
in North America: Thaſe «rs additjanal_progs that: the Wwe» | 1 
ward Iflands were anciently peopled from the South. The ena 
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9 The ſmaller Monkey of ſeveral varieties. 3 
| Tursz I think are their moſt general appellations ; but, from 
the variety of Indian languages, or dialects rather of the ſame 
language. which ancientiy prevailed in the Iſlands and on the 
Vor. I. | neighbouring 
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Aeg Continent, ſome of theſe animals have been diſ- 
tinguiſhed by ſo many different names, that, in reading the 
accounts of them tranſmitted by the French and Spaniſh hiſto- 
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rupted into uri and utia, by the Spaniards ; and at preſent it is 


known in ſome parts of the Weſt Indies by the terms pucarara 


7 and Indian coney. 3 
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To ns . © Wei et 


- Ib ines en ee ſhall briefly obſerve that, in com- 
paring it with the quadrupeds of Europe, it ſeems to conſtitute 


an intermediate ſpecies between the rabbit and the rat; and of | 


the animals which I have enumerated above, this and the laſt. 


are I fear the only ones that have eſcaped the common fate of all 


the nobler inhabitants of theſe unfortunate iſlands, man himſelf | 


(as we have ſeen) not excepted ! The agouti is ſtill frequently 
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found in Porto- Rico, Cuba and Hiſpaniola, and ſometimes in the 
mountains of Jamaica. In moſt of the iſlands to Windward, the 
race, * once common to them * is Naw J believe utterly 


extinct. 


Tur pecary, e Ilands 
only, and the Continent, has been honoured with no leſs variety 


of names than the agouti. According to Rochefort it was alſo 


called javari and pacquir?k. By Dampier it is named pelas. By 
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Acoſta ſain and aao. It is te Jr deen Linnans, wad the GA r. 


2 1 9 


or . Sn . 


— Monſ. Buffon in his Natural Hiſtory, and by Dr. 


Tyſon in the Philoſophical TranſaQtions. I have heard that it 
Rill abounds in many of the provinces of Mexico; but in the 
Welt Indian iſlands I believe the breed has been long ſince ex- 
terminated. | Thoſe that I have ſeen were carried thither from 
the Continent as obje&s of curiofity ; and they appeared” tome. 


| to differ from the European hog principally in the fingular but 
well-known circumſtance of their having a muſky diſcharge 


from an aperture or gland on the back, erroneouſly ſuppoſed to 


be the navel; and in the colour of their briſtles; the pecary 

being indeed highly ornamented ; for the briſtles of thoſe that 
| beheld, were of pale blue, tipt with white. It is alſo related of 
| this animal, that it poſſeſſes far greater courage than the hog of 
Europe; and when hunted. by dogs, will frequently turn and 
compel its enemy to retreat. Thus its native bravery bringing 
R 
deſtruction in the Iſlands. „ e 


8 or e ects known in theſe i0lands 
| was I think that which is called by fyſtematical writers the nine 
banded. It is covered with a jointed ſhell or ſcaly armour, and 


has the faculty of rolling itſelf up, like the hedge-hog. As food 
it is ſaid to be very wholeſome and delicate. It was once found 
in all parts of the Weſt Indies. | 
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Tas * (or maniton) is | diftiaguiſtable from all a” 
IR © animals, by a wonderful property. Under the belly of the E. 
OS male there is a pouch, wherein ſhe receives and ſhelters her 
| poung.— Boch this and the former animal are too well known 

to the curious in natural reſearches, to render it neceſſary for me Wo 
5. cn age DG Oni, © WEN 
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FA EE HITS Tux . 
FR who obſerves that it was eaten by all forts dE people. Its abode 

was chiefly in hollow trees, from whence, ſays Sloane, it makes 
paths to the cane fields, where i it chiefly ſubfiſts ; a circumſtance 
which while it indicates that 3 its number was confiderable, cafily 
accounts for its deſtruktion. | ; 


- 


Tus pay cat is ths Nei of naturaliſts: ie « bd 
a and ſmells fo ſtrongly of muſk, that i its retreat is cafily | 
diſcovered. According to the French writers, theſe abounde& | 
ancientiy in Martinico and the other Windward Iflands to a 
great degree {@) ; and its reſemblance to the common rat of Eͤu— 
bode rope, though four times as large, probably proved fatal to the _ 

whole race. I am inclined to * that this animal i is | the” 15 
8 n the larger Iſlands. 


| Twx aleo, was thus native PER of the New Wee nor 
Tee 4 it ſeem to have differed greatly from that of the Old; ex- 
5 een The natives of 
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Hiſpanio, ke thoſe of Otaheite fattened thee with care, and © CRAP. 
accounted their fleſh a great delicacy. .* In St. Domingo „(ars 
Acoſta) © the dogs of Europe have multiplied fo exceedingly, 
that at this time (1587) they are a nuiſance and a terror tu i 
A the inhabitants, anda price is ſet on their heads as on Wolves 
un Old Spain. At firſt there were no dogs in this iſland, burt 
4 ſmall mute creature reſembling a a dog, with a noſe like that A 
« of a fox; which the natives called alco. The Indians were ©  ' © 
 « fond. of theſe little animals, that wy carried them on their 
. ſhoulders * _ went. of £ . in their „ 1 
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8 Tun + 1 varietics require no Wen | 
Engliſhman is not cafily reconciled to them as food ; but I have 

| been affured by an officer of diſtinction, who was obliged to lire 
on. them ſome time for watit of other animal food, e 


r 5 Tas — cpht diſenſucisofl- 
1 e the animals that own allegiance t to man in his Ge "IF _ = 
ſtate. Of the beaſts of the foreſt, the ſtrongeſt diſpute his - - 
ſuperiority and the weakeſt avoid his approach. To his con- 1 
= | veniency therefore they. contribute nothing, and towards his. 
E - nouriſhment, the ſupplies that they afford are caſual and uncer- 
"i main. Nature however ſeems to have diſplayed towards the in- 
habitants of theſe iſlands, a bounty that almoſt rendered ſuper- 

fluous the labours of art in procuring them ſuſtenance ; for, 

e On n Gut L have mn and thoſe that are 
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BOOK ee by the rivers. and the „e the woods were pepe 


agreed whether to rank them with 


eſtabliſhed ſyſtems, and indeed juſtly claim a very diſtinguiſhe 
place by themſelves. From the alligator, the moſt formidable 
of the family, meaſuring ſometimes twenty feet in length, the 
gradation is regular in diminution of fize to the ſmall lizard of 


not wholly) prevailing in each. The iguana is one of the 
intermediate ſpecies, and is commonly about three feet long, 
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with two very extraordinary creatures; both of which anciently 


— TOs A TIn® 2. 


Wine > the ssen kung. Thi qua 


| (or, as it is more commonly written, the guana} is a ſpecies of 
Lizard: —a claſs of animals, about which OR are * 


them to ſerpents. They ſeem therefore to Rand aloof from al 


three inches; the ſame figure and conformation nearly (though = 


and proportionably bulky. It lives chie fly among fruit trees, - 
and is perfectly gentle and innoxious. Europeans doubtleſs 


5 learnt to make food of them from the example of the ancient 5 
| Indians, amongſt whom the practice of hunting them was a 
favourite diverſion C/; and they are now become generally 


ſearce, except in the iſlands of the Windward-paſlage, and ſuch 


other places between the tropics as are ſeldom viſited by man. 
I believe indeed the Engliſh, even when they were more plen- 


tiful, did not often ſerve them at elegant tables; but their 
French and Spaniſh neighbours, leſs ſqueamiſn, till devour 
32 . 
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elegance, who ſpoke from experience, n 
in * — RIO Pay: 


5 He eee hich füll farvives in e 
F 1 of theſe Iflands, though its final extinction is probably 
at hand, its hiſtory is ſo wonderful, that I chooſe rather to give 
it in the language of others, than in any recital of my own. 
The authors from whom I tranſcribe, are Du Tertre and 
| Brown. They both U 


e Labt merz gal, of calcd gprs vis digh apprtution 
He compares it to chicken, for the whiteneſs of its fleſh and the delicacy of its 
flavour. Tom. iii. p. 315. In a ſubſequent page, he gives a minute account 
of the manner of catching this animal, and if the reader has no objection to 
_ accompany the good Father a la chaſſe, he may participate in the diverſion as. 
follows: © We were attended” (ſays he) * by a negro, who carried a long 
rod z at one end of which, was a piece of whipcord with a running knot, 
_ © After beating the buſhes for ſome time, the negro diſcovered our game 
4 baſking in the ſun on the dry limb of a tree. Hereupon he began whiſtling 
« with all his might, to which the guana was wonderfully attentive, ftretching 
& out his neck and turning his head, as if to enjoy it more fully. The negro 
now approached, ſtill whiſtling, and advancing his rod gently, began tick- . 
„ling with the end of it the ſides and throat of the guana, who \ſeemed 
< mightily pleaſed with the operation; for he turned on his back, and ſtretched 
< himſelf out like a cat before 8; fire, and at length fairly fell aſleep; which 


 * the. negro. peovivings: deatrontly Mipt the voce cor Nis haps ani with = 


« jerk brought him to the ground: and good ſport it afforded” (continues 
the reverend hiftorian) « to ſee the creature ſwell like a turkey cock, at d- 
« ing himſelf entrapped. We caught others in the fame way, and kept one 
« of them alive ſeven or eight days, but it grieved me to the heart to find 
< that he thereby loſt much delicious fat.” Theſe animals are likewiſe known 


in the Eaſt Indies. Sir Joſeph Banks e 
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BOOK furniſhed by the rivers and the fea, the woods were peopled 5 
1 with two very extraordinary creatures ; both of which anciently 
Ad — bs 2/5 ha 


1 Aa. 
. ns 


6 alta - The iguana 
| (or, as it is more commonly written, the. guana} is a ſpecies of 
Lizard ;—a claſs of animals, about which naturaliſts are not 
agreed whether to rank them with quadrupeds, or to degrade 
them to ſerpents. They ſeem therefore to ſtand aloof from all = 
eſtabliſhed ſyſtems, and indeed juſtly claim a very diſtinguiſhed - 
place by themſelves. From the alligator, the moſt formidable 

of the family, meaſuring ſometimes twenty feet in length, the 
gradation is regular in diminution of fize to the ſmall lizard of 
_ three inches; the ſame figure and conformation nearly (though | 
not wholly) prevailing in each. The iguana is one of the 
Intermediate ſpecies, and is cominonly about three feet long, 
and proportionably bulky. It lives chiefly among fruit trees, 
; and is perfectly gentle and innoxious. Europeans doubtleſs 
| learnt to make food of them from the example of the ancient 
Indians, amongſt whom the practice of hunting them was a 
favourite diverſion /; and they are now become generallß 
ſcarce, except in the iſlands of the Windward- paſſage, and ſuch 
other places between the tropics as are ſeldom viſited by man. 
I believe indeed the Engliſh, even when they were more plen- 
 tiful, did not often ſerve them at elegant tables; but their 
French and Spaniſh neighbours, leſs ſqueamiſh, ſtill devour 
3 „ 


AN: (e) r. Col. c. . : 
5 0 _ reaſon; 


% 


' 


q Ns x iS * 5 
n XD 
Lats ER WL 33 $4 4 D 4 
* 8 


wh \ y 9 © EY 2 + F } * * 7 
„ Þ 
#2 I BU aq by * * * 
. Xs ' N a. * * T4 * . 5 * 1 
e << 8 "TP ny _ re F | 
+ : 8 * — * AI - F 
3 „ >. * — EOS a I . IS 2 * 3 * . 0 E U 
1 1 * 2 1 4 n 4 = = 
* X * 4 * * 0 - * . = * 3 „ bs - 


ps larger of theſe Iflands, though its final extinction i is probably 
at hand, its hiſtory is ſo wonderful, that I chooſe rather to give 
it in the language of others, than in any recital of my own. 
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elegance, who ſpoke from experience, DR 
Os A FEI TPO POR TAR.” 


e RONTS thi mountain Way which ſtill PREP in * 


The authors from whom I tranſcribe, are Du Tertre and 
Brown. They u n . 


| (4) . Labat likewiſe if 


ene = | Cine guana b 
He compares it to chicken, for. the whiteneſs of its fleſh and the delicacy of its 


flavour. Tom. iii. p. 315. In a fubſequent page, he gives a minute account 


follows: We were attended” (ſays he) by a negro, who- carried a long 

rod z at one end of which, was a piece of whipeord with a running knot, 
| © After beating the buſhes for ſome time, the negro diſcovered our game 
E baſking in the ſun on the dry limb of a tree. Hereupon he began whiſtling 
with all his might, to which- the guana was wonderfully attentive, ſtretching 
« out his neck and turning his head, as if to enjoy it more fully. The negro 
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of che manner of catching this animal, and if the reader has no objection to 
accompany the good Father a la chaſſe, he may participate in the diverſion as. 


now approached, ſtill whiſtling, and advancing his rod gently, began tick= 5 


„ling with the end of it the ſides and throat of the guana, who ſeemed 
<« mightily. pleaſed with the operation; for he turned on his back, and ſtretched 
K himſelf out like a cat before a | fire, and at length fairly fell aſleep; which 
© the. negro pereciving, dexterouſly flipt the nooſe over his head, and with a 
« jerk brought him to the ground: and good ſport it it afforded” (continues 


the reverend hiſtorian) «© to ſee the creature ſwell like a turkey cock, at find- 


« ing himſelf entrapped. We caught others in the fame way, and kept one 
« of them alive ſeven or eight days, but it grieved me to the heart to find 
© that he thereby loſt much delicious fat.” Theſe animals are likewiſe known 

in the Eaſt Indies. Fc 
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- we 


nook perſonal obſervation, * | 
repeated to me a thouſand times in the Welt Indies, by perſons, 
— who I am ſure never knew what has been publiſhed on the 
ſliuhject by any author whatever.” © Theſe animals (ſays Du 
Tertre) * live not only in a kind of orderly ſociety: in their 35 
4 retreats" in the mountains, but regularly once a year march 
don to the ſea - ſide in a body of ſome millions at a ti time. 
« As they multiply in great numbers, they chuſe the months 
« of April or May to begin their expedition; and then ſally out 
from the ſtumps of hollow trees, from the clefts of rocks, 
* and from the holes which they dig for themſelves under 
the ſurface of the earth. At that time the whole ground 
« js covered with this band of adventurers ; there is no ſetting 
down one's foot without treading upon them. The ſea is 
their place of deſtination, and to that they direct their march 
_« with right-lined precifion. No geometrician could ſend. 
« them to their deſtined ſtation by a ſhorter courſe ; they 
e right nor to the left whatever obſtacles 
* intervene ; and even if they meet with a houſe, they will 
attempt to ſcale the walls to keep the unbroken tenor of 
4 their way. But though this be the general order of their 
|  « route, they upon other occaſions are compelled to conform 
4 © to the face of the country, and if it be interſeQed by rivers, - 
they are ſeen to wind along the courſe of the ſtream. The 
_ * proceſſion ſets forward from the mountains with the regu- 
« larity of an army under the guidance of an experienced com- 
« mander. They are commonly divided into battalions, of 
« which the firſt conſiſts of the ſtrongeſt and boldeſt males, 
that, like pioneers, march forward to clear the route and 
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fer dhe greateſt dangers. - The 
_ I ling) but if k rains by day they do not fl to profit , 
ey continue to move forward in their 
[dr ror; When the ſun ſhines and is hot upon 
the ſurface of the ground, they make an univerſal halt, and 
« wait till the cool of the evening. Band ah if 
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Wars. after « fitiguing march, and eſcaping « thouſand 8 
| hare arrived at their dees on, es 
ſpawn... For this purpoſe the crab has no 
goes to the 
of the water, and lets the waves waſn over its body td or 
three times to waſh off the ſpawn} The eggs are hatched 
under the ſand; and ſoon after, millions at a time of the 


new born . 


* Jamaica. © The-old craby having 
« diſburthened themſelves” (as above). * 


aber materials When che proper period comes, each 
Vor. I. N +: « retires 
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54 00 K- e le ſhuts upithe. „ aod-requgins mur 
| 2 , ee his old: ſhell, and is fully pgovi- 
15 _ del with a new, one. - How long they: continae in che ate 
5 is uncertain, but the ſhell; is firſt” obſeryed to burſt at the 

A back and the ſides, to give a paſſage to the body, and we 

-  « animal extracts its limbs ſrom all the other parts gradually 
 * afterwards, ; At this time the fleſh is in the riche& Nate, 
*, and covered, only with a tender membranou ſkin, vatiegated 

| with a multitude of: reddiſh. veins, but this hardens gradually, = 
L and ſoon becomes a perfect ſhell like the former. Ityis 

© however remarkable that, during this change, there are ſome 
* any, caperetins always. formed in the bag, which; waſte 
e ne Oe Is 
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VVT knowledge, that mauy People, Pan eat afiithi 1 
C ſection, caule them to be dug out of 
. che "Ip in the moulting ſtate ; but they ate uſually taken 
be: 2  _ the time they begin to move of themſelves, till they 
= Bay e vg related. During all this time they are 
1 nin ſpawn, and if my teſtimony can add weight to that of all 
who have written, and all who have feaſted, on the ſubject, 1 
pronounce them, without doubt, one; of the choiceſt morſels in 


_ ON nature. The. obſervation therefore of Du Tertre, is neither 

cl a THe hyperbolical, nor extravagant. Speaking of the various ſpecies 
pf chis animal, he terms them © a. living and; perpetual:ſupply 

1 5 of manna in the wilderneſs ; equalled: only: bythe  miraculbus 
- | ts bounty of. Providence to the children of Iſrael when wanders 
—_— | ing och. They are a reſource,” continues he, 4 to 
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ber, to devour the — 1 continue there about three weeks, and retire. when 
the rice begins to grow ha reren. ene en 
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1 of catching fiſh and wild fowl, with which I believe the reader 
will be amuſed. | 
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! ans Indians of Jamaica and Cuba” (Gays Ovi viedo) 80 a 
. « fiſhing with the remara, or ſucking-fiſh, which they employ as 

7 b « falconers employ hawks. This: fiſh, which is not above a 
« ſpan long, is kept for the aud ly fed. The 
E © gwner* on a calm dee ti res. Bar c 
£12. his canoe by a ſmall but ſtrong line, many fathoms in 


p64 the waſkaja the covitwen Gus = 6h tho Witter; pk 
Vat a great diſtance, it darts away with the ſwiſtneſs of an 
6 55 arrow, and ſoon faſtens upon it. The Indian in the mein 
. 5 time looſens and lets go the line, wh is provided 
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"like it in the back; the breaſt and belly pale yellow, the bill firong and ſharp- 
- pointed, and ſhaped like moſt others of the granivorous kind. The cock's bill is 
* tead colour, the fore part of the head black, the hinder part and the neck of a 
- reddiſh yellow, the upper part of the wing white, the back next the head black ; 
lower down grey, the rump white, the greateſt part of the wing and the whole 
vn black} che logs and fort brown in in both ſexes —Vide the Tellow Fh-catcher of 
Tune p. . a * N 
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290 Tunis — wid Gem nas equal; 
_ nious, though ptactiſed I believe 
In the ponds which. theſe binds 


ithe Chineſe, even at this day. 

Frequent, - they uſed. to throw. calabaſbes (a ſpecies of-gound) 
which . ——— 
me: ben! reſt upon. nn engl "Y 
Fe theſe gourds on dn hend (firſt. making 
apertures for the ſight and the breath) and very« 
into the water, cither gently ſwimming, or walking where the 
ſtream ig ſhallow, with his head only above the water, until he 
gets among the fou, when ſeizing ons at'z time by the feet; and 
Uragging it by a ſudden jerk under the ſurſace, hoe faſtens it to hi 
girdle, and thus loads: himſelf with as many. as: he can carry 
_ awaygiwithout creating the leaſt alarm or diſturbance among 
thearſh..;- i W560 A bog! 128 10 innig 0? 34900149 ano} 
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1 produced in theſe Iſlands; * 


Hemm confirms this account. See alſo P. Martyr, Decad. i. lib. ii. 
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pon du um here happily=anticiparedbyith6 wenne ber- 

Jedtions"of [{yſtematical writers; . particularly whoſe! of Slosne, 
_ and Haghtes. re eee 2 


which have bem 3 from n countries. Nature, 
with moſt heneficent intention, as beſtowed en uiſtant elimiates 
8 And regiuns many ipecics peculir to each. Tus: wur avdier 
woe, isse ufthegreate(Vineiteniohts/ts Mut induſtry} and 
1 fs oy ee — tra Er. - 
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Bur nee quit general-deſeription ' foe particulur 
Kitorys Many objects indeed arte heveafter to:beconfidetey, 
hach being edmmon/todibour: Weſt diidian poſlefiionigwill 
= de comprehenfively mmmh obthe 
origin and progreſs of our national eſtabliſhments in them, it 
ſeems proper to diſcourſe of each Iſland ſeparately e e 
moſt nem 1 begin want JaxAiCa. 3 
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FER is no circumſtance i in hiſtory. better atteſted than EY 
DI 


| that frequent voyages from the Mediterranean along the African 
_ on the Atlantic Ocran, Were made, Ne, Inns 
era. 12 almoſt all de accounts which have been 
| tranſmitted to us, in profane hiſtory, 
involved in obſcurity, and intermixed ith abſurdity and fable; W 
3 hiloaphy to ſeparate, as much as pH- 
fible, truth from falſhood; and not haſtily to conclude, becauſe 
—:::. hat al re wthou ounda- 
cians A Azores, and viſited even our own Iſland 
| before the Trojan r J., That their ſucceſſors the Cartha- 
| ginians, were not leſs diſtinguiſhed for the ſpirit of naval enter- 
prize, we may conclude from the celebrated expedition of 
Hanno; who, about 250 yes before the birth of our Saviour, 


failed along the African coaſt, until he came within five degrees 
of the line. It was the Carthaginians who diſcovered the 


Canary Iſlands, and it appears, from the teſtimony. of Pliny {c}, 


tory of Britais. 
(c) Lib. vi. e. . e fl. 


Vor. I. Pp 
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W751 Procogius, Secretary to Belifarius in „ abies bn 
his Vandalica, book ii. that there were then flanding in Africa Tingitana, 
(Tangier) rho columns ereified by ths Cliunanites that fed from! Joſhua, the 
ſon of Nun. Euſebius alſo writes that thoſe Chananites which were driven 
out by the Iſraelites conducted Colonies to Tripoli, in Africa. -(Bechart in 


. Cangan, cap. xxiv.)—that they navigated the Weſtern Ocean (cap. xxxvi.) 
and were in Gaul and Britain WO) ay . 
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the accounts of the Phenician navigation, down the Arabian 


Ws undertaken by 
With their affiftance he fitted dut fleets from 


and returned home” by the Mediterranean to the pon e 


1 Bt tid bees viel inhabited 
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_ *Gulph, or Red Sea, to diſtant parts of Aſia and 
fill more remote than choſe that have been me 
| Solomon, he 
and matiners of that adventurous and 


z port of the Red Sea, ſuppoſed to be the Berenice 

"Greeks. ' Of thoſe e 
S others, there is reaſon to 
believe, turning towards Africa, paſſed the ſouthern ee 
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navigation in the Arabian Gulph, we have, firſt of all, the higheſt | 
authority to refer to; that of the ſcriptures. Next to which, 
we may rank the teſtimony of Herodotus, the father of pro- 
fane hiſtory; the truth of whoſe well-known relation of a 
r ou the Cape of Good Hope fix hundred 
years before the birth of Chriſt, was never diſputed I believe, 
until our learned countryman, the author of the late American 
. hiſtory, delivered it as his opinion that © all the information 
„e have received from the Greek and Roman authors, of 
. « the Phenician and Carthaginian voyages, excepting only the 
« ſhort 
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-I 8RALZt quote from Herodotaz-the packe alluded-to, that 
the reader may judge for himſelf ofthe veracity of the venerable "A 
old Grecian. It is as follows. <}Liybia is every where encir- 
< cled by the ſea, except on that ſide where-it 
+ Pharach Neco, 0 Egypt id 6), made this manifeſt, 
. nen enen 


1 di | Yorthern 
« Sea by the OE” and fail back by that route 
——_—_— failing 
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=_ Robertſon's Hiſtory of America, vol. i-pige {1 lt 4 
| e a0: Mi ES te 

1 generally ſuppoſed to have ordered the circumnarigation of Africa, eis fain 
in battle by the Aſſyrians, I think under the command of Nebuchadnezzar ; 


but an ambiguous phraſe in Herodotus, ſeems rather to point out the elder 
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HISTORY OF THE 


NorwirnsrAn Dm dhe doubts entertained by Dr. Robert- 
ſon reſpecting this account, I perceive in it ſuch evidence of truth, 
as to my own mind, affords entire conviction.— How could it 
have been known, unleſs from actual obſervation; that Attica, 
towards the South, was -cncoinpaſſed by the ſea? The caution 
with which the venerable hiſtorian expreſſes himſelf, is remark- 
able; and the circumſtance that the ſun roſe. on the right, is 
decifive of the main fact —for it demonſtrates that they had 
then „r G7 We" — e G and were 
. T would. 
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Dns. Rebertfan bs es it is true, that many hiſtorians 
„„ who lived long after the days of 
Nr e 
ſouthern parts of Afriea He obſerves particularly that 
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without interruption” to the South Pole. All this 
only demonſtrates that navigation, like many other 
branches of ſcience, flouriſhed in ohe age; and declined in 


another. Herodotus lived 300 years before the birth of our 


Saviour, and Ptolemy 140 years after. Ancient hiſtory abun- 
dantly proves that the Phenicians, and their ſucceſſors the 
Carthaginians, far greater ſkill in naval affairs, than 
the Greeks, Romans, or any other nation that came after 


them, until the ſpirit. of naval diſcovery revived, and ſhone 


with greater luſtre than ever, in the fifteenth century. 
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From this recapitulation which I have thoug zought neceſſary 
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PEEP though the ſubſtance of it Nabend n APPEN-. 
different authors, (commonly blended indeed with much learn- DIX. 
ed abſurdity and frivolous conjecture) the reader will clearly 3 
perceive that the navigation of the Atlantic Ocean, along the 
| coaſt of Africa, both from the North and the South, and even 
at a conſiderable diſtance from the land, was well underſtood 
and prevailed in very remote ages. Now if we enquire into 
the nature of the winds and currents on the African coaſt, and 
| even in che med Grwtureble dad of the year; we maſt ain, 
that it not only probjhly happened in ſome of thoſe ancient 
ons, bat even that it wes ſcarce poſſible nat to happen, 
that veſſels would be driven by ſudden guſts, or carried by ad- 
verſe currents, within the verge of the trade-wind; in which 
CC rt nan mag ang 
OR e IN I ANN" 
eee ee cm nc 
WW heron agar roy oregon doubtleſs there are many 
other inſtances equally well authenticated, that have eſcaped 
my reſearch. The firſt is related by Glaſs, in his hiſtory of 
. Tencrille, mas this Firord ont of har exualy 
and obliged to. run before the wind, until the came within two 
days fail of the coaſt of Caraccas ; where ſhe fortunately met 
with an Engliſh cruiſer which relieved her diſtreſſes, and di- 
rected her to the Port of La Guaira on that coaſt. The other 
is told by Gumilla, as follows. In December 1731, fays 
| this author, * while I was at the town of St. . Joſeph, in 
| | 5 T 
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| 110 8 HISTORY: OF E RIDE 
NAW BOOK « Trinidad. a mall veſſel, e to Teneriſſe, with ſix ſea- + 
9 3 , < men, was driven into that iſland, by ftreſs of weather. She was 
Jeb «laden with wine; and being bound to one other of the Canary 
« lands; had proviſions for a'few-days only, which, with their 
* utmoſt care, had been-expended a conſiderable time; fo hat 
che crew lived entirely on wine. They were reduced to the TY 


laſt extremity, and expected death every moment, when they 
. diſcovered Trinidad, and ſoon afterwards came to an anchor 
s in that iſland, to the great aſtoniſhment of the inhabitants ; 
ere eee REN IO II: whoſs en. 785 

. ciated appearance, would have - ſufficiently c the 1 
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ſtern- poſt of a veſſel lying on che ſhore at Guadaloupe ;—a cir- Wl 


7 38 cumſtance which e e, eee e eee 
1 been in the New World before him. 
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Unwin tte nk Gt the nn 1 i 
tinent prior to that of Columbus, may likewiſe be included te 
circumſtance mentioned by Martyr, that at a place called 
Quarequa, in the Gulph of Darien, Vaſcho Nunez met with 
colony of negroes (g. The enquiry: (if any was mage by 


(0 Mancipia ibi nigra 1388 ex regione diftante 4 Quarequa, Sera 


ſpatio tantim duorum que ſolos gignit nigritas et eos feroces k . 
truoes P. Martyr, Decad. iii lit, c. i. . 
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 refided in it, and the anſwers to ſuch queſtions, are not record- DIX. 

ed by the Spaniſh' hiſtorians ;-but from the ſmallneſs of their 

number, it was ſuppoſed they had not been long arrived upon 

that coaſt.” There can be no doubt but that ſome accidental 

cauſe had conducted them thither from Africa, a ee 
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Tur Wade will n now i oi a ihe De: — 
ae too haſtily, when he obſerved” © that ſuch events 
(ss thoſe that I have, mentioned). are barely poſſible, aa 
have happened; but that they on we have no 
dees, cither fromthe clear 9 on 


| {b) Such zecidents 1 3 Wr IS, 
| habitants of Java report their origin to have been from China ; the tradition 


among them being that, 850 years ago, their progenitors were driven by a tempeſt 
upon that iſland in a Chineſe junk: And we owe the European diſcovery of 
Japan to three - Portugueſe exiles who were ſhipwrecked there in 1542. IL be- 
lieve that ſhips bound from Europe to the Eaſt Indies, at a certain ſeaſon of the 
gy make for the ſouthern coaſt of Braſil, in order to fall in with 
the weſterly monfoon, which enables them either to reach the Cape of Good 
Hope, or purſue. their route by Madagaſear ;-for while the eaſtern monſoon 
prevails, they are conſtantly baffled in their attempts to double the Cape, and 
are driven to leeward towards the coaſt of South America. In the year 1626, 
when Sir Dodmore Cotton was fent on an embaſly to the Perſian Court, the 
fleet in which he failed was forced by contrary winds within a few leagues of 
the iſland of Trinidad, in the Weſt Indies. Sir Thomas Herbert in his ac- 
count of this voyage, relates that. « on che firſt of June, when they were by 
f _ « obſervation in 24, 42 fouth latitude, they met with many ſudden guſts and 
_ « ſtorms which rendered them unable to purſue their courſe, and * them 


* to leeward 100 leagues *pek the coaſt WING . 
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voor « obſcure intimations of tradition.” As decken eg is rene, . 
I. and the more unexpeRted, as the learned anthor had a little 
—— before related the circumſtance of the accidental diſcovery of 
ene ene e eee The ſucceſaſul 


ee oyage of Gama to the Eaſt Indies“ {obſerves the hiſtorian) 
OILS 8 having encouraged the King of Portugal to fit out a fleet, ſo 
5 * powerful, unn OO I: 
IJ « queſt, he gave the command of it to Pedro Alvarez Cabral 


„er #6 ene th a of Ain, where he was certain of 
ene with variable breezes, or frequent calms, to retard his 
e yoyage, Cabral ſtood out to ſea, and kept fo far to the Weſt, - 
that, to his ſurpriſe, he found himſelf upon the ſhore of an 
* unknown country, in the tenth degree beyond the line. He 
« imagined, at firſt, that it was ſome iſland in the Atlantic 
Ocean hitherto unobſerved ; but, proceeding along its coaſts | 
« for ſeveral days, he was led gradually to believe that a coun- 
« try ſo extenſive formed a part of ſome great continent. This 
utter opinion was well founded. The country with which he 
„ fell in belongs to that province in South America now known 
. by the name of Brafil. He landed; and having formed a very 
<« high idea of the fertility of the ſoil and agrecableneſs of the 
climate, he took poſſeſſion of it for the Crown of Portugal, 3 
and diſpatched a ſhip to Liſbon with an account of this event, 1 
« which appeared to be no leſs important than it was unexpected. 1 
Columbus's diſcovery of the New World was the effort of an 
« active genius, enlightened by ſcience, guided by experience, 
* and acting upon a regular plan, executed with no leſs courage 8 
than perſeverance. But from this adventure of the Portugueſe, * — 
Wh appears that chance might have nne that great de- | 
. 3 | « ſign, 
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ſeparate race of people of 


mains for me however to afſi 


DN 


e 


Inconveniency attending this { 
thatin reducing a language, merely oral, towriti 
ſons even of the un nation, would ſometimes 


ſound by a very different combination of letters much 5 
— would this happen, ſhould the 
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BOOK N hmeigio inet omar, poten hy 3 

3 Rochefort, with the ancient oriental dialects / a 

7 poſſible to doubt that the followir wk CE _: | 
had their origin in the Old Hemiſphete, and we may readily 

believe that many inſtances of a ſimilar nature might be addu- 


" 


„ Oy Os aſſigned, namely, the different 11 5 


13 * 


hs, to his own perception of own 
5 en, to wr yo ugg res age Peirlexiey | „ 


- 


eie eee = Cf. Drinial dakeh” 
wv 


008 n dg eee 5 „ 
We 2 mm an [Hene Hera i] My wife. | "__ 
- -* Sam, Nees Wa [Aca ati TERS Hoke 


iss bn, "IRS ak] Kh anche 
Da bois + 5 = Eat Cald: ny [Oa] Wed © $4 
Ma pen r. Re rex” 2 99 [Oli ni] My 4 x 
Je ſuis thalade” (ll nnn {Nanecheti] I am fick =p 
Sois le bien venu 8 ee [Yen Ke thou} Gd ge | "0-4 
Saule IF : ' mp: -[Phouhe] To blew © ; 


. 


Couverture de Maiſon | e v nm +7 {Di Bae Olir] Roof of b 
Bayou boukaa Va ten MT iT gens bh nnn £ 
Cald. na [Bge] Fr © 


Wan Monnes © © ay [Neel] The 


Natoni boman Donne moi a boire” 108 3/4303 [Natooi bamen] Give me nouriſs- | 


(4) For this illuſtration, and other affiftance in the courſe of this enquiry, Low 
indebted to a learned friend ; by whom I am informed (being myſelf unacquainted 
Mc, with 
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To the proofe ariſing from language, I ſhall add another We A PEN. 
have ſee from Herodotus, that the. Phenicians in their African D I X. 
voyages were accuſtomed to land on the Arabian and Lybian had 


 coaſts,' and taking poſſeſſion of a ſpot of ground fit for their 
purpoſe, they proceeded to plough-up and ſow it with corn and 

_ waited. until it came to maturity thus providing themſelves 

with food for a long navigation. This pructice muſt doubtleſs 

bave given riſe to diſputes and conflicts between the intruders 

and che inhabitants. Now it is remarkable that the word 
Cbaraibe, n as Lam informed, a 
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Chaldee and 88 are all dialed of e 3 
euch other, except in their letters. The Hebrew agrees leſs with the other dialects 
he reft, but is now printed in the fame character with the Chaldee. They 
all, Am a noun in the ſame manner except che Hebrew, which prefixes w (S) to 
form the nen * Im (=) . nnn uſe 
om tha and als: Gian as pie. or hes 12 
in Braſil. Rochefort makes orale a national name. "Theſe words are 
oriental, ſounding alike, but ſpelt differently; and of à different meaning: 


The prieſts may be called wm as men who offer jp cer an offering, 
| opens is the Greek word for a prieſt of Cybele, und. CorvBanTes, 
ryrro BT Bb 29 + Leviticus i. 2. But if the national name be derived 
from their warlike and predatory way of life, then we may derive it from I. 
the verb Chaldee. Syr. Arab, FOO . 
and NAN Sam. War. | 44 „ ; ; 
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3 I. far e concluſive than the evidence of 


1 „ - ſofficiently demonſtrated, to thoſe at leaſt who are "= | 5 
/ 2.» apaeatiwith: - hiſtory, in the ſecond chapter of = 


Work. Of ſome of thaſe caſtoms, the reſemblance was- 


— 2 x OY 


3 8 17 ͤ ˙ ear 3 it has been re- 1 
=... „ lated chat the Charaibes buried their dead in a cowering poſture, - f 
1 ä es to the chin- at this was an ancient practice 5 
G of ars from the authorities of MES 


þ 


:: +00 people, who inhabited the oon. 
tries between Egypt and Carthage; and che latter relating the WT, 
| ce of the ancient Perſians. I am inclined to % 
| | age f che * w. otherwiſe are we to under- - 
Te | + - ſtand the fcripture phraſe or GATHERING UP THE FEET. rr 


* Tus Drin? Aid ben Jatob had made an end of command- 5 
e 


. | „ HE GATHERED UP Hs FEET INTO THE BED, 
: 199 « and WI V7 1 8 o 2 8 ; n 
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Baba prevalint anacajg the chase, ä APPEN- 
ancient nations: of the Old Hemiſphere, were the ſuperſtitious 2 | 
_ rites of ſhortening. the hair and wounding the fleſh, in religious 1 
ceremonies and lamentations for the dead. That theſe praftices 2 
were uſual among the heathens, ſo early 4s- the days of Moſes, +2, 2 
is evident from the injunction which the Lord laid on the chil- 72 9 LT 5 
dren of Iſrael to avoid them. Te ſhall not round the corners. of © 
<< your head, neither ſhalt thou mar the corners of thy beard. 1 
| r nor print 
a marks upon you (n).” Again, Ye are the children of the 
« Lord, your God: Thal tut cut yourſebves, nor make any .. 
« neſ between your eyes far the dead (o).” Among the heathens - 2 
| however the ſame ceremonies were {till continued z for in ma. 
ra, in the days of Ahab, King of Iſrael, it is recorded of te 
prophets of Baal that, in worſhipping their idol, „ they cried Þ 
| © aloud andcut themſelves E e __ 
* till the bod guſbed out upon them pl. 0 


Bur * the vines the moſt ed hate, W 
was the habit among the Charaibes of chewing the betele, pre= "XJ 
paring it with calcined ſhells preciſely after the manner of tb e 1 
Indians in the Eaſt ;—a circumſtance, which, though recorded: © - 7X 
by P. Martyr (4) had eſcaped my reſearches, until it was. — 
pointed out to me by Mr. Long. Some other reſemblan ces 
almoſt equally ftriking, might be collected; but the reader will. DS 
probably think that more than "Om" has als been —_ 


: 


— 


cls © 27. Pe 1 xiv. v. 1 7 : Rk ; 5 
te, 


0 * Kings, c. xviii, A W. Decad. vili. e. 
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ect, the inveſtigation of which he may perhaps deem a ON | 
mere matter of idle curioſity, neither contributing to the im- | | 


HRE then I conclude: An attempt to trace back the Cha- 5 

FN raibes of the Weſt Indies to their progenitors, the firſt emigrants 
from the ancient hemiſphere, in order to point out, with any 

1 1 on or probability, the era of their migration, ö 

were (like the voyages I have been deſcribing) to venture on a 

vaſt and unknown be ur. a mW - nd even without 
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Diſcovery of Jamaica by Columbus. His return in 150 

Spirited proceedings of his ſon Diego, after Columbus's death — 
' Takes poſſeſſion of Jamaica in 1509.—Humane condut# of 
Juan de Eſquivel, the firſ® Governor —Eftabliſhment and 
deſertion of the town of Sevilla Nueva.—Deftruttion of the 
St. Jago de la Vega founded. Gives the title of 


(a) It may be proper to obſerve that the governor of Jamaica is ſtiled in 
his commiſſion Captain general &c. of Jamaica and the territories thereowdepending 
in America, By theſe DEPENDENCIES Were meant the Britiſh ſettlements on 
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N but he had returned to Europe in doubt whether Cuba was 


had received obſcure accounts from the natives. 
himſelf in this particular, he determined, ſoon after dene 


HISTORY OF THE 


| Marquir to Dizgo's fon Lands: to whom the Ihand i is Sa 5 


in perpetual ſovereignty —Deſcends to his ger Jabella, who 
conveys her rights by marriage to the Houſe of Braganza.— 
Reverts to the crown of Spain, in 1640,—Sir Anthony Shirley 


invades tbe * 15965 and Col. * 1 8 A”. 


AMAICA hid the hag cf bing Anne by Chr. 

topher Columbus, in his ſecond expedition to the New 
World. In his former voyage he had explored the north 
eaſtern part of Cuba, proceeding from thence to Hiſpaniola ; 


be 
ſatisfy 


an iſland only, or eee ee, 


a ſecond time at Hiſpaniola, on another voyage to Cuba, by : 


on the 24th of April, 1494, Columbus failed from the Port 
the Muſquito ſhore, and in the bay of Honduras: But his jurifdiion over 
thoſe ſettlements having been imperfeAly defined, was ſeldom acknowledged 


by the ſettlers; except when they wiſhed to plead it in bar of the authority 


claimed by their reſpective ſuperintendants. On ſuch oceaſions they admitted 


a ſuperior juriſdiction in the governor of Jamaica, and applied to him for 
_ commiſſions civil and military. As both the ſettlements were ſurrendered to 
the crown of Spain by the Spaniſh convention figned at London on the 14th 
of July 1786, it comes not within the plan of my work to enter on a diſplay 
of their paſt or preſent ſtate. I formerly drew up a memorial concerning the 
ſettlement on the Muſquito-ſhore, wherein an account was given of the country, 
its inhabitants and productions, and the queſtion between Great Britain and 
Spain, as to the territorial right, pretty fully diſcuſſed. This memorial having 
been laid before the Houſe of Commons in 1774 (by Governor Johnſtone) 
was ſoon afterwards publiſhed in Almon's Parliamentary Regiſter. 5 
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agth, he anchored in the harbour of St. Nicholas. From 
thence he croſſed over to Cuba, and eoaſted along the ſbuthetn 
Ae en hand, eee ee ene 


In this navigation, e y the zd of May, he 
EE 


in retains 7%) from ſore of he Mee de Ae 
| him. As this'was a neu diſcovery, and many of the ſeamen 
g that it was the place to which they had = 

by the Indians of the Bahama Hands, | 


Bur it was not until the fourth and laſt voyage of Colibus, 
a voyage undertaken by ihis great navigator, after he had 
ſuſſered a ſeverer trial from the baſe ingratitude of the Country 
an Prince in whoſe ſervice he laboured, than n all his f 
_ rolls, "dangers and ir b 
which, as it had the honour . 
B ˙¹ » - a . 

(.) P. Martyr. F. Columbus. The early Spaniſh hiſtorians wrote the word 
| Xaymaca. It is ſaid to have ſignified, in the language of the natives, a country 
gbuinding in ſprings. Columbus having at firſt named the Ifland St. Jaga, 
Oldmixon, „ OY RO. ew, N e 


.of Liabella, with one ſhip and two thallops. On Twueſtky the cy Ar. 


a 
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BOOK. ſhelter from ſhipwreck, For, on the 24th of June 1503, being 


II. 
— 


he ſuffered on. this . occaſion, and his Sovereign's ingratitude 
together, proved too mighty: for his generous ſpirit ; he ſunk 


on his return to Hiſpaniola from Veragua, he met with ſuch 
tempeſtuous weather as compelled him, after loſing two of his 
ſhips, to bear away in the utmoſt diſtreſs for this Iſland; With 
great difficulty, he reached a little harbour on the north fide 
(which to this hour bears the name of Don Chriſtopher's Cove 
where he was forced to run aground the two veſlels that were 
Faber him, to prevent their foundering · By this diſaſter, his ſhips 
ere damaged beyond the poſſibility of repair, and he had now 


= melancholy reflection that his mileries and his life would 
and four days, that he remained in this-wretched fixuation, he 


had new dangers to ſurmount. and unaccuſtomed trials for the 
_ exerciſe of his fortitude. people revolted, the Ins 
2 him, and the G af Hiſpaniola not only refuſed 

to relieve, but with monſtrous and unexampled barbarity, 


aggravated his misfortunes by outrage and mockery... All, theſs 
occurrences however, together with the dexterity with which 


he availed himſelf of the tion.of the Indians, hy the cir- 


cumſtance of an eclipſe, and the means whereby hi his deliverance = 


was at length effected, having been 1 recounted by a thouſand dif- 
ferent hiſtorians, need not be repeated by me. The hardſhips 


under them, ſoon after his return to Spain; leaving however a 


name not to be extinguiſhed, but * that world whoſe | boun- 
daries he had e. e aint of 4 


(e) There is 1 among the > of the Hoo. 1 in 


Jamaica, a very old volume in MS, conkiſting of diaries and reports of Go- 
vernors, 
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| Arran: the death of its illuſtrious: diſcoverer, the bunt. R 


dane ef the Spaniards, during a century and i half, in 
he ſettlement of Jamaica, have ſcarcely obtained the noticed 
of hiſtory. Happy indeed it would have been for their na⸗ . 
F if the records of many of their more exten 
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ale: AG: the fame period, 8 in equal 
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FF 
in the firſt ſettlement of the Colony. In this book is to be found the tranſlation 
FR 
| Gnement on this and. Alt appears to me to bear marks of authenticity, I ſhall 
preſent it to my readens. It was written probably about eight months after the 
departure, of his meſſenger Diego Mendez, who had attempted, to reach, Hi: | 
 paniola.in-an Indian canoe. Hearing nothing from bim in that interyal,-Colum- 
| bus ſeems to have relinquiſhed every hope of relief, and to have written this let- 
man of er, not 2s aying, any probable means of ſeading ice 


| 2 Q 
477 letter bon Chriſt Pa oe 2175 "08 Lap lar te #00: ui: 
Wee a e e cis er « Jamaiga, 0b. 


7 « Diego Mendes, and the papers I ſent by him, vill thew your Highnel what 
Lich. mines of gold I have diſcovered in Veragua, and how I intended to have. 
| leſt,my-brather,as.the river Belin, if the judgments of Heaven and the greateſt, . 
mighactuogs ju the world had not prevented it. However it is ſufficient th that your, 
and, your ſucceſſors will have the glory and advantage of all, and — Lag 
| diſcoyery and ſettlement are reſerved for happier perſons than the unfortu- 
er tune merciful to me as to conduct Mendes to $ 
ubt not but; he will convin e your Highneſs and my great miſtreſs that this 
wi nat only be a C ile and eon, but 3 diſcoyery of a world of ſubjects, lands 
and. wealth, greater than man's unbounded fancy could ever comprehend, or or. 
OS Hs: but neither he, this paper, nor the tongue gue of mortal man can 
expreſs. the anguiſh and afflitions of my body and mind; nor the miſery and. 
Latein of my, ln, brother and friends! Alread ready | bave we been confined ten. 


4220 2 ee R 2 | | months. 
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net 
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ſormer ages would have acknowledged as great and meritbrious actions! Good 


Muſtrious miftreſs Donna Tfabelſ Know, that my cal for their ſervice and intereſt 


of Vice-Roy and Admiral, render me obnoxious to the hatred af the Spaniſh nation. 
 languiſhing and expiring with that and other infirmities, among ſavages, where 1 


fick, ſtarving. 
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does or conſigned to everlaſting oblivida ; bappier Qill, 
1 — — n 

15 Purer 
e vas ee acts e | 
and laſhed together x thoſe of my men that were in health bave mutined under the 
orras's of Seville, my friends that were faithful are moſtly ſick and dying, we 
ave confumed the Indians? proviſions, ſo that they abandon us; all therefore are 
like to periſh by hunger, and theſe miſeries are accompanied with ſo many aggra- 


vating circumſtaners, that render me the moſt wretched object of misfortune, 
this' world ſhalt ever fee ;. as if the diſpteafure of Heaven ſeconded 'the etivy of 


Spain, and would puniſh as criminal thoſe undertakings and diſcoveries which 


Meaven, and you holy ſaints that dwell in it, let the King Don Ferdinand and my 


kath brought me thus low ;-for le is impetſible to live and have aMiQtions cquabts 


mine: I fee, and with horror apprehend, my own, and, for my fake, my'unforts- 


nate and deferving peoples deſtruction. Alas, piety and juſtice have retired to 
their habitations above, and it is a crime to have undertaken and performed tos = 
much? As my miſery makes my We a burthen to myſtis 5 I fear the empty tides. 


. are uopted 10 cut the thread that is breaking; for E 
am in my old age, oppreſſed with. inſupportable pains of the gout, and am now 


have neither medicines por proviſions for the body, prieft nor fherament for the | 
foul.. My men in a ſfate of revolt; my brother, my ſon, and thoſs that are faithful, 
and 


dying ; the Indians bave abandoned us, and the Governor 
bas ſent rather to fee if I am dead, than to ſuccour us, or carry 


of Saint 


me alive from henpe ; for his boat neither delivered a letter, nor ſpoke with, nor 


would receiye 
here my voyages and life ſhould terminate. O bleſſed mother of God, that com- | 


any letter from us ; © Iconclude your Highneſs's officers intend that. | 


_ Paffionatey the miſerable and oppreſſed, why du not cruel Bovadilk kill me when 


 ongyave for ] would have the rememrance of fo — W 


be robbed me and my brother of our dearly-gurchaſed gold, and ſent us to Spain · 
in chains wilbqut trial, crime or ſhadow of miſconduct ? Theſe chains are all. . 
the treaſures I have, and they ſhall be buried. with me, if I chance ta have a coffin. 


ands. 
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purer medium, and not, as now, ferving chiefly to render viſible age 4 
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further infamy —— Jet agen to: came know; there, weelr 
| wxetches ſo vile in this, that think to recommend themſclyes to your majeſty by 
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deſtroying the unfortunate and miſerable Chriſtopher Columbus ; not for. his 
crimes, but for his ſervices ft tec wering anit giving Spain u new world. Avit 
wit Heaven itſelf that inſpired aud ronduBed me to ie, the Heavens will weep for 
wecand: Gew gityll Lat dhe carth;; ain ewerp ſoul im it that loves juſtics ad -—o— 8 
mercy, weep ſor me And you, O gjorified Saints of God, tfiat know h- . 
cenicy and ſeg my ſufferings here, have mercy! for though tis preſent age iv en= — —  &@ © 
vious of obdurite, ſurely thoſe that are to come will pity me, when they are told . 
that Chriſtopher ColiicaBus) with is own forrane, ran the hazard of his own and 65 
his hben a,, andy with inde or h er to the Crown of Spain, imma 
years, and four rojages, rmadered. greater ſervices. than ever mortal man did 
prince or kingdom, yet was leſt to periſh, without being charged with the leaſt 
erte, in poverty ind miſery ; all but his chains being taken from him; ſo that 
he who gave Spain another world, had neither fafery in it; not yet a cortage for 
himfl{nanhis wrenhed family > but; ſhould Heaven Bilperferureme, and frentdlf. © 
pleaſed with what I have dong; as if the diſcovery: of tis. new world nay be farl — 
to the old, and as a puniſhment bring wy life to a period. in this miſerable place, 
| yet do you, good angels, you that ficcour the oppreſſed and innocent, bring this paper . 
to my great miſtreds. She knows how much f have done; and will believe what ! 
have ſuſfered for her glory and ſervice, and-wild bo ſo juſt and pious as not to let 
the children of him thas has brought to Spain ſuck immenſe riches, and added-toit 5 - 
vaſt. and unknown kingdoms and empires, want: bread, or ſubſiſt only on alms. 
if the lives, will conſider that cruelty and ingratitude will bring down,the | — 
wrath of Heaven, fo that the wealth T have diſcovered, ſhall be the means f - 3, 
. . 

Ur | | 


- 


firſt fixed themſelves in Hiſnaviola;befixe:;thay ſeem to have 


ingratitude. of King, Ferdinand towardur the: family.ioh Cohn 


compelled to employ the elbſe of F Bis dye ir in fruitleſs "af ir 
Home {alicitation at the court. of an, ypthan 
luffered.chim...0 


1 monarch ; | who, .meanly. 
of the tights and privileges--originally » 
the heir of his fortunes, ſucceeds "to. : the fame debe 


_ excuſes, he inſtituted a memorable procbſs againſt his ſovereign [ 
before the util of the Indies at. Seville „ und this" court; 


5 that he was ee with a 9 over on BER p 


ursmekr or mE 
Aso ſeventeen years had. elapfed. after the, Spaniards:bad 


entertained any ſerious deſign of ſending forth a colony to poſ- 
ſeſs itſelf of Jamaica. As this: iſſand produced neither geld por 


filver; it, ſeems, to have been. neglected. as unworthy, farther 


notice, and perhaps it might, havs.;continued; a;fqv years 
longer the peaceful ſeat of innocent ſimplicity, but for the baſe 


bus. This great man, after his returm 


40. Spain in TyOH, was 


44 11. is of 24 a ? 4 ” 


de — defrauded 
granted to bünz ad 


which he had fo dearly and 6 fbi) eithed:* Tris ſon DRE 3 


ceſſity, till at length, wearied out, with frivolous. — * 


with a firmneſs and virtue that cannot. be f ſufficient] ty ap p- 


X. 1d L466 > < $98? 


plauded, decided in favour. of his pretenbons. ... After 4 mi- 
nute and 1 3 nem —4 


a 


that of the high admiral of Caſtille; that he was — 
tenth part of all the gold and ſilver that-might thereafter- be 
found in thoſe - territories ; and they adjudg ed“ Rich Va arious 


12 37 — 


other privileges and immunities, of yaſt exte Si nt and. 1 iT 4 
rity. But the * rin this s dſtioguithed. 2 


W ee competent 


F INDITSy. .. ET. 
| ne recognitivn of his rights, confirmed to him on CHAR 
vithority of "governor and admiral of Hiſpa- 1. 

n ech ef this'Girilhiſhed command, it is probab ii 
N Wld abs: Pest deprived)! if e d not fortunately 
ſtrengthened his intereſt by an illuſtrious marriage. The gal- 
lant youth, nevertheleſs, ſtill "boldly perſiſted: in his claim to ä 
the full enerciſe of alk ide rights and authority, which bad 1 


been ſo recently deereed to belong to him; and ae 
tet warde, accompanied: by a numerous and ſplendid 
embarked för his government, reſolved ta enforce his preten 
24 eDQKISRY TH Thy inn | £4 
H arrhed in Hiſpaniols in \ the Ine ver July N bur 
hall-veop ſdon the mortifieation to diſcover that the Fo 
actuall/ inveſted in two other perſons (Alonzo de Ojeda ang 
Diego de Nicueſſa) not only two ſeparate and diſtin go- 
vernthents; Which comprehended all the continent as far as it 
had been diſcovered by. Chriſtopher Columbus, but had alſo. 
included the iſland/ of Jamaica, as à joint appendage to, and 
Place of refreſhment within, the juriſdiction of each. Theſe ap- 
pointments Diego Columbus conſidered as a manifeſt violation 
of his own rights, and ſtrenuouſſy contended for the exclu- 
fve privilege of nominating, in particular, to the governments 
of Veragua and Jamaica, the prior diſoovery of both thoſe 
countries by his father being a circumſtance of univerſal no- N 
toriety. To ſecure his claim to Jamaica; in the; month of 
November 1 509, he ſent thither Juan de Eſquivel, with about 
ſeventy men.  Eſquivel had acquired the reputation of a 
i and it is ill more to his honour, that he was 
"2 ps one 
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would hang him up as # rebel. It happened that Ojeda's 


was ſhipwrecked on the Coaſt of Cuba, and was in danger of 


very man whoſe deſtruction he had meditated; but the mag- 


He immediately ſent over to Cuba, Pedro de Narvez, an officer 


provided him with: the means of a ſpeedy and ſafe convey- 
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HISTORY OF THE 


| bloodſhed and infectious rapine, were diſtinguiſhed for gene- 
roſity and humanity. An eminent inſtance of his greatneſs of 
mind is thus recorded by Herrera. About the time that he 
failed from Hiſpaniola to take poſſeſſion of his new govern- 
ment of Jamaica, his competitor Ojeda was on his departure 
to the continent. Ojeda violently oppoſed the intended ex-- 


pedition of Eſquivel, and publicly threatened that if he ſhould 


find him at Jamaica, on his return from the continent, be 


voyage was unfortunate in the higheſt degree; for, after ſuſ- 
taining a ſeries of calamities altogether without example, 


miſerably perifking for want of fond. In his diſtreſs he called 
to mind that Eſquivel was in Jamaics, and he was: now re- 
duced to the ad extremity of imploring ſccour from the 


nanimous Eſquivel was no ſooner made acquainted wich the 
ſuſferings of his enemy, than he forgot all his reſentment. 


of rank, to conduct Ojeda to Jamaica. Eſquivel received 
him with the tendereſt ſympathy, treated him during his 
ſtay with every poſſible mark of diſtinction and reſpect, and 


ance to Hiſpaniola. It is pleaſing to. add, that Oh was not 
ungrateful to his benefaQor. 


UnpzR ſuch a man it is | reaſonable to ſuppoſe that the 


yoke of ſuhjection fat light and cafy on the natives of Ja- 
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WEST INDIES. 


maica, and that the ravages of conqueſt were reſtrained within C H A P. 
the limits of humanity. Accordingly, the Spaniſh hiſtorians I. 
bear the moſt honourable teſtimony to his virtuous and gentle 9 
admin — The affairs of Jamaica (ſays Herrera) went 

% on aeg becauſe Juan de Eſquivel having brought 

« the natives to ſubmiſſion without any ef of blaad, they 
« laboured in planting cotton, and raifing other commo- 
„ dities which yielded great profit. This praiſe is the 
more valuable becauſe it is almoſt peculiar to Eſquivel, 
who alone ſeems to have been ſenſible of the abominable 

| wickedneſs of viſiting \ diſtant lands only to, deſolate them; 
and of converting the Indians to Chriſtianity by cutting 
their throats. How many noble qualities, in ſome of his 
cotemporaries, were tarniſhed by cruelty and rapine, or un- 
happily blended with a miſguided and frantic zeal for re- 
 ligion, that rendered their * fl more . 
and W 5 


EsqpivxI. nn in his « e but a PET years. He 7 
died in his government, and was buried at Sevilla Nueva, a 
town which he had founded. He was probably ſucceeded by 
governors of a far different character, who, it is to be feared, 
ſoon began to ſpread among the wretched natives the fame 
Horrible carnage that was now deſolating Hiſpaniola. It ap- 
pears that Francis de Garay held the chief command in 1 523, 
ſince in that year he fitted out an expedition from this iſland 
for the conqueſt of Panuco, a territory which Cortes, un- 
known to Garay, had already annexed to the Spaniſh dom 
nion. In this expedition were employed nine ſhips and two - 

Vor. IJ. 8 = brigantines, 
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B O O K brigantines, and there were embarked in it 850 Spaniards, and 
a conſiderable body of Jamaica Indians, and 144 horſes. Such 
: a force, if collected chiefly within the iſland, proves that a 
great progreſs had been made in its ſettlement and. po- 
pulation during the thirteen years that the Spaniards had been 
in poſſeſſion of it. As Eſquivel had eſtabliſhed the ſeat of 
government near to the ſpot which had been honoured by the 
reſidence of Columbus after his ſhipwreck in 1504, it may 
be preſumed that the town of Sevilla Nueva was now become 
a i of ſome conſideration. This town, as we are informed by Her- 
rera, was founded on the ſeite of an ancient Indian village, 
called Maima [d, and near to the port named by Columbus 
Santa Gloria (now St. Ann's Harbour) and the daily acceſ- 
| fion of new inhabitants would naturally extend the bounda- 
ries. of the capital, till the rude village, conſiſting at firſt of 
a few temporary huts, muſt have increaſed- to a place of im- 
portance. Religion too, in all the Spaniſh territories, very 
ſoon forced architecture into her ſervice ; for, by a lamentable 
inconſiſtency i in the human mind, theſe deſtroyers of their fel- 
low creatures were wonderfully exact in the obſervance of all 
the outward ceremonies of divine worſhip. With hands yet 
reeking in. the blood of murdered i innocence, they could erect 
temples to the Almighty, and implore that mercy from Hea- 
ven, which they had juſt denied to the miſerable victims of 


(d) Quaſi Mags, There is a bay a little to the eaſtward, which is called 
at this hour Mamee Bay. The ground on which Sevilla Nueva was built, is 
now chiefly the property of Mr. Heming, who has a large ſugar plantation- 


| thereon. It is called Seviile Plantation; and the ruins of the ancient town are 
ill viſible in me of the cane-fields, 


their 
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WEST INDIES. 


both were viſible not long ago, as many of the ruins are at 
this day. Peter Martyr of Angleria, the author of the De- 


cades, being appointed abbot and chief miſſionary of T | 


iſland. A fort was alſo erected, the remains of which, 


: 


131 


their cruelty and rapine. * Among clove coſtly buildings 2c- CHA P. 
thedral and monaſtery were deſigned, and the foundations of 


* 


well as of the cathedral, were inſpected by Sloane in 168 5 I 


who relates, that a pavement was diſcovered at the diſtance of. 
two miles from the church ; a circumſtance that may give us 


ſome idea of the extent of the city in the days of its proſpe- 
rity. The weſt gate ' of the cathedral ſtood entire in 1688, 


and diſplayed, in the judgment of Sloane, very excellent work - 
manſhip; but it was his opinion that the building was never 


compleated ; for he obſerved ſeveral arched ſtones that muſt 
have been defigned for it, which apparently had never been 


"2 put up {e}. He likewiſe diſcovered, in the fame condition, 


materials for a capital manſion, probably intended for the pa- 


lace of the governor. From theſe circumſtances, the tradi- Y 
tion wks ſtill F in the iſland, that the Spaniſh inha- 
(e) > Over the door cefitia malate) was a carving of our Seviour's head 


with a crown of thorns between two angels; on the right fide a ſmall round 
figure of ſome ſaint, with a knife luck into his head. On the left a Virgin Mary 


or Madona, her arm tied in three places, — faſhion. Over the gate, under 
a coat of arms, this inſcription. 


Petrus. Martir. Ab. Angleria. Italus. Civis Madiclenen. Prothon. * Hujus. 


Inſule. Abbas. Senatus. Indici. Conſiliarius. Ligneam. Primus. Ædem. 
Hand. Bis. Igne. Conſumptam. Latericio. Et. * Lapide. Primus. 
A. Fundamentis. Etruxit.“ 

SLOANE, 


8 2 bditants 


HISTORT OF THE 
bitants of Seville were at fome period, in their wars with the 
natives, entirely and ſuddenly cut off, is probably founded in 
truth. Sloane, indeed, relates that ſome of the Spaniſh 
planters, who had retired to Cuba, affigned very different rea« 
ſons for the deſertion of this part of the country, alledging, 


' that a viſitation of innumerable ants, had deſtroyed all their 


proviſion grounds, and that the: fituation of the capital was ill 


: adapted for the purpoſes of their commerce. Theſe reaſons 


might poſſibly have operated againſt the re-eſtabliſhment of 
the place ; but were not, I think, of ſufficient efficacy to induce 
a whole body of people, the inhabitants of a growing capital, 
ſuddenly to remove their families and effects, and voluntarily 


| fubmit to the labour of building an entire new town, in a 


| very diſtant and wholly uncultivated part of the country. It 
is certain that the town of Seville was not ſuffered to fall 
5 gradually to decay; but was depopulated while it was yet 
in an unfiniſhed ſtate, many years before the conqueſt of 
the Ifland by the Engliſh (). Neither (if this tradition of 
its cataſtrophe were true) could a juſt account. be expected 


from the deſcendants of men, who deſervedly brought deſtruc- 


tion on themſelves ; fince the recital of their fate would again 


have brought the deeds alſo of their anceſtors to remembrance, 


and they were deeds of darkneſs, too mournful to contemplate ; 1 


too dreadf ul © to be told ! 


65 See the account of "LEM tranſmitted to Cromwell by general Venables, 
preſerved in Thurloe's ſtate papers, vol. iii. p. 545, wherein he ſpeaks of Seville 
as a town that had exiſted in times paſt. And Sloane relates that when the 


Engliſh. took the iſland, the ruins of this city were overgrown with wood'and 


turned black with age. He ſaw timber trees growing within the walls of the 
_ cathedral, upwards of ſixty feet in height. Sloane Hiſt. Jamaica, vol. i. p. 66. 
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Born ancient tradition, and recent difcoreties give too CH 5 P. 
—— 


much room to believe that the work of deſtruction proceeded 
not leſs rapidly in this Iſland, after Eſquivebs death, than in 
HFiſpaniola; for to this day caves are frequently diſcovered in 
the mountains, wherein the ground is covered, almoſt en- 
tirely, with human bones; the miſerable remains, without 
all doubt, of ſome of the unfortunate aborigines, who, immured 
in thoſe receſſes, were probably reduced to the fad alternative 
of periſhing with hunger, or of bleeding under the ſwords 


of their mercileſs invaders {g} ! When therefore we are told 


133 


of the fate of the Spaniſh inhabitants of Seville, it is impoſſible 


to feel any other emotion than an indignant wiſh that the ſtory 


were better authenticated, and that Heaven in mercy had per- 


mitted the poor Indians in the ſame moment to have extirpated 


their oppreſſors altogether ! But unhappily this faint glimmer * 


ing of returning light to the wretched natives, was ſoon loſt in 


everlaſting darkneſs, fince it pleaſed the Almighty, for reaſons 


inſcrutable to finite wiſdom, to permit the total deſtruction 


of this devoted people ; who, to the number of 60,000, on the 
| moſt moderate eſtimate, were at length wholly cut off and 


exterminated by the Spaniards, not a ſingle deſcendant, of either 


nor, . believe, for a century before (b}. 


(8) I+is diſcovered by the ſkulls, which are preternaturlly 3 that 


theſe are the ſkeletons of the Indians. ind 


ſex, being alive when the Engliſh took the iſland in 1655, 


(b) There is faid to exiſt on the ſouth fide of the iſland. of Cuba, at this 


day, a ſmall remnant of the ancient Indians. They reſide in a little town near 
St. Jago de Cuba, called Iwanec, and have adopted the manners and language of 
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Tux loſs of Seville was probably followed by that of Melilla, 
a ſmall village fituated about eleven leagues to the eaſtward, 
(come fay at the harbour now called Port Maria) and the 
cataſtrophe which attended theſe places is ſuppoſed to have 

_ cauſed the eſtabliſhment of the capital of St. Jago de la Vega, 
or, as it is now called, Spaniſh Town. 


Or the preciſe ara of theſe events, it is now perhaps 
uſeleſs to inquire ; but if conjecture may be allowed, I ſhould 
fix on the year 1523, immediately after the departure of the 
force under Garay ; and if the new capital was really founded 
by Diego Columbus, as tradition reports, and which' there 
ſeems no good reaſon to diſpute, the . conjecture is ſtrongly 
confirmed; for he embarked for Spain in diſcontent in 1517, 

returned to his government with fuller powers in 1520, and 
died in his native country in the latter end of 1525 or the 
beginning of 1526 ; and it was certainly after his arrival the 


laſt time in Hiſpaniola, that he laid, or cauſed to be *. the 
foundation of St. Jago de la Vega. 


Tux new city ee n WY in 1545 . years 
after the death of its founder) it had the honour of giving 
the title of Marquis to his ſon and heir, who received at the 
fame time from the emperor Charles V. a grant of the 


whole iſland in perpetual forereignay, as an hereditary af of 
the crown of Caſtile. 


As this is an important circumſtance in the hiſtory of this 
ifland, and ſeems not to have been perfectly underſtood by 
| . ; | 3 
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any of the Engliſh hiſtorians who have treated of the affairs CHAP. 


of Jamaica, I preſume that a more copious deduction and ex- 
planation of it, will not be UNACCE ptable. 


Dix co c left iſſue ahve ſons and two FTIR 
His eldeſt fon, Don Lewis, ſucceeded to his father's honours | 
Of the daughters, the eldeſt, Iſabella, 


and extenſive claims. 
afterwards intermarried with the count de Gelvez, a Portu- 
gueſe nobleman of the houſe of Braganza. Lewis Columbus 


was an infant of fix years of age on the death of his father ; 
but was generally conſidered as hereditary vice-roy, and 


high admiral of the Weſt Indies. The emperor however, ; 


though he treated him with ſingular diſtinction, and conſidera- 


bly augumented his revenues, as he grew to manhood, abſo- 


lutely refuſed to admit his claim to ſuch extenſive authority, 


example, a legal proceſs for the recovery of his birthright. 
It does not appear that his ſuit ever came to a legal iſſue; for, 
in the year 1545, he found it prudent to accede to a compro- 
miſe with the emperor, whereby he transferred all his here- 


_ ditary rights to the crown, for a grant of the province of 
Veragua and the iſland of Jamaica, with the title of duke de 


Veragua and marquis de la Vega. What might have been the 
preciſe extent and nature of this grant, we have not information 


and Lewis, as his minority expired, inſtituted, after his father's | 


135 


I. 


ſufficient to enable us to judge. Whatever it was, he left no ifſue | 


to enjoy it; and his brothers alſo dying without male ifſue, 
his ſiſter Iſabella, wife of the count de Gelvez, became ſole 
| heireſs of the Columbus family, and conveyed by her marriage 
all her rights to me houſe of Braganza, where they continued, 
9 | I believe, 
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HISTORY OF THE 


door ai till the year 1640, and then reverted back by forfeiture 
Il. to the crown of Spain, in conſequence of the revolution which 
placed ou! * of Braganza on the throne of e 


Sin Hans Sloane therefore, in aſſerting that a duke de Veragua 
enjoyed a yearly revenue from Jamaica, at the time the iſland 
ſurrendered to the Engliſh in 1655, muſt have been miſin- 
| formed; as he clearly is in ſuppoſing that the family of Colum- 
bus were at that time proprietors of the iſland, and had ſo 
cantinized from the days of Ferdinand and Iſabella. 


1 Bur there is a chm Nestea Blome, and con- 

1 „ by the ſtate papers of Thurloe, for which the relation 

_ I. have given ſufficiently accounts. I mean the eſtabliſhment in 
= | - Jamaica of many Portugueſe families. The transfer of Iſabella's 115 
inheritance to the houſe of Braganza, might have encouraged 

—_— - many of the Portugueſe to fix their fortunes in the newly-ac- 
—_ 17 quired colony, and it is equally probable that the ſame event 
would excite jealouſy in the old Spaniſh ſettlers towards their 

new viſitors. Blome adds that the Portugueſe were abhorred. 


Sucx mutual diftruſt of, and irreconcileable averſion among 
the inhabitants towards each other, was perhaps the cauſe that Sir 
Anthony Shirley met with ſo little reſiſtance when he invaded 
the iiland in 1596, and plundered the capital. About forty 
years afterwards it was again invaded by a force from the 
Windward Iſlands under colonel Jackſon. It is ſaid however that 
on this occaſion the inhabitants behaved with great gallantry 
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in a pitched battle at Paſſage Fort ; but being overpowered, C HAP. 
Jackſon, after loſing forty men, entered St. Jago de la Vega (word I. 

in hand, and, having pillaged it of every thing valuable, received 
a conſiderable ranſom for ſparing the houſes. He then re- 


treated to his ſhips, and carried off his booty without inter- 
ruption. 


| FroM this period, until the capture of the iſland by the 
Engliſh in 1655, during the uſurpation of Cromwell, I know 
nothing of its concerng, nor perhaps were they productive of 
any event deſerving remembrance. I ſhall therefore proceed, 
in the next chapter, to the conſideration of the Protector: 

' motives for attacking the territories of Spain at a time when 
treaties of peace ſubſiſted between the two nations; which k 
I conceive have hitherto been greatly miſunderſtood, or wilfully | | 
miſrepreſented, by hiſtorians i in general. 


Vor. I. | T CHAP. 
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conduct on that occaſion. The celebrated female 
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CHAP. I. 


Cromwell vindicated for —_— the Spaniards m 16G, — 
Their cruelties in the Weſt Indies, in contravention of the treaty 
of 1630.—Propoſals offered by Modyford and Gage. Forcible 

arguments of the latter. Secretary Thurke's account of a con- 
ference with the Spaniſh Ambaſſador —Cronwell's demand 
f — das — Ll — on ifs . : 


HERE is no Neue of the Engliſh annals,” in the 
| peruſal of which greater caution is requiſite than the 
' hiſtory af the adminiſtration of the protector Cromwell. The 
prejudices of party, which in common caſes are loſt in te 
current of time, have floated down to us in full ſtrength againſt 
this proſperous uſurper ; and his actions, from the period that 


he reached the ſummit of power, are ſtill ſcrutinized with | 
induſtrious malignity, as if it were impoſſible that authority 
irregularly acquired, could be exerciſed with juſtice. 


IT is not ſtrange therefore that the vigorous proceedings 


of the protector againſt the Spaniſh nation, in 1655, ſhould. 


have been obnoxious to cenſure, or that writers of very oppo- 
fite political principles ſhould concur in miſrepreſenting his- 
repub- 
lican 1 terms it © diſhonourable and piratical, and the ** 


1 Hiry of Engl. 5 _ | 
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ne apologiſt of the Stewart family J). pronounces it CHAP. 


A moſt *— dialen of treaty. 


tary) ought, however, to have mitigated this weight of cenſure. 
In truth, it will be found that nothing but a moſt difingenuous 


concealment of the hoſtile proceedings of the Spaniards, too 


groſs -to be palliated, towards the ſubjects of England, can 
give even the colour of plauſibility to the charge which has 
been brought againſt Cromwell, of having commenced an un- 
| juſt and ruinous war, againſt a friend and ally, contrary to the 
Intereſt of the nation, and in violation of the faith of treaties. 


If the power which is veſted in the executive magiſtrate, 


| by whatever name he be diſtinguiſhed, be held for the protec- 


the protector on that occaſion were not merely juſtifiable ; 
they were highly neceſſary, and even meritorious ; for the con- 
duct of Spain, eſpecially in America, was the declaration and 
exerciſe of war againſt the whole human race. I ſhall adduce 


a few remarkable facts to ſupport this aſſertion. The ſubject 
is curious in itſelf, and, in ſome reſpects, REES Sr: the 


W e # 
Tux lateſt treaty which nal been made between Eng- 


land and Spain, previous to the aſſumption of the protectorate | 
by Cromwell, was concluded in the year 1630; by. the firſt 


article of which it was ſtipulated, that there ſhould be peace, 
amity, and friendſhip between the two crowns and their r re- 


(b ) David Hume—Hiſtory of Great Britain. 
T2 ö ſpective 
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tion and ſecurity of the religion, liberties and properties of 
the people under his government, the meaſures adopted by 
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Tux — of the ſtate papers of Thurloe (the "ay 


% 
4 0 — EDS d Ev 6 * 4 
* eren 
* n * 2 e | 


8 2 $ID 4 


. e 
8 N 8 


* * 1 © : 4%, - 
» » . ®. 
* * : p .-E . 
by 


* 
y 3 


. * 1 * . G - : 
1 5 # » . 1 . 4 . 
r 4. x BY”: 90 © * * 


own ſubjects had diſcovered there, but claiming alſo the ſole 
and excluſive privilege of navigating the American ſeas ( * 


what he thought fit.“ 
letters preſerved in the ſame collection, that Cornwallis, complaining to the 


HISTORY OF THE 


ſpeQive ſubjects in all parts of the world. Before this ua 
the ſovereigns of Spain had not only encouraged, but openly 
avowed, the exerciſe of perpetual hoſtility on the ſhips and 
ſubjects of all the nations of Europe, that were or might be 


found in any part of the new hemiſphere ; arrogantly aſſuming 


to themſelves a right not only to all the territories which their 


PazTENSIONs ſo ae which violated alike the a 


of nature and nations, ,were reſiſted by . ſtate 


b the en ld e 


peace between England and Spain, which ſaved the Spaniſh monarchy from 

_ abſolute deſtruction, Sir Charles Cornwallis, in a letter dated from Madrid in 
May 1606, informs the Earl of Saliſbury that Don Lewis Firardo, a Spaniſh | 
| admiral, having met with certain Engliſh ſhips laden with corn and bound to 
Seville, © took the maſters, and firſt ſet their necks in the ſtocks. He afterwards 
removed them into his own ſhip, and there with his own hands did as much 


to their legs; reviling them, and calling them heretics, Lutheran dogs, and ene- 
mies of Chriſt, threatening to hang them; and in concluſion robbed them of 
See Winwood, vol. ii. p. 143. It appears by ſubſequent 


Duke of Lerma, the miniſter of Spain, of Firardo's conduct, particularly in 


fending to the gallies ſome Engliſh mariners whom he had made priſoners in 


the Weſt Indies, was told by that miniſter © that Firardo ſhould be called to 


| account, not (adds the Duke) for ſending the men to the gallies, but for net 


baving hanged them up, as he ought to have done.” Sir Walter Raleigh, ſome time 


afterwards, in a letter to King James, ſpeaks of it as a well-known fact, that 
che Spaniards, in another inſtance, had murdered twenty-ſix Engliſhmen, 


tying them back to back and then cutting their throats, even after they. had 


traded with them a whole month, and when the Engliſh went aſhore in 


full confidence, and without ſo much as one ſword among them. oo Raleigh's 
Works by Birch, vol. ii. p. 376. 


that 
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that felt itſelf concerned in the ifſue: by the Engliſh parti- C H A P. 


cularly, who had already planted colonies in Virginia, Bermu- 


das, St. Chriſtopher's s and Barbadoes ; territories ſome of which 
Spain had got even diſcovered, and none of which had ſhe. ever 


occupied. Thus actual war, and war in all its horrors, pre- 


vailed between the ſubjects of Spain in the new world, and 


thoſe of the ſeveral other nations who ventured thither, while, 


at the ſame time, peace a m ſublifted between the 
. * ſtates in Europe. 


To ſecure to the Engliſh an uninterrupted venta with 


the treaty of 1630. It ſeems indeed to have been more im- 
mediately founded on a remarkable inſtance of Spaniſh perfidy, 


which had recently happened in the iſland of St. Chriſtopher ; 


for the court of Spain having, towards the latter end of the 


14 


II. 


their ſettlements above mentioned, was one great object * 


year 1629, fitted out a fleet of twenty - four ſhips of force, and 


fifteen frigates, under the command of don Frederic de Toledo, 
oſtenſibly to attack the Dutch ſettlement-in Brafil, ſecretly 
ordered the admiral to proceeed in the firſt place to the iſland 


I have mentioned (which, although the Spaniards had indeed 


firſt diſcovered. it 130 years before, they had never once occu- 
pied) and rout out from thence both the Engliſh and French, 
who at that time held a Wer and peaceable poficthon.. 


NITAII as French, nor Engliſh, nor- both. canine, a 
were ſtrong enough to oppoſe ſuch an enemy. The French 
planters took refuge in the neighbouring iſland of Antego, 
and the Engliſh fled to. the. mountains; from whence they ſent 
Is - 
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under pain of death. He then laid waſte all the ſettlements 


* on his voyage. 


had jointly taken poſſeſſion of Santa Cruz, which at that time 
was wholly unpeopled and deſerted. Diſputes ariſing between 


NR 8 A * * oy 1 


HISTORY OF THE 
deputies to treat for a ſurrender ; but the haughty Spaniard 


required and obtained unconditional ſubmiſſion ; and, having 


ſelected out of the Engliſh ſettlers fix hundred of the ableſt 


men, whom he condemned to the mines, he ordered all the reſt 
- (conſiſting chiefly of women and children) inſtantly to quit the 


iſland, in ſome Engliſh veſſels which he had ſeized at Nevis, 


within his reach, and, having W _ 


Ir might be ſuppoſed that the treaty of 1640, prevented 8 
ſuch enormities in future; but, in violation of all that is ſolemn 


and ſacred among Chriſtian ſtates, and to the diſgrace of hu- 
man nature, the Spaniards, eight years only after the affair of St. 
Chriſtopher's, attacked a ſmall Engliſh colony which had 
taken poſſeſſion of the little unoccupied Iſland of Tortaga, and 
put every man, woman, and child to the ſword: they even 


hanged up ſuch as came in and ſurrendered themſelves, on the 
promiſe 1 after the iu attack. 


Tux e monarch at that time on | the throne of W 


land, was too deeply engaged in conteſts with his ſubjects at 
home, to be able to afford protection to his coloniſts abroad; 
and thoſe conteſts terminating at length in a civil war, the 


Spaniards proceeded in the ſame career with impunity; treating 
all the Britiſh ſubjects, whom they found in the Weſt Indies, as 


intruders and pirates. In the year 1635, the Engliſh and Dutch 
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the new e the Engliſh took arms and became ſole maſ- C H A r. 
ters of the Illand. In 1650 the Spaniards landed there, and, =. - 
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without the ſmalleſt provocation, exterminated every inhabitant 


that fell into their hands, murdering, as at Tortuga, even the 


women and children. As uſual with this revengeful nation, 
they conquered but to deſolate ;. for, having deſtroyed all the 
people they could ſeize, they laid waſte and then deſerted the 
Iſland, and, when ſome of the Dutch nation, in conſequence of 


ſueh deſertion, took poſſeſſion a ſecond time, the Spaniards. 


returned and treated them as they had treated the Engliſh. 
or their av W the ſubjects of 9 ſtates, even 
fuch as were forced on: their coaſts in diſtreſs, the inſtances 


were without number. Their treatment of the ſailors was as 
| barbarous and inhuman, as their pretences for ſeizing them were 


commonly groundleſs and unjuſt. The very mercies of the 


Spaniards were cruel ; for if, in ſome few inſtances, they forbore 


to inflict immediate death on their priſoners, they ſentenced 


them to a worſe puniſhment ; condemning them to work in the: 


mines of Mexico for life (4). 


Ir 
(d) The Spaciards, after the death of Cromwell, „ and 
continued them to our own times. About the year 1680, they landed on the Iſland 


of Providence, one of the Bahamas, and totally. deſtroyed the Engliſh ſettlement 
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there. The governor (Mr. Clark) they took with them to Cuba, in irons, and put 
him to death by torture. Oldmixon, who wrote The Britiſh empire in America,” 
was informed by Mr. Trott, one of Governor Clark's ſucceſſors, that the Spaniards 
roaſted Clark on a ſpit. The inſolence and brutality. of the commanders of the 
Spaniſh guarda-coſtas in the days of Walpole, are remembered by many perſons 
now living; and perhaps thete are thoſe alive who were preſent when Captain 
Jenkins gave that remarkable evidence to the houſe of commons, which it would 


be. 
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100k Ir is evident, from the ſchemes and propoſals for attacking 


I. 


the Spaniards, which were preſented to Cromwell on his eleva- 


don to the protectorate, that the Engliſh, in general, had a deep 
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-and juſt ſenſe of the wrongs which they ſuſtained from the 


bigotry, avarice, and cruelty of the Spaniſh nation. —We may 
ſurely conclude that applications of ſuch a nature could not 
have been made to the ſupreme executive magiſtrate, without 
any pretence of injury received. To ſuppoſe that a body of the 
ſubjects of any civilized ſtate; or that even any individual of 
ſound mind, would intrude into the national'councile, and pre- 


ment of hoſtilities towards a powerful ſtate and an ally, 'with- | 
out any provocation, is to ſuppoſe a caſe which I believe never 


did occur in hiſtory, and which indeed it ſeems next to im- 
poſſible ſhould happen. Among other perſons who preſented _ 


memorials on this occaſion, we find the names of Colonel N 
Modyford and Thomas Gage. The former was one of the 
earlieſt and moſt enterpriſing planters of Barbadoes; and Gage 


way reſided twelve years in New Spain in prieſt's orders. He 


was brother of Sir Henry Gage, one of the Generals under 
be thought might have animated every Britiſh heart to inſiſt on exemplary ven- 


| geance, The cafe was this: —A Spaniſh commander, after rummaging this man's 


veſſel for what he called contraband goods, without finding any, put Jenkins to 


the torture, and afterwards, without the ſmalleſt provocation, cut off one of his ears, 
telling him to carry it to the king of England his maſter. Jenkins had preſerved 


the ear in a bottle, which he diſplayed to the Houſe of Commons. Being aſked 


by one of the members, what he thought or expected while in the hands of ſuch 
a barbarian? „ recommended (he replied) my foul to God, and my cauſe to my 


country.” The court members, who were averſe to a war with Spain, hung 
von thei heads, and ſome of them ſneaked out of the houſe. 


See Torbuck's * Debates, vol. ix. p. 414. 
Charles 
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Charles I. {e) and appears to have been « man of cauet CHAP. 


and extenſive obſervation. 


| In his ma which is preſerved among the ſtate | papers 
of Thurloe, he enters fully into a juſtification of the meaſures 
| which he recommends. © None in conſcience (he obſerves) 


them from our plantations; as from St. Chriſtopher's, St. Mar- 
tin's, from Providence and from Tortugas, where the Engliſh 


were inhumanly and moſt barbarouſly treated by the Spa- 


n. who to eee, pong 2s beſt advantage to caſt 


| erer Aa n een i- 
ful to caſt that enemy or troubleſome neighbour out of his 
dominions, that would, and hath attempted to caſt us out 
of ours. — He then proceeds to demonſtrate that it is not a 


may better attempt ſuch an expulſion of the Spaniards from 
thoſe parts, than the Engliſh, who have been often expelled by 


H. 


work of difficulty to diſlodge the Spaniards from ſome of their 


moſt valuable poſſeſſions, and recommends the firſt attack to be 


made on Hiſpaniola or Cuba; the former, he obſerves, © was 


che Spaniards' firſt plantation, and therefore it would be to them 
a bad omen to begin to loſe that, which they firſt enjoyed.” 


<« This iſland (he adds) is not one quarter of it inhabited, and fo 


the more eaſy to take.” —Gage, ſome years before, had publiſhed 


a book, which is now before me; entitled A new ſurvey of 


the Weſt Indias.” It contains much curious information re- 
ſpecting the ſtate of Spaniſh America, at the time that he re- 


% This Sir Henry Gage was killed at the battle of Culbam-Bridge, in 1644- 


| He was anceſtor of the late General Gage, by view | was frowned worn | 
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B oO Kk fided there. In the dedication to Fairfax, General of the par- 
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liament's forces, he combats, with great ſtrength of reaſoning, 


the pretenſions of the Spaniſh Crown to an excluſive right 


to the countries of the New World: © I know of no title,” 


he obſerves, that the Spaniard hath (the Pope's donation 
« excepted) but force, which by the ſame title may be re- 


« pelled.— And as to the fi diſcovery, to me it ſeems as little 


© reaſon, that the failing of a Spaniſh ſhip upon the coaſt of 


India, ſhould entitle the king of Spain to, that country, as 


* the failing of an Indian or Engliſh ſhip upon the coaſt of | 


« Spain, ſhould entitle either the Indians or Engliſh unto the 
« dominion thereof. No queſtion but the juſt right or title to 


< thoſe countries, appertains to the natives themſelves; who, if 


they ſhould willingly and freely invite the Engliſh to their pro- 


© tection, what title ſocver they have in u them, no doubt but 
they may legally transfer to others. But, to end all diſputes 


4 of this nature, ſince God hath given 5 earth; to the ſons of 
E men to inhabit, and that there are many vaſt; countries in 


making uſe of that, which God, from all n 
« ordain for the benolit of * rived. 


ne or ſunilar W a A wy of . de- 


predations on the ſubjects of England, made without doubt a 


deep impreſſion on the mind of Cromwell. It appears indeed 
that the court of Spain, conſcious of having merited the ſevereſt 
vengeance, foreſaw an impending ſtorm, and endeavoured to 


avert it. We are told by Thurloe, that Cardenas the am- 


baſſador, in a private audience, congratulated the protector on 
5 i wa 
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his elevation to the government, © aſſuring him of 8 true and C H A P. 
conſtant friendſhip of his maſter, either in the condition he U 

then ſtood, or that if he would go a ſtep further, and tak. 
upon him che crown, his maſter would venture the crown 
of Spain to defend him, in it. Theſe - general diſcourſes. 
came afterwards to particular propoſitions ; which Crom- 
well received with a coldneſs that᷑ alarmed the ambaſſador; 
who then deſired that former treaties of alliance between the 


two kingdoms might be renewed, as the firſt ſtep. towards a - ; 
nearer union. It does not appear that Cromwell had any ob- 


jection to this propoſition. That he ſought to involve the 

nation in an unprovoked and unneceſſary war with Spain, or, as 
Ludlow expreſſes it, that“ he meant to engage thoſe men in 
diſtant ſervices, who otherwiſe were ready to join in any party 
againſt him at home,” though it has been confidently aſſerted, 
has been aſſerted againſt clear and ſubſtantial evidence. He 


| demanded, it is true, ſatisfaction for paſt, and ſecurity againſt 


future injuries; and he appointed commiſſioners to treat with 
the Spaniſh ambaſſador thereupon; with whom ſeveral con- 
ferences were held, chiefly, ſays Thurloe, on the right interpre- 


tation of the treaty of 16 30.— The reſult of thoſe conferences, 


which I ſhall give in Thurloe's own words, affords ſo full and 

clear a juſtification of the protector 's ſubſequent proceedings, that > 
no excuſe can be offered for thoſe hiſtorians by whom this 

evidence has been wilfully ſuppreſſed. | 


Tu x chief difficulties chlo Thule) were the follow- 
ing, © 1ſt, touching the Weſt Indies, the debate whereof was 
« occaſioned upon the firſt article of the aforeſaid treaty of 1630, 
4 * whereby it is s agreed, that thereſhould be peace, amity,. and 
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« friendſhip between the two kings and their reſpective ſub= 
« jects in all parts of the world, as well in Europe as elſewhere. 
Upon this it was ſhewn, that in contravention of this article, 
« the Engliſh were treated by the Spaniards as enemies, where- 
« ever they were met in America, though failing to and from 
their own plantations, and infiſted that ſatisfaction was to be 
« given in this, and a good foundation of friendſhip laid in 
« thoſe parts for the future, between their reſpective ſubjects 
(the Englith there being very confiderable, and whoſe ſafety 
l and intereſt the government here ought to provide for) or 
« elſe there could be no ſolid and h. Peace between In two: 
« ſtates in Europe. 
„Tux ſecond difference was touching the inquiſition, &c.— 
* To theſe two, Don Alonſo was pleaſed to anſwer; that to 
_ * aſk a liberty from the inquiſition, and free ſailing in the Weſt | 
Indies, was 70 af bis maſter tu eyes; and that nothing could be 
&* done it yr Paints, on Lemma to the enn 1 l 
- <_— 

% THEN it came into debate, before Oliver and his council, 
„with which of theſe crowns (France or Spain) an alliance 
was to be choſen. Oliver himſelf was for a war with. Spain, 
* af leaft in the Weſt Indies, if ſatigfaction were not given for the 


* paſt damages, and things well * fer * et And be I 
* the council went the Jame way.” 


FROM the facts and recital which I have thus given, it is 
apparent that the Spaniards not only were the firſt aggreſſors, 
but had proceeded to thoſe hoſtilities: againſt the ſubjects 
of England, which are unjuſtifiable even in a ſtate of actual 
war; and, although: the outrages complained of, were ſuch: 
as the moſt 8 ſtate in the world would not have 
A tamely 
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well, in ſeeking redreſs, ed his regard to juſtice by 
his moderation and temper. He demanded, it is true, re- 


paration for paſt injuries, and ſecurity againſt future ; but he 


did not order repriſals to be made, until his demand was reject- 


Engliſh in America ſhould be perſiſted in. Now, as Blome 


when peace is not allowable.” 


ft. 


Taz courſe of my work would now bring me to an iluftra- 


tion of the protector's meaſures in conſequence of his appeal 


to force; the equipment of a powerful armament, its miſcarriage 
at Hiſpaniola, and ſucceſs at Jamaica; but of all theſe tranſac- 


the reader, therefore, to that valuable work, for ſatisfactory 


information in theſe particulars, I ſhall conclude this. chapter 


with an account of the ſtate of Jamaica, its inhabitants and 
productions, as it was found by the Engiſh forces on its cap 
ture in May 16553 obſerving only, and I mention. the circum- 
ſtance with a regret in which I am ſure the reader will partici- 


pate, that Gage, who planned the 9 embarked with and 


inn in it! 


Tur whole EE of white inhabitants on the iſland,. 
including women and children, did not exceed fifteen. hun- 
|  dred. Penn, in his examination before the protector's coun- 
cil, on the 12th of September 165 5, ſtates them at twelve or 
fourteen hundred only, of which he fays about five hundred. 


men. 


ed, and until he was plainly told, that the ſame hoſtile line of 
conduct which the Spaniards had hitherto purſued towards the 


well obſerves, on this occaſion, ** war muſt — be Sil. 


tions a very accurate and cireumſtantial narrative has already 
been given in the hiſtory of Jamaica by Mr. Long; to whoſe 
account I cannot hope to add perſpicuity or force. Referring 


159 3 
tamely ſubmitted to, from the moſt powerful ; yot did Crom- C 5 AP. 
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B o O E men were in arms when the Engliſh landed. 


,. 


HISTORY: of THE 


It is a 
however that: Blome, who compiled a ſhort account of Jamaica 


ſo early as 1672, avers that the town of St. Jago de la Vega ob 
conſiſted of two thouſand houſes, two churches, two chapels © 
and an abbey. There muſt therefore have happened at ſome 
period a wonderful diminution in the number of the white in- 


habitants, and the expulſion of the Portugueze ſettlers, as related 
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by this author, appears the more probable. Blome perhaps has 


given an exaggerated account of the number of the houſes; 


but ſufficient evidence remained, till within theſe few years, 
of the buildings conſecrated to divine n ane 
of che two churches and the abbey. 


Or the other principal ſettlements, the dit appears. to 


| have been at Puerto de Caguaya, ſince named by the Engliſh 


Port Royal; but though it was next in conſequence to St. 


Jago, it was probably nothing more than an inconſiderable 
| hamlet, eſtabliſhed for the purpoſe of ſome ſmall traffic with 
the ſhips bound from Hiſpaniola to the continent. Its ſub- 


ſequent riſe and extenſive proſperity, its deplorable wickedneſs 


and fatal cataſtro are circum ſtances too well known to 
be repeated (. 


Y The following Gag iferipdicg appears on a baba, at Green. Bay, 
* . the Apoſtles Battery. 


eg. SUR TOUT. | | 

« Here lics the body of Lewis Galdy, Eſq. who departed this life, at Port 
Royal, the 22d December 1736, aged eighty. He was born at Montpellier, in 
France, but. left that country for his religion, and came to ſettle, in this iſland, 


where he was ſwallowed up in the great earthquake, in the year 1692, and by 


the providence of God, was by another ſhock thrown into the ſea, and miracu- 


loufly ſaved by ſwimming, until a boat took him up. He lived many years after, 
in great reputation, beloved « by} all who knew Ts and much lamented at his 


death.“ 


To 
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bers; and the firſt employment of the Engliſh troops was 
hunting and ilaughtering the cattle; for the ſake of the hides 
and tallow, which ſoon became an article of export. It was 
ſuppoſed by Sedgewicke, that the ſoldiers had killed 20,000 
in the courſe of the firſt four months after their arrival; and 
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* 


de Eſquivella) ſo called, I preſume, in honour of the governor 
of that name. This port ſeems indeed to have been almoſt 
deſerted at the time of the conqueſt in 1655, the Spaniards 
giving the preference to Caguaya ; but it was till reſorted 
to by the galleons, as a place of ſhelter during the hurricane 


months, and, from its ancient — the * named 


it Old Harbour. 
FR ROM Old Harbour to Punto Negrillo, the weſtern point 


of the iſland, the ſea-coaſt was chiefly in ſavanna, abounding 
in horned cattle; but there does not appear to have been any 


ſettlement in all that great extent of country, except a ſmall 
hamlet called Oriftan, of which however the accounts are - 


obſcure and contradictory. 


RRTUnNIxo eaſtward, to a north 4 Port S was 


the Hato de Liguany; preſenting to the harbour an extenſive 
plain or ſavanna, covered with cedar and other excellent 
timber. This part of the country was alſo abundantly ſtored 


with horned cattle and horſes, which ran wild in great num- 


as to horſes, © they were in ſuch plenty (ſays Goodſon) that 
« we accounted them tbe ver min oi the country 7 Fa P e 
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To the weſtward of Caguaya was the port of Eſquivel (Puerta < 


EASTWARD 
(8) « Colonel "ny 8 were all galleried — called Cavaliers) was 
formerly, 


4 „ >. 8 
_ 85 NH 
* 25 e 8 1 4 3 ie 7 8 YA * og "(65-44 Fs 
' WE ' 8 8 2 2, 3 


- N 2 


3 1 
14 o = Y * 2 ” 
E....0 I <P * 
ha l * " * # 22 * 
- » £ 0 


= 7 - 
= 4 
. 

. 4 e 

a o 

* 1 7 = . 

- . .. = , 
. 
= 9 * 5 hy l - 
» - - aA . 
as — 2-. £4 a 4 - 25.0 Se £4 * 


-- +. MC. 1 


* 
. * % - 
. & — 
£2 IE 


1e 


BOOK 


\ 


" | £54 
80 * K. 


8 


II. 


- 
U ; S | 
* 


n nn n * 


formerly, when the Spaniards poſſeſſed the Ilan, 


yo 3% we * _ — L 1 < 
* NON 2 . 925 ” £ 
> * ] 
Lf . 1 * Bs * AY 


"R * . ** Bb 8 8 N FRY: is 


* SE 


HISTORY OF THE 


EasTwWARD of Liguany was the Hato, by ſome called 
Ayala, by others Yalos, and now wrote Yallabs ; a place, faith 


| Venables © which hath much commodity of planting or ere&- 
ing of ſugar engines of water, by reaſon of two convenient 
rivers running through it fit for that purpoſe.” Next to 
Ayala was the Hato called Morante. This Morante (faith 
| Venables) “ is a large and plentiful Hato, being four leagues 


in length, conſiſting of many ſmall favannas, and has wild 


cattle and hogs in very great plenty, and ends at the Mine, 


which is at the Cape or Point of Morante itſelf, by which 


atone arent 


l 


sven is the account of Jamaica as tranſinitted i in general 
Venables's letter to ſecretary Thurloe, dated r3th June 1655. 


The reader will perceive that no mention is made of the 
north fide of the iſland; which gives room to conclude, as was 
undoubtedly the fact, that it was one entire deſert, from caſt 


to weſt, totally uncultivated and uninhabited. 


a> the inland parts, inne Sloane, that Guanaboa 5 
was famous for ifs cacao - trees, and the low lands of Clarendon f 
for | as of tobacco. 


Uron the whats, a. the 3 had poſlefſed t the 


as" ade place in Liguany 
inhabited; a rich widow had here a ſugar-work, and abundance of cattle in the 


favannas, near 40,000.” (Sloane, vol. i. Introd. p. 73.)—The mountains of 


2 ſuppoſed 10 6— min bulk of grid cad copper: 
| plantable 
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Aland a century and a half, not one hundredth part of the | 
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plantable land was in cultivation when the Engliſh made C H A P. bi 


themſelves maſters of it. Yet the Spaniſh ſettlers had no III. 
ſooner exterminated, in the manner we have ſeen, the original — 
proprietors, than they had recourſe, with their neighbours of 
Fiſpaniola, to the introduction of flaves from Africa. We 


are told that the number of negroes in the iſland, at the time 
of its capture, nearly equalled that of the Whites. It is not 
eaſy to diſcover to what uſeful purpoſe the labour of theſe 
Blacks was applied. The ſloth and penury of the Spaniſh 
planters, when the Engliſh landed, were extreme. Of the many 
valuable commodities which Jamaica has fince produced in ſo 
great abundance, ſome were altogether unknown, and of the 
reſt the inhabitants cultivated no more than were ſufficient 
for their own. expenditure. Their principal export, beſides | 
: cacao, conſiſted of hogs-lard and hides. The fale of theſe 
articles, and ſupplying the few ſhips that touched at their ports 
with proviſions, in barter for European manufactures, conſti- 
tuted the whole of their commerce; a commerce which the XS ho 
_ ſavages of Madagaſcar conduct with equal ability and ſucceſs. 3 
They poſſeſſed nothing of the elegancies of life, nor were they — ol 
acquainted even with many of thoſe gratifications which, in > 
civilized ſtates, are confidered as neceſſary to the comfort and 
conveniency of it. They were neither poliſhed by ſocial in- 
| ured nor improved by education; but paſſed their days 
in gloomy languor, enfeebled by ſloth and depreſſed by pover- 
ty. Having at the ſame time but little or no connection with = 
Europe, nor the means of ſending their children thither for 
education (a circumſtance that might have introduced among 
them, from time to time, ſome portion of civility and ſcience) 
Vor. I. X they 
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B * K c they hid hath for many years in a ſtate of progreſſive degerie 
racy, and would probably, in a ſhort time, have expiated the 
— guilt of their anceſtors, by falling victims themſelves to the 
vengeance of their flaves. Time indeed had wrought a won- 
derful change in the manners and diſpoſitions of all the Spaniſh 
Americans. It muſt. however be acknowledged, that if they 


poſſeſſed not the abilities of their forefathers, they were unſtain- 


diſtinguiſhed the great Anden, who firſt _—_— and 


guilty ambition; their remorſeleſs fanaticiſm, 


up their ſlaves and effects, and quit the country altogether. 


our troops to expel them from the iſland, may furnich this 


important jeſſon to conquerors—that even victory has its 
limits, and that injuſtice and . 3 — their 
own puspoſes. 


8 CHAP. 
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added a new hemiſphere to the £ z we muſt 
own at the fame tune that eee wc Gen Gram thitin 


and frantic 
eruelty. But, whatever was their character, it is impotfible 
to juſtify the hard terms impaſed by the Engliſh commanders 
on the poor ſettlers in Jamaica, in requiring them ta deliver 


They pleaded that they were born in the iſland, and had 
neither relations, friends, nor country elſewhere, and they 
declared that they were reſolved to periſh. in the woods, rather 
than beg their bread in a foreign ſoil. This was their final 
anſwer to the propofitions of Venables,” the Engliſh General, 
nor could they be brought again to enter into = Ng 
The reſiſtance they afterwards made againft the s of 


ed with their crimes. If we find among them no traces of R 
that enterpriſing genius; that unconquerable perſeverance, 
that · contempt of toil, danger, and death, which fo wonderfully 
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WEST INDIES. 


' Proceeding gs of the Engliſh in e * its ee Col. 


b D declared pręſident.— Diſcontents and mortality among 
1 — army.—Vigorous exertions of the Proteffor.—Col. Brayne 


ed commander in chief — His death. D' Oyley reaſſumes 
— Defeats the Spaniſh forces, which had invaded 
the land from Cuba. Hit wiſe and ſteudy adminiftration.— 


$4 e Windſor"s appointment —Rojel my 
tin. American treaty in 1670.—Cha 


part of the crown.—New conſtztution deviſed for Famaica.— 


| Ret d eee ci ee , e of 


. enforcing the new fiftem.—Succgſſul oppoſition of the afſem- 
| bly. —Subſequent diſputes reſpecting the go "gud of _ 
| laws.—Termimated by the revenue att of 1728. 


of Charles II. the Engliſh in Jamaica remained under 


IJ — 2 juriſdiction. Cromwell had nominated Winſlow, 


Serle and Butler to act as commiſſioners, with Penn and Vena- 


bles, intending, I -preſume, to conſtitute by this arrangement 


a counci} of ſtate, whoſe authority might mitigate the rigour 


of the law-martial ; but the two generals, with commiſſioner 
Butler, returning to England without leave; the ſole command 


of the —_ devolved on Major General F orteſcue, and of the 
X 2 


fleet 
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iſland on very liberal principles. Soon after he received the 


HISTORY OF THE 
fleet on Admiral Goodſon. Nevertheleſs it was the intention 


of Cromwell to have eſtabliſhed a civil government in the 


account of its capture, he iſſued a proclamation declaratory 
of that purpoſe, and on the return to England of com- 
- miffioner Butler, he ſent over Major N ak to ſupply 


his place. Sedgewicke arrived in Jamaica in „but Win- 


flow and Serle having in the mean time fallen 4850 ohhe cli- 


mate, he was unwilling to act under the protector's commiſſion 


the general affairs of the iſland; of which Forteſcue was declared 
preſident, and he dying ſoon afterwards, Colonel Edward 
D'Oyley, the next in command, was choſen to preſide in his 


without further aſſiſtance. An inſtrument of government was 
thereupon framed, and ſubſcribed, on the eighth of October 


1655, by Sedgewicke and the principal officers, who thereby 
conſtituted themſelves a ſupreme executive council for managing 


room. But the ſituation of the troops required martial array, 


and ſtrict diſcipline ; for the diſpoſſeſſed Spaniards and fugitive: 
negroes continued to harraſs the ſoldiers with perpetual alarms. 


Men were daily killed by enemies in ambuſh. The Spaniſh. 


blacks had ſeparated themſelves from their late maſters, 
and murdered, without mer 3 
about the ne, fell into their hands. They were even ſo 
audacious as. to venture by night to attack the Engliſh troops 
in their quarters, and to ſet fire to ſome of the houſes in. 


, ſuch of the Engliſh as rambling 


which they were lodged; in the town 6 St. 1 de la Vega, 


the 2 


Bur the protector was determined to maintain his conqueſt; 
ö and 
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WEST INDIES. 


and” ſeemed anxiouſly bent on peopling the iſland; While 
recruits were raiſing in England, he directed the governors of 
Barbadoes, and the other Britiſh colonies to windward (which: 


at that time were exceedingly - populous) to encourage ſome 
of their planters to remove to Jamaica, on the aſſurance of 


their having lands aſſigned them there. He diſpatched an 


agent to New England or on a  fimilar errand, as well as to engage 


the people of the 


s' to furniſh! proviſions to 


Henry Cromwell, who was Major General of the forces in 
freland, to engage yy or three thouſand young perſons of both 
ſexes from thence, to become : ſettlers in Jamaica ; and he ad- 
viſed with the lord Broghil, who commanded at Edinburgh, on 


the beſt means of inducing as ue” a number to er for 


the fine A. er N wang erh 1 
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_ feditions. Other cauſes indeed concurred to awaken among 
them duch a ſpirit of diſcontent as approaehed nearly to 


mutiny. Having at firſt found in the country, cattle and ſwine 
in great abundance, they had deſtroyed them with ſuch impro- 


vidence and wantonnefs of profuſion, as to occaſion a ſcarcity 
of freſh proviſions in a place which had been repreſented as 


 abounding in the higheſt degree. The chief - commanders 
apprehending this event, and "Wy that the bread and flour 
wich. 


AI Bs SY PTAs. > c 
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the ig init: He gave inſtructions to his ſon 


in hs iland, 
aifliking their ſituation, and conceivin g from the preparations 
of the government at home, chat the protector had thoughts 
of confining them to Jamaica for- life, became diſſatisfied and 


III. 
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. | officers concurred with the private men, abſolutely refuſing _ 
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which arrived from England were oftentimes ſpoilt by- the 
length of the voyage and the heat of the climate, had urged 
the ſoldiers, with great earneſtneſs, to cultivate the ſoil, and 
raiſe, by their own induſtry, Indian corn, pulſe and caffavi, 
ſufficient for their maintenance. They endeavoured to make 
them ſenſible that ſupplies from England muſt neceſſarily be 
caſual and uncertain; and, perſuaſion failing, they would have 
compelled them by force to plant the ground; but the ſubaltern 


co contribute in the ſmalleſt degree to their own un 
by the means re. d. They were poſſeſſed of a 
paſſionate longing to return to En gland, and fondly imagined 
that the continual great expence of maintaining ſo large a 
body of troops at fo great a diſtance, would induce the pro- 
tector to relinquiſh his conqueſt. They even rooted up the 
proviſions which had been planted and left by the Spaniards. 
Our ſoldiers (writes Sedgewicke) have deſtroyed all ſorts 
of proviſions and cattle. Nothing but ruin attends them 
vhereſoever they go. Dig or plant, they neither will nor can, 
but are determined rather to ſtarve than work.” A ſcarcity, 
approaching to a famine, was at length the conſequence. of 
ſuch miſconduct, and it was accompanied with its uſual attend- 
ants, diſeaſe and contagion. Perhaps there are but few deſcrip- 
tions in hiſtory wherein a greater variety of horrors are accumu- 
lated than in the letters addreſſed on this occaſion by Sedgewicke 
and the other principal officers, to the government at home, 
which are preſerved among Thurloe's ſtate papers. Such was the 
want of food, that ſnakes, lizards and other vermin, were 
eagerly caten, together with unripe fruits and noxious vegeta- 
bes, 
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blies. This unwholeſorne diet concurred with other circuin- © H A b. 
«ſtances to produce an, epidemic dyſentery, which raged like III. 
the plague: © For a conſiderable time 140 men died weekly, 


and noo e himſelf at Aa ora in the _— 


* A 
3173S 


Tur debtscht, as ſoon as be kad { ttt information 


of the diſtracted and calamitous ſtate of the colony, exerted 

himſelf, with his uſual vigour, to afford it relief. 1 
and neceſſaries of all kinds were ſhipped without delay; and 
Cromwell, diſtruſtful it is faid of D' Oyley's attachment, 
ſuperſeded him, by granting a commiſſion of commander in 


chief of Jamaica, to Col. Brayne, governor of Lochabar in 


Patrick, the beginning of October 1656, and arrived at Jamaica 


England; and Stokes, 


Scotland. This gentleman, with a fleet of tranſports, and 


4 rein forrement of one thouſand recruits, failed from Port 


in December following. Col. Humphreys with his regiment, 
conſiſting of 8 30 men, had landed, ſotme time before, from 
governor of Nevis, with 1 500 perſons 


collected in the Windward iflands, had reached Jamaica, and 


begun an eſtabliſhment near te the Port of Morant, where 


ſome of Stokes's deſcendants, of the ſame name, poſſeſs at 


this day « conſiderable property. Another regiment, commanded 


by Col. Moore, arrived in the beginning of 165 from Ireland, 


and ſome induſtrious 2 followed ſoon afterwards from : 
New N and nd. 


BuAVNE“s firſt accounts are very 1— He com- 


Plains thar he found all things in the utmoſt confuſion ; that 
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160 HISTORY OF THE 

BOOK vighews animoſities ſubbiſted among che troops ; ; and, above all, 

2 — that there was a great want of men cordial to the buſineſs; 

_ ſuch ; is his expreſſion. He deſires a remittance of L. Sooo, to ; 
| enable him to, ere fortifications, and a further ſupply of 
proviſions for fix months ; ; ſtrenuouſſy recommending, at the 


fame time, a general liberty of trade between the iſland and 
all nations in amity with England; an indulgence which he 


thinks would if peedily encourage We F to e * 
and i W the country. 4 
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| mY Bur 3 though- 2 man * 5 * Semen 
: | wanted firmneſs .and- fortitude. The troops ſtil continued 
1 5 unhealthy, and, ficknefs ſpreading rapidly amongſt the- new 
comers, Brayne, alarmed for his own fafety, became ag little 
bp 1 cordial to the buſineſs of ſettling as the reſt. He prayed moſt 

EN fe. carneſtly for permiſſion; to return to England. In the mean 

=_— | while, by way (as he writes) of precaution. againſt ; a fave, FL 

| | he. weakened, himſelf to à great great degree by copious blood 
| letting ; 3A. practice which N proved fatal to him; ; for 
he died at the end of ten months after Bis arriyal. A few 

: days before bis death, finding himſelf i in imminent danger, 

- he ſent to D' Oyley, and formally transferred his authority 
to that officer. D Oyley happily poſſeſſed all thoſe. qualifica- 
tions in which Brayne was deficient ; yet he entered on his 
charge with reluctance; for, having already been roughly ſuper- 

ſeded by the protector. he expected perhaps ſuch another diſ- 
miſſion. In the letters which he addreſſed to Cromwell and 
Fleetwood, on the event of Brayne's deceaſe, he expreſſes him- 


E with e and dignity. « Your Ivghneſs,! he obſerves 


to 
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25 Cribs; « is not to be told bo difficult i is to in CHAP. 


an army without pay, and I tremble to think of the diſcontents 


Lam to ſtruggle withal, until the return of your commands; 


though I bleſs God I have the affection of the people here, 


beyond any that ever yet commanded them; and a ſpirit of 


hs th own. not to fink-under the weight of unreaſonable diſcon- 


to ads of this command, if I. could have quitted with 


| honour and faithfulneſs to my country; but I am now reſolved 


to go through, until I receive further orders from his highneſs, 
or a diſcharge from him, which I humbly defire your lordſhip 


to effect for me. Honours and riches are not the things I 


aim at. I bleſs God I have a ſoul much above them. Pray, 


my lord, decline your greatneſs, and command your ſecretary 


to give me an anſwer ; for if I were diſrobed of all my titles, 
of - honour and great command, r 
n and a e friend to wy . 5 


ture whereof by the Spaniards, towards the end of the year 1657, 
became to them an object of great national concern. Its defence- 
leſs ſtate, the diſſatisfaction of the Engliſh troops, and the 


exertions making by Cromwell to afford them relief, as well as 
Vor. I. | * to 


TO Fleetwood he writes, I would have refuſed 


Ir . his country chat his refignation was = 
accepted, and that the protector, ſenſible at length of the 
ability and merit of this brave man, confirmed him in his 
command. To the exertions of D'Oyley, ſeconded and ſup- 
ported by the affection which his ſoldiers, under all their 

_ difficulties and diſtreſſes, manifeſted on every occaſion towards 
him, we owe at this day the poſſeſſion of Jamaica; the recap- 
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BOOK to augment their numbers, led the gavernor of Cube to: 
IL believe, that the juncture was then arrived for retrieving the 
== honour of his country, by the reſtoration of this iſland to its do- 
minion. Having communicated to the viceroy of Mexico, a 
ſcheme built on this idea, and received the ſanction and ſup- 
port of that officer, he made preparations for a. formida- 
ble invaſion, and appointed Don Chriſtopher Safi Arnoldo,, 
who had been governor of Jamaica at the time of its capture. 


WW 


On the eighth of May 1658, thirty nn of Spaniſh 
infantry landed at Rio Nuevo, a ſmall harbour on the north 


fide of the iſland. They were provided with eight months pro- 
viſions, ordnance and ammunition of all kinds, and they brought 
engineers and artificers for erecting extenſive fortifications... 
Twelve days had elapſed before D'Oyley knew of their landing, 
and fix weeks more intervened by the time that he was able 
to approach them by ſea. During this interval, the Spaniards. 
had eſtabliſhed themſelves in great force; but D'Oyley at length 
reaching Rio Nuevo, with ſeven hundred and fifty of his beſt- 
diſciplined ſoldiers, attacked them in their entrenchments ;: 
carried by aſſault a ſtrong fortreſs which they had. erected on. 
an eminence over the harbour; and compelled the late unfortu- 
nate governor to get back as he could. to Cuba, after the loſs. 
of all his ſtores, ordnance, ammunition and colours, and of one 
half the forces which he had brought with him. Few victories 
have been more deciſive ; nor does hiſtory furniſh many in- 
ſtances of greater military {kill and intrepidity, than thoſe which 
were e diſplayed by the Engliſh on this occaſion. 
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AFTER fo fignal a defeat, the Spaniards ane ect CHAP. 


conſequence to reclaim Jamaica. A party of the ancient Spaniſh 
inhabitants, however, ſtill lurked in the woods, and Safi, their 
EF 


of their fugitive negroes having ſurrendered to D' Oyley on 


_ 
* 


it 


which, 
of oy 


By the wiſe, 8 Ir © 

Nee 
ſing aſpect. The army was now become tolerably healthy. 
Some ſucceſsful efforts in raiſing Indian corn, caſſavi, tobacco, 


is not poliible to refle on, - without emotions 


and cacao, had given encouragement to a ſpirit of planting. 


The arrival of ſeveral merchant ſhips, for the purpoſe of traffic, 
contributed Mill further to the promotion of induſtry, and, 
on the whole, the dawn of future proſperity began to be viſible. 


the promiſe of freedom, theſe wretches informed him where 
. their late maſters were ſheltered ; and joined ſome troops that 
were fent in purſuit of them: thus the poor Spaniards were 
entirely routed, and the few that ſurvived, by eſcaping to Cuba, 
took their laſt farewel of a country, their fond attachment to 


Bur, as hath been truly obſerved by a well-informed 


author a), nothing contributed ſo much to the ſettlement and 


thoſe men called Bucaniers; the wealth which they acquired 
having been peedily transferred to people whoſe e 


(s) European Settlements, | | 
Y 2 . was 


opulence of this illand in early times, as the reſort to it of 
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was employed in cultivation or commerce. Of that ſingular 
aſſociation of adventurers it were to be wiſhed that a more AC- 


— 


curate. account could be obtained than has. hitherto been given: 
I will juſt obſerve in this place, that ſuch of them as belonged - 
to Jamaica were not thoſe piratical plunderers. and public 
robbers which they are commonly repreſented. A Spaniſh 
war, commenced on the juſteſt . grounds on the part of the 
Engliſh, ſtill prevailing in the Weſt Indies, they were furniſhed | 
with regular letters of marque and repriſal. After the reſtora- 
tion of Charles II. the king ordered that they ſhould receive 
every encouragement and protection; nor, if we. may believe 
Sir William Beeſton, (6% did his majeſty diſdain to become 
a partner in the bucaniering buſineſs. It is indeed related. 
that he continued to exact and receive a ſhare of the booty, 
even after he had publicly iſſued orders for the mmm} 
15 _ * of hoſtility 7 * | 


Props of Al profeſions, and. fm all pars « the Britiſh 


ka 
6 Ms. en Mee £ 
(c) The favour extended by the King to Henry Mocans. the moſt celebrated 
of the Engliſh Bucaniers (a man indeed of an elevated mind and invincible 
courage) aroſe doubtleſs, in a great meaſure, from the goad underflanding that: 
prevailed between them in the copartnerſhip that I have mentioned. When the- 
Earl of Carliſle returned from Jamaica, Morgan. was appointed deputy governor 
and lieutenant general in his abſence ; and, proceeding himſelf, at a ſubſequent 
period, to England, he was received very graciouſly, and had the honour of. 
knighthood conferred on him by his ſovereign. I hope therefore, and indeed 
have good reaſon: to believe, that all or moſt. of the heavy accuſations which 
have been brought againſt this gallant commander, of outrageous cruelty to- 
wards bis Spaniſh. captives, had no foundation in.truth, 
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empire, now reſorted to Jamaica. The confuſtons which c H A P. 
overſpread England after the death of Cromwell, impelled III. 
many to ſeek for ſafety and quiet in the Plantations. Some fg 


thoſe men who had diſtinguiſhed themſelves by their activity 
in bringing their unhappy monarch to the ſcaffold, conſidered 
this iſland as a ſure place of refuge. Foreſeeing, from the 
temper which began to prevail amongſt all ranks of people 

in England, eſpecially towards the beginning of the year 1660; 
that the nation was united in its wiſhes for the re-eſtabliſhment 
of the ancient frame of government, they hoped. to find that 
fafety in a colony chinpoſed of Cromwell's adherents, which. 
e were . rage would. "A" Ms 1 them at 


_ 


"Hip aliko1 men of this N were lenth paints; to fix 5 
5 . in the iſland, the 3 1 * of the . and. 


(a) * of n had fat 1s judges 18 the trial g of, Charles L are 
id to have become peaceable ſettlers here, and to have remained after the Reſto- 
ration unnoticed _and unmoleſted. Waite and Blagrove are reckoned of the 
number, and General Harriſon was earneſtly preſſed to follow their example; 
but, ſuitably to his character, he gloried in the ignominious death that awaited 
him.. After his execution, his children fixed their fortunes in this iſland, where 
ſome of his deſcendants, in the female line, are ſtill living, in good credit, in the 
pariſh of St. Andrew. It is reported alſo that the remains of Preſident Bradſhaw 
were interred in Jamaica; and I obſerve in a ſplendid book, entitled Memoirs of 
Thomas Hollis, an epitaph which is ſaid to have been inſeribed on a cannon 
that was placed on the. Preſidentꝰs grave; but it is, to wy, own, knowledge, a 
modern compoſition. Preſident Bradſhaw died in London, i in November 1659, 
and had a magnificent funeral in Weſtminſter abbey. A fon of $cdtt, the Regicide, . 
fixed himſelf in this iſland, and ſettled the plantation called V $ in St. Elizabeth. 
From a daughter of this man was d the late alderman Beckford, .. 
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| people canght the reviving flame of loyalty, and fincerely 


ſame time, to releaſe the army from military ſubordinatio 
erect courts of judicature, and, with the advice of a — . 


to be elected by. the inhabitants, to 128 laws ſuitable to * 
c 3 of the 3 


meeaſures were neceffary on the part of the ſovereign ; and they 
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participated in the national triumph on the king's return, 
The reftored monarch, on his part, not only overlooked their 
paſt tranſgreſſions, but prudently forbore alſo to awaken their 
jealouſy, by enquiring after any of thoſe obnoxious characters 
to whom they had afforded protection. To conciliate the 

affections of the coloniſts, whoſe valour had annexed ſo impor- 


tant an appendage to his dominions, the king even confirmed 


their favourite General in his command ; appointing D'Oyley, 
by a commiſſion which bore date the thirteenth of February 
1661, chief governor of the iſland. He was ordered, at way 


Tun Is. memorable ap —— of General D'Oyley, with a 


council elected by the people, may be confidered as the firſt 
eſtabliſhment of a regular civil government in Jamaica, after the 
Engliſh had become maſters of it; but, in order to create full 


confidence of ſecurity in the minds of the inhabitants, further 


were readily adopted. D'Oyley defiring to be recalled, the 


lord Windſor was nominated in his room, and directed to pub- 


liſh, on his arrival, a royal and gracious proclamation, wherein, 
for the purpoſe of encouraging the ſettlement of the country, 
allotments of land were offered under ſuch terms as were uſual in 


other plantations, with ſuch farther convenient and ſuitable 


privileges and immunities, as the N ſhould reaſonably 


I require, 
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require. The proclamation then proceeds in the wards follew- CHAP, 


ing: “ And we do further publiſh and declare, that all the 
« children of our natural-born ſubjects of England, to be born 
« in Jamaica, SHALL, FROM THEIR RESPECTIVE BIRTHS, 
% 3B REPUTED TO BE, AND 8HALL BE, FREE DENIZENS. OP 
* ENGLAND, AND SHALL HAVE THE. SAME PRIVILEGES, TO 
- © ALL INTENTS AND PURPOSES, AS OUR-FREE-BORN SUB- 


« JECTS or ENGLAND ; and that all free perſons ſhall have 


< liberty, without i interruption, to tranſport themſelves and their 

families, and any of their goods (except only coin and bullion) 
from any of our dominions and territories to the ſaid iſland 
«of JS. &c eher * kheſe ** have 
_ always 


W098 readus map be roms of freing this proclamation at large, it i 
here inſerted: verbatim. 


—— Scheine Pars Pateium ds Ars Regs Regis c a Teri 
Lain. Car. adi. tio. 
A PROCLAMA CON, fir the encouraging of Planters in bis Aae, 

and Jamaica in the Weſt-Indies. 


Wrxæ being fully ſatisfied that our iſland of Jamaica, being a 


III. 


— 


5. moſt fertile ſoyle, and fcituate comodiouſly for trade and commerce, is likely, : 


through God's bleſſing, to bee a greate benefitt and advantage to this, and other 
our kingdomes and dominions, have thought fitt, for encourageing of our ſubjects 
as well ſuch as are already upon the ſaid ifland, as all others that ſhall tranſport 


Stamp. 


a. 
-”- 


VI. Pence. | 


. themſelves thither, and refide and plant there, to declare and publiſh, and wee 
doe hereby declare and publiſh, that thirtie acres of improveable lands ſhall bee 
granted and allotted, to every ſuch perſon, male or female, being twelve years 
old, or upwards, who now reſides, or within two years next enſuing, ſhall reſide 
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upon the {aid iſland, and that the fame ſhall bee afſigned and fett out by the 
governor and councell, within fix weekes, next after notice ſhall bee given, in 
writing, ſubſcribed by ſuch. planter or planters,. or ſome of them i in fe of 
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nw kia juſtly conſidered, by the inhabitants of Jamaica, 
as a ſolemn recognition and confirmation by the crown, of 
thoſe rights which are inherent in, and unalienable from, the 
perſon of a ſubject of England, and of which, ſo long as he pre- 
ſerves hisallegiance,emigration for the benefit of the ſtate cannot, 


and 


_ the reſt to the covernce © or ſuch. officer as hee ſhall appoint in that behalfe, ſignify- 
ing their reſolutions to plant there, and when they intend 'to bee on the place: 

and in caſe they doe not goe thither, with in ſix months then next enſuing, the 
faid allotment ſhall be void, and free to bee aſſigned to any other planter, and 
that every, perſon and perſons to whom ſuch affignment ſhall bee made, ſhall 
| hold and enjoy the faid lands, foe to bee aſſigned, and all houſes, edifices, buildings 
and incloſures thereupon to bee built or made; to them and their heirs for ever, 
by and under ſuch tenures as is uſual in other plantations ſubje& to us. Never- 
theleſſe they are to bee obliged to ſerve in armes upon any inſurreQion,Imutiny, 
or forraine invaſion, and that the ſaid affignments and allotments ſhall be made 
and confirmed under the publique ſeale of the ſaid iſland, with power to create 
any ' mannor or mangors, and with ſuch convenient and ſuitable priveledges 
and imunities as the grantee ſhall reaſonably deſire and require, and a draught 
of ſuch affignment-ſhall bee prepared by our learned councell in the lawe, and 
delivered to the governor to that purpoſe, and that all fiſhings and piſcharies, 
and all copper, lead, tin, iron, coales and all other mines (except gold and filver) 

within ſuch reſpective allotments ſhall bee enjoyed by the grantees. thereof, 


| reſerving only a twentieth part of the product of the ſaid mines to our uſe. And 
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wee doe further publiſh and declare, that all children of any of our naturall borne 
ſubjects of England, to bee borne in Jamaica, ſhall from their reſpeQive births, 
bee reputed to bee, and ſhall bee, free Denizens of England; and ſhall have the 
ſame priveledges, to all intents and purpoſes, as our free borne ſubjects of England, 
and that all free perſons ſhall have libertie without interruption, to tranſport 
themſelves, and their families and any their goods (except onley coyne and bullion, 
from any our dominions and territories ta the ſaid iſland of Jamaica. And wee 
doe ſtrictly charge and command all planters, ſoldiers and others, upon the faid 
iſland, to yield obedience to the lawfull commands of our right truſty and 
welbeloved Thomas Lord Windſor, now our governor of our ſaid iſland, and to 
every 
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INDIES. 
and ſurely ought not, to diveſt him. Purſuant to, and in the CHAP. 


WEST 


ſpirit of the proclamation, the governor was inſtructed to call UL 
an aſſembly, to be indifferently choſen by the people at large, 
that they might paſs laws for their own internal regulation 

and government; a privilege, which being enjoyed by ſuch of 

their fellow ſubjects as remained within the realm, it is preſumed 

they had an undoubted right to exerciſe, with this limitation 

only, that the laws which they ſhould paſs, were not ſubverſive 


of their — the parent ſtate . 


To theſe ſeveril teſtimonies of royal juſtice and firour 
towards the new coloniſts, may be added the additional ſecurity 
obtained for them by the American treaty, concluded and ſigned 
at Madrid in the month of June 1670. For, after the reſto- 
a ration, doubts were raiſed 2 the Pran of royalty, whether, 


„ ** 
and ſuch penalties as may bee inflicted thereupon. Given at our courte at 


Whitehall, the fourteenth day of December. P. ipm'. Regem. 
' This is 4 true copy of the original record remaining in the Chapple of the Ralls, 
buaving been examined by ==. Henry Rooke, & of the Rolli. 
VERA. P14 og e 


77 His Majeſty was likewiſe pleaſe] to favour the illand with a broad ſeal 
with the following arms, viz. a croſs gules charged with five pinc-apples in a 
| field argent; ſupporters, two Indians plum'd and condaled ; creft, an alligator 
vivant. The inicrip:ion in the orb, 


Fece alium Runes porrexit in orbem 
Nec ſterilis eſt crux. 
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BOOK as the elevation of Cromwell was adjudged an uſurpation, the 
u. conqueſts which had been made under the ſanction of his 
— authority, could be rightfully maintained by a kingly govern- 
ment? Although nothing could well be more futile than theſe 
ſuggeſtions, it. was wende thought neceſſary to guard 
againſt the concluſions which Spain might deduce from them. 
This precaution partly gave riſe to the ſeventh article of the 
treaty above referred to, which is conceived in the words 
following, viz. © The king of Great Britain, his heirs and 
4 ſucceſſors, ſhall have, hold and poſſeſs, for ever, with full 
< right of ſovereign dominion, property and poſſeſſion, all lands, 
© countries, iſlands, colonies and dominions whateyer, ſituated. 
in the Weſt Indies, or any part of America, which the faid 
king of Great Britain and his ſubjects, do, at this preſent, 
hold and poſſeſs; fo that in regard thereof, or upon any 
I colour or pretence whatever, nothing may or ought ever 
< to be urged, nor any queſtion or o moved concern 
90 ing the ſame hereafter (8)- 1 
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Hirn IR To, it muſt be admitted that che — authority 
was properly exerted in defence of the juſt ri ights of the crown, 
and in ſecuring to its diſtant ſubj ets the enjoyment of their 
poſſeſſions ; but unhappily Charles II. was a monarch without 
ſteadineſs, and a man without integrity. His general conduct 
was founded in motives of ſelfiſhneſs and deception. About 


(g) From this recital may be ſeen the folly of a very prevalent notion, namely, 
That the ſovereigns of Spain, or ſome of their ſubjeQs, ſtill keep up pretenſions 
to Jamaica, or claim * therein, as not having been 2 ceded to the 
crown of England. I 


the 
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the period of the American treaty, a ſcheme having been C H AP, | 


formed by him or his miniſtry for ſubverting the liberties 
of the people at home, it is the leſs wonderful, that the 


privileges enjoyed by the coloniſts abroad, ſhould have been 


regarded by the king with a jealouſy, which. encreaſing with 
the encreaſe of their numbers, broke out at a Tetiget 1 into r 


of der W and violence towards them. 


In . of 1678, the Fr fell on \ Janes: A 


new ſyſtem of legiſlation was adopted for this iſland, founded 


nearly « on the model of the wn CENT — , 


ü at; Ind TI Arlt 2 11 WW 


ITS mat Oo 


the purpoſe of enforcing it. * a body of I was pier 


by the privy council of England, among the reſt a bill for 


ſettling a perpetual revenue on the crown, which his lordſhip 


was directed to offer to the aſſembly; requiring them to adopt 


the whole code, without amendment or alteration. In future 
the heads of all bills (money bills excepted) were to be ſuggeſt- 


ed in the firſt inſtance by the governor and council, and tranſ- 


mitted to his majeſty to be approved or rejected at home; on 


obtaining the royal confirmation, they were to be returned 
under the great ſeal in the ſhape of laws, and paſſed by the 


171 


III. 


* , 


— 
— IR 


general aſſembly; which was to be convened for no other 


purpoſe than that, and the buſineſs of voting the uſual ſupplies; 3 


unleſs 1 in conſequence of * orders * N e 


| Ip we refle@ only on the diſtance of Jamaica gom Great 
Britain, we may pronounce, without hefitation, that it wat 
* for the . to exiſt under ſuch a conſtitution 
— and 


— — 
——— — 


* 
= — n 


„% * 
to l - f 8 _ of | ks y 
\ \ \ »& =_ * 4 : : * — > 6 IT , -* Wa wy — — 
we ol; — — — . > | * * 8 = 
hy þ N ; a 

* * 4 . * 1 war 3 w 4 4 * — » 4s FR & — 

mY bs <4 * a = . * 

F 1 8 110 4 %s 

1 1 

5 . X a A N 8 * . > 
2 : 


* 9 hs 
„ ——— 5 "x: Rs git —_ 
4 ö 


- þ 2 — ns = 
C = — e „ E = rt ®.. — 
* 


8 3 24 


HISTORY OF THE 


and ſyſtem of government. What miſconduct on the part of 
the inhabitants, or what ſecret expectation on the part of the 

_ crown, originally gave birth to this project, it is now difficult 

to determine. The moſt probable opinion is this.— In the 


year 1663, the aſſembly of Barbadoes were prevailed on, by very 


unjuſtifiable means, as will hereafter be ſhewn, to grant an 
internal revenue to the crown, of 4+ per cent. on the groſs 


produce of that iſland for ever. It is not unlikely that- the 


and their poſterity with a ſimilar impoſition, exciting the re- 


ſentment of the king, firſt ſuggeſted the idea of depriving them E 
of thoſe conſtitutional franchiſes which alone could give ſecu- 


rity and value to their poſſeſſions. Happily for the preſent 


inhabitants, neither ſecret intrigue nor undiſguiſed violence 

Their gallant anceſtors tranſmitted to their 
poſterity their eſtates unincumbered with ſuch a tax, and their ap 

political rights unimpaired by the ſyſtem of government at- 


were ſucceſsful. 


tempted to be forced on them. The aſſembly (ſays Mr. Long, 
rejected the new conſtitution with indignation. - No threats 


could frighten, no bribes could corrupt, nor arts nor arguments 
perſuade them to conſent to laws that would enſlave their 
poſterity.” Let me add, as a tribute of juſt acknowledgment 
to the noble efforts of this gentleman's great anceſtor, Col. 


Long, that it was to him, Jamaica was principally indebted 


for its deliverance. As chief judge of the iſland, and member 
of the council, he exerted on this important occaſion, the 
powers with which he was inveſted, with ſuch ability and 
fortitude, in defence of the people, as to baffle and finally 


Over power every effort to callare them. The governor, after 


diſmiffing 
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ſteady refuſal of the Jamaica planters to burthen themſelves 
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diſmifling him from the poſts which he had filled with ſuch ena 
honour to himſelf, and advantage to the public, conveyed Ul. 
him a ſtate priſoner to England. Theſe deſpotie meaſures 

were ultimately productive of good. Col. Long, being heard 
before the king and privy council, pointed out with ſuch force 
of argument, the evil tendency of the meaſures which had been 
purſued, that the Engliſh miniſtry reluctantly ſubmitted. - The 
aſſembly had their deliberative powers reſtored to them, and 
Sir Thomas Lynch, who had preſided in the iſland as lieu- 
tenant governor from 1670 to 1674, very much to the ſatisfac- 
tion of the inhabitants, was appointed captain * and 
wer) rar the room of ny 2 3 61 


r 28 have't been 1 an all poſible cauſe os "vn ; 
conteſt with the crown, on the queſtion: of political rights, 
was now happily obviated ; but the event proved that this 
expectation was fallacious. Althougfr the aſſembly had re- 
covered the ineſtimable privilege of framing ſuch laws for their 
internal government as their exigencies might require, of 
which doubtleſs themſelves alone were competent to judge, 
and although it was not alledged that the laws which they 
had paſſed, as well before, as aſter the re-eſtaBliſhment of their 
rights, were repugnant to thoſe of the mother country, yet 
eee of a IE: of chem had been con- 


(b) T have ſubjoined, as an WES 0 this book; «an iltorical Account of 
« the Conſtitution of Jamaica,” by a late Chief Governor of diſtinguiſhed abi- 
lities, wherein the particulars of Lord Carliſle's adminiſtration are detailed at 
large. This hiſtorical account is now publiſhed for the firſt time, and cannot 
fail of proving extremely acceptable to the reader. 


ſtantly 
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BOOK antly refuſed, and ſtill continued to be withheld. It was 
II. 


e ks 
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indeed admitted, that the Engliſh who captured the iſland 


5 


carried with them as their birth- right, the law of England as 
it then ſtood; but much of the Engliſh law was inapplicable 


to the ſituation and condition of the new coloniſts; and it was 


contended that they had no right to any ſtatute of the Britiſh 
parliament, which had paſſed. ſubſequent to their emigration, 


unleſs its proviſions were ſpecially extended to the colony by 


name. The courts of judicature within the iſland; had how- 


Taz true cauſe 'of Fry :nflexibility a on Fe part of the crown, 
was no other than the old ſtory of revenue. For the purpoſe, 
as it was pretended, of defraying the expence of erecting and 
repairing fortifications, and for anſwering ſome other public 
_ contingencies, the miniſters of Charles II. had procured, as hath 
been obſerved, from the aſſembly of Barbadoes, and indeed from 


moſt of the other Britiſh Weſt Indian colonies, the grant of a 


perpetual internal revenue. The refuſal of Jamaica, to concur 
in a ſimilar — the puniſhment provided for her 


contumacy, 
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ever, from neceſſity, admitted many ſuch ſtatutes to be pleaded, 
and grounded ſeveral judgments and important determinations 
upon them ; and the aſſembly had paſſed bills adopting ſeveral 
of the Engliſh ſtatutes which did not otherwiſe bind the iſland ; 

but ſeveral of thoſe bills, when ſent home for the royal 
Confirmation, and thoſe judgments and determinations of the 
courts of law, when brought by appeal before the king and 
council, though not diſallowed, remained unconfirmed; and 
in this unſettled ſtate, the affairs of Jamaica were ſuffered to 
remain 1 the ſpace of fifty years. 
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econtumacy, and the means of her: deliverance, have been G H A. 

already ſtated; but it was found that the lenity of the . 

crown in relinquiſhing the ſyſtem of compulſſon, way © 

expected to produce the effect which oppreſſion hid es 
to accompliſh. The Engliſh government claimed a return 
from the people of Jamaica, for having dropt an opprefiive 

and pernicious project, as if it had aQually conferred upon. 
them a poſitive and permanent benefit; # claim which all  ' ' 
the Britiſh miniſters, from the e N 


reign of George II. n oa 


Tux aſſembly better remained evi. Abd 

other objections, they pleaded that the money granted by the 
Ifland of Barbadoes was notoriouſly appropriated to purpoſes 

widely different from thoſe for which it was exprefoly given; 

and they demanded- ſome pledge or ſecurity againſt a. ſimilar 
miſapplication; in caſe they ſhould ſubject their country: to a 
permanent and irrevocable tax. The miniſters refuſed to give 

any ſatisfaction in this particular; and finding the aſſembly were „„ 

equally reſolute to paſs their ſupply bills from year to year only, DES 

as uſual, adviſed the ſovereign, from a fpirit of vindictive 5; 55 
policy, to wave the confirmation of the laws, and to ſuffer 

| the: adminiſtration. of juſtice in the iſland, to remain on the „„ 
precarious footing that I have deſcribed. 


 Sucn was the actual ſituation of Jamaica until the year 1728, 

when a compromiſe was happily effected. In that year the 

aſſembly conſented to ſettle on the crown a ſtanding irrevocable 
revenue of G. 8, ooo per annum, on certain conditions, to which the 


crown agreed, and of which the following are the principal: 
Iſt. | 4 
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| ft. THAT the quit-rents ariſing within the iſland (then 
eſtimated at C. 1;460 per annum) ſhould conſtitute a part of 
uch revenue. adly. That the body of their laws ſhould receive 


the royal aſſent. And, gdly.; That © all ſuch laws and ſtatutes 
of England, as had been at any time eſteemed, introduced, 
uſed, accepted, or received, as laws in the iſland, ſhould be 
and continue laws of Jamaica for ever. 
with this important declaration therein, was accordingly 
paſſed, and its confirmation by the king, put an end to a con- 
teſt no leſs diſgraceful to the government at home, than in- 
enn within the iſland. 


The revenue act, 


2 


jt; HAVE thus i with « as com 3 as the ſub- 


jet would admit, to trace the political conſtitution of Jamaica 
from infancy to maturity; but although-its parentage and prin- 
eiples are Britiſh, its outward form has been modified and 
regulated by various unforeſeen events, and local circumſtances. 
In its preſent appearance, and actual exerciſe, however, it ſo 


nearly reſembles the ſyſtem of government in the other Britiſh 


Weſt Indian Iſlands, that one general deſcription (which I re- 
ſerve for a ſubſequent part of my work) will comprehend the 


whole. A minute detail of local occurrences and internal politics, 


would aot, I preſume; be intereſting to the general reader i). 


(i) In the year 1687 Chriſtopher Duke of Albermarle was appointed chief 
governor of Jamaica. This nobleman was the only ſurviving ſon and heir of 
general Monk, who had reftored Charles IL and I mention him principally as 
exhibiting a ftrikiag inſtance of the inſtability of human greatneſs. The father 
had been gratified with the higheſt rewards that a ſovereign could beſtow on a 
ſubjeR ; a dukedom, the garter, and a princely fortune; and the ſon, reduced to 
beggary by vice and extravagance, was driven to the neceſſity of imploring bread 
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from James I. The king, to be freed from his importunities, gave him the 'C f A P. 


government of Jamaica; where, dying childleſs, a ſhort time after his arrival, his 


however to collect a conſiderable ſum of money for his creditors; for entering 
into partnerſhip with Sir William Phipps, who had diſcovered the wreck of a 
Spaniſh Plate ſhip, which had been ſtranded in 1659, on a ſhoal to the north-eaſt 


of Hiſpaniola, they ſent-out floops from Jamaica, provided with ſkilful divers, to 


curious inſtances of the arbitrary principles of the times; among others, the 


following is not the leaſt remarkable. Having called an aſſembly, his grace diſ- 


folved them abruptly, becauſe -one of the members, in a debate, repeated the 
old adage, ſalus populi, fuprema 


| his grace came over Father Thomas Churchill, a Romiſh paſtor, ſent out by 
| James II. to convert the iſland to popery ; but his grace's death, and the revolu- 
tion in 1688, blaſted the good father's project. The Ducheſs accompanied her 


| huſband; a eircumſtance which the ſpeaker of the aſſembly in his firſt addreſs 
erxpatiated · upon ina high train of eloquence, © It is an honour (faid he) which 


the opulent kingdoms of Mexico and Peru could never arrive at, and even 


Ole: yt Wet GH OR eee, 


| could be but know that his own beloved ſoil was hallowed by ſuch footſteps ! Their 
Honours of the Council could not have gone farther. | 


In the month of June J 


ſwallowed up great part of Port Royal. A deſcription of it, dreadfully minute, 
may be found in the Philoſophical TranſaQions ; but it is not generally known 


that the town was chiefly built on a bank of ſand, adhering to a rock in the ſea, 
And that a very flight concuſſion, aided by the weight of the buildings, would pro- 


hidden treaſure, and are faid to have actually recovered twenty-ſrx | 
. The conduct of this noble gavernor on his arrival, affords many 


lex. His grace afterwards took the member 
into cuſtody, and cauſed him to be fined C. 600 for this offence. With 
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bably have accompliſhed its deſtruction. I am inclined therefore to ſuſpect that 


the deſcription of the ſhock is much exaggerated. The inhabitants were ſcarcely 


recovered from the terrors occaſioned by the earthquake, when they were alarm- 


ed with an account of an intended invaſion by an armament from Hiſpaniola, 


commanded by Monſ. Du Caſſe, the governor of that iſland, in perſon. | Accord- 
_ ingly, on the 17th of June 1694, a fleet of three men of war and twenty privateers 


{having on board 1,500 land forces) appeared off Cow Bay, where eight hundred 


N with orders to deſolate the country as far as Port 
Vor. I. Aa Morant. 
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moſt ſhocking manner, and murdered great numbers in cold blood, aſter making 
them behold the violation. of their wives by their own negroes. Such at leaſt 
is the account tranſmitted by Sir William Beeſton, the governor, to the ſecretary- 


about one thouſand negroes, Du Caſle failed to leeward, and anchored in Carlifle- 

Bay, in the pariſh of Vere. This place had no other fortification than an ill-con-- 

trived breaſt - work, manned by a detachment of two hundred men from the militia. 
of St. Elizabeths and Clarendon, which Du Caſſe attacked with all his force. 
The Engliſh made a gallant reſiſtance; but Colonel Cleyborn, Lieutenant Colo 
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Morant.. Theſe barbarians obeyed their inftruQions to the full extent. They nov 
only ſet fire to every ſettlement they came to,. but tortured their priſoners in the- 


of ſtate, Unfortunately, the militia of this part of the country had been drawn off 
to guard the capital;. whereby the French continued their ravages without 
reſiſtance, and having ſet fire to all the plantations within their reach, and ſeined 


nel Smart, Captain Vaſſal, and Lieutenant Dawkins being killed, and many others- 
dangerouſly wounded, they were compelled to retreat. Happily, at this moment, . 
arrived five companies of militia, which the governor had ſent to their aſſiſtanee - 
from Spaniſh-town. Theſe, though they had marched thirty miles without re- 


freſhment, immediately charged the enemy with ſuch vigour, as entirely to- 


change the fortune of the day. The French retreated to. their ſhips, and Du Ca. 


| ſoon. afterwards returned to Hiſpanioha. with his ill-gotten — 
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0 — derived from them. Soil. Lands in Culture. Landi 

unculiivared, and obſervations thereon —IWoods and Timber. 

. Rovers and Medicinal Springs —Ores.—Vegetable Claſſes,— Oe” 
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T AMAICA i is ſituated in the Atlantic ben about fine 
thouſand miles ſouth-weſt of Bngland. It has the iſland 
| of Hilpaniola, at the diſtance of thirty leagues, to the caſt: The 
Iſland of Cuba, about the fame diſtance, to the north: The 

Gulph of Honduras to the weſt; and Carthagena, on the great 
continent of South America, to the ſouth, nar one hundred | 


and forty-five leagues. af 


Tux center of Jamaica lies in about 18* 125 ahh latitude, | 
and in longitude about 76* 45 weſt from London. From 
theſe data the geographical reader will perceive that the 
Climate, although tempered and greatly mitigated by various 
cauſes, ſome of which will be preſently explained, is extremely 
Hot, with little variation from January to December; that the days 
and nights are nearly of equal duration; there being little more 
than two hours difference between the longeſt day and the 
ſhorteſt ; that there is very little twilight; and finally, that when 
it is twelve o'clock at noon in London, it is about ſeyen i in the 
morning in Jamaica, 


Sas Tux 
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OO Tue general appearance of the compte differs greatly ſhoes 
I. moſt parts of Europe; yet the north and ſouth ſides of the 
\__--— iſland, which are ſeparated by a vaſt chain of mountains extend- 
ing from eaſt to weſt, differ at the ſame time widely from 
eich other. When Columbus firſt diſcovered Jamaica, he ap- 
proached it on the northern fide ; and beholding that - part. 
of the country which now conſtitutes the pariſh” of St. Anne,, 
was filled with delight and admiration at the novelty,. variety, 
and beauty of the proſpect. The. whole ef the ſcenery is: 
indeed ſuperlatively fine, nor can words alone (at leaſt any that. 
I can ſelect) convey a juſt idea of it. A few leading particulars. 
I may perhaps be able to point out, but their combinations are 
EI es Haw ne: and to be underſtood muſt be ſeen. 


Tas country at a mall diſtance from the ſhore * into 
hills, which are more remarkable. for beauty than boldneſs ;: 
being all of gentle acclivity, and commonly ſeparated from each. 
other by ſpacious vales and romantic inequalities ; but they are 

_ ſeldom craggy, nor. is the tranfition from the hills to the 
vallies oftentimes abrupt. In general, the. hand of nature has 
rounded every hill towards the top with ſingular felicity. The 
moſt ſtriking circumſtances attending theſe beautiful ſwells are 

| the happy diſpoſition of the groves of pimento, with which. 
8 moſt of them are ſpontaneouſly clothed, and the conſummate 
verdure of the turf underneath, which is diſcoverable i in a thouſand. 
openings; preſenting a charming contraſt to the deeper tints 
2 the pimento. As this tree, which is no leſs remarkable 
or fragrancy than beauty, ſuffers no rival plant to flouriſh 
2 its *. theſe e are not only clear of under wood. 


but. 
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| but even the graſs beneath i is ſeldom Juxuriant; The foil-.in C * A * 
| general being a chalky marl, which: produces a cloſe and clean . 
turf, as ſmooth: and even as the fineſt. Engliſh lawn, and in ow 
colour infinitely brighter. Over this beautiful ſurface the 
pimento ſpreads itſelf in various compartments. In one place, 
we behold extenſive groves ; in another, a number of beautiful 
groups, ſome of which crown the hills, while others are 
ſcattered down the declivities. To enliven the ſcene, and add 
perfection to beauty, the bounty of nature has copioully watered 
the whole diſtrict. No part of the Weſt Indies, that I have 
ſeen, abounds with. ſo many delicious ſtreams... Every valley, 
has its rivulet, and every hill its. caſcade. In one point of 
view, where the rocks overhang the ocean, no leſs . than eight 
tranſparent waterfalls are beheld in the fame moment. "Thoſe 
only who. have been long at ſea, can judge of the emotion 
which is felt by the thirſty voyager at.ſo n a þ 


7 * 
* 
: . : ” | 
4 — N " o a 

* % —_— A . - ; . * 

4 8 2 P P o 7 © 
a * > 4 % 3 1 
E z - © _—\* - . _ ” 
* 
” 


e is the ne of the aid. As the ki riſes 
towards the center of the iſland, the eye, paſſing over the 
beauties that I have recounted. is attrated WF a boundleſs 
amphitheatre of wood, 


| Infiperable height of loſtieſt ſhade, © | Ki! (IRONS: 
3 1 branching ban: ee Ihe 
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bs Rs: aa 4 


on the ſouthern fide of the iſland, the ſcenery, as 1 1 
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BO 0 © bete edel 36 6 Wildat hate ie landſcape we 


have treated of, the prevailing characteriſtics are variety and 
beauty: in that which remains, the predominant features are 
grandeur and ſublimity. When I firſt approached this fide - 
of the iſland by ſea, and beheld, from afar, ſuch of the ftupen- | 
dous and ſoaring ridges of the blue mountains, as the clouds 
here and there diſcloſed, the imagination (forming an indiſtin& 
but awful idea of what was concealed, by what was thus 
partially diſplayed) was ' filled with admiration and wonder. 
Yet the ſenſation which I felt was allied rather to terror than 
delight. Though the proſpect before me was in the higheſt 
degree magnificent, it ſeemed a ſcene of magnificent deſolation. 
The abrupt precipice and inacceſſible cliff, had more the aſpect 
.of a chaos than a creation; or rather ſeemed to exhibit the 
effects of ſome dreadful convulſion, which had laid nature in 
ruins. Appearances however improved as we approached; 
for amidſt ten thouſand bold features, too hard to be ſoftened 
by culture, many a ſpot was ſoon diſcovered where the hand 
of induſtry had awakened life and fertility. With theſe pleaſing 
intermixtures, the flowing line of the lower range of mountains 
| (which now began to be viſible, crowned with woods of 
majeſtic growth) combined to ſoften and relieve the rude 
ſolemnity of the loftier eminences ; till at length the ſavannas 
at the bottom met the fight. Theſe are vaſt plains, clothed 
chiefly with extenſive cane- fields; diſplaying, in all the pride 
of cultivation, the verdure of ſpring blended with the exuber- 
ance of autumn, and hounded only by the ocean; on whoſe 
boſom a new and ever-moving picture ſtrikes the eye; for 
innumerable veſſels are diſcovered i in various directions, ſome 
X crowding 
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afford them. On this ſubject I ſpeak from actual experience. 
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crowding into, and others: n —_—— th * and CHAP. 
harbours with which the coaſt is every where indented; ; Such . 

a proſpect of human ingenuity and induſtry; employed bh — 
exchanging the ſuperfluities-of the Old World, for the produe- 


tions of the New, opens another, and, I might add, an almoſt 
5 field, for 2 and reflection. 


* 


Tavs the ovine of the Weſt 13 if not, in — 
ſelves, objects of perfect beauty, contribute greatly. towards 
the beauty of general nature; and ſurely the inhabitants 


| cannot reflect, but with the deepeſt ſenſe of gratitude to 
divine Providence, on the variety of climate, ſo conducive” 


to health, ſerenity and pleaſure, which theſe elevated r regions 


In a maritime ſituation, on the ſultry. plains of the ſouth fide, . 


near the town of Kingſton, where I chiefly reſided during the 


pace of fourteen years, the general medium of heat during 


che hotteſt months (from June to November, both inclufive) 
was cighty degrees on Fahrenheit's* thermometer 62). At 


74 IM hea Op 
Wa 14: &= 


a villa cight miles diſtant, in the bighlands of Liguanea, the 
thermometer: ſeldom roſe, in the hotteſt part of the day, aboye. * 
ſeventy-five. Here then. was a difference. of ten degrees in 
eight miles; and in the mobi and event; the ene Pp 


(4) is % «dr 5 December 0 May,” the. * 
ranges from 70 to 805. The night ait in the months of December and 
January is ſometimes ſurpriſingly cool: I have: known the thermometer ſo 
low at ſun-riſe as 69*, even in the town of Kingſton ; but. in the hotteſt : 


months, the difference between the temperature. of noon. * 15 midnight,” 
men . | 
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Bo o K was meh greater. At Cold Spring, the ſeat of Mr. Wallen, 
.  a'very high fituation fix miles further in the country, poſſeſſed 
S — 12 who" has taſte to reliſh its beauties and i improve 
its productions, the general ſtate of the thermometer is from 

55 to 6. It has been obſerved ſo lo as 44; ſo that a fire 
there, even at noon day, is not only comfortable but 


neceſſary a great part of the year ( b). It may be ſuppoſed, 
. chat a ſudden Fehn from be t atmoſphere of the plains, 
. | to the chill air of the higher regions, is commonly productive 
5 of miſchievous effects on the human frame; but this , I believe, 
| is ſeldom the caſe, if the traveller, as prudence dictates, ſets 4 
85 | of at the dip of the morning (when, the pores of the ſkin 


| (8) Cold Springs 43200 feet above the levdof the ra. The foil is a black 
| mould;on a brown marl; - but few or none of the tropical fruits will flouriſh in 
ſio cold a climate. | Neicher the, neſberry, the avocado pear, the far apple, nor | 
he orange, will bear within a conſiderable height of Mr. Wallen's garden; but 
many of the Engliſh fruits, as the apple, the peach, and the ſtrawberry, flouriſh there 
in great perfeQtian, with.ſeveral other valuable exotics.; among which I obſerved. 
a great number of very fine plants of the tea-tree and other oriental productions. 
The ground in its native ſtate is almoſt entirely covered with different forts of 
the fern, of which Mr. Wallen has reckoned about 400 diſtinct ſpecies. A 
perſon -vifiting Cold Spring for the firſt time, almoſt-conceives himſelf tranſ- 
perted-to-a diſtant part of the world.; the air and face of the country ſo widely 
- differing from that of the regions he has left. Even the birds are all ſtrangers te 
him. Among others, peculiar to theſe lofty regions, is a ſpecies of the ſwallow, 
the plumage of, which. varies in colour like the neck of a drake ; and there 
is 5 rxpine fag ded eafed he fkogs, of.» blackiſh brown, with a whiite 
ring round the neck. I viſited this place in December 1788, the thermometer 
ſtood at. 57 at ſut-riſe, and never exceeded 64* in the hotteſt part of the day. 
I thought the climate the moſt delightful that I had ever experienced. On the 
Blue Mountain peak, which is 7,431 feet from the level of the ſea, the cher- 
mometer was found to range from 47* at ſun-riſe to -58* at noon, even in 


the month of — See Med. Comment. Eding. 3500: 


are 
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are in ſome meaſure ſhut) and is clothed dating warmer CHA P.. 
than uſual. With theſe precautions, - excurſions: into, the up- IV. 

lands are always found ſafe, falubrious, and delightful. I will ob- 
ſerve too, in the words of an agreeable writer {c), that i on the 
tops of high mountains, where the air is pure and refined, and 
where there is not that immenſe weight of groſs vapours preſ- 
Gng upon the body, the mind acts with greater freedom, and all 


| the fundtions, both of ſoul and body, are performed in a ſuperior 1 
manner.“ 1 wiſh I could add, with the lame author, that cc the 3 | 


mind at the ſame time leaves all low and vulgar ſentiments be- „ 
hind it, and in approaching the ethereal regions, ſhakes off its . 
n anc aaa W * A . 8 


Ts theſe e of its ſarface, hm it is ; owing that 
Although the ſoil in many parts of this iſland is deep and very 
fertile, yet the quantity of rich productive land, is but ſmall, in- 
proportion to the whole. The genetality of what has been culti- | 
vated is of a middling quality, and requires labour and manure 
to make it yield liberally. In fine, with every prejudice in its fa- 
your, if we compare Jamaica with many other iſlands of nearly 
the fame extent, (Sicily, for inſtance, to which it was compared 
by Columbus) it muſt be pronounced. an unfruitful and labori - 
ous country, as the Ing 4 will ee. 


| Jaxaicais one hundred hed fifty Wa SPY and on a 
oc of three meaſurements at different places, about forty 
miles in breadth. Theſe data, ſuppoſing the iſland to-have been 
a level country, would gie ' = © 3,840,000: Acres. 

Bur a great part conſiſting of hig 
mountains, the ſuperficies of which com- 
priſe far more land than the baſe alone, — f 
(c Brydone. py | f 
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on that account rs more, * ET 240,000 


The Total is - - * 4,080,000 Acres. 


Or theſe, it is found by a return of the clerk of the patents, 
that no more than 1,907,589, were, in November 1789, loca- 
ted, or taken up, by grants from the crown. Thus it appears 
that upwards of one half the lands are conſidered as of no kind 
of value, the expence of taking out a patent being of no great 
account ; and even of the located lands, I conceive that little 
more chan one million is at preſent in cultivation. | 


| In ſugar plantations, (including the land reſerved in 1 
for the purpoſe of ſupplying ſtaves, timber, and fire - wood; or 
appropriated for common paſturage, all which is commonly two 
_ thirds of each plantation) the number of acres may be ſtated at 
639,000; it appearing that the preciſe number of thoſe eſtates, 
according to returns made upon oath to March 1789, was 710, 
and an allowance of yon to cach, — of the 
whole, mut be c — liberal. 


Or ana (or, as they are 1 in * 
iſland, pens} the number is about 400; to each of which, I 
would allow 700 acres, which gives 280,000, and no perſon 
who has inſpected the country with an inquiſitive eye, will allow 

to all the minor productions, as cotton, coffee, pimento and gin- 
ger, &c. including even the proviſion plantations, more than 

one half the extent aſſigned to the pens. The reſult of the 
whole is 1,059,000 acres, leaving upwards of three million an 
unimproved, unproductive wilderneſs, of which not more than 
one fourth part is, I imagine, fit for we kind of profitable culti- 
vation ; 
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cable and inacceſſible. 


Ne. re hit fe. e 4 part of tie ee 
wholly unimprovable, yet (ſuch is the powerful influence of great 


Heat and continual moiſture) the mountains are in general cover- 
ed with extenſive woods, containing excellent timbers, ſome of 
which are of prodigious growth and ſolidity ; ſuch as the lignum 


to, and bully-trees ; moſt of which fink in water, and are of a 
compactneſs and impenc trability inconceivable by European 
workmen. Some of theſe are neceſſary in mill- work, and 
would be highly valuable in the Windward Iflands. 


They are 


Syn ſw in ſuch parts of Jamaica as, having been long cultivated, 


are nearly cleared of contiguous woods ; but it frequently hap- 
pens, in the interior parts, that the new ſettler finds the abun- 


dance of them an incumbrance inſtead of a benefit, and having 


provided himſelf with a ſufficiency for immediate uſe, ſets fire to 
the reſt, in order to clear his lands; it not anſwering the expence 
of conveying them to the ſea-coaſt for the purpoſe of ſending 
them to a diſtant market. Of ſofter kinds, for boards and ſhin- 


varieties adapted for cabinet-work, among others the bread-out, 
the — and the well-known mabogany. 


As the ** is chus ads wooded, fo, on the whole, 
we may aſſert it to be well watered. There are reckoned 


throughout its extent above one hundred rivers, which take 


their rife in the mountains, and run, commonly with great rapi-- 
dity, to the ſea, on both fides of the iſland. None of them are 


St. Elizabeth, flowing chiefly through a level country, is the 
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| vation ; great part of the interior country being bath jar CHA p. 


vitz, dog- wood, iron- wood, pigeon- wood, green- heart, brazilet- 


gles, the ſpecies are innumerable ; and there are many beautiful 


deep enough to be navigated by marine veſſels. Black River in 
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BOOK deepeſt and ventleſt, 4 admits far-bottomed boats and canoes 


IL for about thirty miles. 


\ — 


perties ier little 2 to Non — in 1 4. 
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Or che 1 prin 8. which every where abound, even in the 


higheſt mountains, ſome are medicinal ; and are ſaid to be high- 
ly efficacious in diſorders peculiar to the climate. The moſt re- 
markable of theſe, is found in the eaſtern pariſh'of St. Thomas, 
and the fame of it has created a village in its neighbourhood, 
which is called the Bath. The water flows out of a rocky 
mountain, about a mile diſtant, and is too hot to admit a hand 
being held underneath : a thermometer on Fahrenheit's ſcale, 
| pes; immerſed in a glaſs of this water, immediately roſe to 
123*. It is ſulphureous, and has been uſed with great advan- 
rage in that dreadful diſeaſe of the climate called the dry-belly- 


ach. There are other ſprings, both ſulphureous and chalybeate, 
in different parts of the country ; of which however the pro- 


* 7 * 


Ix many . & les Pe is a — appearance . 
tals; and it is aſſerted by Blome, and other early writers, that 
the Spaniſh inhabitants had mines both of ſilver and copper: I 

believe the fact. But the induſtry of the preſent poſſeſſors is 

perhaps more profitably exerted on the ſurface of the earth, than 
by digging into its bowels. A lead mine was indeed opened 
ſome years ago, near to the Hope eſtate, in the pariſh of St. 


Andrew, and it is ſaid, there was no want of ore, but the hi igh 


price of labour, or other cauſes with which I am unacquainted, | 


compelled the proprietors to er their proj eck. 


Or the moſt important of the preſent. a a. 
tions, as | ſugar, indigo, coffee and cotton, I ſhall have 


occaſion to treat at large, when the courſe of my work 
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hall bring me to the ſubje& of agriculture. It only remains c = is 2 


therefore, at preſent, to ſabjoin a few obſeryations on the 
vegetable claſſes of inferior order: I mean thoſe which, 
though not of equal commercial importance with the preced- 
ing ones, are equally neceſſary to the comfort and ſubſiſtence 
of the inhabitants. If the reader is inclined to botanical re- 


ſearches, he is referred to he voluminous collections of 
3 ul Browne. | 


Tur Wed ſpecies of grain cultivated in | this iſland are, 


193 


Iv. 


2 Maize, or Indith corn, which commonly produces two 


crops in the year, and ſometimes three: it may be planted at 
any time when there is rain, and it yields according to the ſoil 


from fifteen to forty buſhels the acre. 2dly. Guiney corn, which 


produces but one crop in the year; it is planted in the month 


of September, and gathered in January following, yielding from 


thirty to ſixty buſhels an acre. | 3dly. Various kinds of calavan- 

ces (a ſpecies of pea) ; and laſtly rice, but in no great quantity, 
the ſituation proper for-its growth being deemed unhealthy, and 
the labour of negroes commonly employed in the cultivation 
of articles that * greater Pome. 


Tn 18 illand lands likewiſe with different kinds of f graſt 


both native and extraneous, of excellent quality; of the firſt 
is made exceeding good hay, but not in great abundance; this 


method of huſbandry being practiſed only in a few parts of the 
country; and it is the leſs neceſſary as the inhabitants are 
happily accommodated with two different kinds of artificial 
graſs, both extremely valuable, and yielding great prof aſion 

Vorl. IJ. 7 of 
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BOOK of food for cattle. The firſt is an aquatic plant called Scot's grafs, 

2 which though generally ſuppoſed to be an exotic, I have reaſon 
to think grows ſpontaneouſly in moſt of the ſwamps and 
. | moraſſes of the Weſt-Indies. It riſes to five or ſix feet in 

: height, with long ſucculent joints, and is of very quick vege- 
tation. From a ſingle acre of this plant, five horſes may be 
maintained a whole year, allowing TOP" pounds of graſs 
a-day to each. 


Tur other kind, called Guiney-graſs, may be conſidered as 5 
next to the ſugar- cane, in point of importance; as moſt of te 
grazing and breeding farms or pens throughout the iſland 
were originally created, and are ſtill ſupported, chiefly by means 
of this invaluable herbage. Hence the plenty of horned cattle 
both for the butcher and planter ; which is ſuch that few 
markets . in Europe furniſh beef at a cheaper rate, or of 
better quality, than thoſe of Jamaica. Perhaps the ſettle- 
ment of moſt of the north- ſide pariſhes is wholly owing to 
the introduction of this excellent graſs, which happened 
by accident about fifty years ago; the ſeeds having been 
brought from the coaſt of Guiney as food for ſome birds which 
were preſented to Mr. Ellis, chief- juſtice of the iſland. Fortu- 
nately the birds did not live to conſume the whole ſtock, and 
the remainder being careleſsly thrown into a fence, grew and 
flouriſhed, and it was not long before the eagerneſs diſplayed 
by the cattle to reach the graſs, attracted Mr. Ellis's notice, 


and induced him to collect and propagate the feeds; which 
now thrive in ſome of the moſt rocky parts of the iſland ; 
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beſtowing verdure and fertility on lands which otherwiſe would © H A p. 
not be worth cultivation. IV. 
Tur ſeveral kinds of Aiken produce, 2s edible = 
roots and pulſe, which are known in Europe, thrive alſo in the 
mountains of this iſland; and the markets of Kingſton and 
Spaniſh-Town are ſupplied with cabbages, lettuce, carrots, 
_ turnips, parſnips, artichokes, kidney-beans, green-peas, aſpa- 
ragus and various ſorts of European herbs, in the utmoſt abun- 
dance. Some of them (as the three firſt) are I think of ſupe - 
rior flavour to the ſame kinds produced in England. To my 
| own taſte however, ſeveral of the native growths, eſpecially 
the chocho, ochra, Lima-bean, and Indian-kale, are more 
agrecable than any of the eſculent vegetables of Europe. The 
| other indigenous productions of this claſs are plantains, 
| bananas, yams of ſeveral varieties, calalue (a ſpecies of ſpin- 
nage) eddoes, caſſavi, and ſweet potatoes. A mixture of theſe, 
ſtewed with ſalted fiſh or ſalted meat of any kind, and highly 
| ſeaſoned with Cayenne-pepper, is a favorite olio among the 
negroes. For bread, an unripe roaſted plantain is an excellent 
| ſubſtitute, and univerſally preferred to it by the negroes and 
moſt of the native whites. It may in truth be called the ſtaff 
of life to the former; many thouſand acres being cultivated 
in different parts of the country for their daily ſupport e). 


(e) This fruit, though introduced into Hiſpaniola at a very early period, was 
not originally a native of the Weſt Indies: it was carried thither from the 
Canary iſlands by Thomas de Berlanga, ann. 1516. The banana 
is a ſpecies of the fame fruit. 
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of chirimoya ///) coco-nut, ſtar-apple, grenadilla, avocado- 
pear, hog- plum and its varieties, pindal- nut, neſbury, mammee, 
mammee- ſapota, Spaniſh-gooſberry, prickly- pear, and perhaps 
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or the more elegant fruits, the * is equalled only by 
their excellence. Perhaps no country on earth affords ſo 


magnificent a deſert; and I conceive that the following were 
ſpontaneouſly beſtowed on the iſland by the bounty of na- 


ture — the annana or pine-apple, tamarind, papaw, guava, 


{weet-ſop of two ſpecies, caſhew-apple, cuſtard-apple (a fpecies 


a few others. For the orange, civil and china, the lemon, lime, 


. 81 2 * 
-_ ©. "I. 


1773 a botanic garden was eſtabliſhed under the ſanction of 


& RES 
e * 


ſaddock and its numerous ſpecies, the vine, melon, fig and 
. pomegranate, the Weſt Indian iſlands were probably indebted 
to their Spaniſh invaders. Excepting 'the ſtrawberry and a 
few of the growths of European orchards (which however. 
attain to no great perfection unleſs in the higheſt mountains) 
the roſe-apple, genip, and ſome others of no great value, I 
do not believe that Engliſh induſtry had added much to the 


catalogue, until within the laſt twenty years. About the year 


the Aſſembly, but it was not until the year 1782 that it could 
juſtly boaſt of many valuable exotics. At that period, the 
fortune of war having thrown into the poſſeſſion of Lord 


Rodney a French ſhip bound from the iſland of Bourbon to 
Cape Frangois in St. Domingo, which was found to have on 
board ſome plants of the genuine cinnamon, the mango and 
_ oriental productions, his lordſhip, from that generous 


m This fruit is the boaſt of South America, and is reckoned by Ultoa one 
of the fineſt in the worl/. I have been informed that feveral plants of it are 
flouriſhing i in Mr. Eaſt's N garden, at the foot of the Liguanea mountains. 
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partiality which he always manifeſted for Jamaica and its G H Ap. * 
- Inhabitants, preſented the plants to his favourite iſland ;—thas IV. | 
nobly ornamenting and-enriching the country his valodr had _ — 
protected from conqueſt. Happily, the preſent was not ill - 
beſtowed : the cinnamon may now be ſaid to be naturalized to - 
the country. Several perſons are eſtabliſhing plantations of 
it, and one gentleman has ſet out fifty thouſand plants. The 
mango is become almoſt as common. as the orange; but for 
want of attention runs into 2 thouſand ſeminal varieties. you 
of them, to * taſte are perfeatly delicious. 


4 Nur 52 110 =O 5 
I SHALL ae this chapter, with an | ations 5 


— = _ \ 


of the foreign plants in the public botanical garden of this 
Iſland ; lamenting, at the fame time, that I am.not able to gra- 
tify the reader with a more copious and extenſive diſplay, from 
the magnificent orchard of my late friend Hinton Eaſt, 
Eſquite, who had promiſed to favour me with an Hortus 
_ Eaſtenjis, to be prepared under. his own: immediate inſpection 
© purpoſely: for this: work ; but much greater room have 1 to 
lament the cauſe of my diſappointment, and mourn over the 
ſeverity of that fate which ſuddenly ſnatched a moſt amiable 
and excellent citizen from his friends and the public, and hur- 
Tied him to an untimely grave.—Such is the vanity of hope, 
and the W of fe | (8) 


= ) Mr r. Eaſt died. in April 4702. His botanical garden, at the foot of the Li- 
guanea mountains, in St. Andrew's pariſh, is perhaps the. moſt magnificent 
eſtabliſhment of the kind in the world. A catalogue of its contents I have the 
pleaſure to hear is preparing for the preſs by Doctor Broughton, a very eminent 


and learned phyſician and botaniſt, now reſiding in — 
CAT A- 


Fs 
' 24 „ 
1 


474 


0 * p n 
* 1 Ms 
| Sa pt opts: « 


Li 1 
„ 


- "ha . LV 
Ts 4 


n 
Lr 


, At Lids F 9 * E 
r N 
41 — 3 


o G „. : a FS ; 
7 ; 2 (I o 
of 8 = * * 3 ff 22 bo + Bt 


+ _ "v4 f 
a. ” a > * =y 
© 4 *, » © * = » 5 
* * N 0 8 4 2 1 
N * 1 . 
A <. 4 * — * - * > ** 95 o =. 1” Oo 
F * „„ Fi * % 
* * * * * 
— - =: p 
* 4 V* w- 7 — 
- = 5 * * 
1 2 «4 


a 


EE 2 * * . CRY 


| . © 5+ ow wo 
t | OF | 

1 3e c PL A NT s, 

V IN THE ; 

8 1 Botanical Garden of AMATCA, 1792. 

vnn THE DIRECTION or : h 


THOMAS DANCER, M.D. IsLAND BoTANIST. 


3 » Oriental, A African, and South-Sea Trees, Shrubs, Sc. 


. Laurus. Cinnamomum. ASS E Coronde, or 
= 4 5 tim Cera Cinna- 8 
9 8 e mon. The ſpecimens of e 
ee | Jamaica Cinnamon ſent 
to Great Britain have 
Mis. | been deemed equal, if 
not ſuperior, to the beſt 
Ceylon Cinnamon. 
Indiaa. Mango-Tree, ſeveral va- 
rieties. | 
Taack, a ſpecies of the 
Bread Fruit; vide Diſ- 
ſertation 


Macrocarpon. 
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K : | ſertation of T 


44 % for the various uſes of IV. 
the Jaack and Bread 
DEL OLE” + ns „„ * 
e A ſuppoſed ſpecies of 
wt 83 Mangoſteen. 
Chineſe Hemp Palm. 
onmngant - © Otaheite Plumb. 


& 


92 * 
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12 Maringa, root uſed for 
04. 8 horſe - radiſh; ſaid, but 
eectrogeouſly, to be the 
113 „ 1 Nepbriticum of 
ul! ſhops. 
Lebeck Bois Noir, Oriental Ebony. 
N. B. The foregoing Plants were taken in a French Prize, bound from the - | 


Iſle of Bourbon to St. Domingo, and preſented to the Botanical Garden 
by Lord Rodney; which donation is commemorated by the following inſcrip 
bon an an obeliſk in the Botanical Garden, erected for that purpoſe : 


Ty Ropney 
Patriam Virtute ejus conſervatam 
_ _ Stirpes Orientales 
Qu hic vigent | 
___- Largiebatur 3 | 
A. D. 1782. Wi 
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BOOK Sand. Edulis La-tji, or Lee-chee, Chi- 
} „„ -25t1 wont 53 10) neſe Plumb. Introduced 

by SH bis Nen oor by Dr. Clark. Pide 
: | TEES aunt. Du Halde. 
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\ 1. Circindſs  Sagoe. Introduced by Dr. 
© 17997 331 ff 8 Clark. For an account 
n Gro Sendo of the cultivation and 


1 4 ent Sil preparation of the Sa- 

LOR Tagen ⁵ © Guiney. 

(4) cet die. Tallow Tree. Firſt in- 

10. ann N LEY sgi | troduced by Mr. Pin- 

tl 903 8 ncck. Introduced into 

Oy” Nibtuca ? ERIE Gum Arabie, produces ho 

| | 114 pug | gum. — Introduced by 

— Another ſpecies, rid 10 produce C Gum Ara- 

| oi intictt 4 Introduced by Mr. 

Morus Papyrifera © Paper Mulberry. Intro- 

duced by Dr. Clark. 

Vide Cook's Voyages, 

„ for an account of the 

3 8 manner in which paper 

|  ., _.. . andcloth are made from 
| © * the bark of this tree. 

(b) 4n Croton, 
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Philadelphus Aromaticus ? 
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Oriental Arbor Vita. In- CH A P. 
troduced by Dr. Clark. IV. 
N Piuinſt introduced into the 
*66 country by Mr. Wallen. 
Dragon Tree. Introduced | 

by Dr. Clark. 

Moving Plant. ene 
dy Dr. Clark. 

| Tea. Firſt introduced into 

the country by Mr. Ba- 

Fexer, ſeveral years ago. | 

Tragra: Chineſe Olive, with «al 

N flowers of which it 


| An unknown Genes of /Fiult Gan e 
Sent to Dr. Dancer 
by Sir n Banks, 


| -__ Japan, producing 
5 2111470 2g excellent nut. See 


. EKeœmpfer. Introduced 
8 by Dr. Dancer, 1792. 
Tea of the Circumnavi- 
gators. Introduced by 
Mr. Eaft. : 
Botany-Bay Spice Tree. 
| 7 Introduced 
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Introduced by Dr. 0 Dan- 
cer, 1792. 


M 
. 1 


ES | ſent to Dr. Dancer by 
Another " Botany - Bay 
Plant. Seeds ſent by 


x * 


Dr. "Wray I 792. 
Oalangal. Medicinal Root. 
FFF Introduced by Dr. 
ad al - "nw 
Turmeric. Introduced by | 
Mr. Pinnock. 
21: Sumatra Black Pep 
. Sent by Dr. Anderſon 
from the Royal Garden 
8 N at St. Vincent's, and 
VVVß᷑LlV wwe 4 preſented by Mr. Hyl- | 
5 ton. 
Grains of Paradiſe, or Gui- 
ney Pepper. Introduced 


Amonum # Gr. Paradif 


e by Mr. Hibbert, from 


9 e Africa. 

Cardamomum Cardamom Seeds of the 
| Shops. Introduced by 

Dr. Dancer, 1792. 


' Oldenlandia 
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Botany-Bay Plant. Seeds 


* 


L. 
8 65 If 
* W 1 N * * _ 


* 


- 


* 


* 
> a 
mu” . 


hd Oo 


WEST 
 Umbellata | 


Oldenlandia 


Baſella 


v. Africans 


p ' 


WC] 


Aſchynomene 


Grandfora 
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Che. A valuehle dye from C HA b. 


the Eaſt Indies. 
Another Eaſt India FEY 
Seeds brought out by 
Lord Effingham. 
Mandarine Orange. In- 
troduced by Mr. Eaſt. 


duced by the Negroes 
before 


Another African Fruit, 
eee by the Ne- 


| Sloane s time, 


IV. 
— — 


Baobab. Ethiopian Sour 3 


© Gourd, ot Monkey 
Bread Fruit. Intro- 
duced by Mr. Eaſt. 


| Date. Probably introduced 
by 2 of the _ 


Palm Oil. Likewiſe in- 
troduced by the Jews. 


Choiſeul Pea. I dennen | 


by Mr. Kemeys. 
Seſban. e by 
Dr. Clark. 
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Roſa Sihenfis 


d 
Populneus 


* Hibiſcus. 
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Juaponica 


Japan Roſe. Introduced 
by Mr. Wallen. 


Introduced firſt by Mr. 


Wallen, afterwards by 
- Dr. Clark. | 


. Chineſe Roſe. Introduced 


by Mr. Pinnock. 


Changeable Roſe. ö 


Eaſt India Mahoe. Tntro- 
duced by Mr. Eaſt. 

oo 

_ duced by Dr. L Dancer, 


1792. 
| Introduced by Dr. Dancer, 


Introduced by Mr. Eaſt. 
Introduced by Mr. Eaſt. 


Soft India Maſtich. In- 


troduced by Mr. Eaſt. 


Seeds brought out by Lord 


Effingham. 


From St. Vincent's Gar- 


kk; -- 8 
Crotall. 
Dr. Clark. 
Chineſe Hemp. 
brought out by Lord 
Effingham. 


European 


eee 


N 8 * 


1792. N WN 8 6 
Eaſt India White Roſe. 


Introduced by 
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CHAP. 
IV. 


— European ad North American Trees, Shrubs, 


& c. Se. 


Robur  ' Engliſh Oak. esel 
CR SS. © 
| — Cerris hoe Oak. Dr. Dan- | 
N „ by Mr. . Wallen, ſeveral 
W * + "page; by Dr. Den- 
I 027 eee "oy. ; 
_  Qhinquapin Chefaut ; by 
. 35 bath . 1792. 
” HR cer, 1792. 7, 
1 Plane. Dr. Dan- 
py” P'ſeudoplatan. N Maple. . | 
CBE 7 Monſpeliens. 3 Montpelier Maple. 
« Saccharma : Sugar Maple. | Introduced 
e e CO. - =” 
"Efeculus Hippocaſtan Horſe Cheſnut. Intro- 
Moy duced by Dr. Dancer, 
FTA. 
Pavia Dwarf Horſe Cheſnut. In- 
ke: troduced by Mr. Wallen. 
Fuglans 2 | Regia : Walnut. Introduced by 
e | Mr. Wallen. 
Hiccory. By the ſame. 
_ Corylus 
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| : ey NR Hazle Nut. | 3 5 - 
Perfica Peach Tree. Introduced ON 


8 by Mr. Wallen. 
Almond. By the ſame. 
Olive. Introduced by Mr. 
Wallen. 
Pyrus ua Apple, ſeveral kinds. In- 
* | | 5 | troduced by various per- 
4 9 3 fas. 
Quince | Introduced long 
_ - ago by various perſons. 
Medlar. Introduced by 
Mr. Wallen.. -—- 
— Mulberry. Introduced long 
1 7 
White Mulberry. N 
ſented by Mr. Looſely. 
erg. Introduced 
by Mr. Baker, and 
8 = FF b0thers. | 
„„ Sylvatcus Blackberry, two ſpecies. 
: e e Introduced by Mr. Wal- 
8 Fragaria Dn Strawberry, ſeveral kinds. 
1 Mr. Wallen, and others. 
Piſtacia Nut. Introduced 
by Mr. Eaſt. 
Bird Cherry. Introduced 
; by Dr. Dancer, 1792- 
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By Dr. . 3 C 1 2 . 
Manna Aſh. Introduced 
by Dr. Clark. 


Dwarf Elder, By the 3 
Common Elder. Intro- 
duced by Mr. Wallen. | 
Introduced by Mr. Wal- 
Gum Benjamin ; by Dr. 
Dancer, 1792. | 
5 Carolina Allſpice. Intro- | 


duced by Mr. Eaſt. 
Carob, or St. John's Bread. 
By the fame. 
CM Storax. By Dr. Dancer, 
1792. ELL - 
Seeds ſent to Dr. Dancer, 3 = 
by Mr. Lee. '4 
Introduced by Dr. Dancer, E275 
1792. $7 OT 
Gum Ciſtus. | By Dr. O00 
ner, 1998. 5 
Venus 's Sumach. By Dr. 5 
„ 7 
Poiſon Oak. Ditto. Fe 
Varniſh. Ditto. 


Sumach. Introduced by 
Mr. Eaſt. 


; Introduced by Mr. Eaſt. 
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8 + YIMTUMY VE TAS ⁊ 
n O 0 K kf Cerifera | Candle-berry Myrtle. In- 
i II. „ ; troduced by Mr. Eaſt. 
EEE: — Magnolia Grandiflora Laurel-leaved Tulip. In- 
| i . — ___  -  anancea by 20 Wal- 
„„ len, and Dr. Clarx. 
* By Mr. Wallen. ph 
Li iadendrum Tulipifera Tulip Tree. * 
| 8 . 5 by Mr. Barrett. 
5 Dbionant bus Virginia Fringe Tree from North 
RY VV | America. Introduced 
3 Lu ER e er _ 
„ Tupelo Tupelo Tree from North 
r PL America. Introduced 
87 5 „ by Dr. Dancer, 1792. 
Cerci⸗ Siligugſt. Judas Tree. Dr. Dan- 
„ „ ( 
= 2. 2, 2 ow Mw . V_ . 


"a 8 Th 1 105 1792. . 
W 5 3 n De 178. 


GVV mH ME ng: 1 or Strawberry 
e V 45 7 Tree. Dr. Dancer, 
2 5 1792. : 
a—— raw 3 
Pbiladelpbu Mock Orange. By Mr. 
C Wallen. 
Ru ſcus Alexandrin. Butchers Broom. 
Lygeum Spartium eg The poor in Spain manu- 
facture coats with the 
7 materials of this plant, 
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dly ever wear out. 
* Dr. Dancer, 1792. 


8 Broom. Pre- 
Hoſented by Mr. Wallen. 


Dr. Dancer. . 

Preſented by Mr. Wallen. 

Cork Tree. Introduced 

3 Eaſt. 

| Kermes Oak. By Dr. 
"IRE, 1792. ne 
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Mr. Eaſt. 
Honey Suckle. Mr. Wal- 
2 R 
„ American ditto. 
By Dr. Dancer, 1792. 


Virginia Spiderwort. By 
Dr. Dancer, 1792. 


Lilac. By Mr. Eaſt, and 
Mr. Wallen. 


Perſian dito. By. Dr. 


Dancer, 1792. 


Myrtle, ſeveral ſpecies. | 
Jaſmine. 


| Introduced by Mr. Eaſt. 


Wallen. 
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, bo © Alta moſchat. White Moſch Roſe. By 
The 7s | N Mr. Wallen. | 
SAY ee. Cinnamon ditto. By the 
| 2 . Game. e de 
W 4 nei Moſs Provence. Dr. bs 
Weg) 5 8 8-1 cer, 1792. Nan. 
| Het Balkaric. | $t. John's Wort. By Mr. 
F352 . Pre) Wallen. : DES: a 
| | 35 neo. By Mr. Eaſt. 
Pforalia ', two ſpecies, By Major Greene. 
Colutea 1  Fruteſcens ? By the fame. 
Cupreſſus ,; - Sempervirens rer. 
Pinus Al Cedar of Lebanon. od 
| Tæda — 22 By De. : 
' 1 4 Dancer, 1792. — 40 
5 Aleppo Pine. bud Dr. | 
£325 . "Gmadian Balſam. » Dr. 
Dancer, 1792. 
=, Les South American arid Exotic Weſt Indian Plants. 
Souther | Sarſa 1 Introduced 
| by Zach. Beyly, Eſq. 
ART RE 3 963. 
Annona Cheremoja .. Peruvian Sweet Sop. 
Quallia Amara Quaſſia Bark, Medicinal. 


Sent from St. Vincent's 

Garden. Preſented by 

Mr. Thame. 
Epidendrum 
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{#) Epidendrum Vanella Vanelloe. 
Caſſine Paragun Paragua Herb. Intro- 
1 IE 2 duced by Mr. Wallen. 
| Cactus Coccinelifer 4 Cochineal Oo puntia, or 42 
3 A 1... WM * 
Tradeſcantia Diſcala: Fonduras Spiderwort. In- 
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Tibiſbicat de TI — Towns, an and 2 
Churches, church-lfoings, and veſtries —Governor or Cam- 
mander in chief. —Courts of judicature.— Public offices — 
 Legiflature and laws.—Revenues—Taxes.—Coins, and rate 
7 exchange — Militia —Number of inhabitants of all con- 

ditions. and complexions.—T rade, ſhipping, exports and im- 
1 Reporr of the Lords of Trade in 17 3 4.—Preſent fate 

F the trade with Spaniſh America. Origin and policy of 

tte at for- eftabli ung free ports — — Diſplay of the progreſs 
of the 1ftand in cultivation, by. comparatrue  Jatements . of” 


its inhabitants and mand at a; * Pema abend, 
N. Z. N. 3 


TAMAICA is divided into three counties ;—Middleſex, 
Surry, and Cornwall. The county of Middleſex is compoſed 
of eight pariſhes, one town, and thirteen villages. The town is 
that of St. Jago- de-la-Vega or Spaniſh-Town, the capital of 
the iſland. Moſt of the villages of this and the other counties, 
are hamlets of no great account, fituated at the different har- 
bours and ſhipping-places, and ſupported by the traffic car- 
ried on there. Sr. Fago-de-la-Vega is ſituated on the banks of 
the river Cobre, about fix miles from the ſea, and contains be- 

W 


- 
: < * 0 * 4 \ was. 7 - ** . 4 . 0 1 :  _ 
. 5 th * * . . þ * 5 e "a4 Bros 3 k 8 ? bs 4 | 4 N * L k 39 6 8 " . 5 * — 2 * q | l . * 3 * 1 * 8 * * * 4 , 1 3 4% 1 0 >. 3, Wok Th N 7 * 
n Ne N N IF JJ ab, OE IIS A SS] 2 925 Fo Sor we ">; 
p „ 3 N 5 I» 1 75 1 — « 5 K "F * ** "_ 8 "Th... * \ : 5 z N 24 ** 
1 1 233 6 1 «I FE SW e e © BY? 8 324 
Kan RS £834 RIM *. IST Nr re = TR Thad "7, ? 
WA SEN? 1 * I 8 REN No TE NO. 2 oe {PT SIPS 
. * 4 . N * w = : Mr E = of * 2 * Toe 8 * * 0 inne 
CCW b OA * * * . * W e PANS * 5 * N n | 
ou % P: - A 4 * * , * « þ L ,  F*+< L * 7 " & % n a . 4 1 d * * : _ * : a 
= FT 8 : * 9 0 x _ - " . : be; > Y - of , A, l 
\ \ o : — 25 1 * * 5 — þ i : . 
* 1 5 . 91 X *K | | <* | 
* 1 PE . IR *-a>-4+ + Fa of > I 1 . „ Why of 3 '-. 


WEST INDIES. 


213 


tween five and fix hundred honſes, and Sour e hu 1 in- CHAP. 


habitants, including free people of colour. It is the reſidence 


of the governor or commander in chief, who is accommodated 


with a ſuperb palace; and it is here, that the legiſlature is con- 


vened, and the Court of Chancery, and the 3 Court of 


Judicature, are held. 


Tur county of hs contains ſeven pariſ iſh es, two towns; and | 
El * villages. The towns are thoſe of Kingſton and Port- 


Royal: the former of which is ſituated on the north ſide of 


a beautiful harbour; and was founded in 1693, when re- 


peated deſolations by earthquake and fire had driven the inha- 


V. 
— 


bitants from Port-Royal. It contains one thoufand fix hundrec 


and ſixty- five houſes, beſides negro-huts and warehouſes. The 


number of white inhabitants in the year 1788 was ſix thouſand 
five hundred and thirty-nine : of free people of colour three 
_ thouſand two hundred and eighty: of ſlaves ſixteen thouſand fix 


hundred and fifty-nine ;—total number of inhabitants, of all 


complexions and conditions, twenty-ſix thouſand four hundred 
and ſeventy-eight. It is a place of great trade and opulence. 
Many of the houſes in the upper part of the town are extremely 
magnificent ; and the markets for butchers' meat, turtle, fiſh, 
poultry, fruits and vegetables, &c. are inferior to none. I 


can add too, from the information of a learned and ingenious: 
friend, who kept com parative regiſters. of mortality, that fince 


the ſurrounding country is become cleared of wood * town i 
found to be 2 as healthful as any in Europe: ; 


Pong-Ror AL, once a . of the greateſt wealth and impor- 
tance in the Weſt Indies, is now reduced, by repeated calami- 
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BOOK ties, to Was few lanes, and about two hundred houſes; 
u. It contains however the royal navy yard, for heaving down and 
w=—_ ;citting the king's ſhips; the navy hoſpital, and barracks for 
2 regiment of ſoldiers. The fortifications are kept in excellent 
order, and vie in ſtrength, as Iam told, with any fortreſs in the 
=" s dominions. 


ARON contains five pariſhes, three towns, and fix w- 
lages he towns are Savanna-la-Mar-on the ſouth fide of the 
Iſland, and Montego Bay and F almouth on the north. The 
former was almoſt entirely deſtroyed by a dreadful hurricane 
and inundation of the ſea in 1780. It is now pardy * 
ad may < contain from. * to a . : 


ener Go-Bar is a fouriſhiing 2 as town: it cotfiſts 

of two hundred and twenty-five houſes, thirty-three of which 
are capital ſtores or warehouſes, and contains about ſix hundred 

white inhabitants. The number of top-fail veſſels which clear 
annually at this port are about one hundred and fifty, of which 


ſeventy are capital ſhips ; but in this account. are included * | 
of thoſe which enter at — 


Fan or (as it is more — called) the Point, 

is fituated on the fouth fide of Martha-Brae harbour, and, in- 
cluding the adjoining villages of Martha-Brae and Rock, is 

compoſed of two hundred and twenty houſes. The rapid in- 

creaſe of this town and neighbourhood within the laſt ſixteen 

years is aſtoniſhing. In 1771, the three villages of Martha-Brae, 
Falmouth, and the Rock, contained together but eighteen houſes; 
and the veſſels which entered annually at the port of Falmouth 

x | | did 
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did not exceed —— it can . 2 fl 1 P. 


capital ſtationed ſhips, which . for n nen excluſive | f 
of 899 0 and * . | i 23241 * 


1 S, 


Each n 1 e — fa an union ef two or 
more pariſhes) is governed by a chief magiſtrate, ſtyled 
Cuſtos Rotulorum, and a body of juſtices unlimited by law as to 
number, by whom ſeffions of the peace are held every three 
months, and courts of Common Pleas to try actions arifing 
within the pariſh or precinct, to an amount not exceeding 
twenty pounds. In matters of debt not exceeding mp . 

a _ Juice is authorized t to determine. ee ee 


TY : 


Tux RY tene pariſhes contain | elbow nes and 
ehapels, and each pariſh is provided with a rector, and other 8 
church officers; the rector's livings, the preſentation to which 
reſts with the governor or commander in chief, are ſeverally 
as follows, viz. St. Catherine C. 300 per annum; Kingſton, 
St. Thomas in the Eaſt, Clarendon, and Weſtmoreland, J. 250 
per annum; St. David, St. George, and Portland, L. 100 per 
annum; all the reſt C. 200 per annum. Theſe ſums are paid 
in lieu of tythes by the churchwardens of the ſeveral pariſhes 
reſpectively, from the amount of taxes levied 18 the veſtries 
on the inhabitants. 155 7 „ . 


Ea cn pariſh builds and repairs a HTO 1. or allows 
the rector L. 50 per annum in lieu of one; beſides which, 
many of the livings have glebe lands of very confiderable value 
annexed to _ as the perith of St. Andrew, which 2 altogether 
18 
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.O O K is valued at one thouſand pounds ſterling per annum Ca). The 
+ 4 biſhop of London is ſaid to claim this iſland as part of his dioceſe, 

v— but his juriſdiction is renounced and barred by the laws of the 
| country; and the governor or commander in chief, as ſupreme 
head of the provincial church, not only inducts into the ſeveral 
rectories, on the requiſite teſtimonials being produced that the 
candidate has been admitted into prieſt's orders according to 

ED the canons of the church of England, but he is likewiſe veſted 
with the power of ſuſpending a clergyman of lewd and diſor- 
derly life ab gfficio, upon a application from his pariſhioners. A 

ſuſpenſion ab officio is in fact a ſuſpenſion 4 beneficto, no mi- 

niſter being entitled to his ſtipend for any longer time than he 

ſhall 1 officiate; unleſs . by ſickneſs. DE” 


Tux veſtries are n of the 3 * two or 5 
magiſtrates; ; the rector and ten veſtrymen ; the latter are elected 
annually by the freeholders. Beſides their power of aſſeſſing 
and appropriating taxes, they appoint way-wardens, and allot 
labourers for the repair of the public highways. They likewiſe 
nominate proper perſons, who are called collecting-conſtables, 


\ | for the callefzon both of the public and —— taxes. 
TIE ene court of judicature * the whole iſland (com- 
ES * called the Grand Court, as poſſeſſing ſimilar juriſdiction 


(a) In the year 1788 the ** "I TENT prohibit the burial of the 
dead within the walls of the churches ; and a by this regu ation ſeveral of the 


rectots were deprived of a perquiſite, an 1 of C. 50 * annum vas 
made to moſt of the livings. 


an 
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about L. 3, oo0 per annum. The aſſiſtant judges are gentlemen 
of the iſland, commonly planters, Who receive neither ſalary 


— 
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Common Pleas, and Exchequer, in Great Britain) is held in 
the town of St. Jago-de-la-Vega, the capital of the county of 


Middleſex, on the laſt Tueſday of each of the months of 
February, May, Auguſt, and November, in every year. In this 
court, the chief juſtice of the iſland preſides, whoſe falary is only 


L. 120, but the perquilites ariſing from the office make it worth 


nor reward of any kind for their attendance. Three judges muſt 


be preſent to conſtitute a court; and each term is limited in 


duration to three weeks. From this court, if the choſe in attion 
be for a ſum of . 300 ſterling, or upwards, an appeal lies to the 


governor and council, as a court of error; if ſentence of death be 


paſſed for felony, the appeal is to the governor alone {b}. 


dence are not ſubje& to arreſt and being held tq bail in civil proceſs. The 


ASSIZE courts alſo are held every three months, in Kingſton 


0) By an early law of this iſland (paſſed in 1681) freeholders of known reſi. 


mode of proceeding is, to deliver the party a ſummons (leaving it at his houſe 


is deemed good ſervice) together with a copy of the declaration, fourteen days 
before the court, whereupon the defendant is bound to appear, the very next 


court, or judgment will paſs by default. Twenty-eight days after the firſt day 


of each court execution iſſues ; for which there is but one writ, comprehending 
both a feeri facias and a capias ad ſatisfaciendum; but as no general imparlance is 
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allowed before judgment, it is enacted that the effects levied on, ſhall remain in 
the defendant's hands until the next court, to give him an opportunity of dif, 
poſing of them to the beſt advantage; and if he then fails paying over the money, 
a venditioni exponas iſſues to the marſhall, to ſell thoſe, or any other goods, or 
take his perſon. The modern practice is to make no levy on the execution, 
whereby the debtor obtains the iadulgence of one term, or court, after which, 
both his perſon and goods are liable under the writ of venditioni exponas, 
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in this country to that of the ſeveral courts of King's Bench, C HA P. 
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for the county of Surry, and in Savanna-la-Mar for the county 
of .Cornwall. The Surry court begins the laſt Tueſday in 
January, April, July, and October. The Cornwall court begins 


the laſt Tueſday in March, June, September, and December; 


each aſſize court is limited to a fortnight in duration. Thus 


f have the inhabitants la- courts every month of the year, be- 


fides the courts of chancery, ordinary, admiralty, and the 
ſeveral pariſh courts. The judges of the affize court act 


- $-ithout fakry or reward, as well as the aſſiſtant judges of the 


fupreme court, any one of whom, if preſent, preſides in the 


aſſize court. No appeal from the latter to the former is 
allowed, but judgments of the aſſize immediately following the 
: fupreme court, are confidered as of one and the ſame court, 


and have an equal right in point of * with thoſe ob- 


tained i in the grand court. 


Tur governor or vine in chief is china by 1 his: 
office, and preſides ſolely in that high department, which is 
adminiſtered with great form and folemnity. He is alſo the 


fole ordinary for the probate of wills and granting letters of 
adminiſtration. From the firſt of theſe offices, he derives: 


extenſive authority, and from the latter conſiderable emolu- 


ment {c/}. 


1 
be) The * and emoluments arifing annually from the governm 1 of 


Jamaica may, I think, be ſtated ** as follows, viz. 


Salary „ — — L. 5,000: 
Few ia Chancery — — 


— 150 


Carried over — FL. 5,150 


Fees 


e 
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As appendages of the ſupreme court, the ſeverat great CH A R 
offices, viz. the office of enrollments, or ſecretary of the iſland, V. 
 provoſt-marſhall-general, clerk of the court (or prothonotary, — 
cuſtos-brevium, &c.) are held and fituated in Spaniſh Town. | 
The firſt is an office of record, in which the laws paſſed by 
the legiſlature are preſerved; and copies of them entered into 
fair volumes. In this office all deeds, wills, ſales, and patents, 
muſt be regiſtered. It is likewiſe required that all perſons (after 
fix weeks reſidence) intending to depart this iſland, do affix their 
names in this office, twenty-one days before they are entitled 
to receive a ticket or let-paſs, to enable them to leave * 


Fees of the Court of Ordinary | 858 — 17480 | 
| Share of Cuſtom Houſe Seizures „„ — 1,000 
Tbe aſſembly have purchaſed for the . 0 2 

300 acres, called the Government Penn, and built an elegant villa 

thereon. Likewiſe a polink or proviſion ſettlement in the mountains 

(which'is alſo provided with a comfortable manſion-houſe) and ſtocked 
both properties with 50 negroes, and a ſufficiency of cattle, ſheep, &c. - 
From theſe places (which are excluſive of the king's houſe in 
Spaniſh Town) the governor is, or ought to be, ſupplied with hay and 
corn, mutton, milk, poultry, and proviſions for his 3 — 
Ts naar eater — — 1,000 


——— 


Total in currency 3 8,580 
Being equal to 7.4 6, 100 ſterling ; and this is altogether excluſive of fees 
received by his private ſecretary for militia commiſſions, &c. &c. &c. which 
are not eaſily aſcertained. It is ſuppoſed alſo that money has ſometimes been 
made by the ſale of church n ——— by 


: eſcheats. Þ 
N. B. A governor of Jamaica may live very honourabl for C. 5000 ſterling 
per annum. 


Ff2 country. 
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BOOK for the county of Surry, and in Savanna-la-Mar for the county 
I. of Cornwall. The Surry court begins the laſt Tueſday in 
January, April, July, and October. The Cornwall court begins 
_ the laſt Tueſday in March, June, September, and December; 
each aſſize court is limited to a fortnight in duration. Thus 
have the inhabitants law-courts every month of the year, be- 
| fides the courts of chancery, ordinary, admiralty, and the 
ſeveral pariſh courts. The judges of the affize court act 
- $-ithout Glary V , as well as the affiſtant judges of the 
fupreme court, any one of whom, if preſent, preſides in the 
aſſize court. No appeal from the latter to the former is 
allowed, but judgments of the aſſize immediately following the 
fupreme court, are confidered as of one and the ſame court, 
and have: an equal right in point of priority with thoſe ow 5 
tained i in the grand court. 


Tur governor or . in chief is ence by 1 his 
office, and preſides ſolely in that high department, which is 
adminiſtered with great form and ſolemnity. He is alſo the. 

ſole ordinary for the probate of wills and granting letters of 
adminiſtration. From the firſt of theſe offices, he derives: 
extenſive authority, and from the latter con ſiderable emolu- 


ment *. 


As 


(e) The LY and mw ariſing annually from the government of. 
Jamaica may, I think, be Rated nearly as follows, viz. 


Fees in Chancery — . 5 125 
3 Fees 
1D c 5 7 2 pol Sy mY q 
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fair volumes. In this office all deeds, wills, fales, and patents, 
muſt be regiſtered. It is likewiſe required that all perſons (after 
fix weeks reſidence) intending to depart this iſland, do affix their 


\% 
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As appendages of the ſupreme court, the ſeverat great © HAP.. 


Wees, viz. the office of enrollments, or ſecretary of the iſland, 
provoſt-marſhall-general, clerk of the court (or prothonotary, 


cuſtos-brevium, &c.) are held and ſituated in Spaniſh Town. 


The firſt is an office of record, in which the laws paſſed by 
the legiſlature are preſerved ; and copies of them entered into 


names in this office, twenty-one days before they are entitled 


f Bb 1 Brought over — 8185 
Fees of the Court of Ordinary A 


The aſſembly have purchaſed for the — < fan ebb FEE 
300 acres, called the Government Penn, and built an elegant villa 


| thereon. Likewiſe a polink or proviſion ſettlement in the mountains 
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(which is alſo provided with a comfortable manſion - houſe) and ſtocked 
both properties with 50 negroes, and a ſufficiency of cattle, ſheep, &c. - 


From theſe places (which are excluſive of the king's houſe in 


Spaniſh Town) the governor is, or ought to be, ſupplied with hay and - 


corn, mutton, milk, poultry, and proviſions for his domeſtics, . N 
. ERAS La +] 12 | 1,000 


— 


Total i in currency I. 8,550 
Being equal to L. 6, 100 Rerling 3 and this is altogether excluſive of fees 
received by his private ſecretary for militia commiſſions, &c. &c. &c. which 
are not eaſily aſcertained. It is ſuppoſed alſo that money has ſometimes been 
made by the ſale of church livings ; unn IE: OR by 


eſcheats. g 


NM. B. A governor of Jamaica may live very honourably for C. 32000 ſterling 


per annum. 
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to receive a ticket or * to enable them to leave the | 
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K country. In order to enforce this regulation, maſters of veſ- 
ſels are obliged, at the time of entry, to give ſecurity in the 
©" ſum of L. 1,000 not to carry off the iſland any perſon with- 
out ſuch ticket or let-paſs. Truſtees, attornies and guardians: 
of orphans, are required to record annually in this office ac- 
counts of the produce of eſtates in their charge ; and, by a 
a | | late act, mortgagees in poſſeſſion are obliged to regiſter not 
INES only accounts of the crops of each year, but alſo annual ac 
N c.̃.ounts current of their receipts and payments. Tranſcripts of 
deeds, &c. from the office, properly certified, are evidences in 
any court of law, and all deeds muſt be enrolled within three 
| months after date, or they are declared to be void as againſt any: 
other deed proved and regiſtered within the time limited; but. 
if no ſecond deed is on record, then the fame are valid, though 
regiſtered after the three months. It is preſumed that the: 
profits of this office, which is held by patent from the crown, 
and exerciſod by ne exceed 4 6,000. . per 
annum. 


Tun bre een ed is an officer of high rank and 
great authority.— The name denotes a military origin, and. 
doubtleſs the office was firſt inſtituted in this iſland. before the 

introduction of civil government, and. continued afterwards 
through neceſſity. It is now held by patent from the crown, 
Which is uſually granted for two lives, and the patentee is 

FE permitted to act by deputy, who. is commonly the higheſt bid- 

der. The powers and authorities annexed to this office are 

various: the acting officer is in fact high ſheriff of the whole 
iſKand during his continuance in — and permitted to 
| nominate. 
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legal receipts have been known to exceed L. 7,000 ſterling per 
annum, and it is. ſuppoſed that. ſome of his 2 make 
nearly as much. 


Tux office of clerk of the ſupreme court is likewiſe held: 


by patent and exerciſed by deputation. Evidence was given. 


to the houſe of aſſembly ſome years ago, that its annual value 
at that time exceeded L. 9,000 currency. Of . 1 believe 
it is conſiderably diminiſhed. 


© Or the . great lucrative offices, the e are thoſe 
of the regiſter in chancery, receiver general and treaſurer of the 


iſland, naval officer, and collector of the cuſtoms for the port. 


of Kingſton. All All theſe appointments, whether held by patent 
or commiſſion, are likewiſe fu ppoſed to afford conſiderable 
emolument to perſons reſiding in Great Britain. It is com- 


puted on. the whole, that not leſs than L. 30,000 ſterling. 


is remitted annually, by the deputies in office within the iſland, 
fo their principals 1 in the mother 8 


Taz legiſlature of n is compoſed of the captain- 
general or commander in chief, of a council nominated by the 


erown, conſiſting of twelve gentlemen, and a houſe of aſſembly 
containing forty- three members, who are elected by the free 
holders, viz. three for the ſeveral towns and pariſhes of St. Jago- 
de-la-Vega, Kingſton, and Port Royal, and two for each of the 
other pariſhes. The qualification required in the elector, is a 
3 freehold 


nominate deputies under him for every purith or precivRt His CHAP. 


V. 
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BOOK freehold of ten pounds per annum in the pariſh where the | 
cklection is made; and in the repreſentative, a landed freehold of 
three hundred pounds per annum, in any part of the iſland, or a 

- perſonal eſtate of three thouſand pounds. In the proceedings 
of the general aſſembly they copy, as nearly as local circum- 
ſtances will admit, the legiſlature of Great Britain; and all 
their bills (thoſe of a private nature excepted) have the force 
of laws as ſoon as the governor's aſſent is obtained. The 
power of rejection however is ſtill reſerved in the crown; 


but until the royal 3 is ſignified, the laws are 
valid. 


dy 


LS 


Or the laws thus caſed, tis principal relate chiefly to regu- - 
lations of local policy, to which the law of England is not 
applicable, as the ſlave ſyſtem for inftance d); on which, and 

other caſes, the Engliſh laws being ſilent, the colonial legiſla- 

ture has made, and continues to make, ſuch proviſion therein, 
Ele as the exigencies of the colony are ſuppoſed to require; and on 

ä ſome occaſions, where the principle of the Engliſh law has 
3 been adopted, it has been found | necellary to alter and modify its 

of ” | proviſions, ſo as to adapt them to circumſtances and fituation. 

ILkubus, in the mode of ſetting out emblements, the practice of 


(a) Thus the evidence of a ſlave is not admiſfible againſt a white perſon. 
Again, although by a very early law of this iſland, ſlaves are conſidered as inhe- 
ritance, and are accordingly ſubject to the incidents of real property (for as 
they go to the heir, fo may the widow bave dower of them, and the ſurviving 

| huſband be tenant by courteſy ; and this holds equally whether ſlaves are poſſeſſed 
in groſs, or belong to a plantation) yet in reſpe& of debts, ſlaves are conſidered 
As chattels, and the executor is bound to inventory them like other chat- 
tels. 


fine 
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fine and recovery, the caſe of inſolvent debtors, the repair of CHAP: 

the public roads, the maintenance of the clergy, and the relief _ V. Ky 
——— 

of the poor, very great deviations from the practice of the 

mother country have been found indiſpenſably requiſite. 


Tux revenues of this iſland may be divided into two 
branches; the one perpetual, by an act of the year 1728, called 
the revenue law, of the origin of which I have already ſpoken, 
and of which the quit- rents conſtitute a part; the other annual, 
by grants of the legiſlature. The revenue Jaw may raife about 
L. 12, ooo per annum, of which /. 8,000 is particularly appro- 
priated, as I have elſewhere obſerved, and the ſurplus i is appli- 
cable to the contingent expences of government, in aid of the 
annual funds. The governor receives C. 2,500 per annum out 
of the L. 8,000 fund. A further falary of . 2,500 is ſettled. 
 . upon him during his reſidence in the iſland by a ſpecial act 
of the legiſlature, paſſed the beginning of his adminiſtration, and 
is made. payable out of ſome one of the annual funds provided 
by the afſembly. Theſe at this time may amount to £.70,000,- 
of which about L. 40, ooo is a proviſion for granting an addi- 
tional pay to the officers and ſoldiers of his majeſty's forces 
ſtationed for the protection of the iſland. Every commiſſioned 
officer being entitled to 20s. per week, and every private to 55.: 
An allowance is alſo made to the wives and children of the ſol- 
diers; which with the Britiſh pay enables them to live much more 
comfortably than the king's troops generally do in Europe. 


THe uſual ways and means. adopted. for raiſing the above 
taxes ms; firſt, a any of 205. per head on all negroes 
unported z; 
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imported; ſecondly, a duty on all rum and other ſpirits retailed | 
and conſumed within the iſland ; thirdly, the deficiency law: 
an act which was intended originally to oblige all proprietors 
of ſlaves to keep one white perſon for every thirty blacks ; but 
the penalty, which is ſometimes £.13, at other times £.26 
per annum, for each white perſon deficient of the number 
required, is become ſo productive a ſource of revenue, that 
the bill is now conſidered as one of the annual ſupply bills : 
fourthly, a poll tax on all ſlaves, and ſtock, and a rate on 
rents and wheel-carriages. Beſides theſe, occaſional tax bills 
are paſſed by the legiſlature, as neceſſity may require. I have 
ſubjoined in a note the eſtimate of the contingent charges of 
the government of this iſland on the annual funds for the 
year 1788, and of the ways and means for the payment 
3 7 | 4 
ab} 15-6 but] Tur 
60 Eftimate of ay ordinary Com riot Cnancrs of the Government of 
F4 MAICA on the W the year 1788, viz. 
> 4 3 8 Governor's additional ſalar = = +. 


Subſiſtence of the Troops, and Hoſpital expences A41,300 — — 
—_ | Salaries to Officers of the Aſſembly, * 2,300 == == 
| | | Clerk of the Grand Court ES | = \ ä 100 — — 
= | Clerk of the Crown - - = 100 — — 
Clerk to the Commiſſioners of Forts DE. - 5 « — — 
Surveyor to the Bath —- = —Y - 2000 — 
5 Port Officers and Waiters s 11 „ 
Maroon Negro Parties - | 3,000 == ms 
| Superintendants reſiding in the Maroon Avis 1,300 — — 
To the Engineer and Captain of different Forts, F,000 — = 
For the Support of the Botanic Garden - 280 — — 
Salary to the Agent | 696 - - 420 — — 
Carried over £.52,250 =— == 
To 
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Taz current coins are Portugal pieces of gold, PE CHAP, 
half-johannes, valued in England at 36s. each; theſe paſs 
here, if of full weight, at 5 5. Spaniſh gold coins current 
here, are, doubloons at £.5. 5s. each, and piſtoles at 26s. 3 d. 
Silver coins are Spaniſh milled dollars at 6s. 8d. and ſo in 
proportion for the ſmaller parts of this coin; the loweſt coin . 
W e "IO SEES e 


25 To the Offer ofthe Trop for Ea Lodgings 1 
Supplying the Forts with Water 9 8 1, o89 
To the Kingſton Hoſpital . Nass 432 . 
gundry Demands on the Public for OR Fees, Medi- 1 55 
„„ e otro chat | K La 
Charges of Collecting; vis. Collecting Conftable's and 9 
[Receiver Ga Commilion, Bel, . 25 —— 
V en 6 e 
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[ Ti 


. n 13. 9. 


Wars and Mzans. 


Deduct for prompe Payment x0 per cent. 13,600 — | 
* aan — a 


2 The overplus was applied cards dichargng the Public Debe, which 
was eſtimated at C. 180,000 currency. 


n Gg | paſſes 
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BOOK paſſes for 32 s. 6d. This, however, is conſiderably Wore 
IL than the uſuul rate of exchange, by which ow 100 "Rn: 
gives K. 140 curreney. 3 * 5 5 


"FroM the fituation of this i0and amid e 15 envious 
rg and the vaſt diſproportion between the number of 
white inhabitants and the ſlaves, it may be ſuppoſed that the 
maintenance of a powerful and well-diſciplined militia is among 

the firſt objects of the policy of the legiſlature ; and accordingly 
all perſons from fifteen to ſixty years of age are obliged by law: 
d enliſt themſelves either in the horſe ar foot, and to. provide 
at their cen expence the neceſſary accoutrements ; but this: 
law, I doubt, is not very rigidly enforced, as the whole militia, 
5 which is compoſed of three regiments of horſe and fourteen. 
5 regiments of foot, does not. confift I. conceive of more than, 
7000 effective troops; neither do the uſual employments and. 
habits of life, either of the officers or privates, conduce very 
| much. to military ſubordination. —However, in times of actual 
danger, whether from the revolt of ſlaves, or the probability 
of invaſion, no troops in the world could have ſhewn greater 
promptitude or alacrity in ſervice, than has been diſplayed by; 
the militia of Jamaica. In ſuch emergencies, the com- 
mander in chief, with the advice and conſent of a general 
council of war, - (in- which the members, of the aſſembly 


have voices) may proclaim martial law. His power is then 
dictatorial; and all perſons. are bu to N articles of 


— 


FrRoM: | 


(Y Soon after the above was written (the Author being at that time 9 
_ the lieutenant governor, by the advice of a council of war, ** — 
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a a family as an incumbrance. Marriage therefore, being held in 
but little eſtimation, the white women and children do not 
bear the ſame proportion to the males, as in European climates. 

From theſe, and other cauſes, I have found it difficult to aſcer- 
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country, it is uſual with political writers to eſtimate the inha- 
1 but their rule of calculation does not apply 


to Jamaica, where the bulk of the people conſiſts of men 
without families. Europeans who come to this iſland have 


ſeldom an idea of ſettling here for life, Their aim is gene- 


rally to acquire fortunes to enable them to fit down comfortably 


in their native country ; and, in tho meanwhile, they conſider 


tain with preciſion” the number of the white inhabitants. 
1 have been informed that a late intelligent chief governor 


| (General Campbell) computed them, after diligent reſearch, 
at 25,000; and I am induced to believe, from more than one 
mode of calculation, that General Campbell's eſtimate was 


law. This was in December, 179 and it aroſe from a notion very generally 
prevalent in the iſland, that conſpiracies and projects of rebellion were afloat 
among the negroes, in conſequence of the diſturbances in St. Domingo. This 
apprehenſion induced a very ftri obſervance of the militia laws; and the fol- 
| lowing was the return of the Cm al 40 head quarters os the 13th 


of January, 1792. X 
Totahk. - 


County of Surry : 336 c 25,141 n 2477 : 
Madden 375 —— 2,647 ——— 23,022 
Cornwall 368 — 2,305 — 2,673 


— 


Eſfectives 8.17 


Free n men of colour included; their number was 1889. The Ma- 


roons are 6 
G g 2 | ncar 


/ 


2 OAT FE 5 5 Hy 


f 


227 
bee e ee «fas able to bear arms in any CHAP. 


V. 


4 
18 


4 "ve 


7 


F x 


r 
9 


* 


£1 _ " 


. b 
3 


HISTORY OP THE 


near the truth. This computation” was made in 1780, ſince 
which time I am of opinion, from the many loyal Americans 
who have fixed themſelves: in. Jamaica, and other cauſes, 
this number is conſiderably increaſed. Including the troops 
and ſea-faring people, the white population may, I think, * 
fixed at 30, ooo. 


Tx freed negroes and. people of colour are computed, in | 


a report of a committee of the houſe of aſſembly of the 12th_ 


of November, 1788, at 500 in each pariſh, on an average af 
the whole ; which makes 1 0,000, excluſive of the black 


people called Maroons, who.enjoy a limited degree of freedom 
by treaty. Theſe, by the. laſt returns that J have ns amount 
to about e 2 


* | - 


0 negroes in a ſtate of ſlavery i in this iſland, the nds num 
der i in December, 1787, as aſcertained. on oath in the rolls from. 
which the poll-tax is levied, was 2 10, 894; and as it may anſwer 


more uſeful. purpoſes hereafter than the mere gratification af 


curioſity, I ſhall diſtinguiſh the numbers in each "Os 
which 1 are the win 82 


(8) It is generally ſppoled, and has VER very confidently ** that theſe 
people have decreaſed; but the fact is otherwiſe. The miſtake has ariſen from 
the circumſtance that ſome of their towns have been deſerted ; which is indeed 


true, but the cauſe has been, that the negroes have only removed from one town. 


to another. It is ſufficiently known that they are the deſcendants of negroes 
formerly in rebellion, with whom, in the years 1738 and 1739, Governor 
Trelawney entered into treaty, which the Aſſembly confirmed, and granted them 


* 
+2 


| HO 
* 8 788 e Wo 8 


* a _ 
RT TRY xD 


freedom under certain limitations. The number that ſurrendered was under 

600. In the year 1770 they conſiſted of 885 men, women, and children. 

In the year 1773 they were 1028; and they were increaſed in 1788 to 1333. 
En, © 
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St. Catherine 


WES T 
St. Dorothy 


. 
St. Thomas 3 in- the Vale 


St. Mary a 


Kingſton 


St. Andrew e 


St. David . 


St. Thomas in the Eaſt 
Portlanjd— 


St, George 


St. Elizabeth -—  — - 
Hanover — 
St. James © | — 


INDIES. ' 


| 3,129 * 
5,5394 


7745 9 - 


_ . 


17.144 


N 13,324 
6, 162 
9561 3 Mo 
2,881 
20,492 
4,537 
$050 
13.280 


17,612 
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Trelawney.” — 

Port- Royal a | 
Weſtmoreland — 
Clarendon (  — 


109,318 
2, 229 
16,700 
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Tra appears, wn from the report of a committee of the 
aſſembly above cited, that in moſt of the pariſhes it is cuſ- 
tomary to exempt perſons not having more than fix negroes, 
from the payment of taxes on flaves, whereby many of the 
negroes (eſpecially in. the towns (%) are not given in to the 


(b) In Kingſton, for inſtance, the real number is 16,659, inſtead of 6,162, the 
number-on the tax rolls. On an average of the whole number of pariſhes, the | - 
negroes not given in or returned may be reckoned at one ſeventh part of 
© 72 different . 
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full number of ſlaves, which, in the opinion of the committee, 
were at that time 249,000, at the leaſt; and there is not a 


ſhipping and the number of ſeamen to which it gives employ- 


of Great Britain, of the number of veſſels of all kinds, their 
regiſtered tonnage and number of men, which cleared from 


BD. N . 
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different veſtries, e e great many others are 
fraudulendy doncealed ; thus the tax rolls do not contain the 


doubt that upwards of 10,000 have been left in the country 
from the importations of the laſt two years, excluſive of 
decreaſe. The whole number of inhabitants therefore, of all 
complexions and conditions, _ be ſtated as follows : 


Whites 3 30, ooo 
Freed negroes, 111 people of iter 10,000 
EFT 


Negro ſla ves | — — 250,000 


„— 


— — 


Total | i: 291,400 
Tur trade of this iſland will beſt appear by the quantity of 


ment, and the nature and quantity of its exports. The follow- 
ing is an account, from the books of the Inſpector General 


the ſeveral ports of entry in Jamaica in the n. exclufive 
of coaſting floops, wherries, &c. viz. 


For 
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For Great Britain mth 
Ireland BEES of 


American States 


Number 
of Veſſels. Tonnage. 


— 242 63,471 
» ' : 
— 133 13,041 


Britiſh American Colonies 66 6, 133 
F —__ Weſt Indies 22 13,903 


Africa = „ 


* 


_ 
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Tr 1 however, be 


gated by 8,845 men. 


Tux exports for the fame. year are gien on che fame. 


authority, as follows: 


e that as many of the veſſels- 
clearing for America and the foreign Weſt Indies make two» 
er more voyages in the year, it is uſual, in computing the real. 
number of thoſe veſſels, their tonnage and men, to deduct 
one third from the official numbers. With this correction the 
total to all parts is 400. veſſels, containing 78,862. tons, navi— 
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Bor it muſt be noted, that a conſiderable part of the cotton, C H A P, = 
tobacco, mahogany, dye- and miſcellaneous YV- I 
articles, included in the preceding account, is the produce Bon. 116 2 

| of the foreign Welt Indies im into Jamaica, —_—ckrrc-; | 
under the, free-port law, and partly in u ii Bd. vel 
employed in a contraband traffic with the Spaniſh American — 58 
territories, payment of which is made chiefly in Britiſh manu- r 
factures and negroes; and conſiderable quantities of bullion, _ _ 
obtained by the ſame-means,. are annually remitted to Great 3 
** 
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From the Britiſh Colonies. in America (including * 20,000 
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IMPORTS INTO JAMATCA. 


: 7” 5. 1 -&. | 14 5 4 : 4 85 4. 45 
Britiſh manufaBtures -- 6866 F 
Foreign werchindize | ng . yy 1 ; 


From Cane: . 
direct, according 
to a return of the 


= | 758,992. 5 + 
for 1789 = <- hae 

From Ireland, 1 allow a 1 he whole n . 3 . 
Britiſh Weſt Indies, conſiſting of manufactures and ſalted | n 


proviſions to the amount of C. + 350,000 ' = 22 —— 


From Africa, 5,345 negroes (i), at C. 46 fefhing exch=(This 7 N b. 
is wholly a Britiſh trade carried on in ſhips from England) 21 31 — 


4 


quintals of falted cod from Newfoundlandꝰ "Rf" 30,000 - * — 


From the United States, Indian corn, wheat 12 rice, wg 


lumber, ſtayes, &c. imported in Britiſh ſhips — : 90,080 —" = 


From Madeira and Teneriffe, in ſhips trading circuitouſly from 


Great Britain, 500 pipes of wine (excluſive of wines for | 

re- exportation) at /. 30 ſterling the pipe „ 15,00 n 
From the Foreign Weſt Indies, under the free - port law, =. | 
calculated on an average of three years (kt). N © 150,000 — — 


— 


5 Total 5 6 1,432,738 5 4 


4 
— 


| (i) Being an average of the whole number imported and retained in the iſland for t ten years, 1778 


ro 1787, as returned by the InſpeRor General. The import of the laſt three years is much greater. 
(*) From returns of the Inſpector General. The following are the particulars for the year 3787. 


Cotton Wool - 194,000 Ibs. 
Cacao - - — 647 50 Ibs. 
Cattle, viz. 8 

Aſſes - - 

Horſes - < = 135 
| Mules - - - 585 

Oxen - = - 2423 

Sheep = 2 

EARS N — 1,202 No. 

Dying Woods - '- _ 5,077 Tons. 
Gum Guiacum =« - 79 Barrels, 
Hides — 3 4.5 37 No. 
Indigo — = - 4-663 lbs. 
Mahogany - - 9993 Planks. 
Tortoiſe Shell - 655 lbs. 
Dollars - $3,850 No. 
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Some part of this eſtimate, "TEE? is not ſo perfect as C H AP. 


might be wiſhed ; inaſmuch as in the accounts made up at the 


inſpector general's office of goods exported from Great Britain, 


they reckon only the original coſt, whereas the Britiſh merchant 
being commonly the exporter, the whole of his profits, together 


with the freight, inſurance, and factotage commiſſions in the 


ifland, ſhould be taken into the account, becauſe the whole are 


comprized in one charge againſt the planter. On the Britiſh 


ſupply, therefore, I calculate that twenty per cent. ſhould 


be added for thoſe items; which makes the ſum total 


14. 1, 584.518. 145 * * . money. 


| ArTER al it i very poſſible that ** errors may bave crept 


centers in Great Britain; a concluſion which was well 
illuſtrated formerly by the lords commiſſioners for trade and 


FY exceſs of the exports, may e appears 
by the ſtatement which I have given; but this is a conſideration 
profit ariſing from the iu. 12 ultimately reſts and 


V. 


plantations, in a report made by them on the ſtate of the Britiſh 


ſugar colonies in the year 1734 ; an extract from which, as it 
ſerves likewiſe to point out the progreſs of this iſland during 
the laſt ** * I ſhall preſent en to the reader. 


- on Tun annual amount (ſay their — of our exports 
to Jamaica, at a medium of four years, from Chriſtmas 1728 to 


Chriſtmas 1732, as it ſtands W in the cuſtom-houſe 


books, appears to have been L 147,675. 2. 31. 
H h 2 | The 
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placed to the account of Negroes, and other goods, ſent to the 


lance in trade with other countries in ops.” 
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| The mediom of our imports /) from Ja= 


maica, in the fame year, is . 539.499. 155 ate | 
89 that the anna ex of or imports, | 


in that W is no els than - - 391 42 1 15. 11 111 


Bur it muſt not be 1 that this exceſs is a debt aw 0 
Great Britain to the iſland of Jamaica; a part of it muſt be 


Spaniſh Weſt Indies, the produce of which is returned to Eng- 


land by way of Jamaica; another part to the debt due to our 
African traders from the people of Jamaica, for the Negroes 


which are purchaſed and remain there for the ſervice of the 


iſland; a third proportion muſt be placed to the account .of 


our Northern Colonies on the continent of America, who dif- 


charge part of their balance with Great Britain by conſign- 
ments from Jamaica, ariſing from the Proviſions and lumber 
with which they ſupply that iſland ; the remaining part of the 


exceſs in our importations from this colony, is a profit made 
upon our trade, whether immediately from Great Britain, or 


by way of Africa ; and laſtly, it is a conſideration of great im- 


portance in the general trade of Great Britain, that part of the 
fugar, and other merchandize which we bring from Jamaica, 
1s re-exported from - hence, and helps to make Fe our ba- 


* 


HavinG mentioned the tte which is FE" on « bis 


this iſland and the Spaniſh territories in America, ſome account 


(1) The Cuſtom Houſe prices of goods imported, are conſiderably leſs than 


of 


the real or A 3 in general, about one — 
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Americans ſupplied the loſs by veſſels of their own, furniſhed - 
with ſeamen ſo well acquainted with the ſeveral creeks and 
bays, as enabled them to proſecute the contraband with facility 
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been formerly an intercourſe of vaſt extent, and highly ad- 


vantageous to Great Britain, having been ſuppoſed to give em- 
ployment, about the beginning of the preſent century, to 4,000 


tons of Engliſh ſhipping, and to create an annual vent of Bri- 
tiſh goods to een OI in value. 


American ſubjecks, by hi to as them: to , truſt 


ſolely to the mother · country, for almoſt every article of ne- 
ceſſary conſumption, at the very time that ſhe was incapable 
of ſupplying a fiftieth part of their wants, it is not ſurpriſing 
that they had recourſe, under all hazards, to n 
Europe which were able and willing to anſwer their demands. 
It was in vain, that the veſſels eee 5 ; 


Engliſh and others, were condemned to confiſcation, and the 
mariners to perpetual confinement and flavery ; the Spaniſh 


and advantage. Theſe veſſels received every poſſible encou- 
ragement in our iſlands ; contrary, it muſt be acknowledged, 


to the ſtrict letter of our acts of navigation; but the Britiſh 


government, aware that the Spaniards had little to import 


beſides bullion, but horned cattle, mules, and - horſes, (fo - 
neceſſary to the agriculture of the ſugar colonies) connived at 


the encouragement that was given them. The trade, how- 
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of it © rate ſtate, and of a avis which. deve! him CHAP. 
adopted by the Britiſh parliament to give it ſupport, may not V. 5 
be unacceptable to my readers. It is ſufficiently known to have ai 
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BOOK a Ar wot tie.. Since the year 
1748, a wiſer and more liberal policy towards its American 
>” _ dominions, ſeems to have -aQuated the court of Madrid; and 
the elgnnr of the ancient regulations has been relaxed. Ne- 
vertheleſs, the intercourſe with this iſland, in Spaniſh veſſels, 


was ſtill very conſiderable fo late as the year 1764. About 
that period, directions were iſſued by the Engliſh miniſtry to 
enforce the laws of navigation with the utmoſt ſtrictneſs; and 
cuſtom-houſe commiſſions were given to the captains of our 
men of war, with orders to ſeize all foreign veſſels, without 
f diſtinction, that ſhould be found in the ports of our Weſt In- 
| dan iſlands; a meaſure which in truth was converting our 


navy into guarda-coſtas, for the king of Spain. In conſe- 
quence of theſe proceedings, the Spaniards, as might have been 
expected, were deterred from coming near us, and the exports 
from Great Britain to Jamaica alone in the year TOM — 
of the year 1763, L. 168,000 ore 


"ii wISER miniſtry ee to * the miſchief,. by 
giving orders for the admiſſion of Spaniſh veſſels as uſual ; but 
. the ſubject matter being canvaſſed in the Britiſh parliament, 
| the nature and intent of thoſe orders were ſo fully explained, 
that the Spaniſh court, grown wiſe from experience, took the 
alarm, and immediately adopted a meaſure, equally prompt and 
prudent, for counteracting them. This was, the laying open 
the trade to the iſlands of Trinidad, Porto- Rico, Hiſpaniola, and 
Cuba, to every province in "Ou and permitting ”_m of all 
kinds 
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Thus the | temptation to an illicit commerce with 


— nations, being in a great meaſure removed, ., there 
was en „5 
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of Britt Adee e, E 
have revived” to a certain degree, if the Britiſh miniſtry of 
1765, after giving orders for the admiſſion! of Spaniſh veſſels 
into our ports in the Welt Indies, had proceeded no further. 
But, in- che following year; they obtained an att of : parliament - 
for opening the ports ef fargaica and Dominica, to all foreign 
veſſels ofa certain deſcription. The motives. which influenced 
che framers of this law, were undoubtedly laudable ; they juſtly 
conſidered the recovery of the Spaniſh trade as a matter of the 
utmoſt conſequence, and concluded that the traders would na- 
rarally prefer thoſe ports ii which their ſafety was founded 
on law, to places where their preſervation depended only on 
the precarious tenure of connivance and favour. Other oſten- 
ſible reaſons were aſſigned in ſupport of the meaſure ; but the 
jealouſy of Spain was awakened, and the endeavours of the 
Britiſh parliament on this occafion, ſerved only to encreaſe the 
evil which was meant to be redreſſed. By an unfortunate 
overſight, the collectors at the ſeveral Britiſh free · ports were 
inſtructed to keep regular accounts of the entry of all foreign 
veſſels, and of the bullion which they imported, together with 
the names of the commanders. Theſe accounts having been 
-tranſmitted to the commiſſioners of the cuſtoms in England, 
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BOOK copies of them were,” by - one) means, procureil by the 
, court of Spain, and the abſolute deſtrustion of many of the 
- _ | Poor people who had been concerned in tranſporting. bullion ; 
mio our iflands, was the conſequent.” This intelligence I | 
received ſoon afterwards (having at that time the direc- 
Ir tion of the cuſtom-houſe in Jamaica) from a very reſpectable 
| | Spaniſh merchant, who producec to me ace Fon - 
gena, containing a recital of the fact, accom icd with many 
ſhocking circumſtances of unrelenting ſev ri ooo the Spaniſh. 
Lee Information of this being tranſmitted to the 
tiſh miniſtry, the former inſtruftions were revoked, . but the 
3 came too late for what elſe could be expe⸗ than 
that the Spaniards would naturally ſhun all intercourſe, with a 
whom neither the ſafety of their friends, nor their own 
OO Ie We FO e ee ee g 


Om... eee eee e . eee <a " 
Tux ide Ude, FREE which now ſabäfts with 4 
ſubjects of Spain i in America, is chiefly carried on by mall veſ- 


ſels from Jamaica, which contrive to eſcape the vigilance of 
the guarda-coftas. But although, with regard to the revival 
of this particular branch of commerce, I am of opinion, that 
the free- port law has not ſo fully anſwered the expectation of 
its framers, as might have been wiſhed ; its proviſions, in other 
reſpects, have been very beneficial.. It has been urged againſt. 
It, that it gives occaſion to the introduction of French wines, 
brandies, ſoap, cambrics, and other prohibited articles from 
Hiſpaniola ; and there is no doubt that ſmall veſſels from 
thence frequently claim the benefit of the free ports, after hav- 


ing 
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iſland, where no cuſtom-houſes are eſtabliſhed, large quantities of 
brandy, to. the great prejudice of the rum market; and other 
contraband goods. It may be urged too, that the permiſſion gi- 


foreign iſlands, is hurtful to the growers of the fame commodities 


in Jamaica. All this is admitted; but, on the other hand, con- 
| fidering the revenues and commerce of the empire at large, as 
objects of ſuperior concern to local intereſts, it cannot be de- 

nied, that the woollen and cotton manufactories of Great 

Britain are of too great importance not to be ſupplied with 

the valuable materials of indigo and cotton-wool, on the eaſieſt 
and cheapeſt terms poſſible. The quantities of theſe articles, 
as well as of woods for the dyer, imported in foreign bottoms. 
into the free-ports, are very conſiderable. - 
thoroughly inveſtigated by the Britiſh Houſe of Commons in 
1774 (when the act would have expired); and it being given 
in evidence that thirty thouſand people about Mancheſter were 
employed in the velvet manufactory, for which the St. Domingo 
Cotton was beſt adapted; and that both French cotton and in- 
diigo had been imported from Jamaica at leaſt thirty per cent. 
cheaper than the ſame could have been procured at through 
France the Houſe, diſregarding all colonial oppoſition, came to 

a reſolution, that the continuance of free-ports in Jamaica 8 


— 


ven by the act to the importation of certain of the products of the 


This ſubject was 


« would be highly beneficial to the trade and manufactures 


of the kingdom.” The act was thereupon renewed, we 
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HISTORY OF THE 
defence of the eſtabliſhment of free-ports in Jamaica, was found- 


ed on the idea that thoſe ports would become the great mart for 


ſupplying foreigners with negroes. It was faid, that in order 


to have negroes plenty in our own iſlands, every encourage- 


ment muſt be thrown out to the African merchant, to induce 
him to augment his importations, and that no encouragement 


was ſo great as that of an opportunity of ſelling part of them 


to foreigners for ready money; a temptation, it was urged, | 


which would be, as it heretofore had been, the means that a 


number would be imported ſufficient both for the planter's uſe 
and for the foreign demand; and it was added, that at all 


events the French would deal with us, if the 8 paniards would | 


not. 


— 4 


Wurrurz it be a wiſe and politic meaſure at any time to 


permit Britiſh ſubjects to ſupply foreigners with African la- 
bourers, is a queſtion that may admit of diſpute. I mean, at 


preſent, to confine myſelf*only to a recital of facts; and it is 


certain that the very great demand for negroes in the Ceded 


E Iſlands, for - ſome years after the act firſt took place, affected 
the Jamaica import in a high degree; and in 1773, a cir- 


cumſtance occurred which was thought to render a renewal 
of the free-port law a meaſure of indiſpenſable neceſſity. 


In that year the Spaniſh Aſſiento Company at Porto-Rico 


obtained permiſſion to remove their principal factory to the 
Havanna, and to purchaſe ſlaves in any of the neighbour- 
ing iſlands, tranſporting them to their own ſettlements in Spa- 


niſh veſſels. It was eaſily foreſeen, that Jamaica, from its vi- 


cinity to the chief colonies of Spain, in which negroes were 
ES „ , —_pW 
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moſt wa would engage 2. preference * Cnar. 


chaſers ; wherefore, that encouragement might not be wanting, 


the Britiſh parliament not only renewed the free-port law. 


but alſo took off the duty of thirty ſhillings. ſterling a head, 
which, in the former act, was exacted on the exportation of 
negroes, and laid only a duty of two ſhillings and ſix-pence, in 
lieu of it. The reſult was—that the import. for the next 
ten years, exceeded that of the ten years preceding; by no leſs 
than 22,213 negroes: and the export ſurpaſſed that of the 
former period, to the number of 5,952. Such part, therefore, 
of this encreaſed export, as went to the ſupply of the Spaniſh 
colonies, we may attribute to the free-port law; for it is 
probable, from the circumſtances ſtated, that the ancient con- 

traband ſyſtem is nearly at an end. In like manner it may be 

ſaid of the importation of foreign indigo and cotton, that if it 

be not made in foreign veſſels, it will ceaſe altogether; and 
thus, inſtead of infringing the navigation act, as ſome perſons 
contend, the meaſure of opening the ports is ſtrictly conſonant 
to the ſpirit of that celebrated law ; for, by furniſhing an aug- 
mentation of freights to Great Britain, it tends ultimately to 
the encreaſe of our "Sipping. 


Havineo now, to the beſt of my judgment and knowledge, 

furniſhed my readers with ſuch particulars as may enable them 
to form a tolerably correct idea of the preſent trade and pro- 
ductions of Jamaica, I ſhall conclude with a. conciſe diſplay 
of its progreſs in cultivation at different periods, for a century 
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HISTORY OF THE 


By a letter, dated March the 29th, 1673, from the then 
governor, Sir Thomas Lynch, to Lord Arlington, the Secre- 


tary of State, it appears, that the iſland at that time contained 


7,768 - whites, and 9, 504 negroes; its chief productions were 


cacao, indigo, and hides. © The weather (obſerves the go- 
-vernor) has been ſeaſonable, and the ſucceſs in planting mi- 
raculous. Major General Banniſter is not now very well, but 

by the next, he ſends your. lordſhip a pot of ſugar, and writes you - 
its flory.” It would ſeem from hence, that the cultivation of 
ſugar was then but juſt entered upon, and that Blome, who 
aſſerts there were ſeventy ſugar-works in 1670, was miſin- 
formed. $0 late as the year 1722, the iſland made only eleven 
. * of — of * hundred n 


Pn that time I his no ente account until the year 
1734, when the iſland contained 7, 644 whites u, 86, 546 | 


negroes, and 76,011 head of cattle. The value of the im- 


ports from this iſland to Great Britain, about this period, were 


ſtated (as we have ſeen) by the Commiſſioners of Trade, at 


1. 539,499. 18. 31 ſterling. Of the particulars I have no 


2 account. In the year 1739 the * of ſugar was 33,185 


v4 
» G i 
* 
/ . G . 
4 IT." ” a .% 
* o a. 4 * * 8 
AY 2 ON * 1 


hogſheads. 


In 1744. che ui were 9,640 whites, 112 428 negroes, 


and $8,036 head of cattle. The exports at this period, were 


_— about 35-000 Hogſheads of ſugar, and 10,000 pun- 


7 m) The delete of the decreaſe of the white inbabicants for the firſt 


ſixty years, may appear ſtrange. It was owing, without doubt, to the decline of 


the privateering trade, which gave full employment to the firſt adventurers. 
cheons 
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cheons * rum, excluſive of ſmaller articles. * whole c WF . -. 
3 600, 0 fterlin oe 
81 . . . N 
In ak the whites, were e to hw ng. 17000. Y 
The number of negroes on the tax rolls were 166,914, and the 
cattle 135,773 head. The exports (the value of which could $ 
not be leſs at that time than a Mo were theſe : 
| . Exroxrs FROM Janaica, 1768. 3 
; N N Hhds. of Pun* of | Bags of Bags of ! 
3 Hi Sugar, of| Rum, of | Pimento, | Ginger, 
EP | 4 | 16 ct. 110 gal. of ioo lbs. ſof 70 Ibs. Ibs. 
8 32333 dee eee — —_— 
To Great Britain and Ireland 25 11,127] 13,1 16] 2,551] 2, 211] 1,491 4,035 
To — America Tm” — 44 738] 6200] 252] 2,712] — 
Total = 13,854] 3,171 I 
5 PAs his | 
{ continued.) N 755 
% by Tom of | Tow TOY | n na- 
|. Feetof Tig. | Nie. Se | | Pin 
Mabogany. | Vir. Wood and] Melaſſes, | Hides. | vos 4 
AE Ebony. | 1 8 
To Great Britain and Heland 443,920] 120 26 — | — | Value | 
| To North America — — 424,080] — — 201,960] 2, 287 unknown. 
Jen 21 $68,000 120 26 | 201,960 | 2,287 DIM | 
3 7-0 | „3 „ 


Ee 
_ 95 
17 3 


—— * 
OO «53s 
* 


by * 


CULTIVATION, 


BOOK 
I. 


from the books of office, kept within the iſland. 


| Exrokrs FROM JAMAICA, 1774. 


H 1 STORY OF THE 


CULTIVATION, in all parts of Jamaica, was now making 
a great and rapid progreſs. In 1774, the exports were conſi- 
derably encreaſed: The following account of them is extracted 


— 


To Great Britain 11 Ireland 


Bags of 
Ginger, 


A of 


of 70 lbs. 


Pimento, 


437 


1 


7 
2,348 
$7 9 


| n e 


To North America — wa} 
Total .— 
continued.) 


To Great Britain and Ircland 
ST America 
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current, including the fame allowance for miſcellaneous articles 
of which no preciſe account can be obtained as was allowed by 
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Tur amount of the ſum total, according to the prices CHAP. 


the Inſpector General for the year 1787, wh be — ſtated 
at two millions of pounds 


bor nen hat naw Wa alata a - 


ſperity u); for early in the following year, the fatal and unna- 
tural war which has terminated in the diſmemberment of the 
empire, began its deſtructive progreſs ; in the courſe of which, 


the blameleſs inhabitants of this and the reſt of the Britiſh 
ſugar iſlands, felt all its effects without having merited the 


ſlighteſt imputation on their conduct. Their ſources of ſupply 
for plantation neceſſaries were cut off, and protection at ſea, if 
not denied, was not given; ſo that this produce was ſeized in 
its way to Great Britain, and confiſcated without interruption 


or mercy. To fill up the meaſure of their calamities, the an- 


ger of the Almighty was kindled againſt them ;—no leſs than 
five deſtructive hurricanes in the ſpace of ſeven years, ſpread - 
ruin and deſolation throughout every iſland ! The laft of theſe 
terrible viſitations in Jamaica, happened in 1786. Since that 


( n) The greateſt i improvement which Jamaica has manifeſted ** 1774, has 


been in the encreafed number of its coffee plantations. In that year, the export 
of coffee, as we have ſeen, was 654,700 lbs. In 1980, the crop having been 
' ſhipped before the hurricane happened, the export was 735,392 lbs. For the 


three laſt years, of which I have any account, the export was as follows : 
: 1788 — 1,035,368 Ibs. 
* 1789 — 1,493,282 


1790 — 1,783,740 
I have obtained this account from the books of the naval officer kept in the 


iſland, 5 
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B I 4 K time, W the: fenden have been favourable; and the crops 


of 1788, 1789 and 1790, were confiderable. May the inhabi- 
tants be thankful that it has thus pleaſed the Divine Providence 
to remember mercy in judgment; and may paſt misfortunes 
teach them thoſe leſſons of fortitude, frugality, and foreſight, - 

which always alleviate affliction s, and ſometimes even convert 


them into — 


rann now remains but to ſtate the value of this land. 5 
confdered as Britiſ property; of which the eſtimate i is formed 


as follows :—250,000 negroes, at fifty pounds ſterling each, 
make twelve millions and a half; the landed and perſonal pro- 


perty to which theſe ne groes are appurtenant {including the 
buildings) are very fairly and moderately reckoned at double 
the value of the ſlaves themſelves ; making twenty-five millions 


in addition to the twelve million five hundred thouſand pounds 
J have ſtated before; and, in further addition, the houſes and 


preperty in the towns, and the veſſels employed in the trade, 
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are valued at one million five hundred thouſand pounds more; 
— in the 2 to e millions of * 
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Iſland of JAMAICA, and the N ORO SLAvxs thereon, on 
_the 28th March, 1789, diſtinguiſhing the ſeveral Pariſhes, 
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Total in the County of Cornwall - - 307 67,835 


Total in Jamaica 
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- commiand under a commiſſion from the lord Protector, was 
confirmed in that command by a commiſſion from king Charles, 


II. 


. rities as are contained in his commiſſion and the inſtructions 3 
annexed to it, and ſuch as ſhould. from time to time be given = 


to him by his majeſty, and according to ſuch good, juſt, and 
| reaſonable cuſtoms and conſtitutions as were exerciſed and 


HISTORY OF THE 


| NUM B ER * 


An Hiſtorical Account of the Conflitution of Famaica ; Soni up 
n 1764. for the information of bis Majeſty's Minifters, by his 
© Excellency William Henry 2 1 4 4 Y ray and 
| Commander i in Chief of that Hand. 


ment eſtabliſhed in the iſland of. Jamaica before the 
Reſtoration ; when Colonel D'Oyley, who had then the chief 


dated the 13th of February, 1661. 


Ir docs not appear that there was any form of civil govern- 


His commiſſion, which recites the king's. d 4 al 
protection and encouragement to the people of Jamaica, and 
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1 * _ * 4 2 4 
1 3 
= 4 


| LOT ES AT 


to provide for its ſecurity. and government, empowers 


him to execute his truſt according to ſuch powers and autho- 


ſettled in other colonies; or ſuch other as ſhould; upon mature 


advice and conſideration, be held neceſſary and proper for the 
good government and ſecurity of the iſland, provided th ey were 


not repugnant to the laws of England. 
It further empowers him to take unto him a council of twelve 


0 a) Created Lord Wee, of the Kingdom of — in TY | 
I * . 
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WEST INDIES «51 
perſons, 1 be eleffed by the people according to the manner pre- A PPEN. 
ſcribed in the inſtructions ; and, by che advice of any five or _ DIX. 
more of them, — — 3 
adminiſter oaths; to command all the military forces in the 
iſland, and put in force and execute martial law ; to grant 
commiſſions, with the advice of his council, for the finding out 
new trades; and to do and perform all other orders which 8 


anight conduce-t0 the good of che iſland. | The inſtructi 
conſiſt of fifteen article: — ee e 


En to be publihes, and the 
king proclaimed. 
The third regulates the manner. of. elefting the _ 
eleven of which to be choſen indifferently, by as many of the 
officers of the army, planters, and inhabitants, as could be 
conveniently admitted to ſuch election, either at one or more 
places; which faid perſons, with the ſecretary of the iſland, 
who was thereby appointed always to be one, were eſtabliſhed 
a council, to adviſe and aſſiſt the governor i in the execution of 
his truſt, and five were to be a quorum. 

The fourth and Gfth articles direct the taking the oaths, 
and ſettling judicatories for the civil affairs and affairs of the 
 admiralty, for the peace of the iſland, and determining 
The fixth directs the governor to diſcountenance vice and 
debauchery, and to encourage miniſters, that Chriſtianity and 
the proteſtant religion, according to the church of England, 
might bave due reverence and exerciſe amongſt them. 

The ſeventh directs the fortifications at Cagway to be com- 


K k 2 _ 5 


BOOK pleted, and empowers him * conepen ee 


HISTORY OF THE 


_—_— to work by turns. 
The eighth directs him to encourage the planters, and:t 
At be eels petting: and, by the ninth, he 
zs to cauſe an accurate ſurvey to be made of the iſland. 
BR 
regiſter of all plantations and the bounds thereof; and that all 
perſons ſhall be obliged to plant a EIT WIE 
within a limited time. 
The eleventh and twelfth dire& all encouragements to be 
given'to ſuch negroes and others as ſhall ſubmit to the govern- 
en deere, ee ON OP IP 
and forbid monopolizing. 
The thirteenth directs, that any veſſel which can be ſpared 
from the defence of the iſland, ſhall be employed in fetching 
ſiettlers from any other colonies, and that no foldiers be allowed | 
I without licence. 5 
The fourteenth relates to the keeping of the ftores and pro- 
viſions ſent to the iſland : and the fifteenth directs the governor 


to tranſmit, from time to time, a ſtate of the iſland, and all his 
UG" 


* 


In 1662, Lord Windſor was appointed governor of Jamaica, 
by commiſſion under the great ſeal; which, beſides ning 
the ſame powers as thoſe contained in Col. D'Oyley's com- 
miſſion, directs, that, in caſe of Lord Windfor's dying or 
leaving the ſand, the W ſhall devolye on the council, 


or 
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WES DIES. 
| of them. and appoints a filary of to thouſand APPEN- 
* bes, ac ee "YR. 


W 


His inſtructions conſiſt of twenty-two articles. The Erft : 1 
3 and che teen; ee 5 
© Rot h me be e git; Bs Aid, 
that no directions whatever, are given, either in the commiſſion, = 
which refers to the inſtructions, or the inſtructions themſelves, 6ÞÞþÞþ>”r — 
a5 10 120-006 reer BUT 8 | 
IT APPEARS) 'THAT- 'THE- - GOVERNOR [NAMED' "THEM BE 4, 


* 


TOAD | Las 4 NM am n ig as, 183 


* | : 
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for the ——— of the — iſles. 


The eighth directe encouragement. to be given to planters to 

remove to Jamaica f fro mm the other colonies. = A . 

The n inch dire&s 100,000 acres of land to be ſet apart in i _— 

each of the four quarters of the iſland as a royal demeſne, a ES 6-07 ro 
iter kept of all gate —_ 


confirmed unto them by grants under. the great ſeal, and ap- T3: 1 
points 50,000 acres of land to the governor, for his own uſe. | 8 8 ; 
The eleventh relates to the encouragement of an orthodox | 
miniſtry : and the twelfth eſtabliſhes a duty of five per cent. EE | | 
upon all exports after the expiration: of ſeven years. | 
"The thirteenth, fourteenth, fifteenth, and Sxwonch'aeticles 
contain general directions as to the liberty and freedom of trade 
4 . 
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HISTORY OF THE 


B OO K (except with the, Spaniards) aſſiſtance to the neighbouring 
TE; plantations, and the ſecurity of the iſland; by obliging planters, 
to reſide in bodies together, and in contiguous buildings. 
The ſeventeenth directs, that, as an encouragement. to men 
of ability. to g to the Aland, no offices ſhall be held by deputy; 
ee 4a ac 5 

- _ . Saints to grant royalties 
and manor, or edge © can li than fe bears 

' The ewenticth e ee che 
e call aſſemblies, to make laws, and, upon imminent 


necrſſity, to levy money ſuck laws to be . 
and no longer, unleſs approved of by che cn. fries 


I 


See + the proclamativn of the 1. 
 wohich the | ble of Jams 
9 5 much "+ Gt. 


Tas W was publiſhed by Lord Windſor upon 
his arrival; but nothing elſe material ariſes out of his ſhort ad- 
miniſtration worth notice, for he ſtaid but two months, and left 
the ifland, and the execution of his commiſſion; to Sir Charles 
Lyttleton, who had been appointed lieutenant-governor ; and 
ho governed with the advice of a council of twelve, appointed 
by himſelf, and called an aſſembly that made a body of laws, 
— which was one for raiſing a revenue. 

Nothing, however, which appears to be material, as to the 
dm of the conſtitution, occurred during his n. 
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which continued about twenty months; when he es; ſuper AP PEN. 
ſeded by the arrival of Sir Thomas Medyferd, Who was ap- DIX. 
pointed governor in chief by a commiſſion under the great feal,, 
which empowered him either to conſtitute, by his own au- 
thority, a priry- oouneil of twelve perſons, os to continue the | 
old ee alter, change, or augment. it 49 he — 
m es they did not extend te take — 
right or freehold, or the intereſt of any perſon in their rights 
or ftecholds, rr | 
to: his majeſty for allowance: or diſapprobation. 
He was further empowered to eommand and diſcipline. all. 
military forces, to uſe martial Uw npon perſons in military ſer - 
vice, and eſtabliſh articles ef war; 0 create counts corte oß am- 
_ ralty;/ according to fuck anthotity as he: ſhould receive frernn 9 5 
the lord high admiral; to erect farts and fortifications ; to 
eſtabliſh ports, cities, towns, boroughs, and villages ; to create 

maners and lordflips;: to gran charters ta hald fairs ; tor take 
ſurveys, and keep: record bf alk grants ob lands, under ſech 1 1 
moderate” quit-rents;., ſervices,: ant achnowledgments as he CE > 
ſhould think fit; and to preſcribe terms of cultivation; and 

grants ſo made under the ſeal, and enrolled, were to be good 

and valid againſt the-crown; to grant commiſſions for 2 

out new trades; z. to. pardon all offences. except murder and 
treaſon, and i in. thoſe. caſes to reprieve for twelve months. - 
| He was alſo empowered, with the advice of the majority of 
council, to frame a method for eſtabliſhing general aſſemblies, 
and from time to time to call ſuc ſuch afſemblics tog n 
vith their conſent to paſs all manner ' r of laws, reſerv 
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erde oF: THE 
A a B'OOX- 2 negative" voice; as alſo, upon imminent occaſions, to lery 
| u. money. | Theſe laws not to extend to taking away any one's: 
freehold, or to the loſs of a member, and to be in farce only 
he two years, unleſs approved and confirmed by the crow. 
This commiſſion appoints a falary to the governor of one 
Yup | thouſand pounds per annum, payable out of the enchequer. 


The inſtructions, which conſiſt of twenty articles, n to 
the encouragement to be given to planters to come from the 
bi: other colonies; to the allowance ſettled upon himſelf and the 
other officers; and extend to moſt of the points contained in 

Lord Windſor's inſtructions; but direct, that the meaſure of 

„ | ſetting out the 400,000 acres, as a royal demeſne, ſhall be ſuſ- 

pended ; that no duties ſhall be laid in the iſland upon the im- 
nt», e tu een gun bg kn auf 

3 e de eee . h e of Jamaĩta for five years. 
By theſe inſtructions it appears, that the crown allowed two 
government; and what was wanted, over and above, was to 

5 . Ported, to. be leried by the authority of the governor and 
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Is July, 1 664, Sir Sir Thomas Modyford iſſued writs for elect- 
ing two aſſembly- men for each ariſh ; which aflembly met in 
October following. IR inlay 5 


11 
It does 15 appear that this” fe bly fat above a month or 
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were diſſoed; but, during their ſeſſions, they 
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a body of laws; which * lord chan- AK pe. 
cellor, to be laid before the crown; but, not being confirined, DIX. 
would have at the end of two years ; büt (as 1 * 
find it aſſerted by Lord Vaughan) the governor continued 
them in force to the end of his adminiſtration, by an order 
of council. 1 cannot, however, find this order upon record, 
but, after that time, a great many ordinances of the governor 
and council, in tlie nature and form of laws; mn 
it was declared, that they all continue in force until a 
afſembly was called, and then eee, e en- nere 
as that aſſembly ſhould ſee convenient: but no other 
afſemably. was: called * Sir Thomas Modyford s admini- 
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211 
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mas Lynch: appointed leutenant- governor and commander in 

chief, nen Sir Thomas Modyford had. 07 
n A 2 

met on dhe ich ee — ill Jane: following, 


when the governor diffolved them, nr — 


In May; 167 _ Sit Thomas Lynch called Lahe 8 ; 
Miki their refuſing to grant money for the fortifications, 
he diſſolved it after fitting only a few days; and, in January 
following, upon conſideration that two years were almoſt ex- 
pired fince making the body of laws, and that his majeſty had 

Vor. I. LI not 
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= BOOK not ben eite ip Gand) his rapel-cnſent.ad hun, 4 saug 
| | H. ſembly was called; which met the 18th: of February, and, on 

0 the 14th of March, a new body of laws was paſſed, which were 
tranſmitted to England; apo RN In own, 
ed at the end of two gern. 
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A on the 3d of December, 1674, Lord Vaughan was ap- 
1 | pointed governor of Jamaica. A council, conſiſting 


perſons, was named in the commiſſion, with power to him to 
expel or ſuſpend any of thei, and, in caſe of vacancies, to fall 
up the council to nine. He was alſo empowered: to call aſ- 
ſemblies, according to the uſage of the iſland ; and, with the 
council and aſſembly, to paſs laws, which laws were to be in 

5 force for two years, unleſs the crown's pleaſure was in the mean 
5 time ſignified 322 and no longer, except they were 
approved and confirmed within that time. Is . 
_ theſe laws, the eee e e er to 
dliſſabre any aflembly, as he ſhould. think proper. 


* 41 0 18 - 


Upon Lord Vaughan's arrival in ds Seam eee 
anafſembly, which met on the 26thiof inn and paſſed 
a new. body of laws. F roathve 
It does not appear when this aſſembly was diſſolved; but, in 
March, 1676-7, writs were ifſued for a new afſembly, which 
met on the 26th of that month; and, having paſſed ſeveral 
other laws, they were diſſolved on the 26th of July : and the 
laws paſſed by both afſemblics having been tranſmitted to Eng- 
land, the council took them into their conſideration, and, after 
frequent deliberations upon them, and many alterations pro- 
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che great ſeal, conſtituting Lord Carlifle governor . 


which, and by the inſtructions annexed i thereto, vide" . 
354.) the form of gorermment 


Lend Carlidle's: arrival in his government, he found | 
mie people very much diſſatisfted with and' averſe to this new 
orm of government; ne letters, vide 
N. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10. 5 1 135 01. PODES!NS RE ONE 3 "x4 

| Theſe letters and papers being taken into conſideration by | 
the council, as alſo a report thereon 2 the committee, the 
council, on the 4th of April, 1679, made the, order, No. 113 
and, on the 28th of May following, the annexed report, No. 12, 
denen to his majeſty, and, being approved, was tranſ- 
— to the Earl of Carliſle, with the annexed letter, No. 13. | 
VU Upon receipt of theſe papers, the Lord Carlifle communicated 
Sia to the aſſembly, who preſented an addreſs in anſwer to the 
report of the 28th of 3 which addreſs was tranſmitted to 
the council by Lord Carliſle. Vide No. 14, 15, 16, 17. MM 
19, 20. | 
On the 5th of March, 1679-80, the council took into con 
fideration the letters received from the Earl of Carliſle ; and 
L1z the 
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| Þ 0.0 K the annexed eren (N. 21 0.88, denkfae} of cheir pro- 
$ 1 N vill ſhew their ſeveral reer er e er Ne 5 
155 | . It is impoſlible, eee 


tives oduld have induced the council, after they had ſiewn fo 
much fumneſs and reſolution to ſupport the rights of the 

= cron, by eſtabliſhing i in Jamaica the Iriſh conſtitution, to give 
1 | de point up, as it appears they did by the annexed. A 
on to Lord Carliſle, No. 39. which contains the ſanie 
power of making laws in aſſembly as is now given to the go- 
vernor of Jamaica, and which, from that time, has been mi- 
nutely the ſame; excepting only, That, in 17 16. the governor 

was directed, by inſtructions, not to paſs any laws that ſhould 
Tepeal a lay confirmed, by;the crown, without a clauſe of ſui- 
I penſion, or firſt tranſmitting the draft of a hill; and, in 1798. 
fy this limitation was extended to all laws for repea | 
though ſuch — law-ſhould not have been confirmed 1 
een rn od cet ö 376 * 6h aud) of 


05) 3 nny of thele orde 8 WE except i in \ the ck of pringt| bill the 
3 aſſembly bavülig conſtantiy refuſed to admit ſuſpending clauſes i in any public act, N 
ant che crown has Tong ſince given up the point. It is inipoflible to quit this 
by, Hiſtorical / Aceount, without lamenting that its able and accompliſhed author ſhould 


| have committed himſp{f as he has done in the concluding paragraph. The 


1 


wicked attempt 13 an arbitrary form of government, he terms abort 
int the Juft rights of the crown, and ſeems vet) ſeriouſly to lament that 1 the 
council had not firnneſs and refohution to perſilt in their projeRt, © | 2 
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ſtate and government of the iſland of Jamaica, particularly e — | =: 
as, from the nature;'of affairs ;as they now ftand there, we have j 3 
neceſſaty to be recommended to tte Right honourable the Earl of Car ET =_ 
lifle, whom your majeſty has been pleaſed to nominate and conftitute 1 
governor of the ſaid iſland : and having, after ſeveral meetings, agreed- 
upon the following particulars, we moſt humbly crave leave m them | 
before your majeſty, ſor your royal determination * 
Tha firſt point that did occur moſt; worthy to beconfieed by w wat. 
the power and manner of enacting laws for the civil, military ec- : N 
cleſiaſtical government; and, upon taking a view of what has been prac- „ 
tiſed ſince your majeſty's happy reſtoration in the legiſlative, we ſind, that 
the methods and authorities ay the n and ordaiaing the ſaid laws _ 
have been only ſoch as were 1 by. your royal commimon unto | 
your majeſty s ſeveral ee, or preſeribed by the inſtructions given 
8 Fes 
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BO OK them FRO time to time ; and that as the conftitution- and exigency 1 


II. 


and that, for the future, no leg E tive 
majeſty's ſpecial directions; but that, upon emergeneies, 2 
ue 
an aſſembly, and pray your majeſty's conſent and directions for their 


towards the conſequences and effefts, w 


have taken, leſs a 
| which are now under conſideration in order to be enacted by 


jeſty, may be entruſted in the hands of the Earl of Carliſle, who, 
his arrival in the iſland, may offer them-unto the next aſſembly, that ey 


take the ſame into conſideration, and return them in the form 
your majeſty ſhall think fit that they be enacted; that the governor, 


thod in legiſlati 


 ſentatives of the commons ended be converted into a "we of, Be it 
_ | — 


affairs have often changed, ſo your majeſty has thought fit varioufly to 
adapt your royal orders thereunto; and, hy the laſt tommiſſion, given 
unto the Lord Vaughan, your majeſty was pleaſed to empower his lord. 
ps with the advice of your majeſty's.council, from time to time to ſum- 
n general aſſemblies of frecholdets, who have authority, with the 
ev conſent of the governor and council, to make and ardain 
laws for the government of the iſland ; which laws are to be in force for 


the ſpace of two years, except in the mean time your majeſty's pleaſure 


be ſignified to the contrary, and no longer, unleſs they be confirmed by 
your majeſty within that time. Having, therefore, directed our 3 


ariſe, from this authority derived unto the faid 1 freeholders and planters, 
which we obſerve to have received a daily increaſe by the reſolutions they 


bly offer our opinions, that the laws tranſmitted by the Lord Vaughan, 


may be conſented unto. as laws originally coming from your maje 


do acquaint your majeſty by letters wich the neceſſity of calling 


meeting; and, at the ſame time, do preſent unto your majeſty a ſcheme 


which haye been produced, or may 


to your majeſty's intention, we do moſt hum- 


your ma 


be called without your 


of ſuch acts as he ſhall think fit and neceſſary, that your majeſty" may 


ypon receipt of your majeſty's commands, ſhall then ſummon an aſ- 


the preſent ſtyle of enacting laws, By zhe governor, council, and repre- 


wherein 


ſembly, and propoſe the ſaid laws for their conſent, ſo that the ſame me- 
ve. matters be made uſe of in Jamaica as in Ireland, ac- 
- cording to the form preſcribed by Poyning's law; and that, therefore, 
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ES T Iv DIES 24 
EY the king's maſt, excelent majefly, by and with the te, 


nalties, be mentioned in the ſaid laws to be applied to the 
the iſland ; and that your majeſty do inſtruct your governor to diſpoſe 
thereof for the N of the government. It is alſo our opinion, that 
in all laws for levying of money, and raiſing a public revenue, the clauſes 
whereby the ſaid levies, are appropriated unto the public uſe of the iſland, 
without any mention made of your majeſty, or unto your majeſty for the 
faid public uſe, are ſo far derogatory to your majeſty's right of ſove- 
reign; tha they ought ro be, for the 3 and made agreeable 
to che ſtyle of England. 
We do likewiſe offer it unto your. majeſty as neceſlary, that no m- 
niſber de teteivecd in Jdtmaica without licence from the right reverend 
the !lo#d: biſhep ef London] and that none Having fis lordſhip's li- 


public uſe of 


cence be rejefted, without fufficieat cauſe altedged; as alſo, that in the 
nne affai the miniſter be admitted . 
3 ö 


And. Mas it 30 upon 1 a bens adesta, that the 
members of the council have been conſtituted by your majeſty's com- 
| miſſion ; ; we are of opinion, that, for the future, they be only named in 
the jnſtructions of the governor ;. for the ſtrengthening of whoſe autho- 
rity under your majeſty we do offer, that he may have power to ſuſpend 
any of the ſaid members, if he ſee juſt cauſe, without receiving the ad- 
vice and — che evantit; i and alſo, * none 'of the = ſo ſuſ- 


28 whe. „ ³˙»ð² ORR your ma- 
jeſtys iſland, Pap cy ping yuh ey pon . 
ve do offer, for the encouragement thereof, that a mint be allowed in 


Jamaica, in ſuch manner that no prejudice do ariſe unto your ma 


jeſty's 
other dominions, or that what bullion is, brought from theace may be 


| coined here in þ England provided that all ſuch coins may bear your 
* . 


- 


203 


conſent of the AEN. 
general aſſembly. 5 9 6 7 
We are further of opinion, chat no eſcheats, fines, forfeitures, or ve 


DIX. 
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Upon reading this a the board, a,'s e e . ide 
bhuonocurable the Lords of the Committee for Trade and 
Des _ Plantations, in che words following: r 


- 
" 1 — = — * 
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May it pleaſe your Maje 13 „ 
HAVING received, on the 12th of January laſt paſt, from the 
Right honourable Mr. Secretary Coventry, a draſt of a commiſſion and 
inſtructions 


1 E k Kt —_— 


WEST IN DIE S. 
ieee for the Earl of Carliſle, whom a 


inted APPEN- 


to be your governor of Jamaica; and having, after ſeveral "additions .DIX. 


and alterations, remitted the fame unto Mr. Secretary Coventry, on the — 


2d inſt, we crave leave to offer ky hv ng rr ws 1 gl 


which did occur unto ee, nds the ſaid draft; which are as 


followeth : _ 
_ ft. As we are of opinion thas an 1 of PREY in Jamaica 
may, for the more eaſy paſſing of laws, be admitted into the aſſembly, if 
duly elected by the freeholders ; ſo we cannot but adviſe your majeſty, 
that as well the members of the ſaid council ſuſpended by your majeſty's 
governor, as the members diſplaced by your majeſty, may be rendered 
incapable during which ſuſpention of being admitted into the aſſembly. 
2d. That although/your majeſty has, by an order of the 16th of No- 
vember laſt paſt, thought fit that no aſſembly be called without your 
majeſty's eſpecial leave” and directions; we think it very important, 


may have power, with the conſent of the aſſembly, to paſs acts for 


| raiſing of money, to anſwer the occaſions arifing by ſuch urgent ne- 


ceſſines. 


3d. That wheres kiddies, within your nizjefty's iſland n 


the oaths of allegiance and ſupremacy have not been impoſed on perſons 
that bear any part of the 
of the council, and all judges and juſtices; ſo, ſor the prevention of fu- 


jeſty, we are humbly of opinion, that all perſons elected into the aſſembly 
ſhall, before their ſitting, take the oaths of allegiance and ſupremicy, 


which your majeſty s governor ſhall commiſſionate fit perſons, under the 
ſeal of the iſland, to adminiſter unto them, and that, without taking the 


aid oaths, none ſhall be capable of ſitting, although ele&ed. 


We have likewiſe, purſuant to your majeſty's orders, 
ol laws, ſuch as the R 


ight honourable the: Earl of Carliſle may be em- 


powered to carry with him, and to offer unto the aſſembly of Jamaica 


for their conſent. Whereas we do not find, fince your majeſty's happv 
reſtoration, that any laws tranſmitted from your majeſty's plantations 
Vor. I. e Mm | have 
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for 
rom a vie and ſafety of the iſland, that, in caſe of invaſion, 
rebellion, or ſome other very urgent neceſſity, your majeſty's governor 


government, except the members and officers 
ture inconveniencies, and greater aſſurance of loyalty towards your ma- 


prepared a body 


| * 7 * 25 
PT TENT 7 a . | 


_ HISTORY or. THE 


B O O K have "om confirmed by your majeſty, either under the great ſeal of Eng- 

IN. land, or any other fignification of your maeſty's pleaſure (the act of four 

= and a half per cent. in the Catibbee iſlands only excepted, which was, 

confirmed by the order of council) and the intended method of enacting 

laws in Jamaica hath not as yet been put in practice; we humbly crave 

| your majeſty's royal determination, whether the ſaid laws ſhall paſs only 
| by order of your majeſty in council, or under the great ſeal of England, 

that we may — be enabled 8 to — them unto your 


royal view, 


All which, Sr. 


His 2 was pleaſed to FP that Mr. dennis co- 
ventry do prepare Lord Carliſle's commiſſion and in- 
ſtructions concerning theſe matters accordingly: and as for 
the laws of the faid iſland, e of the 
board, hath been pleaſed this day to declare his pleaſure, + 
that they ſhall paſs under the great ſeal of England. 


NUMBER III. 


Even of King Charles the Second's Commit ts the Earl of ure, 


AND we db hereby give and grant unto you, W | 

| conſent of the ſaid council, full power and authority, from time to time, 
as need ſha!l require, to ſummon or call general aſſemblies of the free- 
holders and planters within the ſaid ifland, and other the territories 
under your government, in ſuch manner and form as hath been formerly _ 
_ practiſed and uſed in the faid iſland of Jamaica. 7 
And-our will and pleafure is, that the perſons thereupon duly elected, | 
and having before their fitting taken the oaths of allegiance and ſupre- 
macy, (which you ſhall commiſſionate fit perſons, under the ſeal of our 
iand, to adminiſter, and without taking which none ſhall be capable of 
utting, though elected) ſhall be called and held the general aſembly of 


the 


INDIES. 


WEST 


| the ſaid ifand of Jamaica, and other the territories hain vat; AEN. 


agree and conſent unto all DI X. 
ſuch ſtatutes and ordifignces for the de peace, welfare, and good — 


and ſhall have full power and authority to 


government of the ſaid iſland, and other the territories thereon depend- 
ing, and the people 


reſort thereunto, and for the benefit of our heirs and ſucceſſors, as having 
been by you, with advice and conſent of the faid council, framed and 


tranſmitted unto us, in order to be here enacted, by our giving our con- 


ſent thereunto, ſhall be by us approved and remitted unto you under our 


be by 
of our kingdom of England. 
And we do hereby, nevertheleſs, e and empower you, in ak 
of invaſion, rebellion, br ſome very great neceſſity, to paſs an act or acts. 
by and with the conſent of the general aſſembly, without tranſmitting the 


fame firſt to us, to raiſe money within the ſaid iſland, and the territories 


within your government, to anſwer 292 wilng by feck wap 
neceſſities. 


And we give you likewiſe full power, from time to time, as you ſhall 
judge ie neceflry, . as aforeſaid. 


\ 


2 NUMBER Iv. 


| Extra of King Charles the Second's Iyftrudtions to the Earl of c. 


5 AND whereas by our commiſſion we have directed that, for the 
future, no general aſſembly be called without our ſpecial directions; but 


calling ſuch an aſſembly, and pray our conſent and directions for their 
meeting; you ſhall, at the fame time, tranſmit unto us, with the advice 
and conſent of the council, a draft of ſuch acts as 


deration, * we ſhall think fit to be enacted: 


Mm2 in 
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and inhabitants thereof, and ſuch others as ſhall 


great ſeal of England; which ſaid Ratutes, laws, and ordinances, are to 
e e eee GU CEN WWII | 


that, upon occaſion, you do acquaint us by letter with the neceſſity of 


| you ſhall think fit 
and neceſſary to be paſſed, that we may take the ſame into our conſi- 


- 


RY” 


268 HISTORY. or THE 3 
1 B O OR in end upon th recepe of our commands, you ſhall then ſummon. 
_- . II. aſſembly, and propoſe the ſaid laws for their conſent. 
— And accordingly we have ordered to be delivered unto you herewith, a 
certain body of laws, for the uſe of our ſaid iſland, framed in purſuance 
of other laws tranſinitted unto us by former governors, with ſuch altera- 
tions and amendments as we have thought fit, with the advice of our 
privy-council here; which, upon your arrival in our ſaid iſland, you ſhall 
offer unto the next aſſembly, that they r. be conſented to and enacted | 
as laws originally coming from us. | 
Me are willing, nevertheleſs, that in 0 1 a. "a. or 
* very urgent neceſſity, you paſs an act or acts, with the conſent of 
* the general aſſembly, without tranſmitting the ſame firſt unto us, to raiſe 
| money within the ſaid iſland, and the territories depending thereon, to 
anſwer the occaſions ariſing by ſuch urgent neceffities. . 15 
And you ſhall take care that the preſent ſtyle of enacting laws, By the 
governor, council, and repreſentatives.of the commons aſſembled, be converted 
into the ſtyle of, Be it enadted by the king's * excellent . * and 
with the — of the P__— — 


NUMBER V. 
Exrraꝶ of a letter from the Earl of Carlifte to Mr. Secretary Coventry. 


i HAVE ſpoken with ſeveral of the council, and find ſome of them 

much diffatisfied at the alterations in the laws and manner of paſſing 

= them, particularly at the latter part of the clauſe in the militia bill: 
. 8 | « but that in all things he may, upon all occaſions or 1 at 
E a « as captain-general and governor in chief, according to and in purſu- 
« ance of all the powers and authorities given unto him by his majeſty's 
« commiſſion ; any thing in this caſe,: or any other, to the contrary in 
ec anywiſe notwithſtanding z" * which they are jealous of, leſt that thereby 

| they ſhall make it legal to execute all inſtructions that either are or ſhall 
be ſent to me, or any other ſucceeding governor 3 —_ ſcruple po. 
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WEST INDIES 4569 
eaſily be avoided, but that the great ſeal being affixed-to the laws, I APPEN. : 
have no power to make alteration, which I might have done both to DIX. - 
their ſatisfaction and the preſervation of the king's rights. The act for — 23 
the revenue, too, I fear will not without difficulty paſs ; but I ſhall | 


endeavour all I can to bring them to paſs, for which I have greater 
 inducements than my being here, without any hopes from the preſent 
ſtate of the treaſury, _ is . and in debt ſor their new 


| fortifications. 


* 


\ 


gt NUMBER vi. 


22 


— dae ce frm the Br of Carl. 


* 8. 2 ne. 1678, 
a e and, 1 find, are i Ailatified 5 1 
Vvith the alteration of the government, that I. q whether they e bn 
will paſs any of theſe laws : they have objections againſt ſeveral of them; _—_ 
as the act for the revenue that is perpetual, and may be diverted ; they 
eee eee td ee 
_<w wa and council; and though they cannot deny it to be 
tuch, yet they ſay chat council was elected by the people, and, though 
continued under the name of a council, yer was in effect an aſſembly or 
repreſentatives of the people. 
1 have given into their hands a copy of that act and fourteen more, 
and gave them liberty to compare them with the The act of 
militia and ſome others I keep by me, till 1 fee what they will do with 
thoſe they have. All che por os pee Lr Rad 
man can write at a time, and they are bulky; but I have enough to 
them employed. The ſpeaker came to me on Saturday, to deine liberty 
to adjourn for A few days, which I conſented to, and they till 
Thurſday morn Lieut. Col. Beeſton is ſpeaker, who I recom- 
mended to them upon Sir H. Morgan's afſurances that be would behave | 
himſelf 
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| . * Lord 11 neg· 


than in complying 


HISTORY OF THE 


himſelf well. He hath the u repute of an honeſt and diſcreet gen- 
tleman, though he ſigned the order about the privateer, at which fo 
much offence was taken ; but ,I am fatisfied he was no further faulty, 
with the directions of the aſſembly: and I the rather 
propoſed him (whom they had a mind to chooſe) to gain the point 


lected to do. 


that they rather ſet themſelves to frame arguments 


The aſſembly appointed a committee to compare theſe laws with their | 
former: it is faid they differ in many things, eſpecially from theſe laws 
laft ſent from Lord Vaughan, which are moſt uſefully framed for their 
preſent benefit. 

Popular diſcourſes here as well as in England ; and [ And a few men's 


notions have taken ſuch place with the leading men of the aſſembly, 
againſt the preſent 
conſtitution, than to accommodate things under it. I cannot yet tell 


you what courſe I ſhall take to remove this difficulty; but I will do the 
| beſt I can. I find one of the council more faulty in this than any man 


in the iſland, rn 


5 to reclaim him. 


_ Whilſt we are here buſy about ſmall matters, I doubt your back are 


full of greater, and may therefore — We hear the French and 
Dusch are agreed. | Mags: by 


1 am, Sir, BS 3 05 
Four moſt bumble ſervant, 
CARLISLE. 


NUMBER vn. 


Bares of 4 letter from the Earle of Carliſle to the Committee, : 
24th October, 1678. 
My Lords, 


I HAVE met with the difficulties "IG I foreſaw, but could neither 


avoid nor prevent, in England. The general aſſembly meeting on the 


4 2d 


% J = | a a 1 "% 


WEST INDIES. LS. 


1 of ener laſt, I 3 and ſent to them the ſeveral bills AP PE N. 

1 brought over under the great ſeal of England, for their conſent to be DIXx. 
enacted ; but being much diſſatisfied at the new frame of government.! ö 
and their loſing their deliberative part of power in altering and amending 
laws, they would not paſs any one of them, but threw them all out; 

but prepared an addreſs, with a bill of impoſt upon wines and other 
ſtrong liquors for one year, without giving me notice thereof, in ſuch 
terms and form as was not fit for me to paſs-it: but afterwards chang- 
ing the ſtyle of enacting, as directed in my inſtructions, with ſome other 
amendments to this bill, the public neceſſities of the iſland, having 
contracted many debts from new fortifications and ſalaries already due, 
requiring it, I gave the royal affent ; and then, on the 12th this inſtans 
October, 1 diffolved them. My een ſuit to all your lordſhips is, 
that you'll pleaſe to have me in your thoughts, and the preſent ſtate of 
| this colony under your lordſhips' conſideration, for ſome expedient which 
; may be elucidatory to the power given me by my commiſſion and in- 46 
ſtructions, which may quiet the minds of perſons generally diffatiefied | . 
in this iſland, which is moſt certainly under the greateſt hopes of im- 
provement of all the iſlands in the Weſt Indies, and therefore moſt fit 
for to be encouraged, with the king's countenance and ſupport, with 
I and acceptable laws. | 
What bills I ſhall ſend to Mr. Secretary Cons. 1 pray may be 
diſpatched ſpeedily when brought before your lordſhips, and received; 
an order to be paſſed through all offices without delay, being in part of 
what is ſo very much wanting towards the ON PEN 
ment of this iſland. A 


NUMBER VIII. 


Copy if a letter from the Earl of Geri to the Committee. 


My Lords, 1 
A FORTNIGHT ago I gave you an account upon what terms 
I had parted with the aſſembly. I have ſince thoroughly conſidered of 


what might in this place moſt conduce to his majeſty's ſervice, and 
could not think of any better F (ren than to ſend the bearer, 


Mr. 


At S.. 
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HISTORY OF THE 


Mr. Atkinſon, to wait upon your lordſhips. He was ſecretary to Sir 
Thomas Lynch and my Lord Vaughan, and has been enough acquainted. 
wich all my proceedings ſince my arrival, fo as perfectly able to ſatisfy 
your lordſhips in any thing you may deſire to know concerning the 
place, and to lay before you' all the ſeveral intereſts of his r 
relating to it. | 
My Lords, I find * the * has 8 for the aki and 
paſſing of laws, conſidering the diſtance of the place, is very impractica- 
ble, beſides very diſtaſteful to the ſenſe of the people here, as you may 
obſerve by the afſembly's addreſs to me; and if your lordſhips will 
pleaſe to move his 
another aſſembly, and to re-enaft and make what laws are fit for this 
place, I could then order the matter to conclude effectually to his 
majeſty's ſervice. I have, by Mr. Atkinſon, ſent you the drafts of ſuch 
bills as are the moſt fundamental, and chiefly concern his majeſty's 
Intereſt ; and I do affure you, that I will not in any material point vary 
from them. He will, when your lordſhips order him to attend you, 
lay them all before you, and, I believe, give your lordſhips ſuch 
2 3 ſatisfaction, that you will reſt aſſured that what I debre is for 
his majeſty's ſervice, and that I ſhall be enough enabled by it to ſettle 
every thing upon ſo good a foundation, that neither his majeſty nor 
your lordſhips will ever. repent of having made any deference to my 
opinion: in it, my lords, much ſucceſs depends upon the diſpatch, and 
of the circumſtances Mr. Atkinſon will give you an account. His 
buſineſs is wholly to attend your lordſhips, and, I believe, he will always 
be in the way. He has prayed me to intercede with your lordſhips, to 
excuſe what errors he may commit, as having been a Weſt-Indian for 
theſe eight years paſt, and do on his behalf beg that favour of your 
| lordſhips ; but hope that he will prove fo diſcreer, as to give your lord- 
| ſhips no manner of offence, I thought it the readieſt and beſt way to 
have all things rightly underſtood, and do hope chat iſſue will be pro- 
duced from 1 it. 


I am, your Lordſhi ips' moſt & bumble and obedient "PI 


| TH a . CARLISLE. 
_ $4. Jago de 1 Vega, Nov, 1 55 3 
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oN the t Sen laſt, 1 0 aſſembly met; but n APPEN- 
ſo much diſſatisfaction, from the new frame of, government, and their DI X. 
loling their deliberative part of power in framing, altering, and amend- — 
ing laws, that they ſpent near a fortnight very uneaſily about ſome of 
the laws, and would have begun with the bill of revenue to have thrown 
that out firſt, re frnokugoroxo-bol cr1 


hs, bog, © = Ar 
4 


council eau e at the 8 B of oo eſccing 
that it was like to en diſcontent in the * to take them 

off, and leave the afſembly upon their humour by themſelves, 1 
thought it abſolutely neceſfary to put this queſtion to each of the 
Counfellors, in theſe words: © Do you bu fubinit, and conſent to this pre- 
E ſent form of government which his ma jeſty hath been pleaſed tb order . 
« for this iſland of Jamaica?“ To which the chief- -aſtice, Col. 
refuſed to anſwer, with two more, Col. Charles Whitfield and Col. 
Thomas Freeman. The chief. juſtice, being a man of very great influ- 
ence upon the aſſembly, I preſencly ſuſpended, and gave the other two 
(leſs dangerous) till morning to conſider on it; and then the chief- 
| Juſtice ſent to me his ſubmiſſion under his hand, and Col. Freeman 

ſubmitted ; but Col. Charles Whitfield, otherwiſe a very good ma, 
went away into the country. 

The afſembly received and examined all the laws I brought over, ind : 
drew up their reaſons againſt paſſing them; of each, many were very frivo- 
lous, nd the beſt was, becauſe they were not compared with and amended 
| by the laſt laws of 1 my Lord Vaughan' s now with you, and received ſome 

two days before my coming away, the fleet then ſtaying in the Downs, 
and my departure much preſſed: upon the : expeRtation of war. Theſe 
Vol. I. Nn . 
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BOOK reaſons * bil I anſwered indi vidually ; but wo when 
— 


their chief reaſon, that by not paſſing them they might the better ſhew 
 theie diſlike of that new way of government; 


their enjoying a power of altering and amending 


aws, the neceſſity of 


or gu Vu either I myſelf, the council, or both could uſe, would 
prevail with them to paſs any one of them; and I look upon this to be 


b they urge this ſor 


N g them as often as occaſions do require, and che diſtance. from 
this 4 is ſo great, that before the BY al, can be obtained 
to a law, and returned hither, it may be fit for the public good either to 


ay that law aſide, or much to change and alter it ; gary indeed, in this 
part of the obje&tion I think they are in the right, for that they will 
want temporary laws, till the colony be better grown: and, upon cha- 
rough conſideration of the whole matter in this part, I am of opinion 
it is vety adviſeable and requiſite that there ſhould be leave and power 
from the king to make laws (not relating to his majeſty's power or pre- 
rogative) to endure for ſome term till his royal approbation may be had 
therein; and of this I do earneſtly entreat your care. 

Having uſed, all methods polfible with the ſeveral members apart, 
and jointly with the. body of the aſſembly, for the paſſing the laws, I 
Was. after. . Many conferences uo Kar, and Seeed, 


foch terms and forms 46 whs nat Br "raps to polo but at tt 
ſome part conſented to ſuch amendments as I r, the council thought 
fit, changing the ſtyle of enacting as directed in my inſtructions, but 
reſtraining it to one year, from a fear that, if they ſnould have made it 


perpetual, they ſhould be aſſembled no more, but be governed by 
governor and council as they were in Col. D'Oyley's time, when they 
cenacted laws, not only for the revenue but other occaſions, by governor 
and council, and ſome part of Sir Charles Lyttelton's time, as appears 
by our council-book upon the place; and Sir Thomas Modyford had 
an inſtruction to continue this revenue by order of governor and council, 
_ the aſſembly in his life-time paſſing it perpetual; and in Sir T homas 
Lynch's time the rr made it perpetual, but, for want of the king's 


Sn, 


in them, we could not give our conſent to any of then, there b 


- unto his moſt ſacred majeſty, the great inconveniencies which are like 
to redound unte this: his ifland by this method and manner of paſſing of 


N chere being nothing that 1 Invites people more to ſettle and remove their- 


WEST INDIES. e 


conſent, they both are fallen; but now, the aſſembly ſay, they are of a APPEN- 


better underſtanding than to give the reins out of their own hands... DIX. 
To this bill, the iſland's affairs being under great preſſures fre 
public debrs comratied for che new fortficaions and — 


; already 
due, I gave the royal aſſent; and zen, being: the 22th inſtant, 1 
diſſolved them. . 


Which having done, and not being ſatisfied with the behaviour of 5 


the aſſembly in their proceedings in relation to the government I ſtood ; 


charged with, moſt of them being in military truſts, I put this queſtion 


to each of them: Do you ſubmit to this form of government which 5 


« his majeſty hath. been pleaſed to order for this iſland of Jamaica ?” 


ta which ſeveral of them neither gave me = dutiful nor chearful anfver-. 
6 


i 


NUMBER X 


J May it pleaſe your Excellency, _ 
WE, ee eee r 33 


- 


ſembly for this his iſland of Jamaica, do, with a great deal of thankful- 
7 


care which his majeſty hath been ever 
pleaſed to have. of this his colony, and of which your excellency hath 
likewiſe given to us very late and freſh aſſurances: and, in obedience to 


his majeſty's commands, we have peruſed the ſeveral bills which your 


excelleney ſent us ; and, having duly examined the matters cattained —& 


divers fundamental errors, which we particularly abſerved, and did cauſe 
them to be entered in our journal; and fromm the: cenfideration' of them 
we cannot but reflect, and do humbly beg your encenency to. repreſens 


laws, which is abſolutely. impracticahle, and will not only tend te the 


great diſcoorageniens of the preſent. planters, but likewiſe put a very 


fatal ſtop to any further proſecution of the improvement of this place, 


Nn a2 | "_ 
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BOOK cantly and (ocks face this remote part of-the world, that e N 


cCircumſtances wherein it ſtands: the ſituation and natural ad 


HIS nn ot WE 


they have always had of being governed in ſuch manner as that none of 
their rights ſhould be loſt, fo long as they were within the dominions 
ol the kingdom of England: nor can we believe that bis majeſty would 
have made this alteration, had he. been truly informed of his on in- 
tereſts, and of that 1 is A N and nacural for the . of 

this iſland. —- 5 

My lord, you that are now Our qoverncy;. a ke upon the whine; 

cannot bur diſtinguiſh both; and plainly fee that which, at great diſtance, 
is impoſſible to be known, being always diſtinguiſhed with the falſe co- 
lours of intereſt andi deſign. It is to you, therefore, we addreſs our- 
ſelves; and do humbly beg you to aſſure his majeſty, which we do from 
the bottom of our hearts unfeignedly declare, that we are his true, faith- 
ful, and loyal ſubjects. In the next place, fir, we humbly beg you to 
lay before his majeſty the true condition of this iſland, and the ſeveral 


of the place will very probably, by God's bleſſing, in a very ſhort time, 
make it very conſiderable. It were pity, therefore, that any ſtop in its 
infancy ould be put to it, which may hinder its future growth, and 
diſappoint thoſe hopes. which his majeſty hath ever had, and which will 
no doubt of it come to paſs, that, if this iſland be encouraged by good 
| government and — laws, it will effectually ſerve very _ in- 

tereſts, both of his majeſty's crown and the nation's trade. 8 
Sir, the preſent form of the government, as it is now appointed, has 
theſe plain and manifeſt inconveniencies in it : 

If, That the diſtance of this place renders it impollible to be put in 
and does not in any manner fall under the ſame conſideration 
as Ireland does, from which, we conclude, the example is taken. 
Ad. The nature of all colonies is changeable, and conſequently er 

tans muſt be adapted to the intereſt of the place, and muſt aher 
with it, 

4d. It is no finall ſatisfaction that the people, by their repreſentatives, 
have a deliberative power in the making of laws; the negative and barely 
reſolving power being not according to the rights of Engliſhmen, and 


_ no where hut in tho commonyealths where widowcy prevails. 
4th. This 


WE Sr lies oy: 


a This manner of form of the government brings all IR ab- &PPEN- 
ſolute, and puts it into the power of a governor to do what he pleaſes, DI X. 
which is not his majeſty s intereſt, and may be a temptation for even — 
good men to commit great partialities and errors. its 
sth. The method which has been always uſed, both in this iſland and 
all other colonies, in the making of laws, was a greater ſecurity to his 
majeſty's'prerogative than the preſent form; for a governor durſt not 
conſent to any thing againſt his intereſt; and if he did, the ſignification 
of the king's pleaſure determined he laws forhat his er 
"I double negative. n 


1 fr, we kw ot laid | before your excellency our real ſenſe: 1 
and do hope that your excellency, being thoroughly ſatisfied of the miſ- 
chiefs which will certainly ariſe to this place from the reaſons we have 
given, will in that manner repreſent our condition to his majeſty, that he 
may be thereby induced to give an inſtruction to your excellency, to paſs 
ſuch laws as are municipal and fit for us, and in the ſame manner which 
has ever been practiſed in this iſland and other his majeſty's colonies ; 
we having no other claim in it than to expreſs our duty to the king, and 
our unfeigned ſervice and gratitude to your excellency, for mediating 
that which is ſo much for his majeſty's and the iſland's intereſt. | * 

And we do here likewiſe preſent unto your excellency a bill FR 
raiſing a public impoſt unto his majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, for the 
ſupport of this his government; and do hereby beg your excellency to 
accept of it as a real demonſtration. of our loyalty to our prince and ſer- 
aan ago of 1 with aſſurance that we ſhall, upon all occaſions, 

be ready to expreſs fch Further teflimonie of th fame a * 
mn Or UP and — 5 
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NUMBER XL 
— the King s Moſt Excellent Majeſty in Council. 


Whereas the Right honourable the Lords of the Com- 
| mittee for Trade and Plantations did this day make 
- Report unto his * in Council, 


THAT * majeſty's order, dees 
the preſent ſtate and conſtitution of Jamaica, and the government thereof, 
as it is ſettled by his majeſty's command, their lordſhips ſee no reaſons 
why any alterations ſhould be made in the method of making laws ac- 
cording to the uſage of Ireland, for which their lordſhips are preparing 
reaſons to evince the neceſſity and legality of the ſame. And that 
whereas a ſhip is now lying in the Downs, bound for that iſland, their 
lordſhips adviſe, that the Right honourable Mr. Coventry do, 
by this conveyance, inform the Earl of Carliſle of his majeſty's pleaſure 
herein, with directions that all things be diſpoſed to this end; and that, 


in the mean time, the preſent laws enacted by Lord Vaughan be con- 


tinued by proclamation, or otherwiſe, until his majeſty's pleaſure be - 


further known ; as alſo that his lordſhip do, by the firſt conveyance, 
ſend over an authentic copy of the act for a public impoſt, lately enacted 
thee, e 


His majeſty, having thought fit to approve thereof, was 
pleaſed to order, as it is hereby ordered, that the Right 
honourable Mr. Secretary Coventry do ſignify his ma- 


jeſty's pleaſure unto the Earl of Caribe, according to 
the ſaid report. 


NUMBER 
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NUMBER XI. 
4 the Court at Whitehall, the 24th of Mig, r6yge 
= the King's Moſ: be- Moat In Comet. 


| Whereas there was this day read at the Board a Report 
- from the Right honourable the Lords of the Committee 
for Trade and Plantations, in the words followings 


i pleaſe your Majeſty, 
1 l in obedience to your majeſty's commands, nr” into 


_ fuch means as may put an end to the great di 
jeſtyꝰs good ſubjects 


_ pears to have riſen in the manner following : 


By the commiſſion granted by your majeſty | unto the Lord Vaughan 
and e governors, it was your royal pleaſure to entruſt 


tend that 


and unwarrantable proceedings of the aſſembly, was pleaſed, with the 
advice of your privy council, to provide, by the Earl of Carliſle's com- 


miſſion, that no laws ſhould be enacted in Jamaica, but ſuch as, being 
framed by the governor and council, and tranſmitted unto your majeſty | 


for your royal approbation, were afterwards remitted to Jamaica, and 


conſented unto by the aſſembly there; and, in purſuance thereof, the 


Earl of Carliſle carried over a body of laws under the great ſeal of = 2 
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the preſent ſtate of your raajeſty's iſland of Jamaica, in order to propoſe 
nt your ma-. 
bjects there lie under by the unſettled condition thereof, 
occaſioned by the refuſal of the laws lately offered by the Earl of Carliſle - 
to the aſſerably for their conſent ; at which proceedings diſſatisfaction ap- 5 


_ the aſſembly of Jamaica with a power to frame and enact laws, by the 
advice and conſent of the governor and council; which laws were to con- 
tinue in force for the ſpace of two years, and no longer: but ſo it hath 
happened, that your majeſty, finding the inconveniencies which did at- 
power and manner of making laws, by the irregular, violent, 


2 
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land ; which laws, upon his lordſhip's arrival there, have been rejected 
by the general aſſembly, upon grounds and reaſons contained in an ad- 
dreſs to your eee received from his 
lordſhip in that behalf. 

ft. In che firſt place, we find, Se the clauſe in 
the milicia bill, whereby it is provided, that the governor may, upon all 
occaſions or emergencies, act as governor in chief, according to and in 
_ purſuance of all the powers and authorities given unto him by your ma- 


jeſty's commiſſion; fearing that thereby they ſhall make it legal to ex- 
ecute all inſtructions that either are or ſhall be ſent your majeſty's go- 


vernor. 


Adly. They have likewiſe cies the bill for ne public revenue, 
as being perpetual, and liable (as they ſay) to be diverted. 
3dly. It is objected, that the ſaid laws contain divers fundamental errors. 
4thly. That. they were not compared with, and amended by, the laſt 
laws ſent over by Lord Vaughan. | 
*  5thly. That the diſtance of the place renders the preſent. method of 
paſſing laws wholly impraQticable. 
6thly. That the nature of all colonies is changeable, and conſe- 
quently the laws muſt be adapted to the intereſt of the place, «nd alter 
with it. | 
Ithly. That thereby they loſe the fatiefafion of a deliberative power i in 
making laws. Pi 
8thly. That this form of government renders your governor abſo- 
| lute, 
gthly. That by the former method of enacting laws yaur e 5 
prerogative was better ſecured. 


5 being the objections and pretences upon which the aſſembly 
has, with ſo much animoſity, proceeded to reject thoſe bills tranſmitted 
by your majeſty, we cannot but offer, for your majeſty's information and 
ſatisfaction, ſuch a ſhort anſwer thereunto as may not only give a teſti- 
mony of the unreaſonableneſs of their proceedings, but alſo furniſh your 
governor, when occaſion ſhall ſerve, with ſuch arguments as may be fit 
to be uſed in Juſtification of your Oy s commiſſion and powers 
granted unto him. 
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xſt. It is not without the greateſt preſumption that they go about to Arr. 
queſtion your majeſty's power over the militia in that iſland, ſince it has DIX. 
been allowed and declared, even by the laws of this your kingdom, that 
the ſole ſupreme government, command, and diſpoſition of the militia, 
and of all forces by ſea and land, and of all forts and places of ſtrength, 
is reſiding in your majeſty, within all your majeſiy 8 W and 
dominions. 5 
2d. The objeclion made again the bill for the oublic revenue hath as 
little ground, ſince its being ual is no more than what was formerly 
offered by them unto your majeſty, during the government of Sir Thomas 
Lynch, in the ſame meaſure and pi ion as is now propoſed ; nor can 
it be diverted, fince proviſion is thereby expreſsly made, that the ſame 
ſhall be for the better ſupport of that government; beſides, that it is not 
ſuitable to the duty and modeſty of ſubjects, to ſuſpect your majeſty's 
Juſtice or care for the government of that colony, whoſe ſettlement and 
preſervation have been moſt particularly carried on by your *. 3 
tender regard, and by the great expence of your own treaſure. 

3d: It cannot with any truth be ſaid, that theſe laws contain many 

and great errors, nothing having been done therein but in purſuance f 
former laws, at divers times enacted by the aſſembly, and with the advice 
of your majeſty's privy- council, as well as the opinion and We 

of your attorney- general, upon peruſal of the ſame. 

Ath. To the fourth objection it may be anſwered, that, if any „ng 
had been found of moment or importance in the laſt parcel of laws 
tranſmitted by the Lord Vaughan, your majeſty's tender care of your 
ſubjects welfare would have been ſuch as not to have ſent thoſe bills 
imperfect, or defective in any neceſſary matter. 

5th. As to the diftance of the place, which renders 55 they ſay) the 
preſent method of making laws altogether impracticable, your majeſty 

having been pleaſed to regulate the ſame, by the advice of your privy- . 
council, according to the uſage of Ireland, ſuch care was taken as that no = 
law might be wanting which might. conduce to the well-being of the 
plantation, and that nothing might be omitted which in all former 
governments had been thought neceſſary; nor is it likely that this colony 

zs ſubject to greater accidents than your kingdom of Ireland, fo as to 


Yor. I. | O * | | require | 
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BOOK require a more frequent and ſudden change of laws in other caſes than 
II. ſuch as are already provided for upon emergencies, or in other manner 
-—— than is directed by your majeſty's commiſſion ; whereby the inhabitants 
have free acceſs to make complaints to your governor and council, of 
x any defect in any old law, or to give reaſons for any new one, which, 
1 ” being modelled by the governor and council into form of law, and 
| „55 tranſmitted unto your majeſty, if by your majeſty and council found 
reaſonable, may be tranſmitted back thither to be enacted accordingly. 
Sth. It was ſufficiently apparent unto your majeſty, that laws muſt 
alter with the intereſt of the place, when you were graciouſly pleaſed to 
lodge ſuch a power in that government, as might not only, from time to 
time, with your majeſty's approbation, and by tlie advice both of your 
privy- council here and of the governor and council there, enable the 
aſſembly to enact new laws anſwerable to their growing neceſſities, but 
even, upon urgent occaſions, to provide, by raiſing money, for the ſecu- 
rity of the iſland, without attending your majeſty's orders or conſent. 
7th. It is not to be doubted but the aſſembly have endeavoured to 
graſp all power, as well as that of a deliberative voice, in making laws; 
but how far they have thereby intrenched upon your majeſty's preroga- 
give, and exceeded the bounds of their duty and loyalty, upon this pre- 
tence, may appear by their late exorbitant and unwarrantable proceedings 
during the government of the Lord Vaughan, in ordering and ſigning a 
warrant unto the marſhal of the iſland, your majeſty's officer of juſtice, 
for the ſtopping and preventing the execution of a ſentence paſſed, 
according to the ordinary forms of law, upon a notorious pirate and 
difturber of your majeſty's peace: and they have further taken upon 
them; by virtue of this deliberative power, to make laws contrary to thoſe 
of England, and to impriſon your majeſty's ſubje&s ; nor have they for- 
borne to raiſe money by public acts, and to diſpoſe of the ſame according 
to their will and pleaſure, without any mention made of your majeſty, 
which has never in like caſe been practiſed in any of your majeſty's 
kingdoms. How far, therefore, it is fit to intruſt them with a power 
which they have thus abuſed, and to which they have no pretenſion of 
right, was the ſubject of your majeſty's royal commiſſion, when you were 
pleaſed to put a reſtraint upon thoſe enormities, and to take the reins of 
MT O government 


favour, and diſcourage your majeſty from future favours of that kind, 
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government into your own hands, which they, in expreſs words, againſt A PPE N- 
their duty and allegiance, have challenged and refuſed to part with. DIX. 5 
$th. It cannot with any truth be ſuppoſed, that, by the preſent form _ 
of government, the governor is rendered abſolute, ſince he is now, more 
than ever, become accountable unto your majeſty of all his moſt impor- 
rant deliberations and actions, and is not warranted to do any thing but 
according to law and your majeſty's commiſſion and inſtructions, given ; 
by advice of your privy-council. _ 9 Por 
|  gth. And whether your majeſty's prerogative is prejudiced by the 
preſent conſtructions, is more the concernment of your majeſty, and 
ſubje& of your own care, than of their conſiderations. N 
Laſtly, and in general, we humbly conceive, that it would be a great 
ſatisfaction to your ſubjects there inhabiting, and an invitation to 
ſtrangers, when they ſhall know what laws they are to be governed by, 
| and a great eaſe to the planters not to be continually obliged to attend 
the aſſemblies to re- enact old laws, which your majeſty has now thought 
fit, in a proper form, to aſcertain and eſtabliſh ; whereas the late power 
of making temporary laws could be underſtood to be of no longer con- 
tinuance than until ſuch wholeſome laws, founded upon fo many years 
experience, ſhould be agreed on by the people, and finally enacted by 
your majeſty, in ſuch manner as hath been practiſed in either of your 
majeſty's dominions to which your Engliſh ſubjefts have tranſplanted 
themſelves. For as they cannot pretend to further privileges than have 
been granted to them, either by charter or ſome ſolemn act under your 
great ſeal, ſo, having from the firſt beginning of that plantation been 
governed by ſuch inſtructions as were given by your majeſty unto your 
governors, according to the power your majeſty had originally over them, 
and which you have by no one authentic act ever yet parted with, and 
having never had any other right to aſſemblies than from the permiſſion 
of the governors, and that only temporary and for probation, it is to be 
wondered how they ſhould preſume to provoke your majeſty, by pre- 
tending a right to that which hath been allowed them merely out of 


p 
8 


1. 


when what your majeſty ordered for a temporary experiment, to ſee what 
form would beſt ſuit the ſafety and intereſt of the iſland, ſhall be con- 
ſtrued to be a total reſignation of the power inherent in your majeſty, 

| 002 ; 


and 
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BOOK and a devolution of it to themſelves and their wills, without which nei- 


ther law nor government, the eſſential ingredients of their „ | 


* and well. being, may take place among them. 


Aae, therefore, it is evident, that the aſſembly of Jangics have, 


without any juſt grounds, and with ſo much — — and undutiful- 


neſs, proceeded to reject the marks of your majeſty's favour towards 
them, and that your majeſty's reſolutions in this cafe are like to be the 
meaſure of reſpect and obedience to your royal commands in other 


colonies ; we can only offer, as a cure for irregularities paſt and a remedy 


againſt all further inconveniencies, that your majeſty would -pleaſe to 
authorize and empower your governor to call another aſſembly, and to 

repreſent unto them the great convenience and expediency of accepting 
and conſenting unto fuch laws as your majeſty has under your great ſeal 
tranſmitted unto them; and that, in caſe of refuſal, his lordſhip be fur- 
niſhed with ſuch powers as were formerly given unto Col. D'Oyley, 
your firſt governor of Jamaica, and fince unto other governors, whereby 
his lordfhip may be enabled to govern aceording to the laws of England, 
| where the different nature and conſtitution of that colony may conveni- 

ently permit the ſame; and, in other caſes to act, with the advice of the 
council, in ſuch manner as ſhall be held neceſſary and proper for the 
good government of that plantation, until your majeſty's further orders; 
and that, by all opportunities of conveyance, the governor do give your 

majeſty a conſtant and particular account a all his . in pur- 
ſuance of your inſtructions herein. . 


All which i is moſt humbly ſubmitted, e. 


Upon reading of which report, and full debate e 
his majeſty was pleaſed to approve the ſame: and the 
Right honourable Mr. Secretary Coventry is hereby 
directed to prepare ſuch ſuitable orders and inſtructions 
as may anſwer the ſeveral parts and advices contained 
in the ſaid report. 


' Robert Southwelk 
NUMBER 
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NUMBER xm. N 


Extract 2 a letter from the Committee to the Earl of can. : 


AFTER our very hearty commendation unto your lordſhip, we have A PPEN- 
received two letters from you, the one of the 24th of Oktober, the other DIX. 
of the 15th of November, 1678; both of which gave us an account. 
of the diſtaſte the aſſembly had expreſſed at the new frame of govern- 


ment, and of their — out all the bills tranſmitted under the great 


feal; and your lordſhip having therein recommended unto us the ſpeedy 
diſpatch of the bills ſent to Mr. Secretary Coventry, for paſſing them 
through the offices here, we did thereupon take the ſame into our conſi- 
deration : but finding that they contained ſuch clauſes as we had farmerly 
(your lordſhip being preſent) diſallowed in the laws enacted by the Lord 
Vaughan, as moſt prejudicial to his majeſty's rights and prerogative, 
one of them appropriating and diſpoſing of the quit-rents in the fame 
terms as was formerly done, ſo much to his majeſty's diſſatisfaction; 
another, declaring the laws of England to be in force, which clauſe (your 
lordſhip cannot but remember) was poſtponed here, upon very ſerious 
deliberation ; beſides divers other particulars, altogether unfit to be paſſed 
by his majeſty : we have, withal, peruſed the ſeveral letters which your 
lordſhip had written to Mr. Secretary Coventry, in relation to your 
government: and as for the laws, we could not ad viſe his majeſty to 
proceed in any other manner, than. by giving power to call another 
aſſembly, and to offer unto them the ſame laws your lordſhip carried over, 
as being the moſt uſefully framed and ſettled for the good of the if}and 
and his majeſty's ſervice : and that, in caſe of refuſal, you might = 
enabled to govern according to commiſſions and inſtructions given unto 
former governors, as your lordſhip will more fully underſtand by our 
unto his majeſty, and the order of council thereupon, to which we 


refer your lordſhip, as ſetting forth at large the grounds and reaſons 
bac 0 the reſolutions his majeſty has n now taken. 
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NUMBER XIV. 
Extratt of a letter from the Earl of Carliſle to Mr. Secretary Coventry. 
St. Jago de la Vega, 3oth dig. 1679. 


YOUR packet by Captain Buckingham, having incloſed his majeſty's 
letter of the 31ſt of May laſt, and an order in council of the 28th of 
May, 1679, together with the animadverſions of the council upon ſeveral 
points of the 22d of May laſt, and two letters from yourſelf, I received 
the 26th inſt. at night. The next morning, I. read them in council. 
The aſſembly then having ſat ſome ſeven days, to renew the bill for a 
revenue, the laſt being juſt expiring, I ſent for the general aſſembly, and 
read the order of council and the king's letter thereupon to them, which 

J hope will have ſome good effect; but they came in as good time ſo 
much contrary to their expectation. I herewith ſend you a copy of their 
addreſs thereupon, which they preſented to me the 28th ; and finding 
them nettled and warm, I thought it diſcretion to let them take time to 
digeſt their thoughts; and, having continued the revenue bill for fix 
months longer from the iſt of September next, I paſſed i it, and then 
prorogued them till the 28th of October following. 


NUMBER XV. 


Copy of a vote of the Ajembly, Aug. 22, 1679. 
DI Ex VE NE RI s. 


THE committee appointed to examine Mr. Martyn's accounts re- 
ported, that Mr. Martyn, appearing before them, ſaid, that my lord had 
ordered him to come and tell them, that, both from the king and from 
my lord, he was not obliged to ſhew his accounts to the aſſembly ; ; bur 
that he had given them unto my lord, and his excellency had told _ 

at, 


w— 
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that, if any of the afſembly had a mind to ſee them, they might ſee them AP PEN= ; 
there. | | DIX. | 


The houſe, conſidering the return of the committee ordered to inſpett Gwen - 
Mr. Martyn's accounts, re-affumed that debate, and thereupon did vote, 
that, notwithſtanding my lord's anſwer by Mr. Martyn to that committee, 
it was and is their undoubted and inherent right, that as all bills for 
money ought and do ariſe in their houſe, ſo they ought to appoint the 
diſpoſal of it, and to receive and examine all the accounts concerning NG 
the ſame. - 


Vera Copia. 
ON ne RowLanD POWELL. 


NUMBER XVI. 


Extract of a letter from the Earl of Carliſle to the Committee. 
e St. Jago de la Vega, 15th Sept. 1679. 
My Lords, 5 3 | „ 
YOUR lordſhips letters of the 25th of March, 4th of April, and 
31ſt of May laſt, I received on the 26th of Auguſt, as alſo your lord- 
| ſhips orders and reports to. his majeſty, touching the laws and govern-- 
ment of Jamaica; which I communicated to the council (the aſſembly 
then fitting to continue the revenue bill, expiring the ad of September) 
on the 27th of Auguſt; and afterwards,. the ſame day, I communicated, 
the council being preſent, his majeſty's letter of the 31ſt of May laſt, 
and your lordſhips order and report of the ſame date, to the aſſembly; 
which came to me. as ſeaſonably as they received them ſurpriſedly, 
making me the next morning the incloſed addreſs ; upon which, having 
_ paſſed a bill of impoſt for ſix months, I prorogued them, by advice of 
the council, till the 28th of October next, hoping in that time they would 
fall of their heat, and, upon recollection, better bethink themſelves of 
their duties and allegiance, and upon my offering them again the laws, 
which I propoſe to do upon their firſt meeting, better demonſtrate their 
obedience by readily giving their conſent that they might be enacted. 
9. But, 


e "yes 
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But, from what I can learn from the chief leaders among . 1 
find the ſame averſeneſs as formerly, averring that they will ſubmit to 
ANTI wear, but never conſent to make, chains, as they term this frame of 
| government, for their poſterities ; ſo that I ſcarce expect better ſucceſs ; 
| 5 8 « which I have writ at * to Mr. Secretary Coventry. FR. 
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NUMBER XVII. e 


MN Extral of a letter from the Earl of Carliſle to Mr. Secretary Coventry. 


1 8. Jago de la Vega, 23d November, 1679. 
© 
THE aſſembly meeting on 1 the 28th of October, I, with the council, 
vent to them; commanded the council's report of the 28th of May, and 
his majeſty's letter of the 31ſt of May laſt, to be read again to them; 
preſſed them very much to conſider how much it imported at this 
juncture for the intereſt of the iſland, that they ſhould paſs theſe laws 
I brought to them under the great ſeal of England, or at leaſt part of 
them; deſiring that any one or more of the afſembly would there and 
then argue the reaſonableneſs of their objection, which none of them 
would undertake; and ſo I left the body of laws with them. They 
having the laſt ſcion paſſed a vote, that = raiſing money and diſpoſing 
of it, was the inherent right of the aſſembly (of which I had no account, 
either from the members or their ſpeaker, in fourteen days afterwards, 
they preſuming it to be their privilege that their proceedings ſhould be 
kept ſecret from me) I then appointed and ſwore them a clerk, which . 
before uſed to be of their own choice ; ; and this they are very uneaſy 
under. 
_ They proceeded to read over 40 body of laws: notwithſtanding the 
great care, pains, and trouble I had taken with them, both apart indi- 
vidually as well as aſſembled together, they threw out and rejected all 
the laws, again adhering to their former reaſons, rather than admitting 
or honouring thoſe from their lordſhips for rules of obedience. 


TI thereupon preſently, with the council, framed a bill of reyenue inde- 
finite, 
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1 herewith ſend you; as alſo the humble deſire of Juſtification of his 

majeſty's council thereupon, which I and they earneſtly defire your favour 
in in humbly preſenting to his majeſty, being unanimouſly agreed to by all 
the council: but Col. Samuel Long (chief · juſlice of the iſland, whom I 
have found all along fince my arrival here to be a moſt pertinacious 
abettor and cheriſher of the afſembly's ſtubbornneſs in op 
frame of government, having had a hand, being their ſpeaker, in the 
leaving the king's name out of the revenue bill) refuſes to join with the 
council in this their genuine act, and has ſufficiently poſſeſſed himſelf of 
the opinion of the aſſembly, by adviſing and aſſiſting them in the framing | 


of their addreſs: thinking their reſolutions to be unalterable as his own, 


| he is withdrawn to his plantation, ſome thirty miles off from this towns 
| where at this juncture we have moſt need of council. / 
Upon ſerious and deliberate conſideration of all which, I have ſent him 
his jo "Bp and appointed Col. Robert Byndloſs chief-juſtice in his place, 
of whoſe fidelity to the king's intereſt I have many proofs, having for- 
mer executed the place, and was now one r 


court. 
Cal. Lang Ges e e cmd. 


I have alſo ſuſpended 


purpoſing, by the advice of the council, to bring or ſend him, with fix 
more of the , to attend the king and council in England to 
ſupport their own opinions, reaſons, and addreſs, herein they are not 
ordinarily poſitive ; and this I do from the council here unanimouſſy 
agreeing, that there is no other nor better 8 ad 
. | 


NUMBER XVIII. I 
Faras of a letter from the Earl of Carli 1 zo the Committee. 


St. Jago de la Vega, 23d Nov. 1679. 


My Lords, 


MINE of the tenth of September laſt to your lordſhips I hope you 


have received; and what I therein ſent your lordſhips, as my conjecture 
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Kite, and ſent that to them: but that had no * ſucceſs 3 and they APPEN- 8 
then attended me with the addreſs, to be preſented to his majeſty, which DIX. - . 


this new. 
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3 OO K amd fince the general afſembly's meeting, on the 28th of Oto- 
HU. ber laft, have found to be no vain prophecy. 1855 
9 Upon the afſembly's meeting on that day, I, vids the council; went 
to the place where they were met, and again, in the preſence of the 
council and the aſſembly, commanded to be read your lordſhips report 
ol the 28th of May laſt paſt made to his majeſty, as alſo his majefty's 
conkintade 19 ingttif of 3iſt of the ſame; and n offered to 
the aſſembly the. body of laws brought over under the great ſeal ef Eng. f 
land ſor their conſent; at the ſame time declaring to them the great 
expediency it would be to all the officers- of the iſland, and reaſon to 
perſuade his majeſty they were another people than 1 at home; 
that it would induce the king to gratify them in what was neceſfaty; 
and that, otherwiſe, they could not appear but in great to the 
leſſening of the iſland's intereſt in his royal favour : and what I urged 
in general to them at their meeting, I had not been wanting to preſs to 
them em apart individually before it: then ſwore them a clerk of my ap- 
pointing, which they took not well, alledging it was their right to chooſe 
their own clerk. TI w bony no; for that the king did grant by patent 
the clerk of the parli ſo that they were uneaſily over- ruled. The 
reaſon of my doing this was from their having an opinion that the votes 
of the houſe ſhould be kept a ſecret from me, and their paſſing a vote 
the former. ſeſſions, that to raiſe money, and diſpoſe of the ſame, was a 
right inherent in the aſſembly, of which 1 had no 2. in ſome four- 6 
teen days after, from any of them or their ſpeaker. 4-6/9 
1 much urged the whole aſſembly freely to argue, in the preſence of 
the council and their own members, for the reaſonableneſs of 'the matter 
commanded by the king, that, upon their difcourſing it openly and 
freely, they 45 be the better convinced of the neceſſity of their being 
Adutiful therein: but none of them, in my preſence and the council's, 
would undertake it; fo we left them, and the body of laws with them. 
Some days they ſpent in reading over again = body of laws under 
the great ſeal left with them; but rejected the many arguments I had 
laboured them with, and threw. all the laws out again: whereupon they 
appointed'a committee to draw up an addreſs, to be preſented by me to 
his majeſty. on their behalfs ; and in that time, Ke council, I drew 
a bill of revenue indefinitely, and gave it myſelf. to their ſpeaker; but 
that bill had no better ſucceſs, but was ans alſo, 


Upon 
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wo 


Upon this, on the * inſtant, the ſpeaker and afſembly being ſent APPEN- 
for to attend me in council, to ſhew cauſe why they did reject the bil of DIX. 


revenue ſo framed by us in purſuance of his 8 W therein 
they gave me no anſwer; 1 by their ſpeaker, deſired to preſent to me 


their addreſs, the ſpeaker contending to give it its due accent by reading 
it himſelf, a copy 


This addreſs is founded greatly upon 
Samuel Long, chief-juſtice of the iſland, and.one of the ki 
who Aceh er for the old Fraine of government, 0 
aſſembly is highly 


whereof is here ſent incloled. 
the advice 2 yaa ten ant-C olonel 


of 


's council, 


whom the 
opiniated, and eſteem him the patron of their rights 


and privile as. Engliſhmen, who had a hand in leaving the king's | 
name out . revenue bill, being then ſpeaker, and Joes not his 
having a hand in framing and adviſing ſome parts of the addreſs, which 
in whole is not truth; for, ets 
_ 1ſt. Whereas they alledge, that the civil governtnent commenced in 
my Lord Windſor's time; it is generally known, and recorded in our 
council-book, fifteen months before, in Colonel D' yley's time, and 
vill be proved by Sir. Thomas Lynch, who then himlelf nad an occaſion = 
of a trial by a jury, the foreman of which was Colonel B yndloſs. PEO 
Adly. They alledge the readineſs of governors to aſe martial law, 
particularly in Sar T homas Lynch's time; which is here coptradicted, 
for there was oily an order in council for the j ting it in force upon 
condition of any actual deſcent or invalion, and not otherwiſe ; neither 
- was it on foot really all this time here, 25 I am credibly informed upon 
good enquiry. 
| 34ly. As for its being in force in my time, it was not from my 
affecting, but the council adviſing tad their defiring it; as alſo the 
putting off the courts till February, in favour generally of the planters. 
Then, for their alledging ſo much to be done during the martial law, 
wholly at the charge of the country; that it is done is true, but the 
charge thereof they would clog the revenue bill with, amounting to 
twelve hundred and twenty-eight pounds, when, communibus annis, the 
bill of impoſt is but fifteen hundred pounds; of which twelve hundred 
and twenty- eight pounds there is not yet made payment of one farthing, ; 
nor any proſpect how it may, ſince the revenue is ſo much anticipated 
| from the want of money in the treaſury, occaſioned by my Lord Vaughan $ 
letting fall the bill of revenue before his departure. 
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N U M B ER xtx. e 61/Y 
BOOk Tobis Excellng Charts Earl of Cp FERN I groeruer, and: 
II. 5 * oc. 3% 


The bumbli addreſs of the affenbly of this his 8 und. in anſwer: 
to the report of the right honourable: the lords of the committee of 
trade and plantations,. made to bis majeſfly's council; which we 
entreat bis ercellenq may be humbly profented to. bis maſt ſacred: 
may and. bis co 


WE, his. majeſty's moſt 1 n. and obedient ſübjects, * aſſe mbly of 
this-his iſland of Jamaica;. cannot” without infinite grief of mind read the- 
report.made to his majeſty by the right honourable cb the lords of the com 

mittee for trade and plantations; wherein; by. the. relations made by 
their lordſhips unto his majeſty, they. have repreſented us as a people full: 

of animoſity; unreaſonable, irregular, violent, undutiful, and tranſ prefiing: 
both the bounds of duty and loyalty; tlie bitterneſs. of which characters 
were we in the leaft part conſcious to have deſtryved, we ſhould, like 
Job, have ſaid; © Behold, we are. wie:: w W we will : 
« Jay our hands upon our mouths.” 
But, left our filence ſhould” argue our guilt, we fall, in all humility, 
endeavour to make appear we have always demeaned ourſelves as be- 
cometh good and obedient ſubjects, and thoſs who acknowledge and are 
truly ſenſible of the many favours received from his majeſty ; the truth; 
of which reſting only on matter of fact being related, and the falſe co- 
jours which hitherto have been thrown on us being wallied'off,” we ſhall: 
not doubt but his majeſty will ſoon. entertain a better opinion . of his. 
fubjects of this iſland. 
Wie muſt, therefore, humbly beg- a his- majeſty wilt with patience 
be pleaſed to hear the account of our proceedings; which truly to mani-- 

En we muſt be forced to look back fo far as Sir Charles Lytrleton's . 

and Sir Thomas Modyford's entrance upon their government : * 
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up the form of a civil government, and wholly to lay aſide that of an 


army, which, until that time, was deemed the fupreme authority; when — go 


after, u upon their ſeveral-arrivals, by order from his majeſty, and accord- 
ing to the method of his majeſty's moſt ancient plantations, they called 
afſemblies, : and ſettled the government of the iſland. in ſuch good form, 


chat, until his excellency the Earl of Carliſle's firſt arrival, his majeſty 


thought not fit to alter it,- though ſeveral 
changed, which muſt neceſſarily infer the 


governors in that time were 


the eſtates here are wonderfully increaſed, as is evident by the great 


 farisfaQtion they received by thoſe wholeſome laws then began, and until 


that time continued, the change of which laws we had no reaſon to- 


: ep; being done on ſuch mature deliberation from home: 


But to return to anſwer: the firſt thing their lordſhips are pleated te to 


accuſe us of is,, preſuming to. queſtion his mazefty's power over the 
militia ; which, how. much they are miſinformed in it, will hereunder: 


appear: but we muſt firſt repeat the clauſe againſt which, we humbly | 
| conceive, we had Joſt reaſons. to take exceptions, . which clauſe is as 


followeth: 5 
=» . . * it is hereby FOR enacted! and dechired” by 
« the authority aforeſaid, that nothing in this act contained be expounded; 


 «. conſtrued, or underſtood, to diminiſh, alter, or abridge, the power of. 
© the gov vernor or commander in chief for the time being; bur that in- 
all things he may, upon all occaſions or exigencies, act as captain 
general and governor in chief, according to and in purſuance of all: 


* the powers and authorities given to him by his majeſty s commiſſion; 


« any thing in this act or oy other. to the contrary. 1 im anywiſe note 


« withſtanding.” 


In their: lordſhips obſervations, * they take no notice that the 


power given by that clauſe extends as well to the governor as captain- 
general, nor of the words © any thing in this act or any other to the 


4. contrary notwithſtanding,” which words, being plain, need no references 
to- 


goodneſs: and reaſon of it, as 
well as the fatisfaftion of the people (ſince, from that time; they berook 
themſelves-to ſettle plantations) eſpecially the merchants, by which means 


number of fhips loaden here by ob induſtry of the planter ; = = 
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At which time, we humbly conceive, the iſland began e take APPEN- 


DIX., 
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by his maeſty's commiſſion, and, by that commiſſion, the inſtructions 


oOccaſion. 5 
- Tm the government of Sir Thomas Modyford, in the years 1669 and 
1666, the whole iſland was put under law martial for many months 


together; in which time, by the inhabitants and their blacks, Fort- 
Charles was made cloſe, which to that time wanted a whole line, and 
alſo the breaſt- work at Port- Royal was 3 with a very ſmall charge 


Was 


HISTORY OF THE 


to expound them, being conſented to, there is no occaſion of making 
any other law, becauſe that makes all the powers and authorities given 


which ſhall be after given to him, ſhall be law, though it be to the 


nulling of any beneficial law, made either here or in England, by which 
we are ſecured both in life and in eſtate ; the like of which was never 


done in any of his majeſty's dominions whatſoever, and is in effect to 
enact will to be law, and will be conſtrued (we fear) to bind us by the 


old rule of law, that every man may renounce his own right: and if their 


lordſhips had heen pleaſed to have as well remembered the other clauſes 
of the act of the militia, we cannot think they would have ſaid we had 
queſtioned his majeſty's power over it, for no act of 


and in that faith is beſt juſtified by works, it will not be amiſs to inſtance 


England gives his 
- majeſty the like power over the militia as ours doth ; for, on any appre+ - 
henſion of danger, the general with his council of officers have power to 

put the law martial on foot for what time they pleaſe, and to command 
us in our own perſons, our ſervants, negroes, horſes, even all that we 
have, to his majeſty's ſervice ; which having been ſo often put in practice 
will need the leſs proof : but how readily and willingly we have obeyed, 


ſome times, and what hath been done in thoſe times, by the charge and 


labour of his majeſty's ſubjects here, under the ſeveral governors; none 


of which have left unexperimented the ſtrength of his majeſty's com- 


miſſion, and the virtue or n 


to his majeſty. 


In the time of Sir Thomas Lynch, in the year 167 * che law martial 
again ſet on foot; Fort-James built by the contributions of the 


gentlemen of his majeſty” s council and aſſembly, and ſeveral other of his 
majeſty's good ſubjects in this iſland, which amounted to a very conſi- 
derable ſum of money; a dreaſt-work thrown up at Old-Harbour and 


» | | ſeveral 
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Port-Morant. - 

In Lord Vaughan's time; thougly there 
yer he wanted not the trial: of bis power: alſo in the! militia, and our 
obedience to it; for he commanded out a company of the inhabitants 
in ſcarch of a Spaniſh barquae lungu, who was ſaid to have robbed a ſloop 
belonging to this iſland upon the coaſt of Cuba: he, likewiſe, in favour 
of the royal company, commanded: out to ſex two veſſels; wic a com 
pany of the: militia and their captain, from Port-Royal, to ſeize” an 
| Interldper- riding in one of his: yy haben, and chere "by force 
ſeized; her. | 

In the time of Sir Henry Morgan being commander in chief; we were 
again put under martial law; in which time . r... 
and a new line at Fort- James, were built. 
LI aſtiy, in his excellency the Earl of-Carlide's i time (the preſent geo- 
vernor) the law martial was again put in force for about three months; 
in which time Fort- Morgan with: is laben and another line at Fort. 
 Jomes, and the breaſt-work reinforced very conſiderably in thickneſs and 

height, and new carriages were. made for! the guns, thoſe that came out 
"of England not being fit for land ſervice ; all hieb fortifications are 
NO LE CENCE OO * 

| Neither have we oped wanting: i 405 reſpect to bis majeſty a 
governors; the militia having abwaays waited on them to church, in 
their progreſſes, and on all public occaſions: and we may fafcly affirm 
with truth, that no militia in his majeſty's dominions-undergo the like 
military duty as his ſubjects in Jamaica; as is evident to all men that 
ever ſet foot in Port-Royal, which cannot be diſtinguiſhed from a gar- 
riſon, r or war, but by their not being pat for" 
their ſervice. 1 
To anſwer their lordſhips objections to the bill nenen wherein 
his mazeſty's name was left out, there are ſeveral members of this aſſem- 
bly now fitting who were members when that bill paſſed three times in 
form in the aſſernbly; and, upon the beſt recollection of their memories; 
they are fully perſuaded and do believe the bill was again ſent down + 
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BOOK with that amendment from the governor and council, according as it 


paſſed at the laſt : but, ſhould it have riſen in the aſſembly, they are 
very unfortunate if they muſt bear the cenſure of all miſtakes that may 
happen in preſenting laws to be paſſed, when both the governor and his 


council have their negative voices, which, had either of them made uſe. 


of in this point, would have been readily conſented to by the aſſembly, 


as they had formerly done, bath under the government of Sir Thomas 


Modyford and Sir Thomas Lynch, before whoſe time it had been raiſed 
without mentioning his majeſty s name, and that: without check; and 
we always concluded the governor's name in the enacting. part to be of 
the ſame effect as his majeſty's is in England, whom, in this particular, 
he ſeems rather to perſonate than repreſent : for which reaſons we hope, 


it ought not to have been itoputed to the aſſembly as their crime alto- 


gether, being conſented unto by his majeſty's governor; without any 
debate, and all applied by the act whereby it was "raiſed, to the very 


ſame public uſe his majeſty directs; and we are certain no inſtance can 


be given of any money diſpoſed of to any private uſe, but was always 


 iflued by the governor's Warrant, for the payment of his own and other : 
his general officers - rlaleries in this 2 ſome ſmall W 


charges of the government. 
Their lordſhips alſo 1 Fa che aflembly ered this bill, in we 


ſame meaſure and proportion as it is now propoſed, to Sir Thomas 


Lynch: in which their Jordſhips are miſinformed; for his majeſty's 


jnſtructions were, that the laws ſhould be in force for two years and no 

longer, which their lordſhips alſo acknowledge in the prior part of the 
report ; ſo that the eee eee and 
the particular uſes therein appointed. 8 11 


But had their lordſhips known how great 


gthening the iſland, we humbly conceive 
their lordſhips would have been of opinion, that we have no reaſon to 


| bar ourſelyes to perpetuity, and paſs the ſaid act without limitation of 


uſes or time; nor can we be ſo preſumptuous as to imagine the king can 
be hindered from making ſuch uſe of his own money as be ſhall think 
fit, and *pply it where he finds moſt — 


= 


ſums of money have hows” | 
| raiſed here, and how ſmall a part hath been applied to his majeſtys 
ſervice for the defence and ſtren 


* — 


. 


WEST INDIES. 297 


It is very true the laws contain many and great errors, as their lord- AEN. 

. ſhips may ſee by the afſembly's' journal; ſo that were the aſſembly aas DIX ad 
ne this new form as they are to be re Wren 1. 
ſtored to their old, above half the body of theſe laws, without amend- | 
ment, would never be reaſonable to paſs. 

As, to inſtance ſome few amongſt many : in the act for preventing 

damages by fire, a ſingle juſtice of the peace hath power of life and 
death; and the act of the militia e the and council to 
n iſland; and in the act directing the marſhal's 
ings, there is a clauſe that makes it felony for any perſon to 
conceal his own goods, left in his own poſſeſſion, after execution levied 
by that law, ſo that a man may be hanged for being poor, which, though 
inconvenient, was neyer till then accounted capital ; with others too 


long to be repeated. 
And whereas their lordſhips are pleaſed to ſay, that there is nothing 
imperfect or defective in theſe bills tranſmitted hither ; yet we humbly 
conceive, that no notice being taken in this body of laws how or in what 
nature we are to make uſe of the laws of England, either as they have 
reference to the preſervation of his majeſty ive or the ſubjects 


$ 
rights, we ought not in reaſon to conſent to theſe bills; for, nothing 
- appearing to the contrary, the governor is left, ad libitum, to uſe or refuſe 
as few or as many as he pleaſes, and ſuch as fuit with his occaſions ; <=» 
there being no direftions in them how to proceed according to the laws . 
of England, either in cauſes criminal or teſtamentary, and in many other | Dy, 
caſes which concern the quiet of the ſubject, bath in life and eſtate. 
We conceive alſo, that, whatſoever is ſaid to the contrary by their 
lordſhips in anſwer to the diſtance of places, this very laſt experiment is 
ſufficiently convincing of the truth of that allegation; ſince it is a year 
ſince this model came over and was debated, and before their lordſhips 
report came back, notwithſtanding one of the advices nn "by 1 
an expreſs. And. i 
22 their lordſhips ſay, we cannot be ſubject to more accidents | 
than his majeſty's kingdom of Ireland; to that we object, that advice 
and anſwers thence may be had in ten or 4 days, and that king- 
dom is already ſettled, our plantation but beginning, Bur further, 
Vol. I. Q q we 


295 HISTORY OF THE 


B o o k wecannot i imagine that Iriſh model of government was, in principio, erer 
. . intended for Engliſhmen : beſides, their lordſhips cannot but know, that 
. that model was introduced amongſt them by a law made by themſelves in 
Ireland, and fo conſequently bound them, which, being now generally 
' _ Known to all thoſe who remove thither, they have no cauſe to repine at, 
- that being their choice to hve under it or ſtay from it, and was made for 
the preſervation of the Engliſh againſt the Iriſh faction. As there is not 
the ſame cauſe, ſo there is not the ſame reaſon, for impoſing the ſame on 
us, unleſs we did it ourſelves, who are all his majeſty's natural-born ſub- 
jects of his kingdom of England; which is the reaſon the parliament 
give, in all their acts concerning the plantations, for obliging us by them 
to what, and with whom, and in what manner, we may trade, and impoſe 
a tax on us here in caſe of trade from one colony to another; and it is 
but equity then, that the ſame law ſhould have the ſame power of * 
As e. 
His majeſty giving a power, on urgent occaſions, to raiſe monies the | 
old way, only ſecures the king's officers their ſalaries, which elſe they had 
been diſappointed of; the act of the militia which was heretofore con- 
ſented to, ever providing, that, on alarm or invaſion, the commander in 
chief ſhould have unlimited power over all perſons, eſtates, and things, 
neceſſary on ſuch urgencies. 
As to the 7th, the aſſembly fay,. they never defired am power bur 
What his majeſty's governors aſſured them was their birth · rights, and 
what they ſuppoſed his majeſty's moſt gracious proclamation allowed 
them: alſo, his majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed: to write a letter to his 
governor Sir Thomas Lynch, after the double trial of one Peter Johnſon, 
a pirate, ſignifying his. diſlike that any thing ſhould. be done that ſhould; 
cauſe any doubt in his ſubjects, in not enjoying all the privileges of 
ſubjects of the kingdom of England, or to that effect. 
But as to the obſtructing of juſtice againſt Brown, the pirate, what 
they did, though not juſtifiable in the manner, was out of an aſſurance, 
that we had no law in force then to declare my lord chancellor of Eng- 
land's power and our chancellor's here equal, in granting commiſſions. 
in purſuance of the ſtatute of Henry the eighth; which alſo his majeſty 
and. conc. perceiving, have, | in the new body of laws, ſent one to ſupply. 
| — 
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deavoured to preſerve the form of juſtice, and juſtice itſelf, and, after 


that want: and if they, not meddling with the merits of the cauſe, en- APPEN. 


DIX. 


denial of . petitions, joined with the council, were led beyond their 


duty (for which they were ſharply reprimanded by the then governor): 
they do hope for and humbly beg his majeſty s pardon. _ 

And as for the act upon which he came in, it aroſe not in the aſſembly, 
but was ſent from the council, to be 3 to by them, which was 


accordingly done. 


And as to the 2 — of Mr. Thomas Martyn, one of their 
members, for taking out proceſs in chancery in his own' private concern 


againſt ſeveral other members, and of the council, the aſſembly then 
Grting, and for other miſdemeanors and breach of the rules of the houſe; 
they hope it is juſtifiable, the king's governor having affured them, that 
they had the ſame power over their members which the houſe of com- 


mons have, and all ſpeakers here praying, and the governors granting, | 


the uſual petitions of ſeakern 1 in England, _. 
Seeing the governor hath power to turn out a counſellor, and turning 


out. incapacitates him from being an aſſembly- man, no {counſellor dares 


give his opinion againſt the governor, under danger of leſs penalty than 
loſing that which he thinks his birth-right : alſo, a governor being 


chancellor, ordinary, and admiral, joined with his military authority, 


lodges ſo great a power in him, that being united and executed in one 


perſon to turn it /otum in qualibet parte, ſo that he ar. invalidate any | 


thing done under his own commiſſion. 
There is no doubt but, by this new way, it is in the afſembly* 8 power 


and leave unpaſſed all that may be thought moſt neceſſary for his majeſty , 
which advantage they not laying hold on, hope it will be an evidence they 
are careful of his majeſty” $ prerogative, as 
ſubject to be. 

It is without controverſy that the old ** of government, which 
Was ordered ſo like his mateſty S kingdom of England, muſt of conſe- 
quence be of greater encouragement to all his majeſty's ſubjects, as well 


mation i in my Lord Windſor's time, and by thoſe gracious inſtructions 
K given 


to conſent to and perpetuate ſuch laws as are wholly of benefit to them, | 


as it is the duty of every good 


as ſtrangers, to remove themſelves hither. Upon his majeſty” s procla- 
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BOOK given to Sir Thomas Modyford, all or moſt part of the ſugar planta- 
> tions have been ſettled ; and the major part of the ſaid planters being 
x — ſuch who arrived here and ſettled upon the general liking of the mo- 
del firſt conſtituted, and in belief that they loſt not any of the privileges 
of his majeſty's ſubjects of the kingdom of England by their removal 
hither, and having by no act, as we believe, either provoked his majeſty 
or forfeited our rights, or ever deſiring or attempting to leſſen or queſ- 
tion his majeſty's prerogative, the preſervation whereof we ever deemed 
the beſt means of preſerving our own privileges and eſtates, we ſhall pre- 
ſume to hope for the continuance of his majeſty 8 favour, which 1 is im- 
poſſible for us ever to forget. 
And whereas their lordſhips are pleaſed to offer their advice to his 
| majeſty, to furniſh his governor with ſuch powers as were formerly given 
to Colonel D'Oyley and others, in whoſe time the then accounted army 
was not diſbanded, but ſo continued till Lord Windſor's arrival, who 
brought over the king's royal donative and order to ſettle the civil go- 
vernment: we hope their lordſhips intend not that we are to be go- 
verned by or as an army, or that the governor be empowered to levy 
any tax by himſelf and council; ſince his majeſty having diſchargegh him 
ſelf and council, by an act of parliament, of any ſuch power over any of 
his majeſty's ſubjects of his e aa of England, as we undoubtedly are, 
it will be very hard to have any impoſition laid on us but by our own 
conſents ; for their lordſhips well os that no derived power is greater 
than the primitive. 
However, if his moſt gracious ma jeſty ſhall not think fit to alter this 
model, but we are to be governed by the governor and council, accord- 
ing to their lordſhips advice, yet we humbly beſeech his majeſty to do 
us the grace to believe, that we are fo ſenſible of our duty and allegiance, 
INES that our ſubmiſſion to and comportment under his majeſty's authority 
. | ſhall be ſuch as that, we hope, he, in his due time, will be graciouſly 
EE pleaſed to reſtore unto us our ancient form of government, under which 
it hath hitherto pleaſed God to proſper us : ending with our hearty 
prayers for his majeſty's long and happy reign over us, and moſt humbly 
begging his majeſty's pardon of all our errors and miſtakes, and a gra- 
cious interpretation of this our anſwer ; proteſting, from the-bottom of x 
our _— 
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our hearts, that we are and reſolve to die his nn and APPE N. 
66—— | DIX. 
KO ot oat res — - 


 RowLand Pow, Cl. Conc. 


N U M B E R . 
The bumble tefire and. infification of the mender of bi moi : 
council, nm Governor in * . 


THE *** of he frame of — in this his majeſty 3. 
illand of Jamaica unto that of his kingdom of Ireland, which his ma- 
belty, the beſt and greateſt of kings, hath graciouſly commanded us to- g 
ſubmit unto and own, we, his majeſty? s truly loyal and dutiful ſubjects, 
| hitherto have and yet do, by a willing readineſs, and ready willingneſs, 
declare our entire obedience and hearty conformity thereunto, becauſe- 
| his majgſty commands. 

And although his aten 8 great perſpicuity and truly royal prudence 
is beſt able to determine what government is the fitteſt for his ſubjects 
in this iſland, yet, with all due ſubmiſſion, in all humility, we beg * 
to repreſent to his majeſty the great inconvenience * the n 
frame, in tranſmitting our laws home. 

The vaſt diſtance of place will of neceſſity require a great expence 
of time, between the firſt framing our laws here and the tranſmitting and 
return of them hither again; ſo that, before they can be paſſed into 
laws by the aſſembly. here, there will probably as great cauſe ariſe to alter 
as there were at firſt to make them. 
And, with all due ſubmiſſion, we judge it even impoſſible to adapt. 
laws to the preſent conſtitution, ſo as not to admit of often and 
alterations; for,. according to. our experience hitherto, we have found: | 
urgent. occaſions to alter and amend the laws, that have more imme- 
diately concerned us here, at the leaſt every two years ; and we cannot- 
foreſee but we ſhall lie under the lame neceſſity ſtill: ſo that if his ma- 


zeſty, 
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BOOK hs graciouſly pleaſe to take it into his princely conſideration, and either 
II. reſtore to us our former power and way or method of paſſing laws, or 


At leaſt remit that part of the preſent method of making laws which only 
concerns us here, as they may paſs without tranſmitting the ſame, we 
hope, by our preſent ſubmiſſion and entire obedience to all his laws here, 
his majeſty will be a glorious prince and his ſubjects here an happy 
people. _ 

And whereas the gentlemen - of the affemibly, in their addreſs to his 
majeſty read here in council the' 15th of November, 1679, do declare, 
0 that as to the bill of revenue wherein his majeſty's name was left out, that 
there are ſeveral of the members of theif aſſembly now fitting who were 
members when that bill paſſed three times in form in the afſembly, and, 
upon the beſt recollection of their memories, they are fully perſuaded _ 
and do believe the bill was again ſent down with that amendment from 
the governor and council, according as it paſſed at the laft : we, the gen- 
tlemen-of his majeſty's council here preſent at the paſſing of the bill, do 
_ moſt humbly and with all ſeriouſneſs aver and declare, that we were fo 
far from conſenting the ſaid bill ſhould paſs without his majeſty's name 
in it, that we do not remember it was ever debated or mentioned in 
council; and further, that, to the beſt of our reſpective knowledge, it 
was read three times, and paſſed the council-board, with his majeſty's 
name in it: and we are the rather induced to this our confidence, be- 
cauſe we find the original act was razed, and, by the then ſpeaker's own 
hand, interlined ; and moreover, the ſeveral amendments of the ſaid bill, 
that were made in council, were all taken notice of in the minutes in our 
council-books, and no mention made of this ; and the gentlemen of the 
aſſembly do produce nothing out of their journal to juſtify the reflections 
. upon us; therefore it is to be preſumed they cannot. 
And we do further humbly and unanimouſly declare, we never did at 
any time, either jointly or ſeverally, make any complaint to the aſſembly, 
or any of them, of the power given by his majeſty to his excellency our 
preſent governor to ſuſpend any of his majeſty's council here ; for as 
we have hitherto yielded all due obedience and ſubmiſſion to his ma- 
jeſty's royal will and pleaſure concerning us, ſo we hope we ſhall ap- 
: prove ourſelves fuch, and, as in duty bound, ever pray for his ma- 


jeſty's 
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jeſty's long life, and that he may proſperouſly and criumphantly APPEN. 
reign over us. DIX. 


T his was 3 agreed to in council by the reſpective — 
members thereof who were preſent at the paſſing the bill of 
revenue: Colonel Thomas Ballard, Colonel John Cope, N 
Colonel Robert Byndloſs, . Colonel Thomas Freeman, Co- 5 
tonel William Joy, 23 * homas F * John White, 
Eſquire ; 


< 


5 And conſented to by he whole council, excepting Lieureant- Colonel 
* Samuel Long. 


Received from the he Var of Carliſle, 26th February, 1679-80. * 
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At the committee of trade and plantations, i in the council. 
chamber at Whitehall, the 5th of March, 1679-80, 


PRESEN T, 


Prince Rupert, Marquis of Worceſter, Mr. Hyde, 
Lord Prefident, Earl of Bridgwater, Mr. Secretary Coventry, 
Lord Privy-Seal, Earl of Eſſen, Sir * Jenkins. 


A LETTER from the Earl of Carliſle to che a dated: 
23d of November laſt, is read, wherein his lordſhip acquaints the com- 
' mittee, that, having called the council. and aſſembly together, he had- 
cauſed their lordſhips report of the 28th of May to be publicly read; 
which their lordſhips think to be dilagreeable to the directions of the 


| 3 report, 
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report, which was only preſented to his majeſty for his information, and 
in order to furniſh the Earl of Carliſle, when occaſion ſhould ſerve, with 
ſuch arguments as might be fit to be uſed in juſtification of his majeſty's 
commiſſion and inſtructions; and their lordſhips particularly take no- 
tice, that it was neither neceſſary nor convenient for him to expoſe his 


inſtructions to the afſembly : and as to the clerk of the aſſembly, which 


his lordſhip had appointed, the committee does very much approve his 


lordſhip's proceedings therein, and will defire him to continue the ſame | 
method for the future. 


And whereas Colonel Long i is — to have a hand in leaving 


out the king's name in the late bill of revenue, and in framing and ad- 


viſing the addreſs of the afſembly now tranſmitted to his majeſty ; their 


lordſhips will report, that the Earl of Carliſle may be ordered to ſend 
him to England, to anſwer what is laid to his charge. 


The addreſs of the aſſembly of Jamaica to his majeſty, i in aiſle to a 
report of the committee approved on the 28th of May laſt, being read, 


their lordſhips obſerve, that there are many falſities and miſtakes con- 


tained therein. 
Firſt, it is alledged by the aſſembly, that the iſland took up the civil 


form of government in the time of Sir Thomas Modyford and Sir 
Charles Lyttelton; whereas it is certain, that Colonel D'Oyley had a 
commiſſion, ſoon after his majeſty” 8 e to govern by the civil 


power . 


As to their denial of having left out his majeſty s name in the revenue 
bill, it is evident, by the juſtification of the council, and aſſurance of the 
Lord Vaughan, that the bill paſſed the governor and council with his 
majeſty's name, which was afterwards left out, or eraſed, as may be ſux 


| poſed by the interlineation that yet appears upon the original bill. 


And whereas it is ſaid, that their lordſhips are miſinformed, in affirm- 
ing that the aſſembly had before offered the bill of revenue in the ſame 
meaſure and proportion as 1s now propoſed, ſince the laws were to be in 
force for two years, and no longer: the aſſembly have quite forgotten, 
or pretended to be ignorant of, the powers ſettled by his majeſty” s com- 
miſſion to Sir Thomas Lynch, whereby the laws. were to be in force for 
two years, and no longer, unleſs confirmed by his majeſty within that 
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time; fo that the er by Sir Thomas Lynch wanted only his APPEN. 
majeſty's approbation to render it . DI. — 


The aſſembly ſurther mentions the great ſums raiſed in Jamaica, — 
which had not been employed to his majeſty's ſervice; but does not 


inſtance the miſapplication of any . of che revenue by any of the g9- 
vernors. 


It is alſo to be obſerved, that the Fin for preventing damages by fire, | 
of which they complain, was firſt made by them; as alſo the act di- 
recting the marſhal's proceedings cannot be but very reaſonable, and for * 1 2 
the advantage of the planters, fince it gives them the uſe of their goods n 
after execution, and enables them the better to pay their debts. 
And whereas the aſſembly complains, that there is no law tranſmitted 
to them for aſcertaining the laws of England : it is thought reaſonable, 
that his majeſty ſhould retain within himſelf the power 'of , appointing 
the laws of England to be 1 in full force in that iſland, as he ſhall find ne- 
cCedſſi 
L We delays and length of time, alledged by them in reference to the 
model preſcribed by his majeſty, were wholly occaſioned by the refrac- 
torineſs of the aſſembly, and not by the diſtance of places, or other. 
reaſons. 
What they object concerning Ireland, in an to Jamaica, i is frivo- 
lous; ſince the Engliſh there have right to the ſame privileges as thoſe of 
Jamaica, and are bound up by acts of parliament | in England, as well as 
the inhabitants of Jamaica. 
To the 7th objection it is replied, that nothing has been done to take 
away their enjoyment of all the privileges of Engliſh ſubjects, ſince they . 
are governed by the laws and ſtatutes of this realm. 5 
Their unwarrantable proceedings in obſtructing of juſtice againſt 
Brown the pirate is confeſſed, and his majeſty's pardon prayed by 
them. 
Their lordſhips think the W of Martyn, and the articles 
preferred againſt him, altogether unjuſtifiable, not only as he was his ma- 
jeſty's collector, but as the aſſembly ought not, by the pretenſions of pri- | | 
vilege, to ſhelter themſelves from juſtice, there being no ſuch uſage in _ 
Barbadoes and other plantations. 
Vor. I. | _— In 
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'B „On K | Inthe gth place, vis altogether erroncous in the afſembly to think it is, 


a 3 


their ſeveral unwarrantable proc 


by the preſent model, in their on power, to ſuch laws as are 
wholly of benefit to themſelves, and to reject fuch as are moſt neceſſary 
for his majeſty ; ſince the governor yet retains a negative voice, after the 
conſent of the aſſembly. 

And whereas they very much · inſiſt upon his mageſtys proclamation i in 


my Lord Windſor's time : his majeſty has not in any inftance withdrawn 


the effects of his promiſe to them, nor impoſed ſeveral rules and inftruc- 
tions that were preſcribed in Sir Thomas Modyford's commiſſion and in- 


ſtructions, whereby he had power, with the advice of the council, to raife 


money on ftrong liquors: and the affembly can as little believe they 
have not provoked his majeſty to keep a ſtrict eye upon them, after 
during the government of the 
Lord Vaughan, and ſince of the Earl of Carliſle, by their votes and 
otherwiſe. 

In the laſt place; i it is falſely n by the aſſembly, that the go- 
vernment remained under an army in Colonel D*'Oyley's time; fince it 


appears plainly by his commiſſion, that it was otherwiſe provided, and 


that the martial law was then laid aſide: fo that, upon the whole matter, 
n . all their errors and | 


The juſtification of the council of Jamaica, in * to the i imputation 
of the aſſembly, of their leaving out the king's name in the revenue bill, 


is alfo read; and to be made uſe of by the governor, to diſprove the 
allegations of the 3 in their own behalf, 


NUMBER 


rr 
4 1 
4 
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revenue; and declares, that he is very confident that the bill came up 
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NU M B ER XII. APPEN.” 


aw" bn _ ——— 
JAMAICA, 


At the committee of trade and plantations, in the council- 
chamber at Whitehall, W 
1679-80, 4 


Pars K NT, 
Lord Privy-Seal, | Earl of Bridgewater, | Sir Leolin Jenkins. 


THE Lord 6 1 Co- 
lonel Long, of Jamaica, for . name in the act of 


from the aſſembly to the council with the king's name in it, and that it 
was not put out 


by the council, nor by his privity ; and that when Mr. 
Martyn came to Jamaica with the king's patent to be collector, his lord- 
ſhip then ſent for the act, and perceived the interlineation to be in Colonel 
Long's hand ; and that his lordſhip does abſolutely agree with the coun- 
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HISTORY or THE 


» 0 © K | Tathe oth place, ei altogether eroneous i the aſl ro think it is, 


II. 


by the preſent model, in their own power, to accept ſuch laws as are 
wholly of benefit to themſelves, and to reject fuch as are moſt neceſſary 
for his majeſty ; fince the | ranged yet retains a IVE voice, after the 25 


conſent of the aſſembly. 


have not provoked his majeſty to keep a ſtriẽt eye upon 


is alſo read; 


And whereas they very much ·inſiſt upon his majeſty” S proclamation i in 


my Lord Windfor's time: his majeſty has not in any inſtance withdrawn 


the effects of his promiſe to them, nor impoſed ſeveral rules and inftruc- 
tions that were preſcribed in Sir Thomas Modyford's commiſſion and in- 
ſtructions, whereby he had power, with the advice of the council, to raiſe 
money on ſtrong liquors : and the aſſembly can as little believe they 
thera, after 
their ſeveral unwarrantable proce during the government of the 
Lord Vaughan, and ſince of the Earl of Carliſle, by their votes and 
* 

In the laſt place, i it is falſcly W by the aſſembly, that the g 
vernment remained under an army in Colonel D'Oyley's time; fince it 
appears plainly by his commiſſion, that it was otherwiſe provided, and 


dat the martial law was then laid aſide : ſo that, upon the whole matter, 


oy Hove eaſes 1o_ bag Bis mageRy"s E 


The juſtification of the council of Jamaica, in ** to the i imputation 
of the aſſembly, of their leaving out the king's name in the revenue bill, 
and to be made uſe of by the governor, to diſprove the 
allegations of the aſſembly in their own behalf. e 
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NUMBER 


XXIII. N 


* of an order in council.” 
JaMAICA, [EX 
At he nne ande end dsh in the U 
chamber at Whitehall, . "Oe 
1679-80, k : 


PAILSEZN x, 
Lord Privy-Seal, " Earl of Bridgewater, Sir Leolin Jenkins, 


THE Lord Vaughan attends; concerning the charge 
lonel Long, of Jamaica, for razing out the 


againſt Co- 


's name in the at of 


revenue; and declares, that he is very confident that the bill came up 


from the afſembly to the council with the king's name in it, and that it 


was not put out by the council, nor by his privity ; and that when Mr. 
Martyn came to Jamaica with the king's patent to be collector, his lord- 
ſhip then ſent for the act, and perceived the interlineation to be in Colonel 
Long's hand ; and that his lordſhip does abſolutely agree with the coun- 
Ell * 


1 NUMBER 


Y 


there, by vive of the a0 of tonnage and poundage, or other ace made 
in England? | 


4th. Whether wine or other goods, once brought into. England and 


HISTORY OF THE 


— 


NUMBER XXIV. 


1 Extras of an. order in council. 
Jamaica. Ree Fo. 3 a 5 | 
At the committee of trade and plantations, in the council- 

chamber at 1 Thurſday the 11th of March, 


1679-80, 
TIS PRESENT, Ed 
Lord P rivy-Seal, Earl of Bridgwater, x | 


; 


THEIR lonkkips take i into conſideration the ſtate of the govern- | 
ment in Jamaica, and agree to refer the queries following to Mr. * 


torney and Mr. Solicitor General, for their opinions therein; viz. 
iſt. Whether, from the 
's ſubjects inhabiting and there have a 


land, as Engliſhmen, or by virtue of the king's proclamation, or 
otherwiſe ? 


2d. Whether his majeſty's fubjects of Jamaica, claiming to be 


go- 
verned by the laws of England, are not bound as well by ſuch laws as are 


beneficial to the king, by appointing taxes and ſubſidies for the ſupport of 


the government, as by other us, which tend only to the benefit and eaſe 
of the ſubject? 


zd. Whether the ſubſidies of tonnage and poundage upon goods that 
may by law, or ſhall be directly carried to Jamaica, be not payable, ac- 
cording to law, by his majeſty's ſubjects inhabiting that iſland, or trading 


tranſported from thence, upon which the reſpective abatements are al- 


_ lowed upon exportation, according to law, the ſame being afterwards car- 


paſt and preſent ſtate of Jamaica, 3 
right to the laws ok 
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WEST INDIES. 309 


ried to Jamaica and landed there, ſhall not be liable to the payment of APPEN. 
the full duty of tonnage and poundage which it ſhould have paid if con- DIX, 
fumed in England, deducting only ſuch part of the ſaid duty as ſhall not arent 
de repaid in England upon exportation of the ſaid. goods from thence? 
Which queries were accordingly tranimitted to Mr. Attorney and Mr. 
Solicitor General, with a paper containing the and * ſtate of 
Jamaica, i reno the government. | is 


NUMBER xXxXV. 


ue ol. Attorney and My Solicitor Genel 
| Concil-chamber, 1100 Merch, 1675 0. 


. 


IHE . lan- Fe 
eons, upon conerion of the f of Jaraica have fared the queſ | 12h 
W WC; 8 a 


(er were i the queries fated in 1 a — 1 . 


To which queſtions their lordſhips deſire your cate i in writing, with. 
all convenient ſpeed: and, for your information, I have incloſed 4 Paper, 


containing a Hort account of the paſt aud preſent fate of the government in 
Jamaica; and in caſe you ſhould require any further ſatisfaction therein, 
or touching the queries referred unto you, i am ordered by the lords of 


. time or ** ſhall think fit to. 
appoint. 


I am, with. ll reſpekt, gentlemen, Ge. 
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mor VEAL be e NUMBER XXVI. 
3 | ——ͤ an her — | 
Jamaica. 
At the committee of trade and n in the e 
chamber at Whitehall, the 27th of _ %. 
PR E SE N T, 3 
Prince Rupert, Earl of Eſſex, ee Mr. Hyde, — 5 
Lord Preſident, Viſcount Fauconberg, Mr. Secretary Jenkins. 
Earl of Sunderland, ES | 8 


MR. Anorney and Mr. Salicivr General having likewiſe acquainted 
the committee, that, upon conſideration of the four queſtions concerni 
Jamaica, referred unto them the 11th of March, they did find them of 
ſuch difficulty and moment as to deſerve the opinion of the judges: 
it is agreed that they be accordingly referred unta the judges ; upon 
whom Mr. Attorney and Mr. Solicitor General are deſired to attend with 
them; Mr. Attorney having firſt delivered his opinion, © that the people 
te of Jamaica have no right to be governed by the laws of England, but 
_ & by ſuch laws as are made there, and eſtabliſhed by his majeſty's autho- 
© rity.” But whereas Mr. Solicitor General doth deliver his opinion, 
that the word * dominion,” in the act of parliament for tonnage and 
poundage, may ſeem rather to imply the dominion of Wales and Ber-. 
wick upon Tweed only, than to extend to the plantations; and more 
eſpecially, as Mr. Attorney alledges, fince the iſlands of Guernſey and 
Jerſey are not concerned in that act; their lordſhips order the two firſt 
_ queſtions only to be ſent unto the judges, without any mention to be 
made of the two laſt, which particularize the act of tonnage and 


poundage. 


NUMBER 
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NUMBER XXVII. 


I AM commanded by the ri ight honourable the lords of the peivy- 


council appointed a committee of trade and foreign plantations to ſignify 
ww eee attend his majeſty's judges with the queſtions fol. 


iſt. Whether from the paſt and preſent fate of Jamaice, his majeſty's 
ſubjects inhabiting and trading there have a right to the laws of Eng- 
add as Emmen, or by WW . 
wiſe? 
ad. Whether his majeſty's ſubjeQ of Jainics Amn 26 wa. 
verned by the laws of England, are not bound as well by ſuch laws'as 
are beneficial to the king, by appointing taxes and ſubſidies for the ſup- 
bor of the genen el br other lows, wund reid only to the benefit 
aud caſe of the ſubjett? £ 

Which queſtions their lordſhips deſire his majeſty's judges to conſider 
2 and to — ay areg 9 


Tam, — SED 
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NUMBER XXVII. 
Order to the judges about the queſtion. of Jamaics. | 
At the court at Whitchall, the 23d of June, 1680, © 
PA, 8 1 
r 


Prince Rupert, Py Lord . 
Archbp. of Canterbury, Earl of Sunderland, 


Lord Chancellor, Earl of Clarendon, 
Lord Preſident, Earl of Bath, 
Lord Privy-Seal, 


Duke of Albemarle, 
Marquis of We E 
Earl of O Lord Chief Juſtice North, 


ir de ee :etec that Mr. Amomney. and My. So- 
licitor General do attend his majefty's judges, and deſire them to aſ- 
ſemble with all convenient ſpeed, ws, bing! aſſembled, to confer with 
them concerning this queſtion ;: viz. 

Whether, by his majeſty's letter, rs. or n an- 


nexed, his majeſty hath excluded himſelf from the power of eſtabliſhing 


laws in Jamaica, it being a conquered country, and all laws 0 by 
authority there being now expired ? 

And that, upon receiving the opinions of his majeſty” s judges, 0 
their bands in writing, they do report the ſame to the lords of the privy- 
council appointed a committee for trade 2 foreign Plantations. 
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ene Preſident, [Nas of Worker, Mr. Secretary Jenkins. 


'J ki ints the 222 nirtee, that C {| F 
- of Jamaica, had ſome days ies! ſurrendered himſelf to him, upon a 
bond of ten thouſand pounds given to the Earl of Carliſle to that 
Poe; and that he had taken his ſeeurity for the like lum, that he would 
attend the firſt council, on Friday nent, being the roch inſtant. 
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JAMAICA. 1 8 


At the committee of trade and plantations, in the council- 
chamber at Whitehall, 


8 
Prince Ruy upert, 0 Marquis of Worceſter, Earl of Bath, 
Lord Preſident, Earl of Clarendon, . Mr. Secretary Jenkins. 


THE Earl of Carliſle is called i in, and delivers a paper containing a 
charge againſt Colonel Long, which is read, conſiſting chiefly in three 
points ; viz. That he had razed the king's name out of the act for raiſing 


a public revenue; that he had granted an habeas cdrpus, being judge, for 
Vor. I. | Si 
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. HIS T ORT OF T HE 


BOOK a perſon condemned by law ; and had oppoſed the element of the coun- 
Hl. try purſuant to the king's orders. 
* And his lordſhip declaring, that ke had nothing more to ſay againſt 
A Colonel Long than was contained in that paper, only reſerving to him- 
— ſelf the liberty of explainitig what he had therein mentioned, Colonel 
. Long is called in, and the paper read to him; whereupon he poſitively 
denies that he had done any thing to the bill without the directions of the 
aſſembly; and that he believes, the rature happened, inaſmuch as the 
clerk of the aſſembly had tranſcribed the bill paſſed in Sir Thomas 
Lynch's time, which was now blotted out by the agreement of the go- 
vernor, council, and afſembly, and the words written in his hand were 
only added to make up the Ene, which othetwiſe would have been want- 
ing, which he did as ſpeaker of that afſembly from whom. he had direc- 
tions; which is confirmed, by the letters of Major Moleſworth, Mr. Ber- 
. nard, Mr. Aſhurſt, Mr. Burton, and of the clerk of the aſſembly. 
As to the granting an habeas corpus, he declares he did not know. the | 
perſon was condemned; and that it is uſual for the judges to fign blank 1 
habeas corpus s, which the clerk gives out in courſe. 5 
And that he never oppoſed the king's orders, otherwiſe than by ex- 


c L 
good of the country. | 25 | 
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ary bun of an m. income. 
Jamaica. Fo 1 3 4 Q.Si 11 1 : 
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chamber at Whitehall, Tueſday the „ | 


_ 1680, _ * 7 Sq vs 1 
Ts E "PazanNDT, 8 46-44 
Prince Rupert, | | Earl of Sunderland, Mr. Hyde, 
Lord Preſident, Earl of Clarendon, I Godolphin, 


Lord Privy-Seal, || Earl of Halifax, Mr. Secretary Jenkins, 
7 Marquis of Worceſter, "wn nr : Mr. 8 Seymour. 


THE Earl of Carlifle/ attending, avqualats!the bst the 
a for a public revenue will expire in March next, and chat the 


not give Sir Henry Morgan 
ſettlement of affairs ſhall be 


leave to 


paſs a temporary bill, until che full 


14th of January laſt (which is read) forbidding the governor to raiſe mo- 


his majeſty, which the aſſembly.will not be willing to paſs until the go- 


vernment be entirely ſettled in ſuch manner as may be more agreeable 
His lordſhip proceeds to 


to them than tho lakh mad, be ſuſpended. 
give an account of his tranſactions with the afſembly to perſuade them to 
paſs the revenue bill, and reads the of the aſſembly, and his 
anſwer to them ; whereof, and of the council-books, his lardihip is de- 
| fired to give a tranſcript to the committee. 


There having been two laws read which were entered 8 one 
made by Colonel D'Oyley and the council, for raiſing impoſts on li- 


quors, the other by Sir Charles Lyttelton and bis council, being a fup- 
plemental act to the former: 
And his lordſhip. acquainting the committee, chat, as for licences of 
taverns, he had ſet them on foot before he paſſed any bill of revenue: 
„ It 


will be left under very great neceſſities, in caſe the king do 


agreed on, which is like to take up a conſi- 
derable time; and therefore propoſes, that the order in council, dated the 


ney by any other act or order whatſoever chan by the bill tranſmitted by 


375 
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316 _ HISTORY, OF THE 
BOOK It is thereupon thought fit, by ſome of their K 
11. of Jamaica be induced to pals a perpetual bill, by having leave to appro- 
h—— Priate the revenue to the ſupport of the government. 155 
And the committee is appointed to meet again on this buſineſs on 


Thurſday, at nine o'clock-in the morning; when 1 and . 
2 * lately come over, are to 


4 © 


| N U 1 B * * XXII. 

JAMAICA, - 
3 At hs hu cb e ent rs . W Gd 
chamber at Whitehall. "Thurkday the 24 * October, 
3. 


Siegen ET a 633 45 e LE 7 5 | N 
Prince Rupert, Far of Clarendon, ndon,- Viſcount Paiie 
Lord Preſident, ' Earl of Eſſex,  Lard Obie Juſtice North, 

„ 8 1 ' "00? deeretar) * 


THE Earl of Carliſle . nh tos an entry in the © council. 
book of Jamaica, of a law paſſed by Colonel D'Oyley and the council, 
for raiſing a public revenue, and of another paſſed by Sir Charles Lyt- 
telton and the council, being a ſupplemental act to the former, both 
which are indefinite, and not determined by the comtriſſions of Colonel 
DO or 125 Lord Windfor, whoſe deputy Sir- Clinics Lehen 
Vas. 
| N Aſter which, Colonel Long and Mr. Aſnurſt are called i in (the ale 
| geentlemen of Jamaica being in the country) and being aſked, Why they 


were not willing that a perpetual bill of revenue ſhould paſs in Jamaica? 


they made anſwer, that they have no other way to make their aggriev. 

ances known to the king, to have them redreſſtd, than by the dependance 
| bol the governor upon the aſſembly, which is preſerved by paſſing tem- 
= | 8 bills of revenue; and that, a bill being paſſed, all the 
| ends of government would be n and there would be no further 
need of cy aſſemblies. To which my Lord of Carliſle replies, that, 


C) '.- notwithſtanding 


LEO _— IG TI "I bs 
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WEST IN D I E s. 
notwithſtanding any act for ** an im 


in that manner, yet the neceſſities and contingencies of the government 


are ſuch as to require the frequent calling of affemblies, for raiſing mo- 


ney by other mnogine, 266 Cu lee com. 
ing far ſhort of the expence of the government. 

I Their lordſhips tell Colonel Long, that, io caſe they be wilthin and paſs 
the act of revenue indefinitely, the king may be induced to ſettle other 
perpetual laws, which they ſhall propoſe as beneficial to them. 

I The gentlemen of Jamaica being withdrawn, their lordſhips enter upon 
a debate concerning a continuance of the two laws made by Colonel 


D'Oyley and Sir Charles Lyttelton before mentioned, and bow far the 
Engliſh laws and methods of 


« Fngland.”” 

Upon the whole matter, the committee defire my Lard Chief Juſtice 
Vary eee 
"0 tions following; viz. . 


- uſt. Whether the king, by bis proclamation ane 
Windſor s government, bis majeſty's letter dated 1 5th of January, 1672-3, 


or any other act, appearing by the laws of England er any laws of Ja- 


maica, or by his majeſty's commiſſions or inſtructions to his governors, 
has diveſted himſelf of the power he farmerly bad to alter the Op 
vernment in Jamaica? 


2d. Whether any act of the aſſembly of Jamaica, 6 or any dr aft of 


bis majeſty or his governors, have totally repealed the acts made by Co- 
| lonel D'Oyley and Sir Charles Lyttelton for railing a public 3 or 
vbether they are now in force? 


Memorandum, His majeſty being preſent, my Lord Chief Juſtice 
North was added to the committee, 


Memorandum, Colonel Long having i ſome tranſac- 
tions of my Lord Vaughan's during his government, bis lord- 
ſhip is to be ſummoned for the next meeting. 
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ought to take place in Famaica; 
and it is there alled ged, * that the laws of England cannot be in force in ano- 


« ther country, where the conſtitution of the place is different from that of | 
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poſt on liquors ſhould be paſſed. APPEN- 


DIX. 


BOOK. 
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NUMBER XXXIII. 


At the committee of trade and plantations, in an. 


88 cW6ũhhamber at Whizchall, on Monday the 18th * 
5 1680, 


| Jamaica. 


EE Saas; Bt | 
Lord Preſident, Earl of Clarendon, Lord Chief Juſtice North, 
Lord Privy-Seal, Earl of Halifax Mr. Secretary e 8 
Ne ä Lord TIE: F — Mr. Seymour. 


I MY Lord Chief Juſtice North _—_ acquainted the committee, that 
he had conſidered of the two queſtions pro 


poſed by their lordlhips ; and 
that, although ſome farther time would be requiſite for him to give in 
his anſwer, yet, in reſpec of the haſte that was neceſſary for ſettling the 
revenue, his lordſhip undertakes to return his anſwer at the next, meeting 
upon the ſecond queſtion; wherein his lordſhip is defired to take to bis 
aſſiſtance ſome other of his majeſty's judges ; viz. 
Wuether any act of the aſſembly of Jamaica, or any act of his majeſty 
or his governors, have totally repealed the acts made by Colonel D*'Oyley 


and Sir Charles Lyttelton, for _ a * revenue, or r whether they | 
are now in force? 
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5 „ the ommiwec of trade and lm ; in the council- 


ber, 1680, 


"+. 6 

1 PISI, led | SOLE et 
Lord Preſident, - - Earl of E, Dod Biſhop of London, 
Earl of Sunderland, Earl of Halifax, Mr. Secretary Jenkins, | 


Earl of Bridgwater, Lord Chief Jultice N North, Mr. pgs 


chamber at Whitehall, on Wedneſday the 2oth of Octo- 


MY Lad Chief Juſtice North having Fan his opinion in writ- 5 
ing upon the queſtion recommended to him at the laſt meeting, Colonel 


Long, Mr. Beeſton, Mr. Aſburſt, and other planters and merchants of | 


Jamaica, together with the Earl of Carliſle, are called in, and his 1 


revenue made in 1663 by Sir Charles Lyttelton is yet in force, as being 


not repealed by any ſubſequent acts, which were limited to the term of 


two years by his majeſty's commands. But Colonel Long objects, that 
there was a law made by Sir Thomas Modyford, which declares all laws, 


paſſed at Sir Charles Lyttclton's aſſemblies void, for want of due ſorm in 


the writs, and other particulars : whereupon they are bid to withdraw; 
and whereas my Lord Chief Juſtice North was not 
objection was made, their lordſhips think fit that he be acquainted there- 


are alſo deſired to be ready with the objections they have to make to his 
| lordſhip's report, — TEE TEEN to-morrow 
at —_— Shs 


NUMBER 
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e *1 5 


opinion is read to them ; whereby his lordſhip concludes, 1 


preſent when os | 


with, and deſired to renew his opinion; and the gentlemen of Jamaica 
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chamber at Whitehall, _ Thurklay 21ſt of Oktober, 
Wh 1680, | 
a Tat S555 7 x Det 
| Prince Rupert, @ Earl of Bridgwater, Mr. Hyde, 
Lord Preſident, Earl of Clarendon, Lord Chief Juſtice North, 
Marquis of Worceſter, Viſc. Fauconberg, | Mr. Secretary Jenkins. 


Im U en 06 e 
proclamation publiſhed in my Lord Windſor's time to be read: and 
thereupon their lordſhips expreſs their opinion, that his majeſty did 
thereby aſfare and ſettle the property of the inhabitants, but no# the go. 
 veriinens and forts" thince theſe quilions th wells Ws 21 | 
yo 1ſt. Whether, upon the conſideration of che commiſſion and inftruc- 
tions to Colonel D'Oyley and Sir Charles Lyttelton, and the conftitution 
of the iſland thereupon, the acts of council made by Colonel D'Oyley and 
Sir Charles Lyttelton were perpetual laws, 3 to the nn of 
the iſland? 
"<8 Whiaticr, Teppeling eee Sint nd pagan Wark ibs tb. 
ſequent bites, or the prothunaten th my Lord Wir > inn, hays nie 
away the force of theſe laws? 
And becauſe the gentlemen of Jamaica made divers objectious againſt 
the validity of thoſe laws, as being made by the governors and council 
without an aſſembly, and againſt the perpetuity of them, as being re 
pealed by ſubſequent laws ; their lee do therefore think it maſt 
conducing to his majeſty's ſervice, that Colonel Long, Major Beeſton, 
and Mr. Aſhurſt, do attend my Lord Chief Juſtice North, in order to 
explain to his lordſhip what is chiefly expected by them, whereby they 
may be induced to ſettle the revenue for the ſupport of the government, 
m the end matters may be brought to an accommodation. 
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DIX, 

3 Az ths e n aid n e bn the - — 
LE" chamber at Whitehall, 3 che 27th of October, 

. l 


| JaMaica. 


PARIS r, 


Lord Privy-Scal/ _  Exil of Bath, bi Chancelloe. of the Ex: 
Earl of Bridgwater, Earl of Halifax, On 1 23 
Lord Chamberlain, Wy "61 


MY Lord Chief Juſtice North reports, that he has been 3 
by the gentlemen of Jamaica, who have declared themſelves willing to 5 
grant the king a perpetual bill for the payment of the governors, and 
another bill for the payment of contingencies to continue for ſeven years, 
provided they may be reſtored to their ancient form of paſſing laws, and 
may be aſſured <a er — li- 
berty and property. 5 
Their lordſhips taking notice, that the revenue of Jamaica, Wi expire 
in March next, direct a letter to be prepared, for the approbation of the 8 
council, empowering Sir Henry Morgan to call an aſſembly, and to en- 
deavour the paſſing a temporary bill, with their conſent, for the revenue; 
and, in caſe of their refuſal, to raiſe the ſame in ſuch manner as hath been. 


_ Gone by — 4 | 5 fx | | | '1 


| Memorandum, At a nad on the. inftane, a draught 
of the aforementioned letter. was read. 


And upon reading the petition. of the planters, merchants, 4 iohabi- 
tants of Jamaica, praying to be reſtored to their ancient method of mak- 
ing laws, the lords of the committee are ordered to meet de die in diem, 
until they ſhall have agreed on ſuch a method for the making of laws, and 
the ſettlement of the government, as they ſhall find moſt convenient for 
his majeſty's ſervice. 
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JAMAICA. 


At the committee of trade and plantations, in the coundil- 
cChamber at Whitehall, on 1 the 28th of Octo- 
5 . | ber, 1680, 
| BEE PAS ZBT. | 
Prince Rupert, Earl of Clarendon, Biſhop of London, 
Lord Privy-Seal, Earl of Eflex, Mr. Hyde, | 
Lord Chamberlain, Earl of Halifax, Lord Chief Juſtice North, 
Earl of Bridgwater, Viſcount F den, Mr. R Jenkins. 
Earl of Sunderland, N AT 5 2 4 


THEIR lordih: ips * confidered that part of the letter from the 
| council of Jamaica, dated 2oth May laſt, that concerns the laws, and 
having read the petition of the merchants and planters of Jamaica, pre- 
ſented in council on the as alſo a paper prepared by 
Mr. Blackwayt, concerning the manner of making laws in Jamaica, 

their lordſhips, upon full conſideration and debate of what may beſt con- 
duce to his majeſty's ſervice, agree, that the preſent method of making laws 
oj in Barhadoes, as ſettled by the commiſſion of Sir Richard Dutton, be propoſed 
: unto bis majefly in council : and that powers be drawn up for the Earl of 
th Carliſle, with inſtructions ſuitable to that ſcheme ; and with reſpect to the 
preſent circumſtances of Jamaica, and that the aſſembly may be the more 
| eaſily induced to grant a revenue for the ſupport of the government, their 
lordſhips are of opinion, that his majeſty's quit - rents, and the tax on 
the wine · licences, as well as all other levies which now are or ſhall be 


made, be appropriated to the SO of the a and to no other 
ule whatſoever. 
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\ NUMBER XXXVIIL 
| Extrad? of an order in c. 
hehe ts 1 


chamber at Whitehall, on 3 the 30th of Oftober, 
1640. 


JAMAICA, 


PSA . NN 

Prince Rupert, Earl of-Sunderland, Viſcount Fauconberg, | 
Duke of Albemarle, Earl of Clarendon, . Earl of Halifax, 
Lord Chamberlain, Earl of Efſex, Mr. * 
Earl of Bridgwater. 


COLONEL Lav weld etier atv of Satin ahi 
are acquainted with the reſolutions of the committee to 
majeſty, that they may enjoy the ſame method of making laws as is now 
appointed „ eee eee 4 

* 


NUMBER XXXIX. 


on of powers 1 the Barl of Coll for c lows. 


Charles the Second, by the grace of God, king of anhand 
— 2 and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, 
| &c, 


To our right truſty and right l couſin C harles 
Earl of Carliſle, our captain- general and governor in 
chief in and over our iſland of Jamaica, and other the 

| territories depending thereon ; and to our deputy go- 
vernor and commander in chief ef our ſaid iſland; 
and, in caſe of their death or abſence, to our r council 
of J amaica. 


WHEREAS, by our - royal commiſſion bearing date the firſt of 
2 Maree, in the thirtieth year of our reign, we having thought fit to conſti- 


1 2 tute 
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report to his 


mn 


HISTORY. or: HER 


B 0 0 K tute and appoint you, Charles Earl of Carliſle, captain-general and go- 
Il. vernor in chief in and over our iſland of appar; and the territories de- 
— pending thereon, thereby commanding and requiring you, or in your 
abſence our deputy- governor, or our council, to do and execute all things 
belonging to the ſaid command, and the truſt repolid i in you, _— 
to the ſeveral powers or directions granted or appointed you by the fai 
commiſſion and the inſtructions therewith given you, or by further powers 
and inſtructions to be granted or appointed you under our ſignet and ſign 
manual, as by our ſaid commiſſion (reference being thereunto had) dorh 
more at large appear: and whereas it is neceſſary that good and wholeſome 
= and ordinances be ſettled and eſtabliſhed for the government and 
port of our iſland of Jamaica: we do hereby give and grant unto you 
Fo . power and authority, with the advice and conſent of the ſaid council, 
from time to time, as need ſhall require, to ſummon or call general aſſem- 
blies of the freeholders and planters within the ſaid iſland; in manner 
and form as is now practiſed in Jamaica. And our will and pleaſure is, 
that the perſons thereupon duly elected by the major part of the free 
holders of the reſpective pariſhes and places, and fo returned (baving, 
before their fitting, taken the oaths of allegiance and ſupremacy,, which 
you ſhall commiſſionate fit perſons, under the public ſeal of that ifland, 
to adminiſter, and without taking which none ſhall be capable of fitting, 
though elected) ſhall be called gen” held the general afſembly of our 
iſland of Jamaica; and that they, or the major part of them, hall have 
full power and authority, with the advice and conſent of yourſelf and of 
the council, to make, conſtitute, and ordain laws, ſtatutes, and ordi- 
nances, for the public peace, welfare, and good government of the faid - 
iſland, and of the people and inhabitants thereof, and ſuch other as ſhall 
. reſort thereto, and for the benefit of our heirs and ſucceſſors; which ſaid 
laws, ſtatutes, and ordinances, are to be (as near as cahveniently may be) 
agreeable to the laws and ſtatutes of our kingdom of England : n 
that all ſuch laws, ſtatutes, and ordinances, of what nature or duration 
| whatſoever, be, within three months, or by the firſt conveyance after the 
making the ſame, tranſmitted unto us under the public ſeal, for our 
allowance and approbation of them, as alſo duplicates thereof by the 
next conveyance ; and in caſe all or any of them (being not before con- 
firmed by us) ſhall at-any time be difallowed and not approved, and fo 
 Ggnified by us, our heirs or ſucceſſors, under our or their * manual 


or 
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or get, or by order of our or their privy-council, unto you, | the bs APPEN- 
Earl of Carliſle, or to the commander in chief of our ſaid iſland for the DIX. 
time being, then fuch or ſo many of them as ſhall be fo diſallowed and 
not approved ſhall from thenceforth ceaſe, determine, and be utterly * 
void and of none effect, any thing to the contrary thereof notw ithſtand- N 
ing. And, to the end nothing may be paſſed or done in our ſaid iſland . 
by the ſaid council or aſſembly to the prejudice of us, our heirs or ſuc- . 
ceſſors, we will and ordain that you, the ſaid Charles Earl of Carliſle, 1 
| ſhall have and enjoy a negative voice in the making or paſſing of all 5 
| laws, ſtatutes, and ordinances, as aforeſaid; and that you ſhall and may 
likewiſe, from time to time, as you ſhall judge ir 8 diſſolve all 
general aſſemblies, as aforeſaid; any thing in our commiſſion bearing | 
date as aforeſaid to the contrary hereof notwithſtanding. And our | — 1 
will and pleaſure Nn 32 
ſaid iſland, our deputy- governor for the time being exerciſe and ä 
enj y all and ſingular the powers and authorities hereby granted unto > = 
you, or intended to be gaanted you, the ſaid Charles Earl of Carliſle; | 1 
and in cafe he likewiſe happen to die, or be abſent from our ſaid iſland, 
we do hereby authorize and empower our council of Jamaica to execute 
the powers hereby given nenen . ; 
en. | 


* 


Given at pur court at Whitehall, ths 3d dy of Never, in 3 þ 
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The Britiſh Colonies in the Welt Indies. 


TT 3 T 
EN 6L158 CHARAIBEAN ISLANDS. 


"CHAP. 4. 
BARBADORES. 


* 


termination of the Proprietary Government. — graxted 

to the Crown of 44 per centum on all Produce exported—bow 
e e of the 2 of Navigation. —Situation and 
_ Extent of the Iſland. Sui! and Produce.—Population—De- 


Cline, and Canfes thereof. * and Imports. 


HE Illand Ab et which I now propels: to CHAP. 
treat, was probably firſt diſcovered by the Portugueſe in 


their voyages from Brafil ; and from them it received the name 


Which it ſtill retains 7a). It was found without occupants or 


(a) li is ſaid not to have been noticed in any ſca-chart before the year 1600, 
$ 


claimants. 


1. 
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* 


428. : 


B O 34 
5 III. 


of ſwine for the benefit of ſuch of their countrymen as might 
a8 * found 1 _ - Ts IE IM 


HISTORY. oF THE 


editing, The Charaibes, for reaſons altogether aki; * 

us, bad deferted it; awd the Portugueſe, ſatisfied with the ſplendid 
regions they had acquired on the Continent, ſeem to have con 
fidered it 28 of little value. Having farniſhed it with a breed 


navigate the ſame track, they left the iſland in all other reſpects 


899 1 


u 


2091 10100 U 214 at 1 
Oy the Engliſh, dis Gt who dnn in 


5 99 1 


this iſland, were the crew of a 4 ſhip called the Olive Bloſſom, 


bound from London to Surinam, in 169 5c and fitted out at the 
expence of Sir Olive Leigh, whom Purchas tiles a worſhip- 
ful knight of Kent. Finding it without inhabitants, they 
took poſſeſſion of the country, by fixing up a croſs on the ſpot 
where. Fames-Town was afterwards built, with this inſcription,. 


„James King of England and his iſland; but they began 
no ſettlement, nor made any conſiderable: ſtay i in a country en- 


 tirely uninhabited and overgrown with woods ; yet i it furniſhed 
them with freſh proviſions. They found pigs, . and. 


— the fea ahounded, with f. 3 


e e his x chip of Sir William Courteen's, 


+ merchant of London, returning from Brafil, was driven by 
ſtreſs of weather into this iſland, and finding refreſhments on. 


it, the maſter and ſeamen, on their arrival in England, made ſo 


. favourable a report of the beauty and: fertility: of the country, 


that Lord Ley (afterwards Earl of Marlborough, and Lord 


High Treaſurer) immediately obtained from King James the. 


Firſt a grant of the iſland to himſelf and hin heirs in perpe- 
tuity. 
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ing parties thought it prudent to comprongiſe 
on the Earl of Carlifle's undertaking'to. hey dhe mnwed ſum of 
L. 300 to the Earl of Marlborough and hie beirs for ever, 
1 ———— in oonſequènoe of this ar- 
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5 00 K fered wich his — &g—ů end chhings, 


in the ſirſt year of Charles I. 4 warrant for a grant, by:-letters 


patent under the great ſeal of England, of all the Chamibean 
Hands, including alſo Barbadoes ; - but when che grant came to 
be actually paſſed, the Earl of Marlborough oppoſed it, on the 


ground of priority of right. The diſpute between theſe noble 
lords continued for a conſiderable: tine x #4: nn the contend: 


 Fangement, on the ad of June 1627, the . ne pa- 


i £ ws >, 


+. * . | » ; 2 
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N oe 
grant, under the great ſeal, of all the Charaibean Iſlands, which the king 


into a province by the name of Crliole, on the model of the palatinate of Durham, 


(e] Among other. clauſes in this grant are the following : © Further know 


ye, that we, for us our heirs and ſucceſſors, have authorized and appointed the ſaid 


James Earl of Carlifle and his beirs (of whole ßdelity, prudence, juſtice, and 


wiſdom, we have great confidence) for the good and happy government of the 


Laid province, whether for the public ſecurity of the faid province or the private 


utility of every man, to make, erect, and ſet forth, and under his or their fignet to 
publiſh, ſuch laws as he the ſaid. Earl of Gariifle, or his heirs, with the. conſent, 
afſent, and approbation of the free inhabitants of the ſaid province, or the greater part 


of them, thereunto to be called, and in ſuch form. as he or they in his or their diſ- 
cretion ſhall think fit and beſt. And theſe laws muſt all men for the time be- 


nions, or any other place appointed, upon ſuch impoſitions, penalties, impriſon- 
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Donme 
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ing, that do live within the limits of the faid province, obſerve; whether they 
be bound to ſea, or from thence returning to England, or any other our domi- 
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Donne uns conteſt about the diſpoſal of countries, moſt CHAP. 
| of which were! at that time in the hands of their proper own= © 
mm NENOER of an 


——————— OO to 
upon the body, or death itſelf, to be executed by the faid James Earl of Carliſle, 
and by his heirs, or by his or their deputy, judges, juſtices, magiſtrates, officers, 
| and miniſters, accotding to the tenor and trac meaning of theſe preſents, in what 
cauſe ſbever, and with ſuch power as to him the ſaid Fames Carl of Carlife, or his 

heir, ſhall ſeem beſt ; and to diſpoſe of offences or riots whatſoever, cither by ſea 

or land, whether before judgment received, or after remitted, freed, pardoned, of —— ron 
- forgiven; and to do an to perform all and every thing and things, which to the ? 
| fulfilling of juſtice, courts or manner of proceeding in-their tribunal; may or doth 8 
belong or appertain, although expreſs mention of them in theſe preſents be not 
made, yet we have granted full power by virtue of theſe , preſents therein to be 
made; which laws fo abſolutely proclaimed, and by ſtrength of right ſupported as 
they are granted, we will, enjoin, charge, and command all and every fubje&t 
— and liege people of us, our heirs and fucceflors, fo far as them they do concern, 
Oy OO TO Wy REO FO Es ſo as notwith- 
againſt it; os a bee os ar 8 8 
toms, and rights of our kingdom of England. —* We will alſo, of our princely 
grace, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, ſtraightly charge, make, and ordain, that 
cke faid province be of our allegiance, and that all and every ſubjeRt and liege 
people of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, brought or to be brought, and their chil- 
dren, whether there born or afterwards to be born, become natives and ſubjects of 
us our heirs and ſuceſſors, and be as free as they that were born in England; and 
ſo their inheritance within our kingdom of England, or other our dominions, ta 
| ſeek, receive, take, hold, buy, and poſſeſs, and uſe and enjoy them as his own, and 
to give, ſell, alter, and bequeath them at their pleaſure ; and alſo freely, quietly, 
and peaceably to have and poſſeſs all the liberties, franchiſes, and privileges of this | EIS 
kingdom, and them to uſe and enjoy as liege people of England, whether born, or 

to be born, without impediment, moleſtation, vexation, injury, or trouble of us 

our heirs and ſucceſſors, any ſtatute, act, ordinance, or proviſo, to the contrary 


uus nexing „ 
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BOOK nexing the plantation of Barbadoes to 'the;crown of Englind: 
III. 
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| ſeems to have been ſhamefully neglected. The Earl of Marl- 
borough, having ſecured to himſelf and his poſtetity, the-grati= | | 
fication I have mentioned, deſerted him; and the Lord Carliſle, 
having done him p! "injiiry, became his 
able enemy. Courteen, however, found a friend in N 
. — — * 


his © 8 of injuſtice and See in the” Fee 
On his return to England, be complained that he had, 
condemned and deprived of his property. unheard; - nd the 
monarch on the thron who ſeems, through the whole of hi 
unfortunate. reign, rather to have. wanted reſolution to 
the right path, than ſagacity to diſcern it, trod back 

a ſecond time z for, unable to reſiſt the clamorous importunity 
of a worthleſs favourite, he actually TEE | 
| Earl of Pembroke, and, by ſecond letters patent to the EarF'of | 
Carliſle, again reſtored to him the. n od which W 

himſelf, a ſhort time before, deprived him. 

Tas by an act of power, which its repugnancy and abſur- 
dity alone, rendered illegal, the Earl of Carliſle again found him- 
ſelf, lord paramount. of Barbadoes; and in order completely to. 
ruin all the intereſts in the colony of his competitor, he pro- 
| ceeded 
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| evade to - diſtribute the | 
ceive grants at his hands-on the terms propoſed: to them. A 
ſociety of London merchants: (4) nxcepted ten thouſand acres, 
on conditions whibh: promiſed :grgat advantage to the propric- 
tor but bey were allowed the ibertyiof ſending outia perſon | 
to preſide over their concerns in the colony, and they made 
fla ompar with fixty- four p ons eee 
whom was s authorized to wke up 100. acres of; hand. 
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end Bell in 64 $6269. apptited. chit gurertor CI. Bot the C 
conduct of Hawley, thus violent and bloody, and the ſupport 
which he received from the. propriator, had alienated the minds 
of the new ſettlers from per thus delegated/and abuſed; and 
the propriaton s authority loſt ground: every day, In the mean 
_ time; the civil war in England cauſed many people, of peaceable 
33 end, te 3 
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. ofthis gendeman, many ſuary ms were 

paſſed; amang others the following ; 1 . 

if. © An £2 for the continuance and obſervation of all as and flatutes not 

repealed ;” which Ad vbeites that there were divers and ſundry good and whole- = 
ſame lays, ſtatutes, and ordinances provided, enafted, and made, afligned, and 
ag! oy by ar i e genes dane ud fg were Fe 


— council, and L 
ably „. het purpoſe elefied, made, and chen. And. it is thereby enacted, that 
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dat af the intainages of this an ir pains, ſeveral planta- i 
; tations within the fine” it is therein recited, 325 the firſt act it 


is osdaimed, that all the inhabitancs 2 e in quiet poſſeſſion of 
—_— * r b 


e e roles 
. ze es a Us CS LAPS wars! 
fully explained, and all diſputes: of that kind for the: future aboliſhed, it is en- 
ed, that by the words as thein fret gffates, was meant, the whole ofate and in- 
heritance of the reſpective plantations within this iſland, ſo that by ſuch poſlefiion 
Reel the 25 eee judged | 
and declaret”t& have aud to hond their lands of right to them, of or 
alienate, or otherwiſe to deſcend, or be confirmed to their heirs for wen- | 
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85 profits in the meantime ; . > 
reſident planters might diſpute his pretenſions, he very readily __ _ 
_ concurred with Lord Willoughby in ſoliciting a commiſſion for r 
the; latter, as een acer; the fandtion- * * __ nn 
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„ an abſolute dereliction of the nn Z 
was aſked! and obtained; and the Lord Willoughby, thus com- __ 
of the royal appointment, was received by the inhabitants, who 5 
were warmly attached to the King's intereſt, with reſpetand  - 7 
obedience. It ſeems probable, that, at his firſt coming, he fü '*  ' 3 
nothing of his leaſe from Carliſle ; truſting rather to future = 
management for the re- eſtabliſhment of that lord's pretenſions 
than to an open avowal of them on his arrival. We are told, ä 
however, by Clarendon, that he obtained from the planters a >, 3 
promiſe of a contribution to the proprietor ; but before it was 
carried into effect, the regal authority was aboliſhed in Eng- 
land, and Barbadoes reduced to the obedience of 'the.new:re- 
public by whim another governar as appointed. 
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on the andenittin of Charles U. and 1 e 
| ofthe cn anke orc al he Biiſhdaminions {5}, lea Lord 


— was mie, the Ring was in the bands of the C 1 
liament; the commiſſion therefore, with his Majeſty's privity and approbation, = 1 i 
eas ſigned by the Prince of Wales, at that time in Holland. 

(4) On the 18th of February, 1661, bis Majeſty honoured thirteen gentlenien | 
of Barbadoes with the dignity of baronetage, in conſideration of their loyalty and | | 
ſufferings during the civil war: They were, Sir John Colleton, Sir James Modi- 

Vor. I. Xx ford, 5 ; : 
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21⁰ K en -whhis Iii: Ge 6e ee Pabst bie tend um 
I. Pired, applied to the King for leave to return to his gorem- 
meint of Barbadoes. To this application no objection: would 
| have been made by the inhabitants, if his lordſhip had con⁰jEꝭjç 


connection and contract with the Earl of Carliſle, were by this | 
time fufficiently underſtood by the planters, who faw' with aſto- - 
———————— N 
ttenants at will of their eee They ſolicited! therefore tube 
King's ſupport" and protection. They pleaded,” fays Cla-- 
_ rendon;: that they were the King's ſubjects; that they had. : 
| repaired to Barbadoes as to a deſolate place, and had by their in- 
duſtry obtained a livelihood there, when they could not with a 
good confcience ſtay in England; that if they ſhould nom be 
left to thoſe lords to ranſom MSI Rp 30th; their 
eſtates, they muſt leave the country , and che plantation Be de- 8 
ſtroyed, which yielded his Majeſty ſo. great a revenue. Re- 
ſpecting the charter granted to the Earl of Carliſle, they infiſt- 
ed poſitively that it was void in law ; vg ee 
ble propoſitions to the King, either that his Majeſt 
| give them leave to inſtitute in his name, barks dil gow cath; 5 
a proceſs in the Exchequer for trying the validity of the carbs 
patent; or that he would leave thoſe who claimed under it (for 
the ſecond” Earl of Carliſle dying in the interim, had be- 
queathed his rights in the Weſt Indies to the Earl of Kinnoul): 
to their legal remedy, abſolutely. * that either che late or 


ford, Sir James Drax, Sir Robert Davers, Sir Robert Hacket, e Venue, 
Sir Timothy-Fhornhill, Sir John Witham, Sit Robert Legard, Sir Jchn Wor- 
8 Sir * 3 Sir Willoughby Chantberlayoe. 
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dered himſelf merely as repreſentative of the crown; but his f 
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"might b be eee eme $i the King SE of : 
us as he ſhould think fit. Toa monarch of Charless © 
— LG A to be reſiſted. „ 

end db ment ens of the committee,” adds the noble AW 
who was himſelf of that body, * was to make — 7 
computation, that might be depended upon, as:to the yearly re- RE, 
" r r eee ns RE 
h when called up the next day to give ſatisſac- 
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, inſiſted that Mr. Kendall, the perſon who  __ . 
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would uſe their endeavours with their friends in the iſland, to . 3 
ſettle ſueh a revenue on the crown as the circumſtances of the 

colony would admit of, which they faid the aſſembly alone was LO DENISE i 
competent to determine. 137000 | 1 
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brought forward the creditors of the Earl of Carliſle, the pa- 


moat tentee, who was indebted, it ſeems, at his death, in the ſum of 


1 . N = 
* Go 


pired in his leaſe. The other moiety, 8 


F. Zo, ooo, and they had no hopes of being paid but from the 
profits of his Weſt Indian poſſeſſions. The heirs of the Earb 
of Marlborough likewiſe put in their claim for the arrearage of 


the annuity of C. 300, granted under the original compromiſe. 


which I have before mentioned; and the Lord Willoughby 
| infifted at the ſame time on receiving a moiety of whatever 


profits might ariſe during the remainder of the term yet unex- 
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To fatiofy theſe freed nn aj. at 


revenue to- the crown, was a work of difficulty, and its accom- 
8 ge e eee e 


ſters; by whom, after a tedious but partial inveſtigation (con- 

Aae the colony as wholly at the King's mercy) it was 
finally ordered, that the Lord Willoughby ſhould immediately 
repair to- his government, and inſiſt on the grant and eftabliſh- 
ment by the aſſembly of a permanent and irrevocable revenue 
of four and a half per cent. to be paid in ſpecie, on all dead 


_ commodities, the growth of the iſland, ſhipped to any port of. 


the world; OY CO CFOEIers to. „— 


oe” 2 


FrrsT, towards an — and ee — for- 


the Earl. of Kinnoul, who, it was alledged, had facrificed his 


fortune in the Kin g's ſervice, and who covenanted, on ſuch 
proviſion: | 
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provi being curd to him, u bb. the cute patent. CHAR 
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| Twzvae, ir was i the furplus ſhould be d 
vided equally between the creditors of the Earl of Carlifle and 
the Lord Willoughby, during the term yet unexpired of his 


after providing, L\ 1,200! per annum for the King's governor 


for the time being, was ordered to be paid among the faid cre- 
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it was ſtipulated that the whole revenue, ſubject to the * 
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On chaſe terms it was nd proprietary go- 


(recament was to be diffived, and that the. planters ere th 


conſider themſelves as legally confirmed. in poſſeſſion of their 
eſtates, and to carry; into effect the important point, on which 
the whole arrangement depended (the grant of a perpetual re- 


venue by the aſſembly). the „ his 
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val, though devoted to the intereſts of the crown, ſhould have 


2 leaſe. On the expiration thereof, the demainder, 
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B » - K 16o8ly rurmared at the conduct eee en WGs Bhd 0 
1 tiſh government in the progreſs and conclufion. of the hte 
ls — buſineſs. Clarendon hiraſelf confeſſes that the grant to Car. = 
h liſte was veitable by law. The King therefore laid them un- 
der no great obligation in obteining u ſurrender of it. Maiig 
of the planters had been obliged to quit their native country in 
3 HE conſequence of the exertions in ſupport of the regal cauſe Uur- 
Ee the cell war: bythe late ſettlement they perceibed u regard —&@ 
erxpreſſed towards every-intereſt concerned but their own; and — 
the return which they met with, both for their former er- 
vices, and alſo for augmenting the trade, revenue, and 
dominion of the parent ſtate by their recent labours, was 
a demand of à contribution, which they ſtated would a- 
mount to ten 1 cent. on the clear yon of their eſtates 
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Bor thei: + denten n well — enen 
ing. The king and his governor, were too deeply intereſted to 
recede. The aſſembly was called upon to forge chains for 
themſelves and their children; and, if perſuaſion ſhould fail, 
force was not only at hand, but was actually employed to com- 
pel them to ſubmiſſion. Colonel Farmer, who led the party 
in oppoſition, was arreſted and ſent priſoner to England, on a 
charge of mutiny and treaſon, nor was he releaſed till after a 
tedious and ſevere confinement. . Awed by this example, and  » 
ſenſible that no ſupport could be expected from the people at 4 
home, whoſe privileges lay proſtrate at the feet of the reſtored 
monarch. the «lleuibly ep an 2 for the 1 e 
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of peruſing the Act at large; which T-therefore fabje join, ee miſing, that the clauſe - 


for the budding — ant» pridbn;/ and pioviding"for-all cuties: public 
charges incumbent'on'the government, out of the monies to ber rail by the At.. 
have been equally diſregarded by the crown. The ſeffion houſe and priſvm W Ü²ĩ¹w met 


not ſiniſhed until the year 1730, and the expence (upwards of C, 3000) was denn 
_ defrayed by a ſpecial tax on the inhabitants; e brand ek _ f 


leſs a ſum. than C. 19,440. 15: 44. nnn ann 
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An ACT tor ting ih aaa ofthe Grow of 
_ this Iſland; n 1663. N. . 


. Serercign L6ed Chaka he Fink, of ckal own bu 3 
by his letters: patent under the great ſeal of England, grant and eonvey unto 
James Earl of Carliſle and his heirs for ever, the propriety of this iſland of Har- 
badoes: And his ſacred Majeſty that now is having by purchaſe inveſted himſelf. 
in all the rights of the ſaid Earl of Carliſle, and in all other rights which any other 
perſon may claim from that patent, or any other; and thereby, more immediately 
and particularly, hath taken this iſland into his royal protection. And his moſt 
excellent Majeſty having, by letters patent under the great ſeal of England, bear- N 
ing date the twelfth of June, in the fiſteenth year of his reign, appointed his Ex- 
ceſllency Franeis Lord Willoughby of Parham, captain general and chief gover- 
nor of Barbadoes, and all the Carribbee Iſlands, with full power and authority to 
grant, confirm, and. aſſure ts the inhabitants of the ſame, and their heirs, for ever, 
all lands, tenements, and hereditaments under his Majeſty's great ſeal appointed 
for Barbadoes and the reſt of the Carribbee Iſlands, as, relation being thereanto bad, 
may and doth more at large appear. And whereas, by virtue of the faid Earl of 
Carliſle's patent, divers governors and agents have been ſent oyer hither, with 
* grant, ot convey. in pateels the lands within this iſland, 
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BOOK Tux conduct of the Lord Chanecllor Clacendon'in this . 
1 3. — who indeed appears to have been the CE” , 
| | ſalted 


to ſuch A as they ſhould ink fi a kj han bo be ate 5 
times, as much as in them lay, accordingly performed. And whereas many have 
not-their grants, warrants, and other evidences for their ſaid lands, and others, by 
reaſon of the ignorancłs of thoſe, want ſufficient and legal words to create inhe- 
ritances in them and their heirs, and others that never recorded their grants, or 
_ warrants, and others that can make no proof of any grants or warrants they ever 
had for their lands; and yet have been long and quiet poſſeſſors of the ſame, and 
 heftomed great charges thereon. And whereas the acknowledgment of forty 
pounds of cotton per head, and other taxes and compoſitions formerly raiſed to the 
Earl of Carliſle, was held very heavy: For a full remedy thereof for all the defects 
afore · related, and quieting the poſſeſſions and ſettling the tenures of the inhabitants 
of this iſland ; Be it enacted by his Excellency Francis Lord Willoughby of Par- 
ham, &c. his council, and gentlemen of the aſſembly, and by the authority of the 
ſame, that, notwithſtanding the defects afore-related, all the now rightful poſſeſſors 
of lands, tenements, and hereditaments within this iſland, according to the laws 
and cuſtoms thereof, may at all times repair unto his Excellency for the full con- 
firmation of their eſtates and tenures, and then and there ſhall and may receive ſuch 
full confirmation and affurance, under his Majeſty's great ſeal for this iſland, as 
they can reaſonably adviſe or deſire, according to the true intent and meaning of 
this Act. And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that all and every 
the payments of forty pounds of cotton per head, and all other duties, rents, and 
arrears of rent which have or might have been levied, be from henceforth abſolutely 
and fully releaſed and made void ; and that the inhabitants of this iſland have and 
hold their ſeveral plantations to them and their heirs for ever, in free and common 
ſoccage, yielding and paying therefore, at the feaſt of St. Michael every year, if the 
ſame be lawfully demanded, one ear of Indian corn to his Majeſty, his heirs and 
ſucceſſors, for ever, in full and free diſcharge of all rents and ſervices for the future 
whatſoever, in conſideration of the releaſe of the ſaid forty pounds, and in conſi- 
deration of the confirmation of all eftates in this iſland as aforeſaid, and in acknow- 
ledgment of his Majeſty's grace and favour in ſending to and appointing over us 
his ſaid Excellency, of whoſe prudence and moderate government we have heretoſore 
had large experience, and do reſt moſt aſſured thereof for the future. And, foraſ- 
much as nothing, conduceth more to the peace and proſperity of any place, and the 
pratection of every ſingle perſon therein, than that the public revenue thereof may 
be in forms meaſure proportioned to the * charges and EXPENCES 3 and alſo 


well 
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ſulted in it, was afterivards thought ſo juſtly reprehenſible, 25 CH A P. 
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. the 
honour- and dignity of his 'Majeſty's authority here; the public meeting of the = 


ing a ſeſſions houſe and a priſon, and all aber public charges incumbent on the go- 
vernment; do, in conſideration thereof, give and grant unto his Majeſty, his 


| heirs and ſucceſſors for ever, and do moſt humbly: defire your Excelleney to ac- 
cept theſe our grants; and we humbly'pray your Excellency chat it may be en- 


 aQted, and be it enacted by his: Excellency Francis Lord Willoughby of Parham, 


captain general and chief governor of this iſland of 'Barbadoes, and all other be 
Caribbee Iſlands, and by and with the conſent of the council and the gentlemen 
of the aſſembly, repreſentatives of this iſland, and by authority of the ſame, 
That an impoſt or cuſtotin be, from and after publication hereof, raiſed upon 


form as is hereafter ſet down and appointed; that is to fay, upon all dead com- 


ſhall be paid to our Sovereign Lord che urge e 
four and a half in fpecie for every five ſcore. 


—— ſack which the ſaid cuſtom is impoſed; and due, by this 
act, ſhall at any time hereafter be ſhipped or put into any boat or other veſſel, to 


deputies, or not having agreed with the commilſiqners for that purpoſe to be ap- 
pointed, of their deputies, for the ſame, according to the true intent and meaning 
of the ſaid act, that then, and from thenceforth, ſhall the ſaid goods be forfeit, the 
moiety thereof to be to our ſovereign lord the king, and the other to him that ſhall 
inform, ſeize, and ſue for the ſame in any court of record within this iſland; which, 


grants are left to your excellency's own way of levying, in full confidence and aſ- 


ſurance that your excellency will tas ſuch courſe for the collecting and gathering 
of the faid impoſt, without any charge, duty or fees, as may be moſt for the caſe 
of the people of this s iſland. 

| Provided nevertheleſs, That neither this aQ, nor any thing * 
=; ke 4 


modities of the growth or produce of this iſland, that ſhall be ſhipped off the ſame, 
—— — authority aforeſaid; That if any 


the intent to be carried into any parts beyond the ſeas, the faid impoſition due for 
the ſame not paid, compounded for, or lawfully tendered to the collectors or their 
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—— the Houſe of Commons en a669-; From bis anſwer 
. of to that article, L have colleQed (chiefly in his own words) great 
* part of the 2 account that I have given ; and there cannot be a 


3 „ 


l n 
their right to any land granted, or any incroachments made upon the ſea, ſince the 
| year one thouſand fix hundred and fifty, or ts any land, :cammoniy called or I, 
by the name of The Ten Thouſand decres; the merchants land, granted by the late 
Earl of Carliſle, or his father, unte Marmaduke Rawdens Eſquire, William Per- 
kins, Alexander Banniſter, Edmund Foſter, Captain Wheatley, and others their 
aflociates, on certain covenants. and conditions: Provided alſe, that the growth = 
and produce of the ſaid lands, nentiendd in the preceding proviſe, be nat Hahl ta i 
tex, ine, ROE. £449 
" And be it further engfted: by the-muthority aforeſaid, That "ont act made the 
ſeventeenth day of January one thouſand fix hundred and fifty, intituled, An act 
importing the cuſtoms impoſed and granted by the council, and gentlemen of the 
aflembly, to the Right Honourable Francis Lord Willoughby of Parham, Lord 
Lieutenant General of the Province of Carliala, and Governor of Barbadoes ; :as 
alſo, his lordſhip's confirmation of the right. of the inhabitants of this iſland to 
their ſevotal cſtates, with che tenute and rent thereon: created, be, and id from 
anderer- r e 
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5 Ae e | lis farm the four and lf fer eig 
for eleven, years, for the annual rent of C. 6,000 ſterling, to be paid inte the e 
chequer ; : the governor and SY concurred, ; and it was agreed | that. & 7,000 
currency per annum ſhould be faite by a tax of twenty-one Pence per acre, on 

all lands amounting to ten or more acres. The towns and traders to be taxed 

4 500 ſterling. An ad paled March 19th 1684, for this purpoſe, and was feng 

home; but the lords of the committee for trade and plantations reported, that the 

commiſſioners of the cuſtoms with m they had adviſed, were of opinion that 
they could make no eſtimate of the duty, until they had experienced the produce 


thereof, under the then management, for one year at leaſt ; and that the commiſ- 
ſioners a — r 
duty 
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* Stedt Ot in bot having adviſed tnt Ting 6 paſtel We af 5 
| the while iſland of Barbados, withoue ach regurd 'to_the 
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Tu prefecutdeß of Gs geld iddſniadl; However, os ll = | 
| acebuiit, was of no advantage do the Tuffering?plankere + for 1 - 
- this, as in many other caſes, the reden Gf A gtiivahes , und- Ae t 


_ puniſhment of its author, were objects of very diſtin conſi- 
Aemtzen T wit age the wal ef: eee, had o — 
ing den. 18 view Wach the Werse Of Sprechen Nom fWhs | = 7 
Lr of ef 'Barbhddes! I fs th 801 508 . - "on 
OF 9 ROT bs ern wh! TR 5% 429d 9D} EAS 
4 Is thus tracing the origin, progreſs; and Yerntination of the 
Proprietary Government in this iſland, I have purpoſely choſen 
not to break tlie thuæad of - my narration,” by recording any in- 
terminate events ef a nature foreign to. that ſhbjeft. Sod — 
after che eſtabliſhment of the Commonwealth in England, 
circumſtances hotyever: aroſe, reſpeQiog this colony, which — 
have produced ſuch effects on the general cominerce of Great 
Britaim as cannot be overlocked in an hiſtorical and cm r- -. F 
cial ſurvey of her Weſt Indian. antation and ef which 1 ſhall a... 
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BOOK Tux teader has been ſufficiently. apprized of the attach- =} 
=_ ment of the Barbadians to, the regal government. One of the 
_ firſt acts paſſed by the- aſſembly, after the. 55 of the. Lord ; 


= 
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Willloughby for che fult time, (1647) was 2 declaration of 
their allegiance and fidelity to the unfortunate Charles the 
Firſt, at that time a priſoner to the amy; and on the en 

of that monarch, the popular reſentment againſt his per- 
* ſecutors ran ſo High. in this iſland , that: che few plantets who 
an. verre ſuſpe . ee thought 
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; 45 A ruined cons the | 
1 POO parliament xeſolved, in 265, to ſend a powerful, 2 . 
Xs oh the reduction of all 'the Engliſh; colonies. in A a and the 
' Weſt Indies; but particularly Barbadoes, at that ti © the moſt 
ER RE of chem all. üglio ot Se n „ 
- 15.000 7/2107 ed bucht 2407 gi 39AuTTOn) = 18001 
Max, indeed, Werecthe ndihies which lintigated the; par- 
Knvens: to this' determination. Prom the beginning of the 
commotions in the mother country, the planters, having no 
other means of chGæeying the: produce: of their lands to Bu- 
rope; had employed in this nbceſſary navigation many of the 
ſhips and ſeamen of Holland; and at this juncture the Engliſh 
governtment entertained very hoſtile intentions towards the ſub= = 
jects of that republic. The reduction of Barbados would at 
once puniſh the coloniſts, and enable the Engliſh parliament 
to deprive the Dutch of ſo Profitable an intercourſe wich 3 
them; it would a Ho enrich the treaſury « of the e new gove n- 
ment, by the ache e of many valuable ſhips e 
in the harbours of that and the other iſlands. The parliament 
4ER 1 . 1 | | had 
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projected a ſhort time before, of altering the whole ſyſtem of 
the Barbadian eee ee by an act of the 
a common wealth. all foreign ſhipping from trading with the 


ported into. England, or any. of its dependencies, in any other 
n Engliſh bottorns ; 3 or in ſhips of that European nation 

andize. imported was the genuine growth | 
ö and manufacture. * And thus aroſe the famous navigation act of 
this kingdom; for, immediately after the reſtoration, its pro- 
— were adopted; by Charles the Second, with this ad- 


/ 
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INDIE 


pert, with a ſquadron of the king's ſhips, was about croſſing 
the 2 * to ſecure "iy the e American * * 
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Arbon —_ 1 the W 8 employed 
in this expedition, arrived at Barbadoes on the 16th of OG 


ber 1651, and ſucceeded at length i in bringing the iſland to $ 
capitulate ( : But this was not effected without great difficul- 


ty; for he met with ſo ſtout a reſiſtance, as determined his 
employers at home immediately. to enforce. a ſcheme they had 


Engliſh plantations ;- and not permitting any goods to be im- 


han 


of which the mer 
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(1) Ayſcue agreed, athiong' other things, that the AED fouls Are 
a governor, council, and aſſembly, according to the ancient and uſual cuſtom of 


che iſland; The aſſembly to be choſen by a free and voluntary election of the, 
freeholders of the. | in the ſeveral pariſhes. That ng taxes, cuſtoms, im- 


poſts, loans, or exciſe, ſhould. be laid, nor levy made on any of the inhabitants of 


this iſland, without their conſent in a general aſſetubly; and that all laws that had 


— — ne the laws of Kngland, ſhould | 
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had reaſon likewiſe, it was ſaid, to apprehend that Prince Ru- C =. P.. 
wake 
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gland rey Bl have derived from this celebrated law, 
it tuft be Allowed that its original frathers were actünted by 


no better motives (as a great writer $: m 2 hath obfervea) 5 ; 


thoſe of puniſhing the planters, and cli pping the wings of the 
Dutch. The inhabitants of Marbete, uſtly conſidering the 
law as a chaſtiſement inflicted or en em by the common wealth 
| for their loyalty to Charles pk e we? filled with Was- 
ment and indignation , on Hndin g its proviſions adbpted and 
confirmed on 5 reſtoration of that monarch. By the n. 
tions of this act, and 8 8 ſtk bliſhment of the intern 1 duty on 
cir produce, of which I have fo largely ſpoken, ey thou „ 
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titude, 
and they predicted the decline of their . 
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Beba bbb is Bhidited in 13˙ 1 10 . lit ag in 16bgtad» 
59˙ W. from London. It is about twefty- one hills in length, 


moſt of which is under cultivation. The ſoil in the low lands 
is black, ſomewhat reddiſh in the ſhallow parts; on che hills 
of a chulhy marl; and near the ſen generally ſandy. Of this 
varicty of ſoil, the black mould is beſt füfteil Wr the cutva- 
tion of the Cane, and, with the aid of. manüre, has Bie as. 


— ſugar" in favourable ſeaſons, 28 any. in the Weſt 


Indies, the prime lands of St. Kitts excepted. 
5 (m) Blackſtone. - 


"I 


THAT 


o 8 F 
8 * 3 = l 4.4 » | 8 2 CEL * * — 
3 e | D . 8 30" 2 
A $ 8 * * * 4 ; * * IP IN. LAS .. *» «+ T 


N 5 — 4 — I \ 22 3 2. * * 4 4 7 
2 * a= 9 — $ tt ' 3 1 * 5 of Cf. \ b * * — * y by \ 4 * AN i) = = = n i | = 
1 n TE \ \ x. 0% A 1 FOES 1 I - 2 


WEST INDT'B's 7 _— 


Tua the foll of this iſland — en 
0 neceſſarily admit, if we give credit to the ac- 1 

counts which are tranſmitted down to us, of its ancient popu- 
lation and opulence. We are affured that, about the year 
1670, Barbadoes could boaſt of fifty thouſand white, and up- 
wards of one hundred thouſand black inhabitants, whoſe | 
Hbouts, it is faid, gave employment to fixty thouſand tons of _ 
ſhipping Ju. I ſuſpect that this account is much exaggerated. 
It cannot however be doubted, that the inhabitants of this iſland 
have decreaſed with a rapidity ſeldom known in any other 
country. 1 have! now before me authentic returns of the num- 
ber of its whites in 1724, and of its negroes in 1753: the 
former conſiſted of no more than lighten thouſand two hun- 
dred and ninety-five, the latter of fixty-nine thouſand eight 
hundred and feventy. In 1786 the numbers were fixteen 


oo The carlicft planters of Baabadoey. were Gaqationes acareachel with the guilt E 
of forcing or decoying into ſlavery the Indians of the neighbouring continent. The 
Hifory of Jable and Farico, which the Speftator has recorded for the detaſtatiom of 
| mankind, took its riſe in this Ifang ; but byppily this ſpecies of Lavery ys been, zg 
fince aboliſhed : and perhaps fuch of my readers as have ſym with the unfortu- 
nate Varico, may not be forry to hear chat ſhe bore her misfortunes with greater philo- 
ſophy than they have hitheria fancied. The e feſt bn Ligne who 
| (after praifing poor Yarico's excellent complexion, which, he fays, was ** a bright bay,” 
ang her ſmall breafts «© with nipples of porphyrie”) obſerves, that chan©r after. 
% wards to be with child Me ie LT Or EE walked' down. 
1% a woods, in which was a pond of water, and there, by the fide of the pond, brought 

1 herſelfe a- bed, and in three hours came home with the chjlde in her arms, a luſty boy, 
n froljcke and lively,” . The crime of Iakle the merchant, however, admits of no pal- 


lation ; but it is ridiculous n day wy eb to Improve upon | 
Addiſon) afcribe to it an intended revolt of 


- afſerts, moved by indignation at Inkle's 
the deſtructĩon of all the Whites; but their plot 
to have been carried into effect. l {SEW Nei $i 9 

it grieves me to ſay, that, in point of hiſtorical accuracy, it is nearly on a level with 
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confirmed on the reſto: oration of that monarch. By the rep - 
tions of this act, and 488 | 
their produce, of which Fi N y y Ipoken, they 258 
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and fourteen in breadth, and contains 1665%% deres ef- land, 
moſt of which is under cultivation. The foil in the low lands 
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gland fnay f five derived from this celebrated law, 
it tuft be vowed chat its Original framers were actünted by 
no better motives (as a great writer n hath obferbed) Wl 
thoſe of puniſhing the planters, and clipping the wings of the 
Dutch. The inhabitants © F Barbados, juftly conſidering 8 the 


for their loyalty i to Charles Eon o. = ere filled wi wi th dmaze= 
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is black, ſomewhat reddiſh in the ſhallow: parts;; on the hills 
of , Te andy. Of this 
riety of foil, the black mould is Beſt fultetl'for the cultwwa- 
jon of the, cane, and, with the aid of, mantire, has given as 
great returns of ſugar, in favourable ſeaſons, 2s any in the Welt 
Indies, the prime lands of St. Kitts excepted. 

5 iu) Blackſtone, 
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ruar the ſoil of this iſland: 1 TID 


fertile, we muſt neceffarily admit, if we give credit to the ac- 
counts which are tranſmitted down to us, of its ancient popu- 
lation and opulence. We are aſſured that, -about the year 
1670, Barbadoes could boaſt of fifty thouſand white, and up- 
wards of one hundred thouſand black inhabitants, whoſe 


_ ſhipping Ju. 1 ſulpect that this account is much. exaggerated. = 
It cannot however be doubted, that the inhabitants of this iſland 

have decreaſed ' with a rapidity ſeldom known in any other 
country. 1 Have tow before me authentic returns of the num- 
ber of its whites in 1724, and of its negroes in 1753: the 
former conſiſted of no more than eighteen thouſand two hun- 


dred and ninety-five, the latter of fixty-nine thouſand eight 


Hbours, it is faid, gave employment. to fixty thouſand tons of 


hundred and feventy. In 1786 che numbers were fen 


"Cp The carlic®t planters of Baabadoos 1 with the guilt i 
of forcing or decoying into ſlavery the Indians of the neighbouring continent. The 
Hiſtory of Jad and Farice, which the Speftator has tecerded for the 'deteiation of 

mankind, took its riſe in this Igand; but bappily this ſpecies of Lavery bas been g 

fince aboliſhed : and perhaps fuch of my readers as have ſympathized with the unſortu- 

nate Varico, may not be forcy to hear that ſhe bore her misfortunes with greater philo- 
faghy hou they e Gacied. . The e juſt whtaed Js; Agree ple 
| (after praifing poor Yarico's excellent complexion, which, he ſays, was ** a bright bay,” 

_ and} ber {mall breafts with nipples of porphyrie®) obſerves, that * ſhe chan©r after- 

«© wards to be with child by a Chriſtian ſervant, and being very grias, walked\down.10 

« a woode, in which was a pond of water, and there, by the fide of the pond, brought 

44 herſelſe a- bed, and in three hours came home menen. 

« froljcke and lively,” The crime of Inkle the merchant, however, admits of no pal- 

lation; but it is ridiculous enough to hear Abbe Raynal (willing to improve upon 

Addiſon) afcribe to it an intended revolt of al! Negroes in Barbadoes, who, as he 

- aſſerts, moved. by indignation at Inkie's erucky, vowed with one accord 

the deftrodion of all the Whites; but their ploz was fliſcovered the pight befors jt yas = 

to have been carried into effect. The Hifoire Philoſephique has a thouſand beauties ; but 

it grieves me to ſay, that, in point of hiſtorical ez, it is nearly on e level with 
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HISTORY or THE : 


thouſand one hundred. and ſixty- ſeyen whites, eight bunged 
and G ee free e of colour, and eee 2 


1. appears too that ths na * of this ind 7 | 


ticularly ſugar) has decreaſed in a much greater proportion 
than in any other of the Weſt Indian colonies. Poſtlethwayte 

Rates the crop of ſugar, in 1786, at 22,769 hogſheads of 13 
cwt. which is equal to 19,800 of 15 ct.; and the author of 


the European Settlements, publiſhed in 1761, calculates the 
average crop at 25,000 hogſheads. As the author firſt quoted, 


gives a preciſe number, it is probable his ſtatement was ground- 
ed on good authority. If fo, the iſland has fallen off nearly © 
one half in the annual growth of its principal ſtaple. On an 


average of eight years (from 1740 to 1748) the exports were 
1 3-948 hogſheads of ſugar, of 1 5 cwt.. 12,884 puncheons 
of rum of 100 gallons, 60 hoglheads of melaſſes, 4,667 bags 


The exports, on an average of 1784, 1795 and 1786. had fallen 
0 9,554 hogſheads of ſugar, 5, 448 p s of rum, 6,320 
bags of ginger, 8,331 bags of cotton; N of ſome ſmaller 
articles, as . ſweetmeats &c. of which the quantities are 


not aſcertained. | 


. the dreadful ſucceſſion of hurricanes, with whichie has 
pleaſed the Almighty to viſit this, and the other Weſt Indian 
iſlands, within the laſt twelve years, has contributed to this great 
defalcation, cannot be doubted. The capital of this iſland was 
ds ſcarce. 
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WEST INDIES. | 355 
Kae riſes from the athes to which hasen sec CHA P.. 
dreadful fires, when it was torn from its foundations, and the I. 


whole country made a ſceneof deſolation, by the ſtorm of the oth 
of October 1780, in which no leſs than four thouſand three hun- 
dred and twenty- ſix of the inhabitants (blacks and whites) miſe- 
rably periſhed ; and the damage to the VIP" was ts 
4. 1, 320, 564. 154. * | 


| Is might have wha bend N fins _ 3 
ſeaſons which have been experienced for the laſt three or four 
years, that the proſpect was at length beginning to brighten ; 
but although, ſince the: failure of their ſagar plantations, the 
inhabitants have found ſome reſource in the cultivation of 


common father of all his ſubjects, to inſiſt on a tribute from a 


vwas aſſuredly obtained by fraud and oppreſſion, and of which 
the continuance is a check to honeſt induſtry, and perhaps 


valuable _— 


1 I. 


cotton, it does not ſeem probable, that any encouragement is 
capable of ever reſtoring this iſland. to its ancient ſplendor and 
opulence; unleſs it be relieved from the heavy impoſition of 

41 per cent. on their exported produce, of the origin of which 

I have ſo largely treated. It is to be hoped, that an enlight- 

|  ened miniſter will one day ariſe, who will have the courage 

and virtue to fighify to the ſovereign, that it is neither be- 


coming the dignity, nor conſiſtent with the character of the 


part of them, which, though nominally granted by themſelves, 


the immediate cauſe of the decline of this beautiful and once 


BarBADoEs 
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1 BOOK BARBADoEs is divided into five diſtricts, and eleven pariſhes ; 


II. and contains four towns, Bridgetown, Oſtins or Charles Town, 
=_ —— St. James's (formerly called The Hole) and Speight's Town. 
= | Bridgetown, the capital, before it was deſtroyed by the fires 
\ of 1766, conſiſted of about fifteen hundred houſes, which were 
»  . moſty built of brick; and it is ſtill the ſeat of government, and 
may be called the chief reſidence of the governor, who is 
provided with a country villa called Pilgrims, ſituated within a 
mile of it : his falary was raiſed by Queen Anne from twelve 
hundred to two thouſand pounds per annum, the whole of 
which is paid out of the exchequer, and charged to the account 
of the four and half per cent. duty. The form of the govern- 
ment of this iſland ſo very nearly reſembles that of Jamaica, 
which has already been deſcribed, that it is unneceſſary to enter 
Into detail, except to obſerve that the council is compoſed of 
1 N twelve members, and the aſſembly of twenty-two. The moſt 
. important variation reſpects the court of chancery, which in 
1 | Barbadoes i is conſtituted of the governor and council, whereas in 
5 dos Jamaica the governor is ſole chancellor. On the other hand, 
in Barbadoes, the governor fits in council, even when the 
latter are acting in a legiſlative capacity. This, in Jamaica 
would be conſidered improper and unconſtitutional. It may alfo 
be obſerved, that the courts of grand ſeſſions, common pleas 
and exchequer, in Barbadoes, are diſtin& from each other, and 
not, as in Jamaica, united and blended in one . court of 
Judicature. 
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1 ſhall cloſe my account of Barbadoes with the 6 
authentic document: 
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: Grenada and its Dependencies, 5 


BOOK F irſt di ever. name and inhabitants —French invaſion and eftab- 


III. 
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| kiſbment in 1650.—War with, and extermination of the na- 
tives. — The iſland and its dependencies conveyed to the- Count de 
Cerillac. Miſconduct and puni ;ſbment of the deputy governor.— 
The colony reverts to the crown of France.—State of the iſland 


n 1700.— 


objettions againſt the meaſure.— 
bench on this important queſtion. —Striftures on ſome poſitions ad- 


vanced by the lord chief juſtice on this occaſion —Tranſattions 
| qvithin the colony — Roya inſtructions in favour of the Roman: 


8 POS 


3 * 


# 


— And again in 1762, when captured by the Engliſh — 
Stipulations i in favour of the French inhabitants —Firſt mea- 


ſures of the Britiſh government —Claim of the crown to levy a 


duty of 41 per cent. on produce exported — Arguments for and 
—Decifion of the court of king's. 


Catholic capitulants.—Internal diſſentions —Defenceleſs fate. 


French invaſion in 1979.—Brave defence of the gar- 
riſon. Unconditianal ſurrender —Hardſhips exerciſed towards 


the Engliſh planters and their creditors.—Redreſs given by the 


court of France. — Grenada, &c.. reflored to Great Britain 


by the peace of 178 3.— Pręſent ftate of the colony in ręſpect to 
cultivation, productions and exports; government and popula- 
| RE NADA was diſcovered by, and received its name 
from, Chriſtopher Columbus in his third voyage, in the 


year 1498. He found it poſſeſſed by a numerous and warlike: 


people, 


WL 


of this people, that upwards of two hundred hardy ruffians were 
caſily collected by Du Parquet's encouragement for an attempt 


WEST INDIES: 


%\ 


FR 


— amongſt whom it does not appear thatithe Arne CHAP. 
u. 


ever attempted to force a ſettlement. They had a nobler prize 


to contend for on the continent, and a century elapſed before the 


other nations of Europe conſidered the regions of the new world | 
as countries, wherein all men might ſeize on what ſuited: their 


convenience, without any regard to the proper inhabitants. 


Fhus the Charaibes of Grenada happily remained in peaceful 
_ obſcurity until the year 1650, when the avarice and ambition. 
of a reſis indivickual devoted them to 2 — 


On: — 


Tuns nit whs Monfieur Du W is "AY ny 
nr f Martinico, nephew and heir of Deſnambuc, of whom 
memorable mention is made in the annals of St. ——— 35 


Notwithſtanding that the French eſtabliſhment in Martinico 

Vas itſelf of recent date, and that a great part of that iſland an 
remained uncultivated; and although another eſtabliſhment. 
was, at the ſame time, begun by the ſame nation, in the large 
and fertile iſland of Guadaloupe, yet ſuch was the rapaciouſneſs 


on Grenada; and it is apparent, from the nature and magnitude 
of the preparations, that it was ee as an We 
difficulty and danger. * 5 


Tu hiſtory of this expedition, which took One in June 


1650, is related at large by Father du Tertre, whoſe. account. 


exhibits ſuch a monſtrous mixture of fanaticiſm and knavery 


in the conduct of its leaders, as cannot be centemplated without 
| indignation. 


. pr 1 3 . 


33 


a 
— 


of conſcience concerning the juſtice of his proceedings; for, 


and cordiality by the natives (contrary to his expectation, and 
perhaps to his wiſhes) he thought it neceſſary to affect ſome 


to confirm the agreement, as contumacy and rebellion. 


HISTORY OF THE 


indignation and horror. Although it is evident that the French. 
had not the ſmalleſt juſtifiable pretence for this invaſion, yet 
we find the commanders adminiftering the holy ſacrament, in 
the moſt ſolemn manner, to all the ſoldiers on their embarka- 


tion; and again, on their landing, Du Parquet, cauſing a croſs 


in devout prayer to Almighty God, for ſucceſs to their enter- 


prize. 


Tuis commander ſeems however to have had a few ſcruples 


having been received and entertained with the utmoſt kindneſs 


little regard to moderation, by pretending to open a treaty with 
the chief of the Charaibes for the purchaſe of the country. He 


gave the natives (obſerves Du Tertre) ſome knives and hatchets, 
and a large quantity of glaſs beads, befides two battles of brandy for | 


the chief himſelf; and thus (continues he) was the iſland fairly 


ceded to the French nation by the natives themſelves in lawful 
purchaſe! After this notable tranſaction, it is not wonderful 


that the French ſhould conſider the refuſal of the poor ſavages 


Do 3 having thus eſtabliſhed a colony in Benin, | 
and built a fort for its protection, left the government of the 
iſland to a kinſman, named Le Compte, a man, according to Du 
Tertre, who poſſeſſed very ſingular talents for government ; and 

. — — 
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neee We find this gentle- C 5. A * 


man however, eight months afterwards, engaged in a moſt 
bloody war with the Charaibes; in the proſecution of which 
he authorized ſuch acts of cruelty as furniſh a portrait of 
him very different from that which the hiſtorian has exhibited. 
On receiving news of the revolt of the natives, Du Parquet ſent 
_ a reinforcement of three hundred men from Martinico, with 
orders to extirpate the natives altogether ; but Le Compte 

ſeems not to have wanted any incitement to acts of barbarity ; 
for Du Tertre admits that he had already proceeded to murder, 
without mercy, every Charaibe that fell into his _—y not 
e . 


Or „ r enn this humane and 1 
commander, and his civilized followers, conducted hoſtilities 
againſt theſe miſerable people, we may form an idea, from a 
circumſtance that occurred in one of their expeditions, of 
which the reverend hiſtorian concludes his narrative as follows: 
Forty of the Charaibes were maſſacred on the ſpot. About 
forty others, who had eſcaped the ſword, ran towards a precipice, 
from whence they caſt themſelves headlong into the ſea, and 
miſerably periſhed. A beautiful young girl of twelve or thir- 
teen years of age, who was taken alive, became the object of diſ- 
pute between two of our officers, each of them claiming her as 
his lawful prize; a third coming up, put an end to the conteſt, by 
ſhooting the girl through the head. The place from which 
theſe barbarians threw themſelves into the ſea, has been called 
ever ſince le Morne des Sauteurs. (a) Our people (having loſt 


(a) Leapers Hill. . 


but 
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BOO K but one man in the expedition) proceeded in the next place 8 to 


i. 


ſet fire to the cottages, and root up the provifions of the ſavages, 


— and, having deſtroyed, or taken away, every thing 3 to 


chem * W in * . ( bien Deu. 


By 2 (cries of ſuch — ws A race of Charaibes 


that poſſeſſed Grenada in 1650, was ſpeedily exterminated, and 
the French, having in this manner butchered all the . 
proceeded, in the next e to m each other. 


Tur particulars of this civil aa may, * injury M 


my readers, be omitted. I ſhall therefore only obſerve, that the 


ſupreme wy of Du Parquet and his lieutenant, was at 


length eſtabliſhed in Grenada; but the expence which had 


attended the plantation from its outſet, and the maintenance of 
the force which Du Parquet had been compelled to furniſh in 

ſupport of his authority, had ſo greatly injured his fortune, as 
to induce him to look out for a purchaſer of all his rights and 


poſſeſſions in this iſland and its dependencies. In 1656 ſuch a 


purchaſer offered i in the Count de Carling to whom the whole 
was conveyed for 30,000 crowns. 


TRE cid of Cerillac A the W of his newly 
acquired dominion was highly injudicious and oppreſſive. 


Fe appointed a governor of ſo arrogant and rapacious a diſpoſi- 


tion, and ſu pported him in his extortions with ſuch obſtinacy, 


as to compel the moſt reſpectable of the ſe ttlers to quit the 
country and ſeek for ſafety under a milder government. At 


length the people that remained took the adminiſtration of 


juſtice 


therefore compounded the matter with his © 


has been — the iſland 
251 whites and 525 blacks; who were employed 0 on 3 planta= 
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Indies idio:theis: aom;hacdes chyriiking esche rü uf ne O ACR. 
public trial.. The criminal II. 
| to be. hanged:;-but+he-pleaded. nable binthy 


e him to a 


= dennnded the honour of odecollation. His-requeſt would; 
have been granted,” but unluckily an expert executioner in the 
buſineſs of beheading could not readily be found; the judges 
„ by: 
conſenting, that he ſhould be dot, and he ſuet in that mode. 
walh great compoſure. Sri W F289 I er an 
3s Ce ele s: Um wh Ades 1083 153 1 Stilg; t 
„ years after this; Monſieur de Cerillac, — 
receiving, as it may be ſuppoſed, but little proſit 
capital, conveyed all his rights and intereſt in, Grenada, d 
the French Weſt· Indian company: heſa charter being 
ed. in 1674. the ind ro eee bene aue in 
Wm n iir EY 25 nm coyilggnns Haix 
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Unanz e revolutions and- ealamities which had 
thus attended this unfortunate plantation, it may well be ima- 


gited that cultivation had made but little progreſs in it; but 
although order and ſubmifſion were at length "introduced by 
the eſtabliſhment of the —— | various n 
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wer K AFTER the- bende of Utrecht, ine (government er Fra 


degan to turn iti” attention towards her Weſt Indian poſſeſ- 
ons. Grenada however, for many years, partook leſs of its 
care than the reſt. It had no conſtant correſpondence with 


the mother country: ſome opprefiive regulations of che farmers- 


— to any extent. | Theſe tag them into a 
ſmuggling intercourſe with the Dutch : a reſource which at 
length chanped their-circutaſtarices for the better; encreaſed 


+ their numbers and{occaBioned-a great part of the country to be 


* 


yielded analy, in clayed ſt alba ſugar, a quantity 
equal to about 11,000 hogſheads of re of. 15 ct. 
* nnen. n 63 Adu, 


ſettled, ſemuch chat chen, ia the year 1762, the fortune of 
wut made nds ͤ Pc oo re reſt of the French 
| mes arc faid to have 


| 2409, 2006) 060 3923h 2007 
nass, e 8 in February N 1p, 
-pandencies, was finally ceded to Great Britain 
9 obo defialaive; treaty- of peace at Paris on the 10th of Fe 
bruary 17633 St. Lucea being reſtored at the ſame time to 
France. The chief ſtipulations in favour of the inhabitants, as 


well by the treaty, as by che articles of capitulation, were 


theſe ; 1ſt. That, as they would become by their ſurrender, 


ſubjects of Great Britain, they ſhould enjoy their properties and 


privileges, and pay taxes, in like manner as the reſt of 7 


. N s A. f the other Britiſh Leeward Nandi. 2dly, With 


reſpect - 
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— 3 0 
inhabitants of Canada, viz. liberty was given them to exe 
according to the rites of the Romiſh church, as far as the laws 
of Great Britain permitted. galy, Siich of the inhabitants of 
Grenada as-choſe to quit the iſland, ſhould have liberty ſo to 
pos > pram acai yang aa yy wr 
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Tims . ae eee e eee 
Britiſh colony, one of the ſirſt meaſires of government was to 
iſſue a proclamatian under the great ſeal, bearing date the 7th 
of October 1763, wherein, amongſt other things, it is declared 
< that all perſons inhabiting in, or reſorting} to, the illand; of 
Grenada, might confide in the royal protection for the en- 
joyment of the benefit of the laws pf England, with the right 
<6; of appeal to the king in council, as filly as the inhabitants of 
the other Britiſh Colonies in America under the king's im- 
28 — mann 
and direction to the 2overhor, as Von as dhe Riordan. 
cumſtances of the colony would admit thereof, with the 
advice and conſent of the council, and the repreſentatives of 
may be agreeably'to the laws of England; and under fock w- 
gulations * 
colonies. 
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Fur governor thus fri to have been appointed, v was gene. 
cal Melville, whoſe commiſſion - howeyer did not bear date 
until che ch f April 2764.) aud the afſembly. which he was 
directed to ſummon, met for the firſt time in 1765; previous to 
which, the Britiſh inhabitants were irreſiſtibly called to the 
diſcuſſion of à great conftitational-: s af v it is 
L I ſhould how give ſome account. | Nadel Þ $2149: 1 
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Tu queſtion moſt from the information, thatithe Jurong 
conceiving'ke — — of the. dee e 
. pendeln Burk does : 
letters patent, bearing date the 20th July wo a 1 
directing; by virtue of the - pterogative royal, that. from and 
after the 29th- of *September, then next enſuing, ſuch duty or 
import in ſpecie, ſhould be levied in Grenada; in * of all 
Nei ae yin hr RRENRe AS king. - ; 
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n have ſeen, in the he ef Babedees in bet n man- 
ner the inhabitants of that ifland became ſubject to the duty 
in queſtion; and to what purpoſes the money was expreſsly 
ſtipulated to be applied; but, unjnſtifiable as were the means 
by which that impoſition was originally eſtabliſhed in Barbadoes, 
the grant was, apparently, the grant of the people themſelves, 
by their repreſentatives in their legiſlative capacity. Even 
Charles the Us, i in whoſe n grant paſſed, though a ra- 


| pauacious 


=o by SY Us. N td fd Witt ; A 


gs 2 


EMS of 


pacious und unprincipled monarch, did not openly. claim the © m AF 


| had an aſſembly of its own, competent to that purpoſe. . The 


being a" conquered country, the king was inveſted with the 


fhoald'enjoy their properties and privileges in lte manner as 
the other his Majeſty's ſubjects in the Britiſh Leews 
neceflarily implied that they were bound to ſubmit to the ſame 


WEST INDIES. 1 30g 


i 
right of laying taxes by his own authority in a colony which 3 


king was ready enough to overawe, or to corrupt the members 
which compoſed: that aſſembly ; W 
„ W e Hetn 


— 
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power of putting the inhabitants under what form of govern- 
ment he thought beſt; that he might have granted them. what. 
terms of capitulation, and have concluded what articles of peace 
with them he ſaw fit; and further, that the aſſurance to the in- 
habitants of Grenada, in the articles of capitulation, that they 


Iſlands, 


of their being ſubjects as were ſubmitted to by the 
inhabitants of thoſe iſlands; one of which was the payment of 
the duty in queſtion. It was faid therefore that the demand of 


this duty was moſt reaſonable, equitable and political; for that 


with all the Britiſh Leeward Illands. If Grenada paid more, it 
would be ene ee nn , detrimental to, 
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om „sees fide, bt mien that the Wan ; 
were void on two Home, 2 firſt was * that altbou gh they 
had: 
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ki vein gunned baſins eee e ye n 
1763, yet the king could not exerciſe ſuch a legiſlative power 
over a conquered country. The ſecond point was, that 
although the king had ſufficient power and authority, before 
the 7th of October 1763, to do ſuch a legiſlative act, he had 
diveſted himſelf of ſuch authority previous to the letters patent 
of the 2oth of July * 


Tur 8 — eee ee : 
tants in oppoling it, ifſue was joined on the arguments that I have 
ated, and the queſtion was at length referred to a ſolemn ad- 
Judication before the judges of the Court EIS. 
* (27. 


"a — in Weſtminſter-hall, four 
ſeveral times; and in Michaelmas term 1774, Lord chief juſtice 
Mansfield pronounced judgment, againſt the crown. . The con- 
ſequence was, that the duty in queſtion was aboliſhed, not only 

. 
— : 3 1 | 


Ir may be reaſonably ſuppoſed that the inhabitants of all 
theſe iſlands had ſufficient cauſe for exultation at a. verdict fo 
favourable to their intereſts; but the circumſtances on which 
the deciſion was founded, and the „ 
mulgated along with it, became the ſubje& of much animad- 
verſion; GG 


0 The caſes rated at large in Cowper's Report 
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opinion of the Court, reſted the determination ſolely on the cir- 
eumſtance that the proclamations of October 1763, and March 
1764, were of prior date to the letters patent; obſerving that 
the king had precluded himſelf from the exerciſe of legiſlative 
authority over-Grenada, efore''the letters patent. were iſſued. 
Through inattention, he ſaid, of the king's ſervants, in ĩnvert- 
ing the order in which the inſtruments ſhould have paſſed, the 
laſt act was contradiQory to, and a violation of the firſt; "and: 
on chat account null: and void. But, although the noble lord | 
confined the mere legal queſtion to a narrow compaſs, he 
judged it neceſſary, at the fame time, i Wier 6d « wie wh. 
extenfive field of diſcuſſion in ſapport of the regal authority over 
conquered countries; maintaining © that it is left to the king to = 
grant or refuſe a capitulation; —if he refuſes, and puts the in-- * 
habitants. to the ſword, or otherwiſe exterminates them, all the 
lands belong to himſelf. If he receives the inhabitants under 
his protection, and grants them their property, he has a power. 
to fix. ſuch terms and contlitions. as he thinks proper. He may. 
(faid the noble judge) yield up the conqueſt, or retain it, on 
what terms be pleaſes, and change part, or the whole, of the 
law, or political form of its government, ar he fees beft.” In 
reply to an obſervation, that no adjudged caſe, in point, had 
been adduced; the noble lord declared that this was not to be 
wondered at, © inaſmuch as no queſtion was ever ſtarted before, 
| | but 
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Sir Clement Wearge to know « what could be done if the 


taxes upon the inhabitants; but if it was to be conſidered in 
the ſame light as the other colomies, no tax could be impoſed on 
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BOOK but that the king has a right to c Leila s 


conquered country; and he quoted an opinion of the crown 
lawyers in 1722, in reſpect of Jamaica. The aſſembly of that 
iſland: being refractory, it was referred to Sir Philip Yorke and 


aſſembly ſhould obſtinately continue to withold all the uſual 
ſupplies.” They reported, that © if Jamaica was ſtill to be 
conſidered as a conquered i and, the king had a right to levy 
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II i is impelüble, 1 I think, not to perceive, a theſe, 


and other. parts of the learned judge's argument, a; certain 
dere. of ;bies- ne 


about that period, broke out into a civil. war between Great 
Britain and her colonies ; in the progreſs of which, it is believed, 
this noble perſon diſtinguiſned himſelf as an active partizan, 
and a powerful advocate for the unconditional ſupremacy of the 
mother country. I might otherwiſe be chargeable with great 
arrogance in preſuming to differ from ſuch. weight of autho- 

rity ; but ſurely it will be permitted me. 1b examine : the 
doctrine maintained on this occaſion, by the teſt of thoſe caſes 


which the noble judge himſelf adduced in its ſupport. In 


ſuch an examination, plain * and common ſenſe may 


ſupply the ſubtleties of legal refinement, and the want of pro- 
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5 e acts. hits: d on by the learned judge, were ent. 
thoſe of Ireland, Wales, Berwick and New York; in all which 
places it was aſſerted that the king, after their conqueſt, had, of 
his own authority, exerciſed the powers of legiſlature, by intro 
ducing an alteration of their former laws, and eſtabliſhing a new os 
ſyſtem of government over the inhabitants. No man (ob- 
ſerved his lordſhip, in the caſe of Ireland,) ever ſaid that the 
change in the laws of that country was made by the parliament 
| e no-man ever Giid the ee eu ct do K. 5 
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this great and enlightened lawyer, I preſume to think that the 
_ queſtion was not fimply, Whether the crown alone, or the par- 
liament of England, had the right of exerciſing the any 
contended for ?—TI will even admit that the interpoſition of par- 
liament was unneceflary. Still however the main queſtion re- 
mains to be anſwered, which is, To what extent may the royal 
' prerogative in ſuch caſes be exerted ? Did the noble judge mean 
to aſſert that conqueſt deſtroys all the rights of the conquered, 
and that the king, in changing their laws and form of govern- 

ment, has a right to preſcribe to them, not merely the Engliſh con- 
itutian ; but any other ſyſtem, he thinks beſt? If ſuch was 
the opinion, it may be affirmed that the caſes which his lord- 
WW fuch 
_ concluſion. 


Tas firſt caſe was that of Ireland. «The fa, fays the 
noble lord, comes out clearly to be, that Ireland recerved. the 
Laus of England by the charters and commands of * II. 


King John and Henry III.“ . 
Vol. I. 38 3 
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BOOK or Wales, the noble lord obſerves © that the ſtatute of 
| It. Wales (12 Edward I.) is certainly no more than regulations, 
WE made by the king in bis council for the government of Wales, 
and that the king governed it as a conqueſt ;” but let us hear on 
this ſubject the learned judge Blackſtone. This territory, 
obſerves Blackſtone, being then entirely re · annexed (by a kind 
of feodal reſumption) to the dominion of the crown of England, 


| | or; as che ſtatute of Rutland expreſſes it, terre Walliae cum meolis | 
X fo Prius regs jure feodali fubjetta, (of which homage was the 
f ſign) jam in proprietatis dominium totaliter et cum integritate con- 


. . verſa oft, ef coronae regni Axngliae tanquam pars corporis ejuſdent 

annexa et unita. But the finiſhing ſtroke to their independency, 
Was given by the ſtatute 27 Henry VIII. c. 26. which at the 
fame time gave the utmoſt advancement. to their eivil profe 
perity, by admitting them to a thorough communication of laws with 
the fubjefts of England. Thus were this brave people gradually 
eonquered into the enjoyment of true liberty ; being inſenſibly 
ee 460g ee pn ure Rape es: 
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Ab un ey was that my Berwick, which, obſerved the 
noble lord, « after the conqueſt of it, was governed by charters. 
from the crowh, without the interpoſition of parliament, till 
the reign of James I.” The noble judge would. have ſtated 
this caſe more fairly, had he ſaid that Edward I. ar the requeſt 
of the inhabitants, confirmed to them the enjoyment of their 
ancient laws; but that © its conſtitution was put on an Engliſh 

footing, by a charter of king * Theſe are the very 
words of Blackſtone. 1 
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1 by che lexracd judge was that of New 


York, which was conquered from the Dutch in 1664, and. . 


mne rome Hehe 


the regulations contained in the lerters patent.” —So far is true; 


but what followed? This duke of York (afterwards James II.) 
was a man whoſe principles of government were in the higheſt 


degree repugnant and. inimical to thoſe of the Engliſh conſtitu- 


tion. Accordingly he attempted at firſt to introduce into the 


newly acquired country, a ſyſtem little conſonant to Britiſh free- 
dom; but he was diſappointed and defeated. . He was com+ 
pelled, much againſt his inclination, to allow. the people to 


been made by the governor and council, before the people were 
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Ad 13 is is 1 1 „ 
nne, miſtook the gif of the queſtion; or rather con- 
founded together two things which are totally diſtinct and repug- 
nant in their nature; for he appears to have conſidered the pre- 


 rogative in the king, of extending to his newly acquired ſubjefts, 


' the benefits of the Engliſh conflitution, as equivalent to the right 


of ruling them by whatever conſtitution or ſyſtem as govern- 
ment he pleaſes ; or, & none at allt. 
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the form of their — political government 3 by 
granting it to the duke of York, to hold of his crown under al! 


chooſe deputies to repreſent them in the legiſlature; and theſe 
deputies actually voted: / that all; the ordinances which had 


admitted to a ſhare in the legiſlature, were invalid, becauſe they 
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u not free; as he does, for inſtance, the ſtates of the elec- 


by virtue of his prerogative and as generaliffimo of the empire, 
hold a conquered ſtate (for the time being) under a form 


of government that is not free; that is, under military law: 


N 


IS TOR OF THE 


Ir would ſeem then that, if the caſes which have been ad- 
duced-prove any thing, they prove that the crown neither has 
preſcribed, nor could preſcribe, any form of government incom- 
patible with the principles of the Britiſh conſtitution, to any 
colony or territory whatever, whether acquired by conqueſt or 
ſettlemen ĩ; and good authorities are not wanting in ſupport 


of this doctrine. The king of Great Britain (fays an excel- 


lent writer (c ) although at the head of a free ſtate, may, in his 
own right, hold other ſtates, under a form of government that 


torate of Hanover. He may too even as king of Great Britain, 


but, in the inſtant that ſuch conquered Rate is, by treaty 


of peace, or otherwiſe, ceded to the crown of — 
in that inflant it imbibes the ſpirit of the conſt 


naturalized ; it is affimilated to the go 


vernable and to be governed by, and ang thoke 3 powers 
with which the governing power of king, lords and commons is 
inveſted by the conſtitution ; but it is not governable, neither 


is to be governed, by any powers which the governing power of 


king, lords and commons does not poſſeſs from the conſtitu- 


tion: as for example, it cannot be governed on the principles 
of ſlavery; becauſe the governing power of king, lords and com- 


mons is appointed by the conſtitution to govern on the prin- 


ciples of liberty.” Surely it is a propoſition abſurd and mon- 


ſtrous on the very face of it, to fay that a limited monarch, in 
a free ha may govern any part of the dominions of ſuch. a 


(e) Mr. Eſtwick. 
ſtate 
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Tur ccc 
queſtion, both to the preſent age and to poſterity ; and perceive of 
how'greatly the deareſt intereſts of men, who, in the-contingen- 
ies fer lb eee under the Britiſh dominion, may 
concerned in its diſcuſſion. To ſuch readers no apology 
will be neceſſary for the detail which I have thought it my duty 
to give on a ſubjett of ſuch N e erben N now 
reep dc en * 

CCC es. hs 
(tht cis done of the French mn 
bers, 8 the council or aſſembly: but in 1768 the governor 
received inſtructions from the crown, to admit two of them into 

the council, and to declare others to be eligible into the aſſembly, 

on taking the oaths of allegiance and ſupremacy. The gover- F 

nor was dire@ted allo to include the nates of certain perſons of 5 3 
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Te ee e which l 
conſequence therecf, gave riſe to violent commotions and party 
- diviſions in the colony, which, being embittered by religious 
controverſy, . continue to divide the inhabitants to the preſent 
- hour. It were: highly unbecoming in me (a ſtranger. to the . 
* 
ſhould 
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ſuch a man is unworthy of that confidence »which his neigh- 
| bours and fellow citizens, who are beſt acquainted with his 
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Fe emen of any of the Roman catholic capitulants to 


ſeats in the legiſlature, aroſe, I believe, originally from am idea 
that the royal inſtructions in this cafe were in direct viola- 
tion of the teſt act of Charles II. which requires that all per- 


ſons enjoying any place of truſt or profit ſhall, in addition 40 
the oaths of allegiance and ſupremacy, ſubſcribe a declaration 


againſt the doctrine of tranſubſtantiation in the ſacrament of 
the Lord's ſupper.” 
his Roman catholic ſubjects of r 


By the king's inſtructiona, aboye cited, 
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reconciled to the doctrine that an adherence to mere ſpecula- 


tive opinions in matters of faith, ought to drive any loyal ſub- 
ject from the ſervice of his country, or deprive a man (other- 


wiſe entitled) of the enjoyment of thoſe honours and diſtinc- 
tions, the diſtribution of which the wiſdom of the laws has 
aſſigned to the ſovereign. Much leſs will it be thought that 


principles and virtues, and are themſelves of a different per- 


duaſion, ſhall think fit to repoſe in him. At the fame; time, it 
— 3 
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claim in the crown, to lay taxes on Grenada by its own authoti- k I. 
ty, gave the inhabitants juſt cauſe, of apprehenſion that the — 
royal inſtructions in the preſent caſe wete founded, in like. 
_ on a pretenſion to dee authority, ſubverſive of 
ow Celta an. e Pg” 11G. 0 zie: . 
— 02. desi 1 887920 359064 ene + fc; 
„cee en I ee 
never meant to extend to the Britiſh plantations; that it was 
confined, both in its letter andl ſpirit, to the kingdom of Eng- 
kid and the teure Beten: and though it were true that 
it i the 'pradtice of the courts of Grenada to adopt both the 
eommon and ſtatute law of England, it was contended never- ; 
theleſs, that the adoption could extend only to ſuch of the 
Eggli ſtatüttesg as were applicable to. the peculiar ita. 
tion” of the ceny. It was! utged that the act > in-queſtion — 
originated in an age of religious frenzy and fanatic violence. 
The authdrity-of Riſtory was addaced' to prove that it was: 
ed by a wortlileſs individual from animoſity 
to the Duke ef York, who was obliged, in conſequence of it, 
to reſign the great office of Lord High Admiral. A law thus 
founded ani ſupported, inſtead of being conſidered as ſuited 
to the circumſtances of a new and-infant. colbny, ought, it was: 
$54, #7he expuagot ſoje the Eagi Hatece book. _ 


| Winwr lnfleenco chef; or dither covilerations, had 3 
Britiſh Miniſtry, I preſume not to ſay. It is certain that the 
- king tefuſed to revoke his inſtructions; in conſequence ook 
ef the moſt zealous of the * members of the aſſem- : 
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BOOK bly declining to attend, it was — that a houſe could be 

II. formed. Public affairs ſoon fell into the utmoſt areas 
' and in this tate of faction and perplexity, the iſland contin 

until its ROE rh = vet in l 20¹ ue {vob 


inhabitants which I will not repeat, becauſe I have pls 8 
ge evidence to ſupport them than the mutual re; | 
reciprocal accuſations of the parties. Ibo complaint 
which were loudly made on the part of che French. af an 
8 uſurpation of their deareſt rights by the prevailing faction, 
re eee than 
_ © 
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ment for attacking this iſland, than the defenceleſs ſtate in 
which all the Dt Games th the Wall hen Io as 
chat juncture notoriouſly left. The -hopeleſs and deftruQtive. ' 
war in North America had drawn to its vortex all the powers, 
| reſources, and exertions of Great Britain. Already had Domi- 

= N nica and St. Vincent become a facrifice to that unfortunate 
conteſt ; when it fell to the lot of Grenada to experience her 
Ms 22 VU 
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On the ad of July 1779, a French armament, confiſting of 
a fleet of 25 ſhips of the line, 10 frigates, and 5000 troops, under 
the command of the Count D' Eſtaing, appeared off the 
harbour and town of St. George: the whole force of the 
gland was compoſed of 9o men of the 48th regiment, 300 
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= its fortifications conſiſted chiefly of an entrenchment 


Hoſpital hill. This entrenchment the Count D' Eſtaing in- 
veſted the next day, at the head of 3,000 of his beſt forces 
which he led up in three columns, and after a hard conflict 
carried the lines. Never did ſo ſmall a body of men make a 
nobler defence againſt ſuch inequality of numbers. The gover- 
nor (Lord Macartney) and the remains of his little garriſon, 
immediately retired into the old fort, at the mouth of the har- 
bour; which however was wholly untenable, being command- 
ed by the Hoſpital-hill battery, the guns of which having been 
moſt' unfortunately left unſpiked, were now turned againſt 
them. At day-break, the French opened a battery of two 
_ twenty-four pounders againſt the walls of the' old fort. In 
this fituation, the governor and inhabitants had no reſource 
but in the hopes of obtaining favourable terms of capitula- 
tion; and herein they were diſappointed. Their propoſals 
were ſcornfully rejected, and ſuch hard and extraordinary terms 
offered and infiſted on by Count D'Eftaing, as left them no 
alternative but the ſacrifice of their honour, or an unconditional 
ſurrender. They embraced the latter; and it muſt be ac- 
knowledged that the protection which was afforded to the 
helpleſs inhabitants of the town, and their property, not only 
while the treaty was depending, but alſo after the ſurrender 
of the iſland at diſcretion, reflected the higheſt luſtre on the 
diſcipline, as well as humanity of the conquerors. Protection 
and ſafe-guards were granted on every application, and thus 
a town was ſaved from . which by the ſtrict rules 
Vor. I 3 C 32 8 of 
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which had been haſtily thrown up, round the ſummit of the aa 7 
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; age; of war, might have been Siren up to an | exſpeitd 
Ws r * 
Ir is to be lamented that the 1 a 4 a 
F rench government of Grenada, towards its new ſubjects, 
was not quite ſo generous. By an ordinance of the Count de 
Durat, the new governor, they were enjoined, . under the 
penalty of military execution and confiſcation of property, from 
the payment, directly or indirectly, of all debts due by them 
to Britiſh ſubjects, reſiding in any part of the Britiſh domi - 
nions; and by another ordinance, the prohibition was extended 
to ſuch debts owing to the ſubjects of the united 1 
Holland, as were guaranteed by any of the ſubjects of G 
Britain. The Count D' Eſtaing had inſerted clauſes to the 
ſame effect, in the form of capitulation which he had tendered 
to the garriſon, and it was thoſe prohibitions that induced the 
Britiſh inhabitants, with an honeſt indignation, | to riſque the 
conſequence of an unconditional ſurrender, rather than ſubmit 
to them. With the virtue and integrity that it is to be hoped 
will for ever diſtinguiſh the Britiſh character, they conſidered 
no ſacrifice ſo great as the violation of that confidence, which 
had been repoſed in them by their friends and. creditors in 
| Europe. But the ordinances went {till further. By the regu= 
lations which they contained, it was enacted that all the eſtates 
belonging to Engliſh abſentees, ſhould be put into the hands 
of certain perſons to be nominated by the governor, called 
conſervators ; and the produce be paid into the public trea- 
ſury. Thus was plunder ſanctioned by authority; and the 
abſent wu prietors were not the ry victims. The ſhameful 
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ſeſſion of eſtates, to which the ſlighteſt pretenſion was ſet up, 
gave the reſident planters reaſon to apprehend, that the only 


indulgence they were to expect, was that rot 


'P 


3 of teing devoured the ly. 


| Moser of theſe injurious ing a A 
perſongl oppreſſion, inflited on the conquered inhabitants of 


with the governor of their late fellow ſubjects and neighbours, 
the French planters; hg is much eaſier to account for, 
than to juſtify their conduct. Let it be remembered however, 


ceedings were no ſooner made known to the court of France, 
than they were diſapproved and reprobated. The appointment 
of conſervators was aboliſhed, and reſtoration ordered to be 


made of the eſtates of abſent proprietors. Redreſs was like 


wiſe very generally given, by appeals in the laſt reſort, to ſuch 


of the reſident planters as had been illegally deprived of theit 
poſſeſſions. But it was not long, before the iſland itſelf re. | 


verted to the Britiſh dominion. 


wo ENADA and A 8 were n to G Britain, 


excepted) by the general - pacification. which took place in 


its general merits, it is impoſſible but that the Engliſh fugar 
planters (except perhaps thoſe of the ceded iſland) muſt re- 
| fle& with — — It 19 indeed have been 


* every French claimant was put into poſ= C H A Fa 


Grenada, were, by them, ir to the. too great influence 


to the honour of 2 nation, that theſe nefarious pro- 


with all the other captured iſlands in the Weſt Indies (Tobago 


wiſhed, 


359 
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January 1783; a pacification upon which, whatever may be 
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BO OK wiſhed, by thoſe who have at heart the preſent repoſe and . 
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HISTORY or THE 


proſperity of mankind, that ſome falutary regulations had been 


— framed, at the ſame time, for preventing the revival of thoſe 


unhappy national animoſities among the white inhabitants 
of Grenada, of which I have ſo largely ſpoken, and which, I 


am ſorry to be informed, were renewed on the reſtoration of 
the iſland with additional force and aggravated violence. It 


is not my intention however to enter into any further detail 
on the ſubjeft. As a friend to the intereſts of humanity, inde- 


pendant of religious opinions, and locality of -birth, I ſhall re- 
joice if means can be found to reſtore to this little community 


that peace, confidence, and unanimity, without which its 
inhabitants pad + Mn dns read 


invader. | 


: 


SN N as 1 conceive, — _ of Ke Bir. 
torical and political concerns of this valuable colony, IL hall 
conchide with a ſhort diſplay of its preſent tate, in reſpect of 
foil, population, productions and exports ; premiſing that many 


ol thoſe little iſlands which are called the Grenadines, no longer 


appertain to the government of Grenada. By an arrangement 
of the Britiſh adminiſtration, which has taken effect ſince the 


peace, a line of diviſion paſſes in an eaſt and weſt direction, 


between Cariacou and Union iſland. The former of theſe, 
and ſome ſmaller iſlands ſouth of it, are all that are now com 
priſed in the Grenada government; Union iſland, with all the 


| little iſlands adjoining, to the north, being annexed to the 


government of St. Vincent. = 
3 75 | GRENADA 
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GnxNADA contains about 80,000 acres of land; of which C H AP. 
although no leſs than GR ACres — taxes in 1776, and 
actually cultivated has never been 50,000 acres. The 
face of the country is mountainous, but not inacceſſible in any 
part, and it abounds with ſprings and rivulets. To the north 
and the eaſt, the ſoil is a brick mould; the fame, or nearly the 
| ame; as that of which mention has been made in the hiſtory 
of Jamaica. On the weſt ' fide, it is a rich black mould on a 
ſubſtratum of yellow clay. To the ſouth, the land in general 
is poor, and of a trddiſh hue, and the fame extends over a con- 
ſiderable part of the interior country. On the whole however, 
Grenada appears to be fertile: in a high degree, and by the 
variety, as well as excellence, of its returns, ſeems adapted to 
every tropical production. The exports of the year 1776, from 
322 its dependencies, were 14012, 1 57 Ibs. of muſ- 
cavado, and 9,273.50 Ibs. of clayed ſugar 818,700 gallons of 
rum; 1,827,166 Ibs. of coffee, 45737 19 Ibs. of cacao, 91,943 Ibs. 
of cotton, 27,638 lbs. of indigo, and ſome ſmaller articles; the 
whole of which, on a moderate W ee could not be worth 
leſs, at the ports of ſhipping; than C. 600,000 ſterling, excluding 
freight, duties, inſurance and other Due, It deſerves to be 
remembered too, that the ſugar was the produce of 106 planta- 
tions only, and that they were worked by 18, 293 negroes, which 
was therefore rather more than one hogſhead of muſcavado 
ſugar, of 16 cwt. from the labour of each negro, old and young, 
employed in the cultivation of that commodity; a prodigious 
return, equalled, I believe, by no other Britiſh iſland in the 
Weſt Indies, St. 1 $ excepted, The W of 


1787 
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1 they will be found, excopt ki ane 
or two articles, to fall greatly ſhort of thoſe of 1776; a cir- 
TE ED nn R 


Tus iſland is divided into fix pariſhes, St. George, St. 
David, St. Andrew, St. Patrick, St. Mark and St. John; and its 
chief dependency, Cariacpu, forms a ſeyenth pariſh. It is only 
ſince the reſtoration of Grenada to Great Britain by the peace 
of 1783, that an iſland law has been obtained for the eftabliſh- 
ment of a proteſtant clergy. This act paſſed in 1784, and pro- 
vides ſtipends of /. 330 currency, and /. 60 for houſe rent 
per annum, for five clergymen, vis. one for the town and. pariſh 
of St. George, three for the other five out pariſhes of ( Ja, 
] ts and one for Cariacou. Beſides theſe ſtipends, there are valua- 

ble glebe lands, which had been appropriated to the ſupport 
of the Roman catholic clergy, whilſt that was the eſtabliſhed 
_ religion of Grenada. Theſe lands, according to an opinion of 
the attorney and fol ito general of England (te whom a 
queſtion on this point was referred by the crown) became 
veſted in his Majeſty as public lands, on the reſtoration of the 
iſland to the Britiſh government, and I believe have ſince been 
applied by the colonial legiſlature, with the conſent of. the 
crown, to the further ſupport of the proteſtant church, with 
ſome allowance thereout (to what amount I am not informed) 
for the benefit of the e N a of the remain- 
ing French inhabitants. 


*\ 
1 - 17 120 2 * - 4% 3 * 


"i capital of Grenada, uY an. ondjnqnce- of governor Mel- 
le, ſoon after the ceſſion of the country to Great Britain 
by the peace of Paris, is called St. George. By this ordinance, 


- Engliſh 
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and their French names forbidden to be thereafter uſed in any 


It is ſituated in a ſpacious. bay, on the weſt: or lee fide of the 
iſland, not far from the ſouth end, and poſſeſſes one of the fafeſt 


and moſt commodious harbours for ſhipping in the Engliſh 
Weſt ware "which. has boa "PS n * * 


FT?) gel or hamlets, which are generally ſituated at 
the bays or ſhipping- places in the ſeveral out . "The: 
GS 2. „ 


Gurnava A two ports of 2 wich n eſtabliſh- 
ments, and diſtinct revenue. officers, independant of each other, 
viz. one at St. "Cotes, the capital, and one at Grenville bay, 
a town and harbour on the eaſt or windward fide of the iſland. 


The . Geo. HII. o. 27. n 


| Wanriais id be awing to the events of war, KY e 
Attention, or to calamities inflicted by the hand of Divine Pro- 
vidence, I know not, but it appears that the white population 
of Grenada and the Grenadines has decreaſed conſiderably 
ſince theſe iſlands firſt came into Poſſeſſion of the Engliſh. 

The number of white inhabitants, in the year 177 1, were 
known to be ſomewhat more than fixteen hundred; in 177 
they had decreaſed to thirteen hundred; and at this time they 
are ſuppoſed not to exceed one thouſand, of which about two 


* * 
= 
* 


W 3 3 PT 3 


Englih| names were given to the ſeveral towns -and-pariſhes, C H A P. 


public acts. The French natne of che capital was Fort Royals, 
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III. 


* 


both before and after the peace. 
of the African cargoes 
fourth oo are EIT D 


and light dragoons. In Grenada they form a company of each, and a are com- 


_ regiments of militia, including a company of free blacks or 


mulattoes, attached to each. There are likewiſe about 500 


regular troops from Great — * ee = 
INTE? er +3 $271 j 


Fur 0 Had tive alſo Aead. eee 


preceding the capture of the iſland in 1779, they were ſtated 


at 35,000, of which gooo were in Cariacou, and the ſmaller 


iſlands. In 1785 they amounted to no more than:23,926in the 
whole. The decreaſe was owing partly to the want of any re- 


gular ſupply during the French government. and: partly to the 
numbers carried from the iſland by the French inhabitants, 


ſold at Grenada, ſome en . 


: * 


Tur mee n Ae n 1,115. 10 


prevent the too great increaſe of this mixed race, every manu 
miſſion is, by an act of this iſland, charged with a fine of 
one hundred pounds currency, payable into the public trea- 


ſury. But this law has neither operated as a productive 
fund, nor as a prohibition; for it is 2 evaded * erecut- 


(4) Beſides the regular troops which a are ſent "Th Cs Britain for the 8 
tion of G renada, there are in its garriſon three companies of king's negroes, which 
came from America, where they ſerved in three capacities, as pioneers, artificers 


manded „„ having captain's cank.. | 
ing 
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It is alſo to be obſerved, that ET 
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en of manumiſſion in ſome other iſland 45 an. 


government where there is no ſuch law. The evidence of all 
free coloured people, whether born free or manumitted, is re- 


ceived in the courts of this iſland, on their producing ſufficient | 
proof of their freedom; and ſuch free people are tried on criminal | 


charges in the ſame manner as whites, without diſtinction of 
colour. They are alſo allowed to. poſſeſs: and enjoy lands and 
tenements to * amount, provided they are native dern ages 


— 


Tun governor, by virtue of his office, is chancellor, ordinary 


and vice admiral, and preſides ſolely in the courts of chancery 
and ordinary, as in Jamaica. His ſalary is C. 3.200 currency 
per annuum {c), which is raiſed by a poll tax on all ſlaves; and it 
is the practice in Grenada to paſs a falary bill on the arrival of 
every new governor, to continue during his government. In 
al caſe of aber beyond elre months, the ale craſs nd 


= a of Quinta conſiſts of twelve ey and 
the aſſembly of twenty-ſix. The powers, privileges and func- 
tions of both theſe branches of the legiſlature, are the ſame, and 


exerciſed preciſely in the ſame manner, as thoſe of the council 


and aſſembly in Jamaica. A freehold, or life eſtate, of fifty - 


acres, is a qualification to ſit as repreſentative for the pariſhes, 


and a freehold, or life eſtate, in fifty pounds houſe rent in St. 


George, qualifies a repreſentative for the town. An eſtate of 


( The currency of Grenada, of rate of exchange, is commonly 65 for con, 
| W 


Vor. I. 3 5 8 


. 


. 
* 
* %*, 


the firſt perſon named in the commiſſion of the peace preſides, 


one chief and four afliſtant juſtices, whoſe commiſſions are 


without ſalary. 


are commiſſioned in like manner as in the court of common 


HISTORY OF THE 


ten acres in fee, or for life, or a rent of ten pounds in any of the 
out towns, gives a vote for the repreſentatives of each pariſh 
reſpectiyely; and a rent of twenty pounds per annum ifſuing out 
e, eee e eee 
9 for the town. x 


Taz law courts in Grenada, befides 9 
ordinary, are, firſt, the court of grand ſeſſions of the peace, 
held twice a year, viz. in March and September. In this court 


— none 


_ 2dly, Tux court of common pleas. This court confiſts of 


during pleaſure. The chief juſtice is uſually appointed in Eng- 


land, a profeſſional man, and receives a falary of C. 600 per 


annum. The four aſfiſtant juſtices are uſually appointed by the 
. oft „ and act 


zaͤly, Taz court * exchequer. The Ee in this court 


pleas. But this court is lately grown into diſuſe. 


» 


_ atbly, Tux court of admiralty, for trial of all prize + pw of 


capture from enemies in war, and of revenue ſeizures in peace 


or war. There is one judge of admiralty and one ſurrogate. 


LASTLY, The governor and council compoſe a court of 
error, as in Jamaica, for trying all appeals of error from the 


court of common pleas. 


ES Al rnovon 
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tion of the laws of England, yet it has been always the practice 
of the courts, to conſider both the common and ſtatute law of 
England to extend to Grenada in all applicable caſes, not 
otherwiſe provided for by particular laws of the iſland. - So in 
like manner the practice of the courts in Weſtminſter Hall, and 
authentic reports of adjudged caſes there, are reſorted to, les 
when precedents and authorities are wanting in the iſland. In Es 
the caſe of its ſlave laws, it may be faid with truth and juſtice, 
that the aſſembly of this iſland have ſhewn a liberality of ſenti- 
ment which reflefts the 9 
n 5 


- 


7 8 1 92m ee 
' have collected concerning the paſt hiſtory and preſent ſtate of 
155 the iſland of Grenada, and if it ſhall be thought deficient or 
uninſtructive, the fault is not in the want of materials, but in 

the workman. Something however remains to he ee 
concerning ſuch of the Grenadines as are dependant on the 
Grenada government, the chief of which are Cariacou and Iſle ens 
Ronde. The former contains 6913 acres of land, and in IM 
general it is fertile and well cultivated; producing in ſeaſonable 
years a million of pounds of cotton for exportation, beſides 
corn, yams, potatoes and plantains ſufficient for the mainte- 
nance of its negroes. The cultivation of ſugar has been found 
leſs ſucceſsful in this iſland than cotton, though it ſtill con- 
tinues to be made on two plantations. Ille Ronde contains 
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BOOK about 500 acres of excellent land, which are wholly applied 
III. , to paſturage, and the cultivation of cotton. It is fituated about 
i Cariacon and the north end of Grenack. 


| VV CLOSE my account ma: as of Barbadoes, with 


an authentic return by the Inſpector General of Great Britain, 
of the exports from Grenada and its dependencies, for the year 
5 1787; containing alſo an eſtimate of the actual value. of the 
| ſeveral articles at the Britiſh market: _ 4 e 
| reps Fit) 1 iL 26 00205 
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CHAP. I 
ST. VINCENT and its DErENDRNCIESsC, 


DOMINICA 


HE civil hiſtory of theſe Iſlands may be.compriſed within 
a narrow compaſs; for the ſovereignty of them having been 
long an object of diſpute between the crowns of Great Britain and 

France, the rightful poſſeſſors, the Charaibes, derived that ſecurity 

from the reciprocal envy and avarice of the contending parties, 

which they might have expected in vain from their juſtice and hu- 

manity. As both St. Vincent and Dominica were included, with 
many other Iſlands, in the Earl of Carliſle's patent, it is not won- 
derful that attempts were made, at different times, to bring them 
under the Engliſh dominion. Theſe attempts the French con- 
ſtantly oppoſed, with deſign, it was urged, ſecretly and ſurrep- 
titiouſly to occupy the Iſlands themſelves ; and their conduct to- 
wards 
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themſelves with ſuch effect, that the Engliſh were compelled 
to relinquiſſi all hopes of obtaining theſe Iſlands by force; 
for by the treaty of Aix la Chapelle (1748) St. Vincent, Do- 
miniĩca, St. Lucia and Tobago, were declared neutral, and the 
ancient proprietors (ſuch as remained of them) were at * 
left in "OO — | 
Tux diſputes and hoſtilities which theſe attempts of the 
Engliſh on the one hand, and reſiſtance of the French on the 
other, gave riſe to, in this part of the world, are no longer in- 
tereſting, and therefore need not be brought again to remem- 
brance. 'The injuſtice and depravity of mankind are at all 
times ſubjects of unpleafing ſpeculation; but the ſubſequent 
conduct of both nations, reſpecting the Iſlands which they had 


declared neutral, is too remarkable to be overlooked, even if I 
hiſtorical precifion did not, as in the preſent caſe it does, re- 


— 


quire me to relate the circumſtances attending it. 


Tux treaty of neutrality was no ſooner concluded, than both 


Engliſh and French appeared diſſatisfied with the arrangement 


ed until it was too late, that by reſtricting the Epgliſh from 


the eccupancy of thoſe countries, on the ground of right in a 


third party, they precluded themſelves at the fame time.” The 
Engliſh, on the other hand, diſcovered that by acceding to the 
com promiſe, 


— 


which they had made. The latter ſeem not to have conſider- 


39 
wards the Charaibes on other occaſions feemns to juſtify the ſug- B O O K 


Bur, whatever might have been their motives, they exerted 


the concluſion of the war which broke out a few years after- 

wards, a very different ſtipulation took place. The French no 
longer pleaded ſcruples on behalf of the Charaibes, but very 
cordially concurred with the Engliſh in dividing the ſpoil. By 
the th article of the peace of Paris, figned the 1oth of F ebruary, 

1763, the three Iflands of Dominica, St. Vincent, and Tobago, 
were afligned to Great Britain; and St. Lucia to France, in full 
and perpetual ſovereignty ; the Charaibes not being once men- 

| tioned in the whole tranſaction, as if no ſuch people exiſted. 


and actually put the __ * and Ty: into  pol- £ 
ſeſſion. 


ancient, or, as they were called by the Engliſh, Yellow Cha- 
raibes, not more than a hundred families ſurvived in 1763, and of 
all their ancient extenſive poſſeſſions, theſe poor people retain- 
ed only a mountainous diſtri& in the Iſland of St. Vincent. Of 
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n they had given up St. Lucia, an Iſland worth all 
the reſt, and to which it muſt be owned we had ſome colour- 


able pretenſions, founded on a treaty entered into with the 
Charaibbean inhabitants'in 1664, fix hundred of whom attend- 
ed an armament that was ſent thither by Lord Willoughby, 


Born nations W thus alike diſſatisfied with an arrange- 
ment which left nothing to either, it may be ſuppoſed that on 


.T HEY were in truth reduced to a nd remnant.— Of the 


this Iſland and its dependencies I ſhall now treat, reſerving 
Dominica for a ſe parate ſection. 
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name of St. Vincent upon this Illand, becauſe they diſcover- 
eld it upon the aad of January, which in their calendar is St. 
«<- Vineent's' day, but it does not appear that they. were ever, 

| in poſſeſſion of it; the Indians being very 
ny PP 
* e ee, ee Uni 1 


= 


* E: N 
* ; 
* r - - * 3 : = * £ 


- * I 4 = N ” 1 8 : 


O the origin of theſe intruders, and their ancient connection 
with the native Charaibes, the beſt account that I have been 
ä 3 E able 
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able to find is in a ſmall treatiſe of the author above quoted, 
Doctor Campbell) entitled © Candid and impartial confidera- 
tions on the nature of the Sugar- trade, which being equally 
authentic and curious, I ſhall preſent to my readers entire ; and 
with the leſs ſcruple, becauſe it conſiſts chiefly of an officiak 
paper which cannot be. abridged without * 


1 1672, King Charles thought fit to divide theſe govern- 
ments, and by 2 new commiſſion appointed Lord Willoughby 
Governor of Barbadoes, St. Lucia, St. Vincent, and Dominica ; 
Sir Willam . being appointed Governor of the other 
Leeward Illes, and this ſeparation bas fubſiſted ever ſince, the 
ame Iflands * conſtantly! inſerted in every new- Governor's 
patent. On the demiſe. of Lord Willoughby; Sir Jonathan. 
Atkins was appointed Governor of Barbadoes, and the reſt; of 
_ thefe Iſlands, and ſo continued till 1680, wen he was ſuc- 
coceded by Sir Richard Dutton, who being ſent for to Eng- 
land in 1685, appointed Colonel Edwin Stede Lieutenant Go- 
vernor, who vigorouſly aſſerted our rights by. appointing Deputy 
Governors for the other Iſlands; and particularly ſent. Captain. 
AY emple hither to prevent the French from wooding and water- 
ing without our permiſſion, to which they had been encouraged 
f by the inattention of, the former Governors; perſiſting ſteadily 
in this conduct, till it was ſignified to him, as we have had oc- 
caſion to remark before, that the King had. figned/an act of 
neutrality, and that commiſſioners were appointed by the two 
courts, to ſettle all differences relative to theſe Iſlands.” 


«. SOME years after, a ſhip from Guinea; with a large cargo 5 


unwillingly is a little uncertain, the Indians ſuffered them to 


* * _— 1 
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ef ſlaves; was either wrecked: or run on ſhore upon the Hand of O WAP 
St. Vincent, into the woods and mountains of which great I. 5 
numbers of the negroes eſcaped. Here, whether willingly or 


3 ————— ——— 1 
, partly by the children they had by the Indian women, 
Fer 1 very numerous; ſo that about the beginning of 
the eurrent century they conſtrained. the Indians to retire into 
the north-weſt part of the Ifland. Theſe people, as may be 
reaſonably ſuppoſed, were much diſſatisfied with this treatment; 
and complained; of 1 it occaſionally both to the Engliſh and to the 
French, that dme to wood and water amongſt them. The 
latter at length ſuffered themſelves to be prevailed upon to at- 
5. tate . invaders, een of en 2 al — — 
theſe negroes, mage they mere: Late to — — 
ſelves, than with the Indians. After much deliberation, in the 
year 1719, they came with a conſiderable farce from Martinico, 
and landing without much oppoſition, began to burn the Negro 
huts and deſtroy their; plantations, ſuppoſing that the Indians 
would have attacked them in the mountains, which if they had 
done, the blacks had probably been extirpated, or forced to ſub- 
mit and become ſlaves. But either from frar or policy, the 
Indians did nothing; and the Negroes ſallying in the night, ant 
retreating to ĩnacceſfible places in the day, deſtroyed ſo many of 
the French (amongſt whom was Mr. Paulian, major of Mar- 
tinique, who commanded them, ) that they were forced to re- 
tire. When by this experiment they were convinced that 
force * nat do, they had recourſe to fair means, and by 
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5 Hanne were in this ſituation when Captain Uring came 
with a conſiderable armament to take poſſeſſion of St. Lucia 
and this Iſland, in virtue of a grant from our late ſovereign King 
George 1. to the late Duke of Montague. When the French 
g had diſlodged this gentleman, by a ſuperior force from St. 

Lucia, he ſent Captain Braithwaite to try what could be done 
at the Iſland of St. Vincent, in which he was not at all more ſue- 
ceſsful, as will beſt appear from chat gentleman's report to Mr. 
ring, which, as it contains ſeveral curious circumſtances rela- 
tive to the country, and to the two independent nations who 
— belongs properly to this ſubject, and cannot but 
wenn na reader. Na vagus) 1 ay 
it appears from Mr. Uring's r * this tranſac- 
appen in he gg of th year 179g.” ; 


«THE REPORT,” 


* 


« In W fe wfdutics is engl ne 
0 „4 the day you failed with his Grace 's colony for An- 
tego, I failed with the Griffin floop, in company with his 
% Majeſty's ſhip the Winchelſea, to St. Vincent. We made 
i « the Ifland that night, and next morning run along ſhore, and 
rn am e ſaw ſeveral Indian huts, but as yet no Indians came off to us, 
| nor could we get aſhore to them, by reaſon there was no 
„ground to anchor in. Towards the evening, two Indians 


$ | © came 
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„ came on board, and told us, we might anchor in a bay. to CHAP. 
e leeward, and when we were at anchor they would bring * 
« their general on board. Here we came to an anchor in deep 7 
water, and very dangerous for the ſloop. One, whom they 
call General, came on board, with ſeveral others, to the num- 
« ber of twenty-two. I entertained them very handſomely, 
* a} mae che chinfifoane. ing ponfinns but found he was 
a perſon of no conſequence, and that they called him Chief to 
get ſome preſent from me. Here two of the Indians were ſo 
* drunk, they would not go aſhore, but ſtaid on board ſome 
. days, and were well entertained. After this, little winds and 
great currents drove us off for ſeveral days ; but at laſt, we 
' « came to an anchor in a ſpacious bay, to leeward of all the 
« Iſland, the draught of which 1 ordered to be taken by ous 
« ſurveyor, for your better underſtanding the place, being the 
« only one where a ſettlement could be made. The ſhip and 
« ſloop were ſcarce come to anchor, before the ſtrand of the 
.» 22222 Indians, and among them we could 
* diſcover a white, who proved to be a Frenchman. I took 
6 « _ Watſon in the boat with me, with a Frenchman, 
© and immediately went aſbore. As ſoon as I came amongſt 
« them, I aſked them, why they appeared all armed? Por every 
n ſome had muſquets, piſtols, . bows and 
« arrows, &c. They with very little ceremony incloſed me, 
and carried me up the country about a mile, over a little 
« rivulet, where I was told I was to ſee their general. I found 
« him fitting amidſt a guard of about a hundred Indians, thoſe 
«« neareſt his perſon had muſquets, the reſt bows and arrows, 
and * ſilence. He ordered me a ſeat, and a Frenchman | 


« ſtood 
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any injury, and went on board to Captain Orme, and told him 
wy ill ſucceſs. 
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ſtood at his right hand, for an interpreter: he demanded of 


me, what brought me into his country, and of what nation? 


I told him Englifh, and I was put in to wood and water, as 
not caring to ſay any thing elſe before the Frenchman; but 


told him if he would be pleaſed to come on board our ſhips, 
I would leave Engliſhmen: in hoſtage for him and thoſe he 


ſhould be pleaſed to bring with him; but I could not prevail 
with him either to come on board, or ſuffer me to have wood 

and water. He ſaid he was informed we were come to force a 
ſettlement, and we had no other way to remove that jealouſy 


but to get under fail. As ſoon as I found what influence 
the Frenchman's.companyhad upon them, I took my leave, 
after making ſuch replies as I thought proper, and returned 


to my boat under a guard. When I came to the ſhore I 


found the guard there were increaſed by a number of 


Negroes, all armed with fuſees. I got in my boat, without 


* IMMEDIATELY after, I ſent on \ Thors the hip s boat with 


a mate, with rum, beef and bread, &c. with ſome cutlaſſes, 
and ordered a Frenchman who went with the mate, to defire 
the guard to conduct them to their general, and to tell him, 


that though he denied me the common good of water and a 


little uſeleſs wood, nevertheleſs I had ſent him ſuch refreſh- 
ments as our ſhips afforded. Our people found the French- 


man gone, and that then the Indian general ſeemed pleaſed, 
and received "wine was ſent him, and in return ſent me bows 


and arrows. 1 | 
+ OuR 


EI FINDEEBS — _ 
Ne oon people had not been long returned before their genera C H A F. 
ſent a canoe, with two chief Indians, who ſpoke very good _ 
« French; to thank me for my preſents, and to alk. pardon for — 
« his refuſing me wood and water, and aſſured me I might. 
have what I pleaſed; and they had orders to tell me, if J. 
<« pleaſed to go aſhore again, they were to remain hoſtages for. 
my civil treatment. I ſent them on board the man of war, 
and with Captain Watſon went on ſhore. Lwas well receiv-- | 
. ed, and conducted as. before. But now I found. the brother 
« of the chief of the Negroes was arrived, with. five hundred 
« Negroes, moſh armed with fuzees. They told my interpre- 
* ter they were aſſured we were come to force a ſettlement, or 
n elſe they would not have denied me what they never before 
. denied any Engliſh, viz. wood and · water: But, if I pleaſed, 1 
might take in what I wanted · under a guard. Finding them 
1 in ſo good a. humour, I — 
to entertain them on ſhips, and with, ſome difficul- 
«. ty prevailed with them, 8 Captain Watſon on ſhore 
under their guard as a hoſtage. I carried them on board 
the King's ſhip, where they were well entertained by Captain 
« Orme, who gave the Indian General a fine fuzee of bis own 
and to the Chief of the Negroes ſomething. that pleaſed him, 
Captain: Orme aſſured him of the friendſhip of the King of 
« England, &c.. The Negro Chief ſpoke excellent French, 
and gave anſwers with the French compliments. Afﬀter- 
« wards I carried them on: board the Duke's ſloop,, and: after 
« opening their hearts with wine, for they ſcorned to drink. 
« rum, I thought it a good time to tell them my commiſſion, . 
and what brought ms on their coaſt, They told me it was 
= OTE IN 66. welli - g 
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3 0 % - well-1 had not mentionsd'it aſhore, for their power could 


III. 


« owned themſelves under the protection of the French, but 
* ne des een their Ruling" amen gi hams e c 


< and received in return as regular vollies of ſinall ſhot as I 


* anchors, which as ſoon as I perceived, and had received 
«© Captain Watſon from the * 1 got under fail, end ned” 


which was made, under the authority of the Britiſh. Govern- | | 


«not have protected me; that it was impoſſible ; the Dutch 
had before attempted it, but were glad to retire. They like- 
wiſe told me, two French ſloops had, the day before we came, 
been amongſt them, gave them arms and ammunition, and 
aſſured them of the whole force of Martinico for their pro- 
tection againſt us. They told them alſo, that they had drove 
us from St. Lucia, and that now we were come to endeavour 


to force a ſettlement there; and, notwithſtanding all our 


4 precious pretences, when we had power, we ſhould enſlave 
< them; but declared they would truft no Europeans; that they 


< of force from them, as us, as they had lately given an exam- 


ple, by killing ſeveral; and they further t me, it was 


by very large preſents the French ever got in their favour | 


« they ſaid was an akt of friendſhip. This being all I could 


<< get from them, I diſmiſſed them with ſuch preſents as his 
4. Grace ordered for that ſervice, with a diſcharge of cannon, 


„ever heard. In the night the Winchelſea drove from her 


< to the man of war.” 


Sven is the hiſtory of a very weak and * attempt 


ment, 


ment, to Sen posen of Mg Illand in the year 1723: an CH AP. 
interval of forty years ſucceeds, in which I find/no occurrence in = OY 


its hiſtory that deſerves recital.” —————— 
of ſavage hoſtilities between the Negeoes and the Charaibes, in 
which it is believed that the former wyrte generally victorious; it e 
is certain that they proved ſo in the end, their numbers in 2763. 
being computed at two thouſand; whereas of the yellow: or 
native Charaibes, there were not left (as: hath already been ob- 
ſetved) more than one hundred families, and moſt of theſe, if I | 
am rightly informed, are by this time exterminated. It is how- 2 : 
ever worthy of retyark, that the African intruders have adopted 
' moſt of the Charaibean manners and ouſtonis; among the reſt, 
the practice af flattening the foreheads df their infants, as de- 
ſeribed in the firſt-part of this work, and perhaps it was chiefly 
from this circumſtance that wy acquired the appellation of dhe 
black Ns appt 
lit E8W Anat od nous cg 1% eh 329 2 
Tun fiſt Py of the Zaglichqarowmeens; in. _—_ 
to this Iſland, after the peace of Paris, was to diſpoſe of he | 
lands I dare not ſay to the beſt advantage; for no leſs than 
24. 000 acres, being more than one-fourth part of the whole 
country, were gratuitouſly afſigned'o over” to two individuals/@}. 
The remainder was, ordere to be ſold for the benefit of the 
public, and 20, 538 acres. were accordingly diſpoſed of by auc- 
tion for the ſum of £5 62;354- 1 117 7d sT. nnn 
0" 519 * n | one 
—_ Mr. Swinburne had eben dates acres, and Gan Monckton four 
(3) The Lords of the Treafury fixed a minimum, below which no land could 
be ſold, which was (. I ſterling per acre for every acre of cleared land, and twenty 
Vor. I. 3F mailing | 
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BG OK one half the country was judged unkt for any profitable cul- 


HI. 


 conſoquence or validity. 


tivation, that theſe grants and ſales . comprehended all the 
lands, of any kind of vnlue, from one end of the Ifland to the 
ether. The commiſſianers indeed were directed not to ſurvey 

or difpoſe of any of the lands inhabited ot elaimed by the Cha- 
raibes, until they ſhould receive further inſtructions from the 
crown; but as it was imipoſlible. to aſcertain how far the claims 


of thaſe people extended, the ſurvey alone was poſtponed, and 


che ſales were fuffered toi procred, to the amount that I have 


mentioned; no doubt being entertained by the ſeveral purcha- 


| ers, (that the Britiſh Government would ratify the acts of its 
 cemmithioners, and put them inta poſſeſſion of the lands which 


they bad bought, without any regard to the claims of the Cha- 
raibes of either rate; which . | 


„ 
2 
24044 


(44 as 
By what arts korean the Britiſh —— was in- 


duced to give its ſunction and ſupport to the meaſures which 
followed, it is now uſeleſs to enquire; but poſterity will learn 
with indignation, that the fales and: allouments I have mea». 


12 3.2 14 FH 


fillings for pyary x a pod the principal conditions of file were thele, | 
« that every purchaſer ſhould pay down, twenty per cent. of the whole putchaſe mo- 
ney, together with ſix pence ſterling pet acte, for the expence of furveying the land, 
and that the remainder of the purchaſe money ſhould be ſecured by bonds; to be 
paid by equal inſtalments in the ſpace of five years next after the date of the grant. 
That each purchaſer ſhould keep on the lands fo by him purchaſed, one white 
man, or two white women, for every hundred acres of land, as it became cleared, 
for the purpoſe of cultivating the fame ; or in default thereof, or non-payment of 

the remainder of the purchaſe money, the lands were to be forfeited to the crown. 


Some of the lands ſold hon ro e per acre. 


r 
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of which, it became the avowed intention of government to 
exterminate thoſe miſerable people altogether, or, by conveying as the 
them to @ barren iſland on the coaſt of Africa, conſign them 

over to lingering deſtruction. By repeated proteſts and repre- EF, 
ſentations from the military officers employed in this diſgraceful e 
buſineſs, and the dread. of parliamentary enquiry, adminiſtra- 
tion at length thought proper to defiſt; and the Charaibes, after 
furrendering part of their lands, were permitted to enjoy the re- 
ainder eee and . 
Hour. n 1 18 I das hos: 1 gms L071 
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FFF 1619 Is nabe io 333% 
on the 5 Samos st. Vincent.s ſhared tha: common 
fate of moſt of the Britiſh Weſt Indian paſliſſions, in chat un- 
fortunate war with America, which ſwallowed up all the . 

ſources of the nation, being captured by a ſmall body of troops 85 
commanded by a Lieutenant in the French navy. The Black 
Charaibes however, as might have been cxpeRted, immediately 
joined the enemy, and there is no doubt that the terror which 
| ſized the Britiſh inhabitants, from an apprehenſion that theſe 
people would proceed to the moſt bloody enormities,: contributed 
to the very eaſy victory which was obtained by the invaders ; for 
the Iſland ſurrendered without a ſtruggle. The terms of capi - 
tulation were favourable, and the Iſland was reſtored to the do- 
minion of Great Britain by the general pacification- of 1983. 
It contained at that time ſixty- one ſugar eftates, five hundred 
_ acres in coffee, two hundred acres in cacao, four hundred in 


* indigo, and five hundred in tabaces, beſides 
3F 2 land 
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8 o. o x amends the raiſing ee ſuch as plantains, 

aus, maize," 869 All theireſt of the country,” excepting the 

few. ſpots that had been @leartd from time to time by the Cha- 

| raibes, retained its tative Foods, and moſt of it. Believe, con- 

tinues ö in the ſame ſtate to the am Dee l 

87. — s eee By.boo's acres; ki are 

"a eeuyety Where well watered>'bat the country is very generally 

mountainous and rugged; the intermediate vallies, however, 

are fertile in a high degree, the ſoil conſiſting chiefly of a fine 

mold, compoſed of ſand and clay, well adapted for ſugar. The 

extent of country at preſent poſſeſſed by Britiſh; ſubjects is 

23, 605 acres, and about as much more is ſuppoſed to be 

held by the Charaibes. All the remainder is Vt to be in- 

e ee mn a 
13-10 od tems ; Aid uc ten wt jo 24: 11 
Tun — ah, Bricidh-tettitory within it, i is di- 
vided into five patiſhes; of which only one was provided with 

2 church, and that was blown down in the hurricane of 1980! 
whether” it is rebuilt I am not informed. There is one town, 

called Kingſton, the capital of the Iſland, and the ſeat of its 
government, and three villages that bear the name of towns, 

but: they are it inconſiderable hamlets, — each of a few Ti 
warts | | 1 wer 4” 


i: 
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IN the fame: af its — od * n of 
executive juſtice, St. Vincent ſeems to differ in no reſpect from 
Grenada. The council conſiſt of twelve members, the aſſem- 
bly of ſeventeen. The Governor's falary is two thouſand 


pounds 


f 
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pounds fete. bas half of which i is raided within the Inand. 


wie tal xk abu bal on nates are Bri- 
tain. Li; 
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corps raiſed in the country hut provided for, with the former, 
on the Britiſh eſtabliſhment, and receiving no additional pay 
from the Iſland. The militia confiſts of two 9 of 
foot, * without pay of a kind. 


* 


OY 


Tux number wy inhabitants appars, 1 the FF datum to 
Government, to be one thouſand fous hundred and fifty Whites, | 
and eleven „ hundred and fifty-three Negroee- 


Or the bout df t pech I dee ws ide" „ 
ſhewing the returns, than from the Inſpector Geheral's account 
of the exports fig: this Iſland for 1787, a table of which, as. 
in the caſe of the other Iſlands, is ſubjoined. - In this table, 
however, I conceive is com prehended the produce of the ſe- 
veral Iſlands dependant on the St. Vincent Goverament, viz. 
| Bequia, containing 3,700 acres; Union, containing 2,150 acres; 
Canouane, containing 1,777 acres ; and Muſtique, containing 
about t, 200 acres {c } ; the Negroes employed in the cultiva- 
tion of theſe Hlands (in number about 1,400) being, I be- 
lieve, included in the 11,853 before mentioned. 


T 


(c) There are likewiſe the little Iflots of Petit Martinique, Pix Se Vincent, 
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try, and a con of artillery, ſent from England; and a black 
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THE Iſland of Dominica was fo named by Chriftopher Co- CH A P. 
lumbus, from the circumſtance of its being diſcovered by him III. 
on a Sunday fd. My account of it will be very brief, for its civil 9 
hiſtory, like that of St. Vincent, is a mere blank previous to the 
year 1759, when by conqueſt it felt under the dominion of 
Great Britain, and was afterwards confirmed to the Britiſh 
1 peace concluded at Paris in February 


| NoTwW1THSTANDING that D EY until that time, 
Nee 
France had eſtabliſhed coffee plantations, and other ſettlements, 
in various parts of the country; and it reflects honour on the 
Britifh adminiſtration, that theſe people were ſecured in their poſ- 
ſeſnons, on condition of taking the oaths of allegiance to his Bri- 
tannic Mg and paying a mall quit-rent{e). The reſt of the 
cultivable 
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= 9 renewable at the expiration thereof, with conditions in every leaſe, that the poſ- 
| ſeſſor, his heirs or afligns, ſhould pay to his Majeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſors, the ſum — 2 
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B OO cultivable lands were ondeead to be fold on the ſame condi- 


III. 
* 


e 
n 36 bs emangen. 5 


liberal conduct of the Britiſh, government towards e . 


tions as thoſe of St. Vincent, by commiſſioners nominated for 
that purpoſe, and no ſeſs than 96,344 acres (comprehending 
one half of the iſland) were accordingly diſpoſed of by auction, 
in allotments from fifty to one hundred acres, yielding the ſum 
of & 312,092. 115. 14. ſterling money _ -.-: 


"= does not however appear that the "putchaſcs thus nada by 


' Britiſh ſubjects have anſwered the expectation of the buyers; for 


the French inhabitants of Dominica are ſtill more numerous than 
the En glich, and poſſeſs the moſt valuable coffee plantations in 


- the Ifland, the produce of which has hitherto been found its 


moſt unportant ſtaple. They differ but little, in manners, cuſ- 


toms, and religion, from the inhabitants of the other French 


Iſlands i in the Weſt Indies, and their prieſts have been hitherto. 
appointed by ſuperiors in Martinico; to the government of 


1 3 lain ele ans 4 me to 1 


„ ee ac fear of land, of which the leaſe thould. 
_ conſiſt.” And further, that they ſhould not ſell or diſpoſe of their lands, without the 


conſent or appro er the governor, or commander in chief of that Iſland, for 
the time being.” This indulgence however did not extend to more than three hun- 
dred acres of land occupied by each French ſubject. 


Y No perſon was allowed to purchaſe, either in his own name or in the name 
of others mah alalancans hebook 
hundred acres if in St. Vincent. | 
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ple, 
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n Great Britain and her Colonies in North America, the 
iſland of Dominica was in a fituation. The port of 
was reſorted to by trading veſſels from moſt parts of the foreign 
+ Weſt Indies, as well as from America. The French and 
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Spaniards purchaſed great numbers of Negroes there for the 


ſupply. of their ſettlements, together with vaſt quantities of 


the merchandize and manufactures of Great Britain; payment 
for all which was made chiefly in bullion, indigo, and cotton, 
and completed in U 


the ur . 
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Tuns the idand, though in iter ctrtainly. not: -Geetle! ts 


ſome others of lefs extent in its neighbourhood, was becoming 
very rapidly a colony of conſiderable importance; but nnfortu- 
„ . e eee ee 


3 83 with which all the 


n were directed towards, and 


applied in, the ſubjugation of America, the utter diſregard which 


(g) Roſeau is till a free-port, but the reſtriftions and regulations of the late 


act are ſo rigid, that foreigners have no encouragement to reſort to it, and, fincs 


ſome late ſeizures, conſider the law as a ſnare to invite them to ruin. 


Vor. I. 3 G was 
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ple, after they became adopted ſubjects, did not met with that CH AP. 
_ grateful return from them, which, for the general intereſts of . 
— . . 


40 5 HISTORY OF THE 


BOOK n, manifeſted by the then adminiſtration towards the ſecurity 
I. of this and the other Bri ritiſh iſlands in the Weſt Indies, may 
— perhaps be matter of ſurpriſe; but it will hereaſter be 
ſcarcely believed, that the whole regular force allotted, during 

the height of the war, for the protection of Dominica, conſiſted 

of fix officers and ninety- four privates! This ſhameful neglect 

' was the more remarkable, as this iſland, from its local ſituation, 
between Martinico and Guadaloupe, is the beſt calculated of all 
the poſſeſſions of Great-Britain in that part of the world, for 
| ſecuring to her the dominion of the Charribbean ſea. ' A few 
ſhips of war ſtationed at Prince Rupert's Bay, would effectually 

ſtop all intercourſe of the French ſettlements with each other, 
us not a veſſel can paſs, but is liable to capture by ſhips cruiz- 

ing off that bay, and to windward of the land. — 
was diſcovered when it was too late. SET ED Et 


Ir is probable that this, ad his ar inces 
1 have recounted, namely, the growing proſperity of the W 
and the criminal inattention of the Britiſh Miniſtry towards its 
fecurity, had already attracted the vigilant rapaciouſneſs of the 
French government; but it is aſſerted, that many of the inha- 

bitants within the colony, who had formerly been ſubjects of 
France, ſcru pled not, on the firſt intimation of hoſtilities having 
been commenced in Europe, in the year 1778, to invite an at- 
tack from Martinico. Proof of this may not perhaps eafily be 
made, but it is certain that their ſubſequent . gave too 
much cauſe for ſuch a ſuſpicion. 


Ox Monday, the 7th of September, in n that year, a uk 


. 


. defenſible, that it was ſuppoſed a few hundred men, well 
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. — of 4 A forty- gun ſhip, three frigates, and C H A p. 


about thirty ſail of armed ſloops and ſchooners, having on board 
upwards of two thouſand. regular troops, and a lawleſs banditti 
of volunteers, about half that number, appeared off the iſland, 
under the command of the Marquis de Bouille, governor of 
| Martinico, and general of the French Windward Weſt-Indian 
Iſlands. Part of the troops having ſoon afterwards landed 
without oppoſition, the enemy proceeded to the attack of Fort 
Caſhacrou, the chief defence of the iſland, and in which a de- 
tachment of the regulars was ſtationed. This fort was built on 


a rock, about three hundred feet in perpendicular height, ſur- 
rounded on three ſides by the ſea; and was: conſidered b very 


| ded, would maintain it againſt as many thouſands. Great there- 
fore was the aſtoniſhment of the Engliſh in the town of 
Roſeau, in perceiving, by the French colours flying on it, that 
this fort had furrendered without reſiſtance; but, ſtrange as it 
may ſeem, the caſe appeared afterwards to be, that ſome of the 
Preach inhabitants had infinuated themſelves into the fort a 
few nights before, and having intoxicated with liquor the few 
ſoldiers that were there on duty, had contrived to ſpike up the 
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 HavinG thus made themſelves maſters of Fort Caſhacrou, 
the enemy landed their whole force about noon, and began their 
march for the town, which was defended by Fort Melville, and 
three other batteries ; but unfortunately theſe batteries were ill 
provided, and worſe manned. The whole number of the 
militia did not exceed one hundred; for but few of the French 


30 22 inhabitants 
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his ſide. 


| numbers ; for about two thouſand of the French haying 


laſt circumſtance determined the fate of the iſland. The bravery 
af the inhobitaate, however, obtained for them very bonourable 


4 
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mhabitants thought proper to aſſemble, ad of thoſe that made 
their appearance, many withdrew themſelves again, 3 
more {cen until after the iſland had ſurrendered. 


Tur anal force however that was a collate, wing with 


| that ſpirit and gallantry, which give room to lament that they were 


not better ſupported, Three times was the enemy driven out of 


Fort Loubiere, of which they had poſſeſſed themſelves in their 


ä —— 2 yr na 
thereon ſhot away. Their commiſſary general, and upwards 
of forty. of thair- Gibliorr, were killed, and de Bouille him- 
. 1 HM W 


ow 8 


thortly after gained poſſeſfion of the heights above Roſeau, this 


Beſides being permitted to march out 


Sh with all ; honours, they were allowed to retain their 


civil nee and the free exerciſe of their religion, laws, 
cuſtoms, and ordinances; to preſerve the adminiſtration of *. 
tice in the fame perſons, in whom it was then veſted 750, and 


to 2 Poſſeſſions, of what nature ſoever, unmoleſted; 


(4b) k was Gipulated that the members of the council ſhould conſtitute a 
court of chancery, the powers of which were veſted folely in the governor before 


the furrender, 


a pri- 


* 


long-ſufſering and 


| of military execution, and he commanded the centinels to thoot 


the bay, attempting to go on board his own veſſel after that 
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1 Luong was exprefly extended to abſent us well c H AP. 


Dx Bovitts high thus em 15 enen departed 
for Martinico; leaving the' Marquis Duchillean commander in 


chief of Dominica, - whoſe conduct, during four years that he EE 
continued in the iſland, is faid to have been ſo wantonly oppreſ- | 
five and tyrannical, that we are left to wonder at the patient 
| de en pores rar 
*. in rn to n for half the time. 
was th dium the Egli inhabitants, and 
diſtribute bs a th” Tunaway' Negroes, with whom 
he actually entered into an | engagenient for ther affiftance, if 
wanted. He iffued a proclamation, * forbidding the Engliſ to 
— te "has tie fn pee; under the penalty 


2 * 


them if they paſſed in greater numbers. He ordered that no 
lights ſhould be ſeen in their houſes after nine o'clock at night, 
and that no Engliſh perſon ſhould preſume to walk the ſtreets 


after that hour, without a candle and lanthorn. Mr. Robert 


hour, was ſhot dead in the attempt, and the centinel who killed 
him was raiſed to a higher ſtation in his regiment for having 
thus * the | ru expreſſed 10 done vis duty. : 


80 very apprehenſive was this governor that the Englim in- 


| habitants were forming deſigns to retake the iſland, that every 
8 letter 
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letter. of theirs was opened for his inſpeRtion beſore it was deli 


, vered. And, deeming this meaſure inſufficient to furniſh him 
with the knowledge of their private tranſactions, he adopted 


the practice of going himſelf in diſguiſe, or employing others 


who better knew the Engliſh language, in order to liſten at 
their doors and windows in the night-time, to the converſation 
which paſſed 1 in domeſtic intercourſe. : - 0 575 F ward 
BG cara ago og to * of Roſeau, in in 
caſe the Iſland ſhould be attacked, and, though this was never 


attempted by the Engliſh forces, yet that town was ſet fire to by 
the French ſoldiers, who, there is every reaſon to ſuppoſe, did it 


by the governor's private orders. This ſuppoſition was ſtrongly 
corroborated by his behaviour on the night of that melancholy 
event, at which he himſelf was preſent the beſt part of the 
time, like another Nero ſeemingly diverted with the ſcene, and 
would not allow. his ſoldiers to aſſiſt in extinguiſhing the flames 
(fave only in houſes that belonged to the French mana 


but percmittted them to pillage the ſufferers. | 


Tars fire happened the evening of Eaſter Sunday, 21 I, , by 
which upwards of five hundred houſes were conſumed i in a few 
hours; and a vaſt quantity of rich merchandize and effects. 
deſtroyed, to the value of two hundred thouſand pounds 


ſterling. | 


Wur LE the 8 inhabitants were thus groaning under 
domeſtic deſpotiſm, they had no reſources from without. Their 


trade was entirely. cut off, infornuch, that durin g five years and 
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| thiree months, the time that the iſland of Dominica was i jo CHAP. 
ſeſſion of the French, iti was reſorted to by no veſſels from III. 
Old France, nor was any of its produce exported to that king 
dom; but part of it was ſent in neutral bottoms to the Dutch 
Iſland of St. Euſtatius, before its capture by Admiral Rodney; 
and from thence it was exported to England, under the moſt 
W . 
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rin FR uf 5 —— ſent in Dutch veſſels, 
which were engaged for the purpoſe in England, to Rotterdam 
and after the breaking out of the war with the Dutch, the pro- | 
duce of Dominica was ſent. under imperial colours to Oftend, 
where the En from fi de 1 e th _— 


Tart accumulated diftiefitis endled in the abfclute: ruin uin of 
nigay-bf the planters, and we are aſſured, on good authority, that 
no leſs than thirty ſugar plantations were, in conſequence thereof} 
thrown up and abandoned by the proprietors. At Uagch how 
ever the day of deliverance arrived; fer, in the month of 
January 1783, Dominica was reſtored to the government of 
England. The joy which, on this event, animated the boſom 
and enlightened the countenance of every man, whom painfuFex- 
| perience, under an arbitrary government, had taught to ſet a right 
value on the Britiſh conſtitution, may be conceived, but cannot be 
deſcribed. The inhabitants were now reſtored to the full enjoy- 
ment of their former privileges, under a civil eſtabliſhment, fimi- 
hr to thoſe of the other Britiſh colonies in the Weſt Indies, 
which being hereafter to be deſcribedat length, it is unneceſſary 

to 
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BOOK to enlarge upon in this place, except to obſerve, that the legiſta- 
R = , tive authority of this iſland: is veſted in the commander in chief, 


a council of twelve gentlembo, and in affembly of nineteen mem- 
bers i). The few obſervations therefore which follow,” con- 


_cerning its preſent Rate and — oof 
8 el dt eie SETS 


+. 


Dominica contains bh en acres of land; and is "Gvided 
into ten pariſhes. The town of Roſeau is at preſent the capi- 
tal of the ifland, and is ſituated in the pariſh of St. George, 
being about ſeven leagves from Prince Rupert's bay. It is on 
a point of land on the 8. W. fide of the iſland, which 


forms two bays, viz. 'Woodbridge's bay to the * and 
 Charlotte-ville wy to the fouthward. 5 


Ros Au is about half a mile in length, from Charlotte- 
ville to Roſeau river, and, moſtly two furlongs in breadth, but 
leſs in ſome parts, being of a very irregular figure. It contains 
not more than five hundred houſes, excluſive of the cottages 
occupied by negroes. Before its capture 50 * PR 6 con- 
tained u ee 1 one 2 2 . 
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Tul Inand is 8 dhe intents aac: REY 
reckoned fixteen miles in breadth. It contains many high and 


rugged mountains, interſperſed with fine vallies, and in general 
* Wr fertile. Several of the mountains contain 
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num, excluſive of his fees of office. | 
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2 volcanoes, Which frequently diſcharge vaſt; CHAP. 
ee -n e IP theſe mou ao, ih. 

iſſue ſprings of hot water, ſome of which are ſuppoſed to poſe. 
ſeſs great virtue in the caſe. of tropical rs. In ſome. 
„„ 
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e eee arbiudt ors in 
1 de asg . of R 
ws rivers in the Ifland, befides a great number of rivulets.. 
The ſoil, in moſt of the interior country, is a light brown= 
coloured mould, and appears to have been waſhed. from the 1 
mountains. 'Epirds the Sagen. and in many of the yallies,. 
it is a deep, black, and rich native earth, and ſeems. well 
adapted to the cultivation of all the articles of Weſt Indian. 
produce. The under firatum is in ſome parts a yellow or 


brick clay, in others a Riff. terrace, but it is * 
1 * ſtony. 
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bann ee detec ho. ; Ds ? 
a very ſmall proportion of the. whole; there not being more than 

fifty ſugar plantations at preſent in cultivation, and it is com 

puted, that on an average, one year with another, thoſe fifty 
Plantations do not produce annually more than three thouſand: 


(A) In the woods of Dominica are innumerable ſwarms of bees, which hive i im 
che trees, and produce great quantities of wax. and honey, both of which are =_ 
equal in goodneſs to any in Europe. It is preciſely the ſame ſpecies of bee as in. = 
Fav ci hath been tranſported thither ; the native bee of the Weſt In- wn 


dies being a ſmaller ſpecies, ** nn. its 
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„oer hogſheads of ſugar. This is certainly a very ſmall quantity af 
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III. — that article for ſuck ah exteriſive Iſland, or even for the number, 


tion of cacao, indigo, and ginger; but I believe that: moſt 


ages, appear, by the laſt returns to government, in 1788, to be 
12363 of free negroes, &c. 445, and of ſlaves 14,967. There 
are alſo from twenty to thirty families of the ancient natives, 
or Charaibes, properly ſo called. They are a very quiet, inof- 
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ſomewhat more than two hundred coffee plantations in Domi- 


nia, which in err have nen * * 
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of theſe articles, as well as of the cotton, which are com- 
prehended in the exports, are obtained from the dominions of 


foreign ſtates in South America, and t into this iſland 
under the free-port la,. 2221. Ui! - 21911 - 11 81S 101 2 


PF 


Tur — of white inhabitants, of all deſcriptions and 


fenſive people, ſpeak a language of their own, and a little 
French, but none of them underſtand W (1). 


Sven 


(1) Alate writergives the following account of 4 . 50 « They ae of's 
clear copper colour, have long, ſleek, black hair : their perſons are ſhort, flout, 
and well made, but they disfigure their faces by fattening their foreheads in in- 


fancy. They live chiefly by fiſhing in the rivers and the ſea, or by fowling in 


5 the woods, in both which 1 and arrows with wonder- 


ful 
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CHAP. Iv. 

Leeward Charaibbean Groctnment, comprehending St. 
Chriſtopher's, Nevis, Antigua, Montſerrat, and the Virgin 
hands —Cioil Hiftory and Geographical Deſcription of each. 
Table of Exports from each Iſland for 1787; and an 
- Account. - of | the Maney . arifing | from the Duty * of Fur 
and a Half per Cent. Obſervations concerning the Decline. 1 
of theſe lands, 
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Rar Goren iſlands, fince the year 1672, have cb CHAP. 
_ Kitiited o ne diſtinet government; 1 Wi governor being, IV. .. 
f eee the Leeward Gee fs 

e each ccrathoally, but his chief feat of refine b A. 
tigua; the government of each i nd, in the abſence of the 
governor-general, being uſually adminiſtered by a Heutenant- 
governor, whoſe' authority is limited to that pi ; 

nh and where no licutenant-govetnior is appointed, the preſident o 

cor I ſhall treat of them ſeparate- 


XZ 


the council takes the c 


ly, and afterwards combine, in a conciſe ſummary, thoſe circum- 
ſtances which are common to them all. 
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 TpzrKcivit hiſtory will be ſhort; for in this part of my 
jet I -have' but little to ald to the recital of Oldmixon, and 


other writers, who have preceded me; and where novelty is 
wanting, brevity is indiſpenſibly requilite, ; 


SECTION 


e conclude their Hiftory. * — 
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SzcTION I, 


ST, Wen PHER's, 


- 


» "IF. } 


BOOK THE iſland of St. Chriſtopher. was called a by is en 
III. 8p offeſl „n iammga, Fertile Iſland 
It was diſcovered in November, 1493. * Columbus himſelf, 


who was ſo pleaſed with its appearance, that he honoured it with 
his own Chriſtian name. But it was neither planted nor poſ- 
ſeſſed by the Spaniards. It was, however (notwithſtanding that 
the general opinion aſcribes the honour of ſeniority to Barba 
does, ) the eldeſt of all the Britiſh territories in the Weſt Ipdics, 
and, in truth, the common mother, both of the Engliſh and 
French ſettlement: in the Charaibbcan iſlands; The fact, as ro- 
lated by an hiſtorian {a}. to whoſe induſtry and knowledge I 
have been fo largely indebted in 2 St. Wm was. 


wh Hos North, r was Mr. — 4 
Warner, who making an acquaintance there with Captain 
Thomas Painton, a very experienced ſeaman, the latter ſug- 
geſted how much eaſier it would be to fix, and preſerve in good 
order, a colony in one of the ſmall iſlands, deſpiſed and deſerted: 
by the Spaniards ; than on that vaſt country, the. . 


(a) Dr. Campbell. 


* 


where, 


WEST 1N DIES. 


4 


eee all chinge were fall CHAP; 


into confuſion ; and he particularly pointed out for that purpoſe 
the iſland of St; Chriſtopher. This gentleman dying, Mr. 


Warner returned to England in 1620, reſdl ved to put his friend's 


project in execution. He accordingly aſſociated himſelf with 
fourteen other perſons, and wich them took his paſſage on 
board a ſhip bound to Virginia. From thence he and his cor 
panions failed from St. Chriſtopher's, where they arrived in 
January 162 3, and by the month of September following had 
miſed a good crop' of tobacco, which they propoſed to make 

their ſtaple commodity.” It has been ſhewn in a former 

chapter, that the ft «cual eſtabliſhment i in Barbado 
phoende timer ent 16h4s 


fairs of the Weſt Indies, it is allerted that a party of the Fret 


Mr. Warner landed on the other ; but the trath is, that the 
firſt landing of Warner and his aſſociates, happened two years 


before the arrival of D*Eſnambuc; who, it is admitted by Du 
Tertre, did not leave France until 1625. Unfortunately, the 
Engliſh ſettlers, in the latter end of 1624; had their plantations 


demoliſhed by a dreadful hurricane, which put a ſudden ſtop to 
their progreſs. In conſequenee of this calamity, Mr. Warner 
returned to England to implore ſuccour ; and it was on that 
occaſion that he ſought and obtained the potrerful patronige 
and ſupport of James Hay, Earl of Carliſle. - This nobleman 
cauſed a ſhip to be fitted out, laden with all kinds of neceſ- 


s, ol 


under the command of a perſon of the name of D'Eſnambue, 
took pofſeffion of one part of this Iſland, on the ſame day that 


\ 


| * 
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Warner himſelf did not return to St. Chriſtopher's until the 


the ſame day. This latter was the captain of a French pri- 


after loſing ſeveral of his men, to ſeek refuge in theſe iſlands. 
He brought with him to St. Chriſtopher's about thirty hardy 

veterans, and they were cordially received by the Engliſh, who 
appear at this time to have been under ſome apprehenſions of 


| liberally ſupplied with ph Wa ; but having hired ca thein 
lands, the conſciouſneſs of deſerving retaliation made the planters 
apprehenſive of an attack, when probably none was intended. 
Du Tertre relates, that the F rench and Engliſh receiving infor- 


Charaibes by night, and, having murdered in cold hlood from 
one hundred to one hundred and twenty of the ſtouteſt, drove 


| hiſtorian, they made concubines and ſlaves. Such is the ac- 
count of a contemporary author, Pere Du 'Tertre, who relates 


\ 


HISTORY OF. THE 


Gries. It was called the Hopewell; and arrived at St. Chriſto- 
pher's on the 18th of May 1624; and thus he certainly pre- 
ſerved a ſettlement, which had otherwiſe died in its. infancy. 


year following. He was then accompanied by a large body. of 
recruits, and D Eſnambuc arrived about the ſame time; perhaps 


vateer; and, having in an engagement with a Spaniſh galleon of 
ſuperior ſtrength, been very roughly handled, he was obliged, 


the Charaibes. Hitherto Warner's firſt Yagi had lived on 


mation of a projected revolt, concurred in a ſcheme for ſeizing 
the conſpirators beforehand. Accordingly they fell on the 


all the reſt from the iſland, except ſuch of the women as 
were young and handſome, of whom, fays the reverend 


theſe tranſactions with perfect compoſure, as founded on com- 
mon ufage, and not unwarrantable in their nature. He adds, 


WEST INDIE S. 


that ſuch of the Charaibes as eſcaped the maſſacre, having given 
the alarm to their countrymen in the neighbouring iſlands, a 
| large body of them returned ſoon afterwards, breathing revenge: 
and now the conflict became ſerious. The Europeans however, 
more from the ſuperiority of. their weapons, than of their 
valour, became conquerors in the end; but their triumph was 
dearly purchaſed; one le their n nn * 
wo dead on the gall, of battle. | 


Arn this a which Du Tete celle a 2 n 
the r to r this and ſome 
N rhood, and to have retired 
X rd The tuo leaders Warner and Deſnambue, about 
the fame time, found it neceſſary to return to Europe for the 
purpoſe of ſoliciting fuccour from their reſpective nations; and 
bringing with them the name of conquerors, they ſeverally met 
with all poſſible enco nt. Warner was knighted by his . 
ſovereign, and. through the intereſt of his noble patron ſent bagk 
as governor in 1626 with four hundred new recruits, amply ſup- 
plied with neceſſaries of all kinds; while Deſnamboc, under the 2 
patronage of Richlieu (the miniſter of France) projected the 
eſtabliſhment of an excluſive company for trading to this and 
fame of the other iſlands. That miniſter concurred with 
Deſnambuc in opinion, that ſuch an inſtitution was beſt adapted 
mi purpoſes: of commerce and colonization;—an + erroneous 
concluſion, which Deſnambuc himſelf had ſoon abundant occa- * 
fion to lament ; for the French in general either miſunderſtood 
or diſapproved the project. Subſcriptions came in reluctantly, 
and the ſhips which the new company fitted out on this occa- 
ſion, were ſo wretchedly ſupplied with proviſions and neceſſaries, 
Vor. I. 25 3 1 that 


| 426 
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+: 


Du Tertre relates, we have but little cauſe to lament over the 
miſeries which befel them. The mind exults in the chaſtiſe- 


criminal as the odjectg of puniſhment. 


HISTORY OF THE 
that of five hundred and thirty-two recruits, who failed from 
France with Deſnambue, in February 1627, the greater part 
PF 


Tn Engliſh received the furvivors with e and kind- 


neſs; and for preventing conteſts in future about their re- 
ſpective limits, the commanders of each nation agreed to divide 
the whole iſland pretty equally between their followers. A 


treaty of partition for this purpoſe was reduced to writing, and 


 figned, with many formalities, on the third of May 1627: it 
comprehended alfo-a league defenſive and offenſive; but this 


alliance proved of little avail againſt the Spanith i invaſion in 
1629, the circumftances whereof I have elſewhere related. Yet 
ſurely, unjuſtifiable as that attack may be deemed, if the con- 
duct of the new ſettlers towards the Charaibes was ſuch as 


ment of cruelty, even when the inſtruments of * are as 


Ir may now be thought that thoſe of the two nations who 
furvived ſo deſtructive a ſtorm, had learnt moderation and for- 
bearance in the ſchool of adverſity; and indeed for ſome years 


they appear to have lived on terms of good neighbourhood with 


each other; but at length national rivalry and hereditary ani- 
moſity were allowed their full influence, inſomuch that, for half 


a century afterwards, this little iſland exhibited a diſguſtful ſcene 
of internal contention, violence and bloodſhed. It is impoffible 


5 at this time to pronounce with certainty, whether the French or 
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nation would lay the blame on the other. We are told that in the 

firſt Dutch war, in the reign of Charles II. the French king 
declaring for the United States, his ſuhjects in St, Chriſtopher's, 
difdaining an inglorious neutrality; attacked the Engliſh Planters, 
and drove them out of their poſſeſſions; which were afterwards, 
by the treaty of Breda, reſtored to them. In 168g, in conſe- 
quence of the revolution which had taken place in England 
the preceding year, the French Planters in this iſland, declaring 
2 in the intereſts of the abdicated monarch, attacked 
and expelled their Englich neighbours a ſecond time, laying 

waſte their plantations, and committing ſuch outrages as are 
_ unjuſtifiable among civilized nations, even in a time of open 
and ayowed hoſtility. Their conduct on this occaſion was 


the Engliſh were the 5 It.is probable that each CHAP. 


deemed fo cruel: and treacherous, that it was aſſigned by King 


William and Queen Mary among the cauſes which induced 
them to declare war againſt the French nation. Even fortune 
| herſelf, inclining at length to the fide of juſtice, from hencefor- 
ward deſerted them ; for, after they had continued about eight 
months ſole maſters of the iſland, the Engliſh under the com- 
mand of general Codrington, returning in great force, not only 
compelled the French inhabitants to ſurrender, but actually 
cranſported eighteen hundred of them to Martinico and Hiſ- 
paniola. It is true that reparation was ſtipulated to be made 
them by the treaty of Ryſwick in 1697; but war again break- 
ing out between the two nations in 1702, the French planters 
derived but little advantage from that clauſe in their favour. 
They had however, in 1705, the gloomy ſatisfaction to be- 
hold many of the Engliſh poſſeſſions again laid waſte by a 
1 French 
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, French armament, which committed ſuch ravages that the 
3 FI ITY Ut. : Bri tiſh Parliament found it neceſſary to diſtribute the ſum of | 
L. 10g, ooo among the ſufferers, to enable them to re- ſettle their 
plantations. Happily, this was the laſt exertion of national 
1 enmity and civil diſcord within this little community; for at 
B the peace of Utrecht, the iſland was ceded wholly: to the 
| Englith, and the French poſſeſſions publicly fold for the benefit - 
2 of the Engliſh government. In 1733, £.80,000 of the money 
. | was appropriated as a marriage portion with the princeſs 
| Anne, who was betrothed to the Prince of Orange. Some 
EL few of the French 'planters, indeed, who conſented: to take 
— _ * were „ and bn e their 


| . sven was the origin and des of * Britiſh eſtablith- 

© . ment in the Ifland of St. Chriſtopher. ' The circumſtances 

which attended the French invaſion in the g of 1782; 

when a garriſon of leſs than ohe-thouſind effective men (in+ 

= -: cluding the militia) was attacked by eight thouſand of the beſt 

3 diſciplined troops of France, ſupported: by a fleet of thirty-two 

ſhips of war; the conſequent ſurrender of the iſland, after 

| a moſt vigorous and noble defence; and its reſtoration to 
Great Britain by the general peace of 1783, being within every 
perſon's recollection, need not be related at large in this work. 
T ſhall therefore conclude with the following particulars, which 


I preſume are ſomewhat leſs familiar to the general reader, and 
| their nnen. be depended on. 


| Sr. CuntsTopnrs lies in 17 North latitude; it is 
— who about 
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about — leagues in circuit, and contains 43-726 acres CHAP, - | 
of land, of which about 17,600 acres are appropriated to TV. 3 
the growth of ſugar, and 4000 to paſturage. As ſugar is 1 
the only commodity- of any account that is raiſed, except 
proviſions and a little cotton, it is probable, that nearly one 
half tiie whole iſland is unfit for cultivation. The interior 
part of the country conſiſts indeed of many. ragged pre- 
eipices, and barren mountains. Of theſe, the | loftieſt is 
| Mount-Miſery (evidently a decayed volcano) which riſes 
3-711 feet in perpendicular height from the ſea. Nature, 
however, has made abundant: amends for the ſterility of the 
mountains, by the fertility ſhe has beſtowed upon the plains; 
No part of the Weſt-Indies that I have ſeen poſſeſſes: even 
the fame ſpecies of ſoil - that is found in St. Chriſtopher's, lt 
is in general a dark grey loam, ſo light and porous as to : 7 5 
be penetrable by the ſlighteſt application of the hoe; and I con- e IA 
ceive it to be the production of ſubterraneous fires; the —_— .. - 
ferruginous pumice of naturaliſts, finely. incorporated with „ 
pure loam, or virgin mould. The. under ſtratum is gravel; , 
from eight to twelve inches deep. Clay is no 2 found, ex- 
cept at a conſiderable * in the mountains. . F418 4 


By what proceſs of nature-the foil which I have AT IE E 
1 becomes more- eſpecially ſuited to the production of ſugar than 5 8 1 
any other in the Weſt Indies, it is-neither within my province - 

or ability to explain. The circumſtance: however, is un- 

queſtionable. Canes, planted in particular ſpots, have been 
_ to yield 8000 Ibs. of Muſcovado ſugar from a fingle - 
One gentleman, in a favourable ne made 6 4000 Ibs. 
2 or - 


. 
SE 25; — BENS 


430 
BOOK or four hogſheads of ſixteen et. each, per acre, on an average 


of the land in ripe canes; but even this is a prodigious return, not 
_ equalled I imagine by any other ſugar country in any part of the 


towns and hamlets, viz. Baſſeterre (the preſent capital, as it 


_ after. 
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return of his whole crop. It is not however pretended, that 
the greateſt part, or even a very large proportion of the cane 
land, throughout the iſland, is equally productive. The general 


average produce for a ſeries of years is 16,000 hogſheads of ſix- 


teen cwt. which, as one-half only of the whole cane land, or 


8 ,500 acres, is annually cut (the remainder being in young canes) 


gives nearly two hogſheads of ſixteen cwt. per acre for the whole 


globe. In Jamaica, though ſome of the choiceſt lands may yield 


in favourable years two hogſheads of ſixteen. ewt. per acre; 


the cane land which is cut annually, taken —— does 


not *. above a fourth * as much. 


* 


ee e eee e e ei le 


ies are at a great expence for manure; that they never cut 
ratoon canes (%; and although there is no want in the country of 
ſprings and rivulets for the ſupport of the inhabitants, their plan- 
tations ſuffer much in dry 2 as the ſubſtratum does not 


lon g retain motſture. 


Tris iſland is divided into nine pariſhes, and contains four 


was formerly that of the French,) Sandy-Point, Old Road and 
Deep Bay. Of theſe, the two firſt are ports of entry, eſta- 
bliſhed by law. The fortifications conſiſt of Charles-Fort, and 
Brimſtone- Hill, both near Sandy Point; three batteries at Baſſe- 


(5) Ratoon canes are ſhoots from old roots, as will be fully explained here- 


terre, 


WEST INDIES. 


terre, one at . 


_ re ones "of no great — 
Tux p ee ne with oy 
other iNands, cots an honourable proviſion for the Governor 


General, is {.1200 currency per mum; which is ſettled on 


him by the aſſembly immediately on his arrival.. He has be- 
ble. NY | : 


| k 
\ | : X 


Eacx iſland within this government has a ſeparate council, 


and each of them an aſſembly, or houſe of repreſentatives, In 
St. Chriſtopher' s, the council ſhould conſiſt of ten members, 
but it is ſeldom that more than ſeven are preſent. The houſe of 


afſembly is compoſed of twenty-four repreſentatives, of whom 


fifteen. make a quorum. The requiſite qualification is a free- 


CF 5% 2 


alone. Attempts: have been made to join ſome of the council 
with him, as in Barbadoes ;. but hitherto without ſucceſs, the 
inhabitants chooſing rather to ſubmit to. the expence and delay” 
of following the chancellor to Antigua, than ſuffer the incon< 


whom it is probable, from their ſituation and connections, may be 


Intereſted in the event of every ſuit. that may come before: 


hold of forty acres of land, or a houſe worth forty. pounds 4 
year. Of the electors, . 


r of this, and the . iſlands i in ui FROM 2 N 
vernment, is chancellor by his office, and in St. Chriſtopher's fits . 


veniency of having on the chancery bench: judges, ſome of. 


In: 
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_ wherein juſtice is adminiſtered by a chief juſtice and four puiſne 
judges. The chief is appointed by the crown, the others by 
'the governor in the King's name, and they all hold their 
commiſſions during pleaſure. The office of chief judge is 
worth about C. 600 per annum. "This emoluments of * af 
ſiſtant judges are —. i | 


them troops of any kind. 


its ſurface, i ſuch that a garriſon of two thouſand clſeQive troops, 


HISTORY oF THE 


I this iſland, as in Jamaica, the juriſdiction of both the 
King's bench and common pleas, centers in one ſuperior court, 


— — *® 


az preſent number af white inhabitants is ; e at 


| $000, and taxes are levied on 26,000 negroes ; and there 
are about three hundred blacks and mulattoes of free con- 


— 


As in the other Britiſh iſlands in the neighbourhood, all * 


1 men from the age of ſixteen to ſixty are obliged to 
enliſt in the militia, and in this iſland they ſerve without pay. 


They form two regiments of foot, although the whole number | 


of effective men in each regiment ſeldom exceeds three hun- 
dred; but there is likewiſe a company of free blacks, and this, 


before the late war, conſtituted the whole of the military force 
within the iſland ; the Britiſh * refuſin : to | ſend 


” the * of ſuch conduct in . Britain, the reader 
will be able properly to judge, when he is told, that the natural 
ſtrength of this iſland, from the conformation and inequalities of 
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progeny d de ab nende cndtpeertfions would in all CHAP, 
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Wirs St. Chritiopher's furrendered ao the ind « 
Mae from which it eee eee 
of which I hall aon give lame avcount. 1 | 
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THIS beautiful lite "ary a than a Gaal 


mountain, riſing like 2 cone in an eaſy aſcent from the ſea; 


the circumference of its baſe not exceeding eight .Engliſh 
| feagues. It is believed that Columbus beſtowed on it the ap» 
pellation of Nieves, or The. Snows, from its reſemblance. to a 
mountain of the ſame name in Spain; but it is not an improba- 
ble conjecture, that in thoſe days a white ſmoke was ſeen to 
iſſue from the ſummit, which at a diſtance had a ſnow-like ap- 
pearance, and that it derived its name from thence. That the 
iſland was produced by ſome volcanic exploſion, i in ages long 
paſt, there can be no doubt; for there is a hollow, or crater; 
near the ſummit, till viſible, which contains a hot ſpring 
ſtrongly impregnated with ſulphur and ſulphur is fre- 
quently found in ſubſtance, in the neighbouring 2 and 
cavities of the earth. 
Vor. I. 
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| Tri country is well-watered-and-the land in general frdile, 8 
HI. a ſmall proportion towards the ſummit of the iſland excepted, 
OE wv which anſwers however for the growth of ground proviſions, 
| . ſuch as yams and other eſculent vegetables. The ſoil is ſtony ; 
the beſt is a looſe black mould, on a clay. In ſome places, the 
upper ſtratum is a ſtiff clay, which requires labour, but proper- - 
y divided and pulveriſed, repays the labour beſtowed upon it. 
The general produce of ſugar (its only ſtaple produQtion) is 
one hogſhead of fixteen cwt. per acre from all the canes that 
are annually cut, which being about 4000 acres, the return of 
the whole is an equal number of hogſheads, and this was the 
average fixed on by the French government in 1782, as a rule 
for regulating the taxes. As at St. Chriſtopher's the planters je 
ſeldom cut ratoon canes. 1 


4 
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TI. ;Nand, ſmall as it is, is divided into five pariſhes. | It 
contains a town called Charles-Town, the ſeat of government 
and a port of entry, and there are two other ſhipping places, 
called Indian-Caftle and New-Caſtle. The principal fortifica- 
tion is at Charles-Town, and is called Charles Fort. The com- 


mandant is appointed by the crown, but receives a ny | 
from the iſland. 


Tux government, in the ablence of the Governor- General, 
is adminiſtered by the prefident of the council. This board is 
compoſed of the preſident, and ſix other members. The houſe 


of aſſembly conſiſts of fiftcen 9 three for each 
pariſh. 
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| Tux adininiſtration of common law'is under the guidance of C HA. 
IV. 


— EE” 
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| Tax conſent nnd of white adi is Rated to me 


not to exceed fix hundred, while the negroes amount to about 


ten thouſand; a diſproportion which neceſſarily converts all ſuch 


white men as are not exempted by age and decrepitude, into 


2 well- regulated militia, among which there is a troop conſiſt- 
| ing of fifty horſe, well mounted and accoutred. I e 
on the Britiſh eren 1 have none. 


Tur Engliſh firſt eſtabliſhed diate in this i ifand in 6 


. year 1628, under the protection and encouragement of Sir 


Thomas Warner. Among the different claſſes of men, who 


ſought to improve their fortunes in St. Chriſtopher's s by the pa- 
tronage of that enterpriſing leader, it can hardly be preſumed, 


who ventured afterwards, many would complain, on their ar- 
rival, that the beſt lands were pre-occupied. Ta ſoften and 
temper ſuch diſcordancy and diſquiet, by giving full employ- 
ment to the turbulent and ſeditious, ſeems to have been one of 
the moſt important objects of Warner's policy. Motives of 
this nature induced him, without doubt, to plant a colony in 
Nevis at fo early a period; and the wiſdom and propriety of his 

firſt regulations-gave ſtrength and ſtability to the ſettlement. 
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chat every individual experienced the full gratification of his 
hopes and expectations. In all ſocieties, there are many who will 
mmm mee. Of the 


- companions of Warner's earlieſt voyages, it is probable that 
* would &t $00 hit © velae an their ſervices, and of thoſe 
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BOOK War Warner began wiſely, was happily completed by his 
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immediate ſucceſſor Mr. Lake, under whoſe adminiſtration Nevis 
roſe to opulence and importance. He was a wiſe man, 
ſays Du Tertre, and feared the Lord. Making this iſland 
the place of his reſidence, it it flouridhed beyond example. It is 
faid, that about the year 1640, it poſſeſſed four thouſand Whites: 
ſo powerfully are mankind invited by the advantages of a mild 
and equitable ſyſtem of government! Will the reader pardon 
me, if I obſerve at the ſame time, that few fituations- in life 
could have afforded greater felicity than that of ſuch a gover- 
nor. Living amidſt the beauties of an eternal ſpring, beneath 
_ a ſky ſerene and unclouded, and in a ſpot inexpreſſibly beautiful 
(for it is enlivencd by a variety of the moſt enchanting proſ- 
pets in the world, in the numerous iflands which ſurround 
it) but above all, happy in the reflection that he conciliated 
the differences, adminiſtered to the neceſſities, and augmented 
the comforts of thouſands of his fellow creatures, all of whom 
looked up to him as their common father and protector! Tf 
there be pure joy on earth, it muſt have exiſted in the boſom 
of ſuch a man; while he beheld the tribute of love, gratitude- 


and approbation towards him in every. countenance, and whoſe: 
heart at the fame time told him * | 


Ian ſorry that I muſt ** n e e 
tent picture, 1 in the account that Lam now to give of Antigua. 


* - p 1 — 8 Ky * 
8 Me þ * * * TY: 
* ow OI s 1 


1 22 
1 SERIE 


TICS Io * x 8 
+ 68 2 8 ©: 
* 8 r SEC 


- 


4 — 
Py 2 8 7 N 4 
b : — - - * ; 7 . 
* 4 * o , . g 1 
1 1 * - 
* — N £ - — 49 - 4 * 4 
£ 4 
- * = 
% N * of 7 þ * * 1 
4 4 | —— , * * * V 1 + * a + 4 { © a X os 
3 . 7 * : k 
q * * | - , * " f oe 1 * \ 8 ; b "> 
: > * ta o TEA. ry 9 . 4 ” 2 4351 
* 2 S 8 -4t . we 4 ns * : >. * 7 5 a * 4 — & 21 — ww 3: + SS *% " " _ 4 3 — 1 * * * =» 
% " I * 4 
* S ; : % 
, LAS Ji 1 TY | "SK + | 22 1 25 
:. 4 * FI hk. 4 3 14 * III. 4 4 r | $ 
1 3 82 0 T 1 0 4 * f . * 
1 1 ; +. "of 'F ; 5 ; 3 ys 4 n A J 
; « » w 4 1 « bh - 4 8 * _ G * . 4 * 7 oy : > , * mY 2 o _ d C 
* Y * — 
— ' q " 
. 8 2 4 — — 4 4 * 
- | . 8 I 8 
pay 
— ; 
- = = - - - 1 : * 4 - * . * ＋ 
1 ** * % c p " » » . _ - - Fi . gi». * 4 0 ' 7 " 2 ” * ; 
* 3 : + $. & + vP 4... 494 — - 4a << e* 0 4 : - 4 + > 1 4 - : 4 - f — of © WW x. . : 4 - P - 
& _ * 3 * % 


ANTIGUA is fititited” about twenty kägues to the cnar 
en of u. fs e and was diſcovered at the fame IV. 
| y Columbus himſelf, who named it, OT Tenge” 

in Seville; Sans Maria d Is Antigua. We are 
dinan Columbus, "thit an een een, was 


to an Magd that pong or rirulet”as 


- — 


Tuis inconvenience, without doubt; as it rendered tlie coun 


n to the Charaibes; We fe b thale . 
European adventurers i in the · neighbouring iſlands from attempft- 
ing a permanent eſtabliſiment in Antigua; but nature preſents 
few obſtaeles which -the avarice'or of civilized" man 


will not- 
fertile, and it was diſcovered that ciſterns 
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as 1632, a | few: Englith fa . 
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(4). The water thus preſerved is wonderfully light, pure, * ay 
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B * o K milies took up lands there, and began the cultivation of tobacco. 
Among theſe was a ſon of Sir Thomas Warner, whoſe de- 
— ſcendants till poſſeſs very conſiderable property in the iſland, 

one of them (Aſhton Warner, Eſquire) having been, in 1787, 
preſident of the council, and commander 1 
* the governor. 
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Bur it was chiefly to the enterpriſing ſpirit and extenſive 
vies of Colanel Codrington, of Barhadecs, that Antigua was in- 
- dehted for its growing proſperity. and. ſubſequent, opulence. 
_ . — gentleman removing to chis yiſland about the 8 
applied his knowledge in-ſugar-plantiog with ſuch gu of 
and ſucceſs, that others, animated by, his exa 
by his advice and encouragement, adventured in ** he 
of cultivation. Mr. Codrington was ſome years afterwards 
nominated captain general and commander in chief of all the 
leeward Charaibean iſlands, and, deriving from this appointment, 
the power of giving greater energy to his beneyolent purpoſes, 
had ſoon the happineſs of beholding the good effects of his hu- 
manity and wiſdom, in the flouriſhing condition of the ſeveral 
La under his gave: nment. 
T3444 30 113 Mn dine 401 51 
Tax proſperity. of 8 was 2 in its extenſive 
population; for when, in the year 1690, General Codrington 
commanded on the expedition againſt the French inhabitants 
of St. Chriſtopher's, as hath been related in the hiſtory of tha 
iſland, Antigua furniſhed towards | it no leſs than eight hamdred | 


effective men: a quota, which gives room to eſtimate the whole 
number of its white inhabitants at that time, at — of 
Hve thouſand. .4 
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Mx. Conax ron dying in 1698. eee in his _— e HA p. 
vernment by hs fon dun erben 2 faden n ebe W. 
tinguiſhed- for his attainments in polite literature; and wha, 
treading in the fame paths as his illuſtrious father, gave the 
of felicity. His adminiſtration, however, terminated at the end 
of fix years; for in 1704 he was ſuperſeded (I know not on what | 
account) by Sir William Mathews ; who dying ſoon after his 
arrival, the Queen was pleaſed to appoint to the government of 
this and the neighbouring iſlands, Daniel Park. Eſq. a inan 
whoſe tragical end having excited the attention of Europe, 
and furniſhed a leſſon for hiſtory to perpetuate, I ſhall be ek - 
cal: for ee end bis cone and: 
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Mu. Paxk was a native of Virginia, and was diſtinguiſhed 
for his exceſſes at a very early time of life. Having married a 
lady of fortune in America, his firſt exploit was to rob his wife 
of her money, and then deſert her. With this money he came 
to England, and obtained à return to Parliament; but groſs 
bribery being proved againſt him, he was expelled the houſe. 
His next adventure was to debauch the wife of a friend, for 
which being proſecuted, he quitted England, and made a cam-- 
| paign with the army in Flanders, where he had the fortune 

to attract the notice, and acquire the patronage, of the - JF 
Duke of Marlborough.—In 1704, he attended the Duke as one 
of his aides de camp, and as ſuch, on the event of the battle 
* Hochſtet. having been ent by his Grace to * with 


intelligence 
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BOOK intelligence- bf tha! importgit: Mb s-was rewirdad BY whie 
WH _ -Quern with a purſe of a thouſand guineas, and her picture 

nnerchiy ſet wich diamonds.” The year following, the govern - 
ment of the leeward Iſlands becoming vacant, Mr. Park, 
through the intereſt of his noble patron; "was appointed to nr 
ceed Sir * —— therein and _ n at nn 
IP — . N . 


, As he was a native WW \merica, 1 his 1 vith the 
Britiſh adminiſtration; was believed to be confiderable, the in- 
habitants of the Leeward Iſands, who were probably unac- 
quainted with his private character, received him with ſingular 
reſpect, and the aſſembly. of Antigua, even contrary to a royal 
inſtruction, added a thouſand pounds to his yearly income, in 
order, as it was expreſſed in the vote, to relieve him from 
the expence of houſe-rent; a proviſion which, I believe, has 


been continued ever ſince to his ſucceſſors in the n : 


4 


1 Tun return which Mr. Park thought. proper to ry for 
- this mark of their kindneſs, was an avowed and unreſtrained 


violation of all decency and principle. He feared neither God 
nor man; and it was ſoon obſeryed of him, as. it had formerly 
been of another deteſtable tyrant, har be ſpared no man in = 
anger, nor woman in his tuft. One of his firſt enormities was to 
debauch the wife of a Mr. Cheſter, who was factor to the royal 
TY African company, and the moſt conſiderable merchant in the 
1 illand. 2 that the r huſband might. meditate | 
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with him, by adding the crime — 4 
for Cheſter having about this time had the misfortune to kill 
a perſon by accident, his excellency, who had raiſed a common 
ſoldier to the office of provoſt-marſhal, brought him to a 
trial for his life; directing his inſtrument the provoſt-marſhal; 


not to obtain Cheſter's conviction; and the execution of this 
innocent and injured man would undoubtedly have followed, if 
the evidence in his favour had not proved too powerful to be 


2 | 1 


prove their title before himſelf and his council; a meaſure 


nnn 


Hz dechered ibit he would filler 10 cevenſt-mmaithil to act, 
who ſhould not at all times ſummon ſuch juries as he ſhould 
direct. He changed the mode of electing members to ſerve in 


the aſſembly, in order to exclude perſons he did not like ; and 
not being able by this meaſure to procure an afſembly to his 


threatened an invaſion.” 


Hz 4er the houſe af Mr. Cheſter, the e before 


mentioned, with an armed force, and ſeized ſeveral gentlemen 


to impanel a jury of certain perſons, from whom he doubted 


overborne ; on ha wee pp nM e his 


| AnNoTHER of div e ws — to 1 the Co- 
drington family of the iſland of Barbuda (of which they had 


held peaceable poſſeſſion for thirty years) by calling on them to 


which gave every proprietor reaſon to apprehend that he had 


with, WORE CEE Rr OR Ws" the French 
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( ſome of them, the principal men of the iſland) who were there 
met for the purpoſe of good fellowſhip, on ſuſpicion that they 

were concerting meaſures againſt himſelf; moſt of whom he 
ſent by his own authority 9 2 
. 


By 0 
| W the whole country became a party againſt him, and 
diſpatched an agent to England to lay their grievances before 
the crown, adopting, in the firſt inſtance, all moderate and legal 
means to procure his removal; but from the delays incident 


| to the buſineſs, the people loſt all temper, and began to conſider 


forbearance as no longer a virtue. More than one attemp 
made on the governor's life, in the laſt of which he was grievouſly, 
but not mortally, wounded. Unhappily the furious and cxaſ- | 
perated ſtate of men's minds admitted of no compromiſe, and 
the raſh impetuous governor eee 
or connilinde. if occaſion had offered. 5 ; 


Ax length, however, intruions cas from the crown diet 
ing Mr. Park to reſign his command to the lieutenant governar, 
and return to England by the firſt convenient. opportunity; at 
the ſame time Commiſſioners were appointed to take exami- 
nations on the ſpot, concerning the complaints. which had been 
urged againſt his conduct. It would have been happy if the 
inhabitants of Antigua had borne their ſucceſs with modera- 
tion ; but the triumphant joy which they manifeſted, on re- 
ceipt of the queen's orders, provoked the governor into deſpe- 
ration. He declared that he would continue in the government 
5 = © «In 
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in ſpite of the inhabitants, and being informed, chat a ſhip was C H AP. 
about to ſail for Europe, in which he might conveniently have 
embarked, he refuſed to leave the country. In the mean- 
and that he ful conſidered himſelf in the rightful exertiſe of 
22 to diffolve en, 
| Marr'TERs were now coming fn to un i. The ably 
n fitting notwithſtanding the governor's p 
een that, having been recalled by his ſovereign, his 
 cotitinaatice in the govertinierit was uſurpatzon and tyranmy, 
and that it was their duty <0 take charge of the fafety and 
peade ef the and. On Hearing of this vote, the gore 
Weretly ordered a purty of ſbldhers to ſurfound them; but the 
aſſembly having obtained information of his intentions, imme 
dntety ſeparsted t provide for their perfonal ſufcty. The en- 
King night, and the-whole ef che following day; were employed 
in fatwmoning che in itanrs frem all parts of che ind, 
haften 46 the capital; properly armed, to ptote@ their repre- 
ſontatives. T& ws given owt, however, that the governor's 
Uſe was not aimed dt; an char was intend was to ſcoure his 
-perſori, and mme #7 40 nam Aeg 


1 
& % 


* ” * * * . * 0 
45 > 2 — - Fa { * | of 5 * * 0 ” > 4, 1 » 3 . 18 ö * 1 _— % 
<DY Vier T8: * #7 wt "4 ' 128 11 * « „ i rere * 22100 . ; 


32. — 6f Decernbet ITY early in the morn- 

2, «bout five hundred men appeared in arms,. in the town! of 
eint J6hin's, where Colonel Pafk had been making proviſion 
Ser teſtſtance in -caſe ef an attack. Ie had converted the 
govermment Beuſe into a pariſon; and ſtationedl in it all the 
tegular troops that were in the iſland. On the approach of 
25 3 L 2 the 
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BOOK Os Mee, The fight 
ul. of an injured people, coming forward as one man, with de- 
MJ liberate valour, to execute on his perſon that puniſhment, which 
| he muſt have been conſcious his enormities well merited, over- 
| whelmed him with confuſion and terror. Although he muſt 
have been apprized, that his adverſaries had ' proceeded too far 
| to retreat, he now, for the firſt time, when it was too late, had 
l 3 recourſe to conceſſion. He diſpatched the provoſt-marſhal 
with a meſſage, ſignifying his readineſs to meet the aſſembly 
at: Parham, and to conſent to whatever laws they ſhould think 
proper to paſs for the good of the country. He offered at the 
fame time to diſmiſs his ſoldiers, provided ſix of the princip: 
inhabitants would remain with him as hoſtages for the ſafety . 
of his perſon. The ſpeaker of the aflembly, and one of the 
members of the council, unwilling to carry matters to. the laſt 
| extremity, ſeemed inclined to a compromiſe, and propoſed them- 
ſelves as. two of the hoſtages required by the governor ; but 
the general body of the people, apprehenſive that further delay 
might be fatal to their cauſe, called aloud. for immediate ven- 
geance ; and inſtantly marched forward in two diviſions. | One 
of theſe, led by Mr. Piggot, a member of the aſſembly, taking 
poſſeflion of an eminence that commanded the government 
houſe, attacked it with great fury. Their fire was briſkly re-- 
turned for a conſiderable time, but at length the aſſailants broke 
into the houſe. The governor met them with firmneſs, and 
mot Piggot dead with his own hand, but received. in the ſame 
moment a wound which laid him proſtrate. His-attendants, 
ſeeing him fall, thre w down their arms, and the enraged po- 
ralace, ſeizing che N of the wretched governor, who was ſtill 


alive,, 


WEST INDIES. | 
alive, tore him into a thouſand pieces, and ſcattered his 


limbs in the ſtreet. Befides the governor, an enſign and thirteen = 
private ſoldiers, who fought in his cauſe, were killed outright; 
a and twenty-four” privates wounded. Of the 
people, thirty-two were killed and wounded, befides Ms. 
Piggot. The governor's death inſtantly put an end to this bloody 
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— gunna) icirtotis of an infulted/ and 
indignant community, a brutal and licentious deſpot, than 
whom no ſtate criminal was ever more deſetvedly -puniſhed 
He was a monſter in wickedneſs, and being placed by his fitua- 


tion beyond the reach of ordinary reſtraint, it was as lawful to 
cut him off by every means poſſible, as it. would have been to 
gorging itſelf 


ſhoot a wild beaſt that had broke ĩts limits, and was 
witk human blood. The people of England (ſays an eini- 
nent writer d)) Dea with aftodiſhment of "Park's: ans 
timely fate; but the public were divided in their: ſentiments}: 
fone looking upon his death as an act of rebellion againſt the 
crown, and others conſidering it as a ſacrifice to liberty. The 
flagrancy of the perpetration, and compaffion for the man, at 
laſt got the better.” In the latter aſſertion however, the writer 
is clearly miſtaken; for the Engliſh government; after full in- 
veſtigation, was ſo thoroughly ſatisfied of Mr. Park's miſeonduR; 
as to iſſue, much to ĩts. honour, a general pardon of all perſons. 
concerned in his death, and two of the principal: actors therein 
were mee 2 
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contains 59,838 acres of land, of which about 34,000 are appro—-ꝛ 
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black mould on a ſubſtratum of . clay... which: is naturally rich, 


gua is particularly. ſubject, very productive. The other i 


2 manner, that many eſtates conſiſting of that. kind of «wit, 


overgrown. with this: ſort af. graſs, as eitlier to be com ted int 
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From this period I, cloſe: my account of the civil con- 
 cerns of Antigua, finding no occurrence in its ſubſequent hiſ- 
tory. of ſufficient importance to detain. the reader; what 
Do Tc — 
found correct. 
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2240 


Arina is upwards of fifty-miles in circumference,” and 


priated to the growth ef ſugar, end paſturage anncxed? its 
other principal ſtaples are cotton-wook, and tobacco; to what 
extent of cultivation I am not, informed ; and n raiſe i in * 


* 


— an ©- th. 


1 — 184 — 
Ine Str 3120" PLE: 


Tur idand: matt Adern kinds of fails. . 


and when not checked by exceſſive droughts, to which Anti- 


ſtiff clay on a ſuhſtratum of marl. It is much leſs fertile tan tlie 
former, and abounds with am inirradicable Kindl of graſs in ſuch ; 


which were once very profitible, are now ſe impbvtrithed- ani 


 paſttire land, or to become entirely. abandened. Excliſivt of 
ſuch deſerted land, atd 2 finall part of the country that is alto- 
gether unimprovnble, every part-of the iſſand miay tbe. ſaid to be 
— » hne eh e bass 
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1 6 related, it is difficult 


to furniſh an average raturp.of thecraps, which vary to ſo great 
a degree, 
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— thatithe quantity of ſugar exported from this iſland'in CHAP. 
ſome years, is five times greater than in others ; thus in 1779 I 
were ſhipped 3-382 hogſheads, and 579 tierces; in 1782 the 
crop was 1 5,102 hogtheads, and 7,607 tierces; and in the years 
1770, 1775, and 1778, there were no crops of any Kind; alt 
the canes being deſtroyed by a long continuance of dry weather, 
and the whole body of the negroes muſt have perifhed for want 

of food, if American veſſels with corn and flour had deen t 


Nen N pe admittance. 


K 1 


— rp onthe whole; Air his Wiki jth. — CR 
ty decreafed'both in produce and white population. „ — 
ceurate' returns to government were in 1774. In that year, ' 
the white inhabitants of alf ages duc ſexes were 2,590, and the ä 

enſlavetl negroes 37808, and E believe, that 17,000 hogtheads. 1 
of ſugar of fixteen ct. ale reekoued 4 good 'faving g crop. 8 
This, as one-half the canes only are cut annually, is about 2 = 

' hogthead of ſugar per acre for eactracre that is cut. "The pro- 1 8 

duce of 1787 will be givenhereafter; and I belleve it was a year „ 

more favourable to Antigua, in proportion to its extent, than 
to any other'of the — whredivend Wen ia. Shes 
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ANTIGUA is divided into ſix pariſhes. as eleven diſtricts, 
and contains f:x towns and villages. Saint John's (the capital,) 
Parham, Falmouth, Willoughby Bay, Old Road, and James 
Fort; of which, the two firft are legal ports of entry.—No iſland, 
| in this part of the Weſt Indies, can of ſo many excellent 
harbours. Of theſe, the principal ate Engliſh harhqur and 
Saint John's, both well fortified, ad at the former, the Br ritiſn 
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III. 


Jamaica. | 


preſides alone. In cauſes ariſing in Antigua, he is aſſiſted by 
his council, after the practice of Barbadoes ; and, by an act of 


lpeting negroe * by giving the accuſed party the hauls 


. Coney Rene or Is. 
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Tur hey eſtabliſhment e e conſiſts of two . 
ments of infantry, and two of foot militia. There are likewiſe 


a ſquadron of dragoons, and a battalion of artillery, both raiſed | 
N n 


— 


Ir hath been already obſerved, that the governor or captain 
general of the lee ward Charaibean iſlands, although directed by 
his inſtructions to viſit occaſionally each iſland within his govern- 
ment, is generally ſtationary at Antigua: he is chancellor of each 
iſland by his office, but commonly holds the court. in Antigua, 
and in hearing and determining cauſes from the other iſlands, 


the aſſembly of this iſland, confirmed by the crown, the preſi - 
dent and a certain number of the council may determine chan- 
cery cauſes during the abſence of the governor general. The 
other courts of this iſland are a court of king's bench, a court 


of common pleas, and a court of 9 


Tux legiſlature of FIRE is pee of the — 


chief, a council of twelve members, and an aſſembly of twenty- 
five ; and it i is very much to its s honour that it preſented the firſt 


of a 2 trial by jury: and allowing in the caſe of capital convictions 
four days between the time of fentence and execution. And 
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| motives, to enlighten the minds of the'negroes, and lead chem 
into the knowledge of refigious truth. In the report of the 
lords of the committee ar opuncil on che flave-trade, i is an ac 


dount af che laboiars of the 

called. Meravians,): in this 
| Blorious bauer man hich. — 
e —— 2 
eminent ſucceſs, an in entitle its brethren and -miflionariesto he 


moſt. —————— man whom the accidents | 
of cartons kane need 2 
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x every-glanter believes) that they ale | 
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; Fux church of the united brethren. have, ever fince 8 


year 1732, been active in preaching the goſpel WWW 
i wan but not with 


| the and practice of 
chriſtianity; is followed, in all points that aro nov loca), inallthe 
_ miſſions ofithe/brethron,: | 
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rule, never to enter int an cenſide diſcuſſidn of the dofuines | 
22 an infinite es nnn Sc. er 


law of God, given unto all mankind: upon the fuliliment of this, 
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AFTER many yeats. unſucceſsful. - labour, expenictice has 
ee e ee xfemaytecrniegite duckand 


paſſion cee den God, tajather en cane 


and happy con 


, delivered by a niiffionary touched 


with nner it, is the ſureſt way of enlighten- 


ing the benighted minds of the negroes, in order to lead them 
afterwards. ſtep by ſtep into all truth: they thereſore make it a 


. dellevd: 1 that — — 
ſelf the power of God ants ſalvation, by the: true converſion of 


their, hearts. | Beth in the beginning and;progrefi: of their in- 
ſtructions, the miflionarics endeavour tofideliver themdebves as 


plainly and inteiligibly- w. ds rubber bur Gin hümners h paß. 
_ fible; and the Lord has given his bleſſing even to the moſt un- 
learned, that went forth; in reliance upon him, to dearn the dis- 


Fcult languages of che negroes, ſo wiitoattainto great flneuwy in 
them: one great difficulty ariſes ĩnlleed rum the ne ideas and 
words neceſſary to expreſs the divine truths to be introduced 
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Ab dt ibcondintd afiall-beilondea abet ga them fith 
by: vbeic Sake the brethcen teach, that no habit of. fin; in any 


land or place, nor any prevailing cuſtom whatever, can be al- 


mitted as a plea for a behaviour not:confermiable to the moral 


the miſſionaries — _—— 
4777; counted 
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| the! minds of the people; drunkenneſs, adultery, whoredom, 
ſorcery, theft, anger and revenge; *andalb other Works of the 
fleth, as enumemted by our: Lord and his Apoftles as proceed- | 
ing from the: heart, being plain: proofs that man is either un- 
converted, ur Again fallen into heatheniſm and idolatry, it it l- 
Vos of courſe that any on gaily of theſe things is put away 
_ fromithe-ooogregatioa, ani ni dmitte. bifere a Tres an 
ſigoere repeintaitos' ipappavent, and the offence-Yone away but 
——— — mag yo ſcandal, 


cinder the llibics er hst inifters; unf of a vricry of circum- 
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forrow how deeply 700d We habit « 
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needful to watch, and not to ſuffer the leaſt deviation from the 
right path; to remain uniiticed in tlie believers. It has been 
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BO o K beforeobſerved, that bapriſin is adminiſtered to none, bat to ſuch. 


in whom a 


As ſoon as they are ne — fr r 
are ſubjec t : of the church. 


may attend public . — 2¹ 
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— 4 if 
| fe, Fete, poorer negro whuld rather ſuffer the ſevereſt 
| bodily puniſhment than ineur it. If they confels tir ps, aud. 
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is a ſhort/account CHAP. 
1 | of th brethreas manoer . 
as above deſcribed, to be — 
b ee ang pnagahth; ric enquiry is a | 
| mak oernin every cocumaneateing hs o her „ 
life; If it is found that a man has m re 
ariſes, how the brethren have to ad- 35 „ 
an brother hath 
a wiſe that believeth not, and that is yet an heathen, and the be | 
| pleaſed to dwell with him, let him not put her away,” 1 Cor. | 
again «« a biſhop muſt be blameleſs, the RH, 


e 


. 
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n Tim. 3. a. We read! of no farther 
| __ picceptiin e eee eee tie ar A 
| brethren therefors were of opinion, that the miſſionaries Mond CE erty 
| be ; Boro, that they ld. not appoint fach u men to . 
m. rr X... | Ek 
rag top era any e ee ”= 
keep himſelf only to that woman, til death parts them. 54 
Tux inſtances that a man has three wives are few ; all mif- . 
trefſes muſt of courſe be put away without exception; beſides 
this, the miſſionaries loſe no opportunity of inculcating into the | 


minds of the married people, how to walk in this ſtate conform- 
„ 1 able 
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Wl | BOOK able to.ths. tales hid down in holy e 
1 from them is ſeverely cenſured. rp ne — "i 

| wife, and takes another, and takes one or more wives beſides the 
—______ _» turſt, or: incaſe he has had two, and one dies, and he ſhould 
d "a marry another, he is excluded the fellowſhip of the church. 
Neither can the brethren admit of the heathenifh euſtums in 
courting a wife, but they expect, that in cafe a believer wiſh to 

marry he do all things in a decent and chriſtian manner: it is 
; af courſe expected that all baptized: parents educate their chil- 
g dren in the fear of the Lord, ſhewing then a good example: If 

® Ds os by = file of een rente . in any cithgr wen wives 
* a diſtant a though the brethren as not ave 


eſpecially, if a family of young children, 


ſeem to render an. ps e neceſſary; and, as is moſthy.he caſe, 
| no hopes remain of the former ever returning. A certificate of 


baptiſm is given to every baptized negro, that mult t thus lea leave 


5 ++ Sis 1 | 


the congregation 3 ; and there have been inſtances, that by their 


| godly walk and converſation-in diſtant parts, * hare cauſed 2 
others to hearken to their word and believe: / 0.15927; 4 3d. 
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neture, that 


Tnouen all D fuck 
they not only war.againſt their heatheniſh p- but 
even 9 what ſome might call excuſable indulgencies yet 
in 9 and other iſlands, fubmit to them with willing · 
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Tur name was all that was beſtowed upon it by 


Like Nevis, it was firſt plante by a "WP! © 
Chrifte ters, - detached in 1632 from the adventurers under 
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OT e Romiſh perſuaion. The fame 
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BOOK occafione® by: local attachments and religious diflentiahs ; 
m. which rendered their fituation in St: Chriſtopher's uncaſy; being 


cauſes, er, operated to the augmentation of their num- 
bers; for ſo many perſons of the ſame country” and religion 
adventured thither ſoon after the firſt ſettlement, as to create 
a white population which it has never fince poſſeſſed ; if it be 
true, as aſſerted by Oldmixon, that at the end of fixteen years 
there were in the iſland upwards of one thouſand white fa- 
milies, conſtituting a militia of three hundred and ſixty effective 


- — 5 = 7 fd 
| 4 ' 1 ay *. > . 
men. * 2 of * . * 0 * * F. © „ © F *% { +a 7 
3 


N 4 3 : « +4 # — * A » : £ : £ — * : : i. 


; 

Tur civil hiſtory of this little Inas contains rathing very 
remarkable. It was invaded by a French force in 1712, and 
ſuffered ſo much from the depredations of that armament, that 
an article was inſerted in the treaty of Utrecht for appointing 
commiſſioners to enquire into the damages ; which however 
were not made good to the ſufferers.” It was again invaded, and 
with moſt of the other iſlands captured by the n 72 8 
late war, and reſtored with the reſt. FS. 
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| Norms therefore - remains but to ) furniſh the wir with 
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an account of its * ſtate i in . of cultivation, Pro- 


| MoNTs8RRAT is about three leagues in length, and as many 
in breadth, and is ſuppoſed /to contain about thirty thouſand 
acres of land, of which almoſt two thirds are very mountainous, 
or very barren, The land in cultivation i is appropriated nearly 
as 
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as follows. In ſugar, fix thouſand acres : In cotton, proviſions, CH A P. 
and paſturage, two thouſand each. None other of the tropical IV. 
ſtaples are raiſed. Its average crop from 1784 to 1788, were * 
2,7 37 hogſheads of ſugar of fixteen hundred weight, 1, 10 pun- 
cheons of Rum, and 255 bales of cotton. The exports of 
1787, and their value at the London market, will be ſeen in a 
table annexed to this chapter. They are produced by the labour 
of one thouſand three. hundred" — * ten 2 


D iniſtere ; 
by a legiſlature of its own, * rang coptaln N I 
council conſiſts of fix. members, and the aſſembly of eight, two 
from each of the faur diſtricts into which. ĩt is divided; and the 
proportion which Montſerrat contributes to N * 
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Sgeriox V. 


VIRGIN ISLANDS. 


OF the Vir gin Iſlands I have ſo few particulars to commu- 
nicate, that I fear the reader will accuſe me of inattention or 
idleneſs in my reſearches. I have, however, ſolicited inſorma- 
tion of thoſe who I thought were moſt likely to afford it; but 
if my enquiries were not lighted, my expectations were not gra- 
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und craggy.” The whole group. may. comprehend about 


number of their preſent Engliſh inhabitants. The author is 
even miſinformed as to the origin of their preſent name; for 
he ſuppoſes that it was beſtowed upon them in 1580, by Sir 
| Francis Drake, im honour of Queen Elizabeth ; but the ſuct is, 
chat theſe Hands were named Las Virgines, by Columbus him- 
ſelf, who diſcovered them in 1493, and gave them this appella- 
tion in 36 well lenge — n 


elef juſtice oft theſe iſſands, L find hat little of whiefr I can 
avail myſelf, / It furniſhes no particulars concerning their ex- 
tent, their anltivation, or their commerce. It is filent as to the 


5 


| Paw Spaniards of thoſe days, . 


wortky of further notice. A century afterwards (1 596) they 
were viſited by the: earl of Cumberland, in his way to the attack 
of Porto Rico, and the Hiftorian of that voyage calls them 


% knot of _ iſlands wholly uninhabited, ſandy, barren, 


forty iſlands, iſlots, and keys, and they are divided at pre- 


ſent between the Engliſh, the Spaniards, and Danes. The 
Engliſh hold Tortola, and Virgin Gorda {e}, Joſvan Dykes, 
Guana Iſle, Beef and Thatch Iſlands, Anegada, Nichar, Prickly 
Pear 


, Camana's, Ginger, Cooper's, Salt Iſland, Peter's Iſland, 
and fovend others of little value. 


3 e _ Tux 


The Danes poſſeſs St. 
Thomas, with. about twelve ſmaller iſlands dependent thereon, 
and: the Spaniards claim Crab Iſland; the Green or Serpent 
Idand; the Tropic Keys, and Great and Little Paſſage. 
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ſh government, were a party of Dutch Bucaniers 
who fixed themſelves at Tortola (in what year :is\not recorded) 
and built a fort there for their proteQion. In 1666, they were 
driven out by a ſtronger party of the ſame adventurers, who, 
crown of England, and the Engliſh monarch, if he did not 
of it; for Tortola and its dependencies were ſaon afterwards 


annexed to the Leeward Iſland government, an a commiſſion 
granted by King Charles . to Sir William Stapleton, and d 
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— this. 


mus Dutch had . 3 


r „ 
merit of its ſubſequent improvements was raferved for ſome 
Bnglith ſettlers from the little iſland of Anguilla, who, about a 
century paſt, embarked with their familins und ſettled in the 
Virgin Iſlands. Their wants were few, and their government 
fimple and unexpenfive. The deputy governor, with a ceuncil | 
nominated from among themelves, exercifed both the legilla- 


tive.and judicial authority, determining in a ſummary manner, 


without a jury, all queſtions between ſubjeſt and ſubject; and 
as to taxes, there ſeem to have been none laid: when money 7 


was <a a 
by voluntary contribution. 
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pectation they were not gratified until the year 1773. In that 
year, they preſcated an humble petition to the captain general 


of the Leeward Iſland government, requeſting his excellency to 


half per centum, in ſpecie, upon all goods and cummodities the 
e ee, A eee the 
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Engliſh capitals; but credit is ſparingly given where payment 
. cannot eaſilyybe enforced. The inhabitants therefore, whoſe 


numbers in 17 56, amounted to 1,263 whites, and 6,121 blacks, 
reaſonably hoped to be put on the ſame footing with: the ſiſter 
iſlands, by the eſtabliſhment of a perfect civil government, and 
conſtitutional courts of juſtice among them; but in this ex- 


unite with them in an application to his Majeſty, for permiſſion 


to elect an aſſembly of repreſentatives out of the frecholders and 
| planters, i in order that ſuch aſſembly, with the governor and 
council, might frame proper laws for their peace, welfare, and 
good government; pledging themſelves, in that caſe, to grant to 


bis Majeſty, bis heirs and ſucceſſors, an impoſt of four and 1 


other Leeward Jjands, 


An application (thus ne * ſucceſiful. It 
was ſignified to them that his Majeſty, fully conſidering the 
perſons, circumſtances, and condition of his faid Virgin Iflands, 
and the neceflity there was, from the then ſtate of their culture 


and inhab! itancy, that ſome adequate and perfect form of civil N 
government ſhould be eſtabliſhed therein ; and finally truſting 


« that his faithful ſubjects in his faid Virgin Iſlands, who 
« ſhould compoſe the new afſembly, would, as the firſt act of 
« 3 cheerfully make * the engagement of granting 

4 : ce to 
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| na a „ -ry on all the produce of de Virgin 
«. Iſlands, to be raiſed and paid in the ſame manndr as thel four 
« and a half. per centumu is cmade payable in the other Ler- 
* qard Ilandi, did cauſe his royal pleaſure to be ſignified to 
the governor in chief, that he ſhould! iflue writs in his Majeſty's | 
who, » together with 5a council, to be compoſed df e 
perſons, to bei appdinted by the governor for that purpoſe; | 
might frame and paſs ſuch laws as: ſhould: 8 __ 
the N and good government of * faid 2 
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ee on the 3oth of e eee 
nor in chief of the Leeward Iſlands, in obedience to his Ma- 
jieſty's orders, iſſued a proclamation for convening an afſembly 
or houſe of repreſentatives of the Virgin Iſlands, who met on 
the, Iſt of February following, and very honourably complied 
with their engagement to the crown; the very: firſt act paſſed 
by them being the, grant before mentioned of fouriand's half per 
centum, on the produce of the colony for ever. They after N 
wards paſſed a grant of C. 400 currency per annum, as their 
* * l 


deen was the price at which the Virgin Iſlands aids 
the eſtabliſhment of a conſtitutional legiſlature. If it be dif- 


ficult to reconcile this precedent with the doctrines which have 
_ been maintained in the caſe of Grenada, it may perhaps be faid 
(as I believe the fact was) that the inhabitants of theſe iſlands 
were unappriſed of the rights which Rwy inherited as Britiſh | 
* . ſubjects, 


20 O K ſubjects, when they voluntarily propdiſed to ſubject yes 
. and l their poſterity to the tax in queſtion fer permiſſion to en- 
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* 


joy them and their paſterity may perhaps diſpute 
which their forefathers exerciſed on this occafion. 


. | 9 a 8 : 
» ® Z . by * 
* 1 


Fur chief, and almoſt the only ſtaple 


even to gueſs, at the quantity of unimproved land eh n yet 
be brought into cultivation: the exports of 1989 will preſently 
be given, and I have only to add, that they were raiſed by the 
labour of about one thouſand two hundred whites, and nine 
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HAVING © tor treated ef the weerd/Nands which 


_ conſtitute what iis called ue Leeward TftandiGovernment, = 
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er which, I ſhall, as propoſed, or a Kw — ach 
circumſtaness which are common to them all. 
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B GOT i: | IN fur ng theſe Wands colleatvely, the eirdumllante i 1 
B m. that firſt preſents itſelf to notice is the burthen of the four an 
r per centum on their exported produce, to Which they are 
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all ſubje& equally. with Barbadoes, and which,” though rated 
9 by their own aflemblies, was an moſt other cales, as well as the 2 8 
Virgin iſlands, the price of a ' conſtitutional legiſlature, and 2 
communication of the br n 2 mn * . 


— 


. l pe 5 aca 
| 


2 1 Ir vol without doubt * atifactory © the relies to 


7 „„ „ 
1 , o 4 4 
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. furniſhed with an, account of the net produce of this duty, a Lita 
- '1 | | the particulars: of its diſpoſal; but no ſuch — to. my. 8. 
knowledge, has of late years been given to the public. 25 The 2 
FX t return that I am. poſſeſſed of, is date fo bag ag0 4s hojear 22 f 
1735. From thence it appears, that the 2 
neee ben Kings bd the , 1 

. Iſlands, in twenty-one years, (from Chriſtmas 1713 to Chriſtmas - : 
1734) amounted to L. 320, 529. 26. 3d 1. ſterling, of which it is 8 * 
ſhameful to relate that no more than L. 140,32. 135 5d 1. 388 
was Paid into the Britiſh Exchequer ; upyards of 4. PR 5 

ing, and L. 105,000 more, expended i in Great " fritaia in the 1 
payment of freight, duties, oceans, fees of office, and 1 

other claims and deductions (). 5 | Y 5 8 * 

Wo: 

O Some years after this, a new mode 1 b 

adopted, which rendered the tax more productive to gov . 
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this duty, the Governor General of theſe iſlands receives a falary IV. 
of C. 1,200 ſterling (excluſive of the ſeveral ſ ted him 2 

by the colonial affemblics (x) ). and 1 believe that lag TEE. 
are allowed from the ſame fund to the lieutenant general, and the. | „ 
ſeveral lieutenant governors. I have been informed too, that | 
the governors of the Bahama and Bermudas iſlands are likewiſe 

paid out of this duty. The balance which remains, after theſe 

and ſome other deduQtions are made, is _y the es 
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Bur i it is rent not . that almoſt all the iſlands 
within this government, as well as Barbadoes, have been, for 
many years paſt, progreflively on the decline; and it is therefore 
probable that the preſent net produce of this duty is not more 
than ſufficient to defray the ſeveral incumbrances with which 
it is loaded. The negroes indeed have been kept up, and even 
2 augmented, by purchaſe, becauſe, as the lands have become im- | 1 

pooveriſhed, they have required a greater expence of labour, o Pa 0 

make them any way productive; but as the returns have not W 
encreaſed in the fame degree, nothing could have faved the 
planters from ruin, but the advanced 7 of ſugar i in the mar- 
nn 


IT appears from authentic accounts laid before parliament, | 


(s) Theſe grants are as follow: Antigua at St. Chriſtopher's [.1000 
currency each. Nevis C. 400. Montſerrat C. 400. Virgin Iſlands C. 400. 
The uſual rate of exchange is 165 per cent. Theſe ſums therefore, added to 
£- 1200 ſterling, paid out of the ne 3002. ſter- 
ling per annum. . : 
Vor. I. = - 2 -. : that 
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maoſe iſlands, which are ſubje to the duty in queſtion; to the 

effects off which, therefore, the deficiency muſt be chiefly 
| attributed: for being laid, not on the land, but onthe produce 
| of the land, it operates as a tax on induſtry, and a penalty 

which falls heavieſt on the man who contributes moſt to aug» 
ment the wealth, commerce, navigation, and revenues of the 

mother country. It is conſidered by the planters as equal to 
ten per bent. on the net produce of their eſtates, for ever. 
nder ſuch a burthen, Which, while it oppreſſes the colonies, 
Field, a profit of no great oonſideration to the crown, they have 
been unable to ſtand a competition with the Britiſh planters 
in the other iſlands and have been ſtill more depreſſed by the 
rapid growth and extenſive opulence of the French colonĩes in 
their neighbourhood. Thus a check has been given to the 
ſpirit of improvement, and much of that land which, though 
ſomewhat impoveriſhed by long cultivation, would ſtill, with 
the aid of manure, contribute greatly ta the general returns, is 

abandoned, becauſe the produce of the pooreſt ſoil, is taxed as 
* as that of the moſt fertile. 


To the loſs arifing Gm a decreaſe > of produce, accompanied 


with an increaſe of contingent expences, muſt be added the 
ruinous effects of capture in the late American war. The da- 


) Being the average of two periods, the firſt from 1772 —— ſecond 
from 1788 to 279% 
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mages 
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mages ſuſtained in St. Chriſtopher's alone, by De Gregs in- d 
vaſion in 1782, from the deſtruction of negroes and cattle, aud the 
burning of the canes, were eſtimated at £.160,000fterling, which 
ſum was made up to the ſufferers by a poll-tax on the ſlaves; of 
no leſs than forty ſhillings. The annual taxes for defraying the \ 
current charges of their internal governments, in alt the iſlands, \ 
are alſo exceedingly burthenſome ; befides pariſh taxes for the 9 
repair of the roads, the maintenance of the F 
key niche aan : 
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Bor, ** iſcouragements which 
are felt by the proprietors, the wealth which til lows from the 
| tle dependencies into the mother country, muſt fill every re- 
flecting mind with furpriſe and admiration. An extent of culti- 
vated territory, not equal to one-teiith part of the county of 

Effex, adding yearly one million' and a half to the national in- 
come, is a circumſtance that demonſtrates: beyond all abſtract 

reaſoning, the vaſt importance to Great Britain of having 

ſugar iſlands of her own. At the ſame time, it is both amuſing 
and inſtructive to confider how little the preſent returns from 
theſe iflands are anſwerable to the hopes and expectations of 
_- their firſt European pofſeffors ; or rather it affords an animated 
| Huftration of the wiſdom of Providence, which frequently 
renders the follies and weakneſſes of man produdtive of good. 
The firſt Engliſh adventurers were influenced wholly by the 
hopes of opening a golden fountain, ſimilar to that which was 
flowing from Peru and Mexico into Spain. The nation was 
told of countries where the mountains were compoſed of dia- 
monds, and the ci „ 
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were the dreams of Cabot, Probither, and Gilbert, and it is a 
 lamentable diſplay of the power of avarice on the human mind, 

to behold theaviſe and learned Raleigh bewildered in the ſame 
_ folly! Exptrience has at length corrected this frenzy, and 
Europe is now wiſe enough to acknowledge that gold and filver 
have only an artificial and relative value; that induſtry alone is 
real wealth, and that agriculture. and commerce are the great 
ſources of national prof] perity. 


Tur * of theſe iſlands however, theugh of PIE LR 
to the mother country, is raiſed:at an expence to the cultivator, = 
which perhaps is 'not equalled in any other purſuit, in any 
country of the globe. It is an expence too, that is permanent 
4 and certain; while the returns are more variable and fluctuat- 
ing than any other; owing to calamities, to which theſe coun- 
tries are expoſed, both from the hands of God and man; and it is 
mournful to add, that the ſelfiſh or miſtaken policy of man is 
| antes more deſtructive than even the anger of Omaipotence! | 


Ar the time that I write this, the: humanity of the Britiſh. 
nation is tremblingly alive to the real or fictitious diſtreſſes of 
the African labourers in theſe and. the other iſlands of the Weſt 
Indies: And the holders and employers of thoſe people ſeem 
| to be marked out to the public indignation for proſcription and 
ruin. So ſtrong and univerſal a ſympathy allows no room for the 
| ſober exerciſe of reaſon, or it would be remembered, that the 
condition of that unfortunate race, muſt depend greatly on the 
condition and circumſtances of their owners. Oppreſſion to- 


wards the Fee will be felt with double force by his de- 
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parts of my work, when I come in courſe to went N the ave 
trade and. ſlavery ;, and. to. conſider the commercial ſyſtem of 


when I began my work, to-appropriate a.diſtin& chapter. An: 
examination of my materials. has induced me to alter my-pur- 


pendants, andthe blo tht wounds he maſter, will erte — ITY 


* 


2 RE N 8 Fel 5 IV. 


Tur projeiety of dete BI will be RE ſubſequent 


Great Britain towards her Weſt Indian dependencies, of which. | 


I have now compleated. t the catalogue. Here then I might 


cloſe the third book of my hiſtory, but it has probably occurred 


to the reader, that I have omitted the two. governments of 


Bahamaand Bermuda; (1) to which indeed it was my intention; 


poſe ; finding myſelf poſſeſſed of ſcarce any memorials concern-- 
ing the. civil hiſtory of. thoſe iſlands, that are. not given. in the 


numerous geographical. treatiſes with which the ſhelves of the 
| bookſellers. arc loaded. To repeat therefore what may be found 


in. books that are always at hand, were to manifeſt diſreſpect to 


de reader, and diſregard. to myſelf. Of the preſent ſtate of 
the Bahama iſlands, L need not be aſhamed to acknowledge my 


ignorance, inaſmuch. as even the lords of the committee of 


council for the affairs of trade and plantations, were unable to. 
obtain ſatisfactory information concerning it. To their lord- 


ſhips enquiries as to the extent of territory in thoſe iſlands,—- 


the quantity of land i in. cultivation, —the number of. white 


(© I have allo paſſed over unnoticed the ſmall lands of Anguilla and Bar- 5 


buda, as being of too little importance to merit particular deſcription. The 
r 2 
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BOOK abe eee and exports, &c. the only anſwer that 
1. could be obtained from the Governor was this, that it mar ing, 
" Jbleto aſcertaz anyof thoſe particulars at preſent. It appears, how- 

ever, from he teſtimony of other perſons, that theſe iſlands in 
general are rocky and barren ; that the only article cultivated for 
exportation is cotton, of which the medium export is fifteen 
hundred bags of two cwt.; that the inhabitants (who in 1773 
conſiſted of two thouſand and fifty- two whites, and two thou- 


fand two hundred and forty- one blacks) have been of late years 


but of their 3 numbers no I ads account is 1 


N 


— Bermudas, Gweter Brown i is more explicit. 
From his anſwers to their Lordſhips queries, it appears that 
they contain from twelve to thirteen thouſand acres of very 
poor land, of which nine parts in ten are either uncultivated, or 


. and * 


other purpoſe than that of raiſing Indian corn, and eſculent 
roots and vegetables (of which a conſiderable ſupply i ſent to 
the Weſt Indian Iſlands) until the year 1 1785, when the growth 
of cotton was attempted, but with no great ſucceſs, there not 


line of culture. 
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confiderably augmented by emigrants from North America; 


reſerved in woods for the ſupplying of timber for building 
fall ſhips, loops, and thallops for fale ; this being in truth the 


principal occupation and employment of the inhabitants; and 
| the veſſels which they furniſh, being built of cedar, are light, 


Or this had in canis eee to * 


being at preſent more than two hundred ocres applied in this 


Tax 


WEST INDIES * WER = 
Tur number of white people of all ages in Bermudas is fire CHAP, X 
thouſand four hundred and fixty-two; of blacks four thouſand IV. | 
nine hundred and nineteen (Z). N 
N | \ . 
Tus it appears that the Ae ban we re- ' 
cede from the tropics, and were there not, as there certainly is, Bo” 
an unaccountable propenſity in the greater part of mankind, to N 
underrate what they have in actual poſſeſſion, it would require REY 
but little effort to convince the public of the vaſt importance of 
our Weſt Indian dependencies; of which the progreſſive gro tn 
| has now been traced from the firſt ſettlement. What remains 
is to convey that conviction to the Engliſh reader. This then, 
after taking a curſory ſurvey, -for the gratification of curioſity, 
of the r eee eee win de 
the chief endeayour of the ſubſequent volume. 


r * 


C to omit the 

Rr 

ment, concerning their treatment of their negro ſlaves. Nothing (he obſerves) 

=_ - cenn better ſhewthe ſtate of ſlavery in Bermudas than the behaviour of the blacks 
——_ - in the late war. There were at one time between fifteen and twenty privateers © 

fitted out from hence, which were partly manned by negro ſlaves, who behaved 
both as failors and marines irreproachably ; and whenever they were captured, 
always returned, if it was in their power. There were ſeveral inſtances wherein 
' they had been condemned with the veſſel and fold, and afterwards found means 
to eſcape; and through many difficulties and hardſhips returned to their maſters 
ſervice. In the ſhip Regulator, a privateer, there were ſeventy ſlaves. She was 
taken and carried into Boſton. Sixty of them returned in a flag of truce directly 
to Bermudas. Nine others returned by the way of New York. One only was 

miſſing, who died in the cruize, or in captivity.” 


| Report of the Privy Council on the Slave Trade: Part III. 


THE END OF THE THIRD BOOK. 
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STA. Filamenta of breviſlima, piloſa, 

oblonge in orbem circa Germen diſpaſite et cjuidew fexe longitadinis. 

Pier. Germen ſubovatum triquetrum piloſum. 89 as longitadine Cem. hee pu. 

| Stigma obtafurn. 2 5. 

.. want | - : 
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Arbor ta altit ee — ht Rad os 

= fere . Folia habet 

_ == foliolis ovato-lanceolatis venoſis integerrimis oppoſitis lævibus fuperne nitidis, ſpithameis, 24 

— quatuor vel quinque, petielis brevibus tumidis. Racemi ſimplices ſtricli, multiflori axillares, 
gitudine fere pinnarum, pedunculis propriis uni floris, ſti pulis lanccolatis, rufe-tomentoſis, per- 

= Flores paryi albidi inoderi. Frottus magnitulinis ori | anſerini, colore flavo, Ab. 
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Cassia 

PoINCIANA- 

GuiLanDina 


activ ai wither ict: bende wa ed ct cn 
unum ſæpiſſime abortit. Semini fingulo adnaſcitur materies albida (Semen magnitudine excedens) 
conſiſtentiæ pinguedinis bovinæ et aqua leniter cocta Medulla haud abſimilis. Ab Incolis in 
Guinea ad menſas apponitur vel per ſe vel Juſculo vel Pulmento elixa. 
„aD. H e n ſome 
ſamples of the Bark lately ſent to England prove it to be the true Ceylon Cinnamon, and of the beſt 
Kind. It is now cultivated with great Attention in many parts of the Ifland. 


+ This Tree has hitherto been generally conſidered as a ſpecies of the Genus Guilandina, but very 
erroneouſly, as will appear from the following characters: 
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CAL. Perianthium pentaphy lam, foliolis oblongis obtaſis concavis, tribus fuperioribus reflexis, duobus. 
Con. Petala quinque. Petala duo ſuperiora magnitudine foliolorum calycis, plana obtuſa reflexa 
obovata; lateralia duo paulo majora concava obovata lunata minus reflexa; inferius — 

| genitalibus approximatum, 

STau. Filamenta novem, quorum quinque tantum fertilia, ad bafin eraſſa villoſa, verſus apices con- 

| torta, longitudine inzqualia, antherz quinque bicapſulares ſubrotundæ. Sterilia quatuor 
minora longitudine etiam inzqualia, antheris minimis vel nullis, omnia petalis fere dinudio 

Pisr. Germen oblongum. Stylus filiformis leviter curvatus, petal et Rminibus longior. Stigma 

acutum. 


obovatum obtuſum concavum, lateralibus majus, et 


PER. 


longum triangulare trivalve, utrinque acutum. 


patens. 


Sx, trialatum, alis lincis, oblongis ſibi iavicem jungs Nux fragilis rotunda. Nucleo rotundo 


triſulcato. 


Arbor viginti pedalis, cortice einereo; Rami patentes numeroſi. Folia tri vel . be 


ſeſquipedalia, foliolis ovalibus obtuſis tri-linearibus teneris integerrimis pedicellatis ; glandula parva 


pedicellata intra fingulas foliolorum diviſiones. Racemi axillares ſemipedales, calycis foliola ſubcarnea, 
albis ad baſin leviter purpureis. Pericarpiam pedale ſulcatum, angulis acutis. Calycis 
foliola et petala fzpe irregulariter reflexa 4 ſed Petalum inferius ſemper rectum et 


genitalibus approximatum. 


„This Shrub has been introduced into our Gardens here from England under the above Title, but 
l do not know on what Authority: the following are it's Characters, as nearly as I have been able 


to aſcertain them. 


Car. Perianthium pentaphyllum inferum, foliolis 


parvis ovatis ereckis. 


Cor. Petala quinque, laciniis ovatis vel ſubrotundis, erectis inferis, calyce duplo longioribus. 
ST am, Filamenta decem circa Germen compreſſa, erecta, 3 Corollæ. Antherz parvaæ 


fkmplices. 


Pr. 
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I 
| Pix8r. Germen ſubrotundum. Stylus vix ullus. 1 
Pz. Bacca lucida membrano tenui obtecta, pulpa pauciſina. | 
Sgu. Duo, membrano proprio tecta, ſtriata, piſi Mo 2 irs ut Quo applicat ſphærum confli- 
tuunt, et forte ſemen unicum in duo fiffile. 
Frutex quatuor pedalis inordinate ramoſa, folia petiolata W - 


rima; flores axillares congeſti ſubſeſſiles. Corolla alba. W en 
Citri Auranti 


® This Tree was at firſt ſuppoſed to be the true Mangoſtein, but having perfected it's fruit, on com- 


pariſon with the deſcription given of the true Mangoſtein, we judge it to be the G. cornea. Male 
and Hermaphrodite lowers are found on the fame Tree. 
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Annona 36 .C a > Eſq: 1786 
Anzuons hortenfis Garden Anemone. 13 allen, Eſq. 1773 
 ATRAGENE indica ca Eſq. 1788 - 
CLEMATIS Flammula Virgin's Bower S. of France 
Aponi1s autumnalis Flos Adonis England Efq. 
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SATURBEJA hortenfis Garden Savory Italy 

Hyssoep us  offcixals,  Hyſlop Leiner 
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LavandDuLa Spica | Commmon End Sol Europe | M. Wallen, Eſq. 1774 


Two of theſe Plants were preſented to Doctor Clarke by Monfieur Neftoux, from the King's Gar- 


den at Port au Prince; they appeared in a very luxuriant State of — on their Arrival, but 
| have ſince died. 
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LavanDula French Lavender 8. of Europe H. Eaſt, Eſq. 1 
| Tooth'd-leav'd Lav. S. of Europe H. Eaft, E 28 
Canary Lavender Canary Iſlands Dr. Tho. C arke, 1784 
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"ED afarina H. Eaſt, Eſq. 1773 
DicrTaLis purpurea H. Eaft, Efq. 1787 
* . _  ambigua H. Eaft, Eſq. 1784 
 Bxononia Catalpa H. Eaſt, Eſq. 1788 
- BaowaLLia -elata Fenn CIP 
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BanxLERIA mies H. Eaft, Eſq. 1788 
VirEx ily Monſ. Nectoux, 1789 
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122118 H. Eaſt, Eſq. 1775 
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UERCUS Evergreen, Qak- S. of Europe I. Eaſt, Eſq. 1787 
— Cork Tree * 8. of Europe I. Eaſt, Edd. a" 
Red Oak-tree - - N. America Mr. Thame, 1788 
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| ; q Britain 3 Wallen, Zh. 177 
Joctans . Wallen, — 1774 
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Acts ue, aan Tree Britain 
Red Maple Virgina 
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